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Introduction:

Are you really a CHILD of God?  I ask this question because, of an account of Jesus’ ministry on earth that is recorded in the Gospel of Mark.  I am sure that you answered this question in the affirmative, but I want to read this passage to you and then we will ask this question one more time and see how it strikes us then. Take your Bibles and turn to Mark 10:13-27:
Mark 10:13-27  13 And they were bringing children to Him so that He might touch them; but the disciples rebuked them.  14 But when Jesus saw this, He was indignant and said to them, "Permit the children to come to Me; do not hinder them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.  15 "Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it at all."  16 And He took them in His arms and began blessing them, laying His hands on them.  17 As He was setting out on a journey, a man ran up to Him and knelt before Him, and asked Him, "Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?"  18 And Jesus said to him, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good except God alone.  19 "You know the commandments, 'DO NOT MURDER, DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, DO NOT STEAL, DO NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS, Do not defraud, HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER.'"  20 And he said to Him, "Teacher, I have kept all these things from my youth up."  21 Looking at him, Jesus felt a love for him and said to him, "One thing you lack: go and sell all you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me."  22 But at these words he was saddened, and he went away grieving, for he was one who owned much property.  23 And Jesus, looking around, said to His disciples, "How hard it will be for those who are wealthy to enter the kingdom of God!"  24 The disciples were amazed at His words. But Jesus answered again and said to them, "Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God!  25 "It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God."  26 They were even more astonished and said to Him, "Then who can be saved?"  27 Looking at them, Jesus said, "With people it is impossible, but not with God; for all things are possible with God."
So let me ask once more.  Based on what we have just read are you a CHILD of God?  Are you “Childlike” before the King and His Kingdom?”   The answer impacts your salvation and your daily Christian life.  No less an authority than Jesus Christ, the Creator of all things, has said, come like a child comes and receive the Kingdom and its teachings like a child receives them.  What does this mean and how will we know if we can say “Yes” to this question? 
As I considered what we should open our hearts to, from the Scripture, my mind was drawn to this passage.  Who brought these children to our Lord?  Who desired that their little ones should just touch the lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world?  Is it not the highest calling of Mothers to seek the eternal blessing and life of their own children.  Tell me mothers,  wouldn’t you suffer any pain, indignation or rebuke for the opportunity to see your children in the arms of Jesus Christ for all eternity?  
But these mothers were rebuked…..and by, of all people, Jesus’ own disciples.  What a colossal error in judgment.  A convolution of priority.  And yet, it is done almost daily and often subconsciously by all of us weather we are parents, grandparents or Pastors.  May God open our eyes to understand the depth of Christ’s teachings to His disciples, To His Church….TO US this day.  
This passage breaks down into three sections that we can easily understand:  
In the first one Mark describes the actual event that took place. [13-16]  In the second he gives us an account of how those present responded [17-22]  In the third he tells How Jesus Himself responded to the event. [23-27] 
This is a useful pattern for understanding your life in the light of God’s truth.  We need to understand what is going on.  We need to understand what we and other mere men think about it and then we need to know and embrace what God knows and thinks about it.  Lets do that with this passage now:  
The Actual Event That Took Place. [13-16]  
Mark 10:13-16  13 And they were bringing children to Him so that He might touch them; but the disciples rebuked them.  14 But when Jesus saw this, He was indignant and said to them, "Permit the children to come to Me; do not hinder them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.  15 "Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it at all."  16 And He took them in His arms and began blessing them, laying His hands on them.
They were bringing children to Him so that He might touch them:  The “they” were crowds out in the country side.  Jesus had left His home region and headed south into the provinces of Judea and across the Jordan river.  As He went the news of His coming spread through the villages.  People literally descended on Him out in the middle of nowhere.  This was a daily experience at this time.  
But the disciples rebuked them:  Does this make any sense to you?  It didn’t to me either at first, until I begin to contemplate where these disciples were.  They had hitched their wagon to the biggest thing to hit Israel in 500 years.  A few months ago they were obscure fishermen in the northern part of the country.  Galilee, was not esteemed by the educated and religious of Jerusalem.  Now they are caught up in a frenzy of popularity.  Vast crowds of people and even the religious leaders followed them.  The rich were interested to hear as well.  The entire nation had gone after Jesus and they were His main guys.  This is heady stuff.  They were “somebody” now because they were with somebody.  Children don’t fit in with success of this kind.  Mark calls them children, but Luke’s account in Greek, says they were even bringing their babies. And, the kids were in the way.  Babies and children cry.  They want to be held. They get hungry and need all kinds of attention at the most inconvenient times.  
Then there was this:  Jesus, was doing things that no man had ever done.  This was world shaking in its importance.  This was no time for children to be hanging around, let alone to be getting in the way.  
When Jesus saw this, He was indignant:  He was not just mad!  He was grieved.  The Greek word describes a kind of grief that moves you to action.  The English word “indignant” describes “angry disbelief.”  You know what this feels like.  It is of extreme importance that we get this.  This is how Jesus, The God of Creation, feels about the demeaning of little babies and children.  The belief that what we have to do is too important to be bothering with kids. They are in the way, unimportant, annoying, trouble, noisy, inconvenient and not in keeping with our status as important and sophisticated adults. 
"Permit the children to come to Me; do not hinder them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these:  So Jesus rebukes the rebukers.  He responds to this attitude of the heart with a clear and overriding command.  I still hear it today trumpeting from the pages of The Bible.  “Let those little children come to me,” is the actual command.  There is in fact, something of Eternal and Absolute importance being said here.  The God of Creation has visited His world, His people, His possession.  He is King!  He is Lord!  He heals the sick, raises the dead, commands the wind and waves, creates food from nothing, restores site to the blind and more. This Glorious God receives little Children and all those who come with their attitude.  John was so overwhelmed by the magnitude of Christ’s Glory on earth that he closed his gospel with this simple statement: 
John 21:25 25 And there are also many other things which Jesus did, which if they were written in detail, I suppose that even the world itself would not contain the books that would be written.  

Whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it at all:  Jesus now reveals how God loves children, but this is also about you and me my friend.  Crying babies and fussing children were never in the way of Christ.  The preaching of the Cross is about people.  Christ died for people. 
The work of God should and did that day, stop, for a baby.  Do you mothers and fathers understand this?  Will this truth resonate with you today. It is because “they have need!”  They cannot find food or water for themselves.  They cannot find comfort and love without you.  Left to their own they will die.  They cannot be told simply to “grow up!”  No!  we must take them in our arms and care for them in everyway.  They bring nothing to the table, but their little selves….and they usually come dirty.  
Jesus said,  and I am not stretching this language to make it fit my theory.  Jesus said, “whoever does not receive the Kingdom of God like a child would receive it will not enter it at all.”  
This is called a simile in English.  It means this:  What I am offering to you adults today,. Must be received in the same way by you that one of these children on my knee would receive something I gave them.  Your heart, mind and actions need to be like those of a little child. What are some of the distinguishing characteristics of a childlike heart:  
Children’s lives revolve around their parents:  They did not chose life…It was chosen for them.  Their very life is owed to another.  Like a little child, the most foundational thing you possess my friend is a total gift from God. 
Children are poor.  They have earned nothing and they have nothing saved up.  Everything they have they received from their parents.  Jesus spoke to adults about this when He said: 
Matthew 5:3   3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Children are helpless:  They can’t dress, feed, bath or cloth themselves.  They need everything and are able to give nothing in return
Matthew 6:31-32   31 "Do not worry then, saying, 'What will we eat?' or 'What will we drink?' or 'What will we wear for clothing?'  32 "For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.
Children are trusting:  They do not think you will hurt them, feed them poison, trick them to make them believe something that is untrue.  They will often jump off the side of a pool into the water because you said you would catch them.  They never worry about money because they have Mom and Dad.  What do I need money for when I have my parents.  And so I again repeat this question:  Are you a CHILD of God?  Let’s see: 

· Just as children receive their physical life from their parents you receive your spiritual life from your God and Father in Heaven.  
Ephesians 2:4-5  4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),

· Just as children did not ask to be born or will to be born neither did you.  God decided to give you His Eternal Life and then acted to do it.  
1 Peter 1:3  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

· Just like children are poor and destitute, we too have nothing to exchange for the provisions that we need for Eternal Life.  We come like little children to a loving, and generous father who gives us all we need. 

John 6:32-35  it is My Father who gives you the true bread out of heaven.  33 "For the bread of God is that which comes down out of heaven, and gives life to the world."  34 Then they said to Him, "Lord, always give us this bread."  35 Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst.
Isaiah 55:1-2  Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; And you who have no money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk Without money and without cost.  2 "Why do you spend money for what is not bread, And your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, And delight yourself in abundance.
· Just like children trust their parents for all the provisions of this life, we too can trust our Father for every provision of our lives in this world and in the world to come. 

Romans 8:31-32  31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?  32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?
How Those Present Responded [17-22]

Mark 10:17-22   17 As He was setting out on a journey, a man ran up to Him and knelt before Him, and asked Him, "Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?"  18 And Jesus said to him, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good except God alone.  19 "You know the commandments, 'DO NOT MURDER, DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, DO NOT STEAL, DO NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS, Do not defraud, HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER.'"  20 And he said to Him, "Teacher, I have kept all these things from my youth up."  21 Looking at him, Jesus felt a love for him and said to him, "One thing you lack: go and sell all you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me."  22 But at these words he was saddened, and he went away grieving, for he was one who owned much property.
A man ran up to Him and knelt before Him:  Luke says that he was a ruler and indicates that he was one of those listening to the exchange between Jesus and His disciples about the children.  We often call him the Rich Young Ruler because he had great wealth.  

What shall I do to inherit eternal life?:  I am not a child.  You said that anyone wishing to come must come as a little child.  So let me read this again with emphasis that I believe was there.  What shall  I  do to inherit eternal life?  
Jesus gives him the answer that you have been given your entire life.  Be good.  Memorize the ten commandments and obey them.  Be good, because it is good to be good and God is good so BE GOOD!!!

Do you know this morning my friend what a failure you are at this?  Has this reality broken over your soul and mind like a Tsunami that leaves you drowning in the realization of your own heart.  A heart that cannot be tamed by outward religion and ritual and certainly not by money or status.  This young ruler brings to the Creator of the Universe what all men hope to bring to God on that final day.  I have been good, or at least “good enough”  I have kept the rules and I have done them well enough to suit me.  And most tragically, he believes this lie and is staking his eternity on it.  
Looking at him, Jesus felt a love for him:  Here is a totally lost man that Jesus loved See how Jesus responds.   He does not love you because you are good.  And He does not love you less when you are bad. If this were true, you would have no hope of Eternal life ever, from any source and especially from your own self. Jesus simply clarifies.  You must depend on me alone to enter the Kingdom of God.   
"One thing you lack: go and sell all you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.":  This young man’s money was not his problem.  We have already seen that God knows we need physical things in this world including money.  The disciples themselves carried a purse from which to buy food and provide other needs.  
Here was his stumbling block:  HE WOULD NOT COME AS A LITTLE CHILD!  He had something to bring and he was determined that it should count.  That he had something of value.  Some righteousness.  We do this to ourselves in countless ways.  “Well I may not be perfect,  but I have never done this or that”   I have tried to keep the commandments.  I have certainly done better than some people I know.  Such was the mind of this young man.  I have my own righteousness to bring.  I do not need to come as a sniveling, dirty, hungry, needy child.  Some may come as little children but “what shall  I  do to inherit eternal life?”  
Jesus answer is another way of stating what He has just been saying.  Come to me like a little child.  And, he went away sad, because Christ wanted to be the sole giver of salvation and the sole provider of His needs in this life and the one to come.  And He wants the same from you today.  

How Jesus Himself Responded to the event. [23-27]
Mark 10:23-27   23 And Jesus, looking around, said to His disciples, "How hard it will be for those who are wealthy to enter the kingdom of God!"  24 The disciples were amazed at His words. But Jesus answered again and said to them, "Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God!  25 "It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God."  26 They were even more astonished and said to Him, "Then who can be saved?"  27 Looking at them, Jesus said, "With people it is impossible, but not with God; for all things are possible with God."
And Jesus, looking around, said to His disciples, "How hard it will be for those who are wealthy to enter the kingdom of God!":  Why, because they insist that they have something of value to bring to God.  Little helpless children know better.  
They were even more astonished and said to Him, "Then who can be saved?":  Jesus hammers His point home now.  Riches in Israel were considered the consummate sign of God’s blessing.  If they can not get you in who can ever get in?”  Jesus had previously exploded the belief that religion could get you in when He said to the crowds: 

Matthew 5:20  20 "For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.

Both of these values were embodied in this Rich Young Ruler.  He was faultlessly religious and he had wealth.  Two sure signs of blessing and standing with God.  The disciples now realize that they have no idea how to get into heaven.  Do you, my friend know how to get into heaven?  Do you know what God will accept as payment for your sin and a redemption for your life?  
With people it is impossible:  We are now at the climax of Christ’s teaching here.    How will anyone ever be saved?  This statement is definitive.  People may never be saved.  What part of “impossible”  do we not understand here.  Anything that any fallen human does is valueless to save.  Our best efforts and our finest offering are insufficient.    
But not with God; for all things are possible with God:  You have struggled long enough in this life my friends.  You cannot do what religion and your deceived heart tell you to do.  You cannot be good or “good enough.”  With man this is impossible so let it go and come like a child to the arms of Christ.  
Romans 5:8-11  God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us ……For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.  And not only this, but we also exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation.
2 Corinthians 5:18-21  God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.  20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
2 Corinthians 4:5-6  5 For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake.  6 For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.

Titus 3:3-7  3 For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another.  4 But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared,  5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,  6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,  7 so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
CONCLUSION

Are you Really a CHILD of God?  Knowing that God has granted you Eternal life in Christ in the way parents gives life to their children.   Eternal life is the work of God alone through Christ alone?

Have you come as you truly are….hungry for food that satisfies.  Knowing that you are destitute and unable to bring to God anything to exchange for what you need.  Like a child have you come hoping in Christ’s payment for your sins on the Cross because you have no way to pay the ransom for your own sin?  This is how a child comes to God.  
Unlike the Rich Young Ruler; have you come knowing that none of your achievements, standing, good works or wealth will ever, ever earn you any favor with God.  Have you come to Christ alone for salvation,  releasing all your own achievements for the free gift of Eternal Life through Jesus Christ our Lord?

Have you perhaps seen the impossibility of your own salvation this morning?   Sophisticated, religious and educated adults will never enter the Kingdom of God.  Those who have achieved great stature and wealth, like the rich young ruler, like wise lack this one thing.  In fact, no one may enter unless they come to Christ like one of these poor, destitute, helpless, dependent, trusting little children.  
Are you a CHILD of God?  Is God big and strong and sufficient for you?  Do you trust Him to pay for you.  Are you aware that it is Christ who feeds you.  Will you trust Him to catch you when you fall into trials, temptations and even sin?  

1 John 3:1-2  See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.  2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.  
Father in heaven,  we are your Children with everything that image evokes.  You have willed and then given us life.  What can we say about such a gift.  You have given us every physical need and loved us in our fallen-ness and sinfulness.  What can we say to such things.  We agree with the Psalmist today when we say to you….
Psalm 89:8-17 O LORD God of hosts, who is like You, O mighty LORD? Your faithfulness also surrounds You.  You rule the swelling of the sea; When its waves rise, You still them…… The heavens are Yours, the earth also is Yours; The world and all it contains, You have founded them.  The north and the south, You have created them; ……You have a strong arm; Your hand is mighty, Your right hand is exalted.  Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; Lovingkindness and truth go before You.  How blessed are the people who know the joyful sound! O LORD, they walk in the light of Your countenance. In Your name they rejoice all the day, And by Your righteousness they are exalted.  For You are the glory of their strength,   
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