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Introduction:

These shepherds were common folk going about common tasks [people like us]:  Shepherds were most decidedly “blue collar” workers in their day or perhaps even worse.  They spent days alone in the fields with sheep.  There work was 24 / 7 in that they ate, slept and lived with their flocks.  There was never a time when they left them alone.  As a result they were dirty, smelly and often socially different from the more polite society of their day.  They were often not even thought about or considered in the thinking of people.  A shepherd’s son could even be forgotten by his own father.  Shepherding was not a way to find status in the world of Jesus Day.  
1 Samuel 16:10-11  10 Thus Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. But Samuel said to Jesse, "The LORD has not chosen these."  11 And Samuel said to Jesse, "Are these all the children?" And he said, "There remains yet the youngest, and behold, he is tending the sheep." Then Samuel said to Jesse, "Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here."

Jesus specialized and still does in saving these kinds of people.  God set the tone for His ministry by revealing the birth of Christ to lowly Shepherd’s before anyone else in the world.  
They were not looking for God.  According to the Bible, nobody ever is:  Our text records that they were out “keeping watch over their flock.”  In other words, they were going about their daily lives and were not involved in some sort of religious quest or self-examination.  Men do not seek God.  

Psalm 14:2-3   2 The LORD has looked down from heaven upon the sons of men To see if there are any who understand, Who seek after God.  3 They have all turned aside, together they have become corrupt; There is no one who does good, not even one.  

If they do…. it is God Himself who draws their hearts toward Himself. There is no record that these shepherds were doing any seeking of God at the time.  

John 6:44-45   44 "No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.  45 "It is written in the prophets, 'AND THEY SHALL ALL BE TAUGHT OF GOD.' Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father, comes to Me.

God did the intervening here:   Men never really expect God to intervene in their lives even if they believe He exists, and most people do believe there is a God.  But, He is distant….He is the stuff of ancient stories and far away places.  Even these Shepherds knew that there had not been a prophet in Israel for over 400 years.  It was if as though God had forsaken His people.  He might have once been known to men but not in our day.  Experiential knowledge of God is for another people in another place at another time, but God was getting ready to intervene in the lives of all mankind.

Any authentic encounter with God will produce some significant response in our lives:  No one encounters God with a yawn.  God is not like most church services we attend.  We do not wish for the boredom to end.  God is not boring. If He is….then it is not God we are encountering.  It is religion, ritual, self-help and self- righteousness.  It is Moralism that tells us to “Be Good.”  How many millions of times must we be told this?  We know this drill by heart.  We have heard it from our childhood, but the best we can hope for in this world is to “appear good.”  We spend our lives trying to convince ourselves and others that we are OK….not bad people….good enough.  
But God, shatters all of this.  In a moment when we least expect it, God reveals to us our hearts….and they are dark.  We may behave well but God searches the heart.  This is as good a reason as any to stay away from the Bible and where it is preached, because…

Hebrews 4:12-13   12 …. the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.

Today I want to take you into this Scripture to consider:

· The Message of the Good News of Christ. 

· The Messengers that Revealed the Good News of Christ
· The Men who Heard the Good News of Christ
The Message of the Good News of Christ.  [8-11]
Luke 2:8-11  8 In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields and keeping watch over their flock by night.  9 And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were terribly frightened.  10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the people;  11 for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 

This Message has 4 distinct elements 

· When………..Today:  At the time of God’s Choosing.  God acts when He wants to accomplish mighty and wondrous events.  This is true in the lives of humble men and women.  There was absolutely nothing random about the birth of Christ. The coming of Jesus did not, as we are often led to believe, take the world by surprise.  
In fact, it could be reasonably stated that it was one of the worst kept secrets in the history of mankind. The prophets had been predicting this event for centuries.  Micah told where He would be born.  Isaiah told how He would be conceived even and what His glorious role would be. David told of His crucifixion before there was crucifixion.  Zechariah told how He would come to Jerusalem as King.  Daniel even told the precise day and hour that He would present Himself to men.   

Galatians 4:4-6   4 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,  5 so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.  6 Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!"
· Where……….In the City of David [Bethlehem]: In the place of God’s Choosing.  Again, nothing random here.  Everything was planned and carried out just as predicted by the prophets. 

Micah 5:2  2 "But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be among the clans of Judah, From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, From the days of eternity."  
Even the unbelieving Scribes new where the Messiah would be born. 

Matthew 2:3-5  3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.  4 Gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.  5 They said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for this is what has been written by the prophet:

· What………...A birth:  By the Means of God’s choosing.  Christ came into the world by the means of God’s Choosing  History ripened like fruit on a tree until suddenly….surprisingly to most….Christ burst into time and space and became a man….a real flesh and blood man.  He was born like any other man although He was not conceived that way.  

Isaiah 7:14   14 "Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel. 
Luke 1:26-27  26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city in Galilee called Nazareth,  27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the descendants of David; and the virgin's name was Mary.  

· Who…………A Savior, who is Christ the Lord:  The person of God’s own choosing. The Shepherds were ignorant men.  This is not intended as an insult….it is a simple fact.  We too were ignorant of this event until God revealed it to us.  Here is the really ironic thing.  No man, no matter how educated and brilliant he is has the faintest idea of his own ignorance.  Ignorance simply means they did not know that God the Son had become a man.  God was acting from heaven to save His people.  Who would have ever thought.
Every year at this time and also around Easter, there is an endless parade of learned men rolled out by the Press, The Media and even The Education Establishment, who propose to answer this question.  “Who was the real Jesus?”   These are men and women who have not clue.  They are the blind leading and teaching the blind.  All men are ignorant of Christ until He is revealed as;  “A Savior…who is Christ the Lord.  Even Peter who walked with Christ and saw His miracles was ignorant until God opened His eyes to see.  

Matthew 16:15-17  15 He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?"  16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."  17 And Jesus said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.
If you believe…it is because God has revealed Himself to you.  The people who have not believed need the revealing work of God in their lives.  Do you pray for the lost?  How often do you pray for a lost neighbor, friend, co-worker or family member?  Persist in prayer for those who have never seen or believed in The Glorious Christ Jesus of the Bible. 
The Messengers that Revealed The Good News of Christ [13-14]
Luke 2:13-14  13 And suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,  14 "Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased."
The Angels:  These angels have been with God since the day of their creation.  It is all they have ever known.  They were not redeemed.  They were never fallen sinners like these men.  And they know exactly who this is being born in Bethlehem that night. He is God…The Son.  They know how awesomely Sovereign and Powerful God is.  But there is something that they did not know about God:

They did not know how merciful and gracious God was. They could never have imagined that God would join Himself to His creature and become a man in order to save men. Like men and women today they could not have imagined what God was about to do.  As it unfolded the Angels were stunned.  God never redeemed any of their fallen ranks.  The fate of the fallen angels is fixed in stone.  They are lost and unredeemable…..and so are all men.  How will these men….these sinners be redeemed.  God has spoken of it through the prophets, but how will it actually come to pass.  

1 Peter 1:10-12   10 As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made careful searches and inquiries,  11 seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow.  12 It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven-- things into which angels long to look.  
Glory to God in Heaven.  To give God glory is to lift Him up so that he obscures you.  The lifting up of Christ is the prime purpose of all creation and it is yours as well.  It stands to reason that the announcement of His coming to His Creation should include this instruction. The Angels know how to do this. 
Isaiah 6:1-4  In the year of King Uzziah's death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple.  2 Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.  3 And one called out to another and said, "Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory."  4 And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who called out, while the temple was filling with smoke.

But how will YOU ever do it my friend?  How do men give glory to God when we are so fallen and sinful?  Well, God has already begun this process Himself.  He saved us poor helpless sinners so that all creation would give Him praise for His Grace and Mercy. 
Ephesians 1:4-6  He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.
Peace To Men Who Please God.  Peace is elusive on earth.  If, as some have suggested, Christ’s birth brought peace to the Earth or was even intended to bring peace to the Earth it has been a colossal failure.  Jesus Himself said the opposite: 
Matthew 10:34 "Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword.
The Sovereign God of Creation, cannot fail at what He proposes.  Nothing in this creation can thwart Him.  So…what peace was announced that day?  It was peace directed toward men who please Him.   The Greek allows for it to be “Peace among those who please Him.”  Can a man please God?  And, if he can, how can he please God?  What works will we do to please God?  What behavior, religious denomination and good works will please God?  
John 6:28-29  they said to Him, "What shall we do, so that we may work the works of God?"  29 Jesus answered and said to them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent."
Hebrews 11:6   6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.

Peace comes from God….just like everything else of value. It is therefore granted to those who trust God and His Son with their entire physical and spiritual being.  If you lack peace then ask yourself this question.  Do you trust Christ to care for you in this world?  Have you considered that the one who died for you now lives to care for you.  Seek Peace from God through faith.  
The Men who Heard the Good News of Christ [15-20]
Luke 2:15-20  15 When the angels had gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds began saying to one another, "Let us go straight to Bethlehem then, and see this thing that has happened which the Lord has made known to us."  16 So they came in a hurry and found their way to Mary and Joseph, and the baby as He lay in the manger.  17 When they had seen this, they made known the statement which had been told them about this Child.  18 And all who heard it wondered at the things which were told them by the shepherds.  19 But Mary treasured all these things, pondering them in her heart.  20 The shepherds went back, glorifying and praising God for all that they had heard and seen, just as had been told them.
The Shepherds:  I don’t know about you but I identify with these shepherds.  They  did not know God even though they were Jews.  Do you know that men cannot know God by just knowing about Him.  Just because you teach a child about God, do not think that they know Him.  They know about Him.  This is the state of religious men.  The baptized, the confirmed, and those raised in the church are all in the same boat here.  Men and women, boys and girls…all people must meet God directly.  Never forget this.  Pray hard for God to reveal Himself to people you know.   Let me show you three things that happened to these men when God revealed Himself to them.  
They acted on their new found faith and went to see the Christ:  Faith without works is dead….James said.   No one believes in God without some change in their life. If we believe the man shouting fire in a building we will certainly get up and leave.  Staying put reveals “total lack of trust [faith] in the messenger.”   Encountering Christ produces action.  Not every action is the same.  Perhaps you can still remember the first things you did after meeting Christ Jesus and knowing that He was the Lord of Creation.  
The shepherds acted saying….,  “"Let us go straight to Bethlehem then, and see this thing that has happened which the Lord has made known to us." So they came in a hurry!” 
They returned giving glory to God just as the angels had done:  Out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks…Jesus said.  Because God saves us for His Glory it is our purpose to give Him Glory.  You do not need to be religious to give God glory….in fact it helps if you are not.  You only need to be alive and to know that God has made you alive.   

They made known the statement which had been told them about this Child:  This is called testifying.  Notice that they only needed to say what they were told  Can you do this?  What have you been told about this child?  That is enough.  We cannot testify to what you do not know, but to what we do know.  It is not for us to decide if we know enough or if our testimony is valid or if anyone will believe it or if someone may reject it out of hand.  It is not for us to decide.  God has made us witnesses to our encounter with Christ and not for what we do not know.  It is the work of the Holy Spirit to reveal Christ to men today.  Your testimony is absolutely valid, and absolutely powerful.  We are still tasked with doing exactly what the Shepherds did.  Tell what you have been told. Testify to what you have seen and experienced.  Simple, simple, simple. 
CONCLUSION: 
God Reveals Himself to men:  Christ came seeking us.  
Those men give Him glory.  By our very life we reveal His grace and mercy.  You are already giving God glory by being one of His redeemed.  

We are given Peace from God: It is supernaturally granted in proportion to our trust in Christ.  More trust…more peace.  Trust pleases God and not works.  
We testify to what God has revealed.  Isaiah foretold the gospel Good News.  Christ fulfilled it and we testify to it along with the prophets.   
Isaiah 40:9-18  9 Get yourself up on a high mountain, O Zion, bearer of good news, Lift up your voice mightily, O Jerusalem, bearer of good news; Lift it up, do not fear. Say to the cities of Judah, "Here is your God!"  10 Behold, the Lord GOD will come with might, With His arm ruling for Him. Behold, His reward is with Him And His recompense before Him.  11 Like a shepherd He will tend His flock, In His arm He will gather the lambs And carry them in His bosom; He will gently lead the nursing ewes.  12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of His hand, And marked off the heavens by the span, And calculated the dust of the earth by the measure, And weighed the mountains in a balance And the hills in a pair of scales?  13 Who has directed the Spirit of the LORD, Or as His counselor has informed Him?  14 With whom did He consult and who gave Him understanding? And who taught Him in the path of justice and taught Him knowledge And informed Him of the way of understanding?  15 Behold, the nations are like a drop from a bucket, And are regarded as a speck of dust on the scales; Behold, He lifts up the islands like fine dust.  16 Even Lebanon is not enough to burn, Nor its beasts enough for a burnt offering.  17 All the nations are as nothing before Him, They are regarded by Him as less than nothing and meaningless.  18 To whom then will you liken God? Or what likeness will you compare with Him?
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