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Introduction: 
Lamentations 3:37-38  37 Who is there who speaks and it comes to pass, Unless the Lord has commanded it?  38 Is it not from the mouth of the Most High That both good and ill go forth?

With these words,  Jeremiah concludes some thoughts that cause him to hope in God even when the circumstances of his day were grim.  Politics had failed the people of Israel much like they have in our day.   Men and women throughout this land have taken leave of their senses and we can see little hope for a good outcome.  But while Jeremiah was considering this scene, he remembered something about God that gave him hope.  It is the singular source of hope in a world gone mad.   

Lamentations 3:21-33  21 This I recall to my mind, Therefore I have hope.  22 The LORD'S lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, For His compassions never fail.  23 They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness.  24 "The LORD is my portion," says my soul, "Therefore I have hope in Him."  25 The LORD is good to those who wait for Him, To the person who seeks Him.  26 It is good that he waits silently For the salvation of the LORD.  27 It is good for a man that he should bear The yoke in his youth.  28 Let him sit alone and be silent Since He [God] has laid it on him.  29 Let him put his mouth in the dust, Perhaps there is hope.  30 Let him give his cheek to the smiter, Let him be filled with reproach.  31 For the Lord will not reject forever,  32 For if He causes grief, Then He will have compassion According to His abundant lovingkindness.  33 For He does not afflict willingly Or grieve the sons of men.

In other words…God has purpose in all that comes to pass in this world and nothing….absolutely nothing  comes to pass apart from His doing. Hard times have value…Jeremiah says because they cause us to hope in God. And God has always been and is now the only hope of men.  

Daniel 4:35 All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does as he pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth. No one can hold back his hand or say to him: "What have you done?"

Daniel 4:17 "…. that the living may know that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes and sets over them the lowliest of men”

A sparrow building a nest in a bush or men building a station in space are both equally under the command of the Sovereign God.  As surely as God is Sovereign, He is also unfathomable. 
Isaiah 55:9 "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.

Romans 11:33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways!

God Works in All Events
Jerry Bridges said, “The Sovereignty of God is often questioned because man does not understand what God is doing.  
Because He does not act as we think He should,
we conclude that He cannot act as we think He would.”
“That’s random,”  a popular expression goes.   And, I guess apart from a God, this world must in fact be “random.”   Someone has said that, “chance is the pseudonym God uses when He’d rather not sign His own name.”  To that The Scripture replies,  “God is always willing to sign His own name!”
Ecclesiastes 7:14 When times are good, be happy; but when times are bad, consider: God has made the one as well as the other. Therefore, a man cannot discover anything about his future.
Isaiah 45:7 The One forming light and creating darkness, Causing well-being and creating calamity; I am the LORD who does all these.
Lamentations 3:38 Is it not from the mouth of the Most High That both good and ill go forth?

Many Christians are unwilling to accept that God is working in this world because we do not understand how He is working in this world 

Stop and think.  If you believe that God is good and merciful, but there are some things in this world that just “happen” apart from His will …then it is impossible for you to trust Him fully.  Imagine leaving your most precious possession with someone who you think is personally trustworthy, but unable to protect that possession.  You can never say that you truly entrust that possession to them.  
God allows men to defy His revealed will [The Scripture] by He never allows them to defy His Sovereign will. [His absolute rule of His Creation]
Proverbs 21:30 There is no wisdom, no insight, no plan that can succeed against the LORD.
Proverbs 19:21 Many are the plans in a man's heart, but it is the LORD's purpose that prevails.
Proverbs 16:9 The mind of man plans his way, But the LORD directs his steps.
Lamentations 3:37 Who is there who speaks and it comes to pass, Unless the Lord has commanded it?

Ecclesiastes 7:13 Consider the work of God, For who is able to straighten what He has bent?
Revelation 3:7 "And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: He who is holy, who is true, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, and who shuts and no one opens, says …..:

God Works behind the Scenes

The world seems to be on “auto pilot.”  Where are the miracles of intervention that would prove to us that God is the just ruler of this creation?   The wicked seem to prevail.  Liars and crooks steal and then grant themselves bonuses. The people that should be punished are elected to office and rewarded…and on and on it goes.  
God’s explanation is that He is working behind the scenes, but always working.  Dozens of verses assert His Sovereign rule over all things.  
Men say, “Where is God when this tragedy happened?”  The answer is that He was working actively behind the scenes to rule His own creation as He knows best.   This is the comfort of men and women who hope in God.   When a man makes it safely to the bay area and back with out a single near miss….do they ever say…Where was God today?  I saw now evidence of His hand in protecting me or bringing me safely home.  No…but the answer is the same.  Where was God today when I moved through this world unscathed?  He was working actively behind the scenes to rule His own creation as He knows best.  This is not just true when things go as planned by us. It is always true.
Psalm 121:3-8  3 He will not allow your foot to slip; He who keeps you will not slumber.  4 Behold, He who keeps Israel Will neither slumber nor sleep.  5 The LORD is your keeper; The LORD is your shade on your right hand.  6 The sun will not smite you by day, Nor the moon by night.  7 The LORD will protect you from all evil; He will keep your soul.  8 The LORD will guard your going out and your coming in From this time forth and forever. 
Did you know that there is a book in the Bible that does not mention the name of God even one single time?  One of the reasons is to show how God works unseen in the affairs of men.  Consider the highlights of it for just a moment.  

Esther 2:21-23 21 In those days, while Mordecai was sitting at the king's gate, Bigthan and Teresh, two of the king's officials from those who guarded the door, became angry and sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus.  22 But the plot became known to Mordecai and he told Queen Esther, and Esther informed the king in Mordecai's name.  23 Now when the plot was investigated and found to be so, they were both hanged on a gallows; and it was written in the Book of the Chronicles in the king's presence.   
Because Mordecai would not bow down and honor a certain Haman when he passed by. He determined to kill not only Mordecai, but also all the Jews in the kingdom.  Haman in the meantime continued to prosper and was eventually invited alone to the banquet that Esther made for the king.  Returning home after the invitation he gloried in himself. 
Esther 5:11-14  11 Then Haman recounted to them the glory of his riches, and the number of his sons, and every instance where the king had magnified him and how he had promoted him above the princes and servants of the king.  12 Haman also said, "Even Esther the queen let no one but me come with the king to the banquet which she had prepared; and tomorrow also I am invited by her with the king.  13 "Yet all of this does not satisfy me every time I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king's gate."  14 Then Zeresh his wife and all his friends said to him, "Have a gallows fifty cubits high made and in the morning ask the king to have Mordecai hanged on it; then go joyfully with the king to the banquet." And the advice pleased Haman, so he had the gallows made.

The story climaxes dramatically that night before Haman was to kill Mordecai. .  

Esther 6:1-13  During that night the king could not sleep so he gave an order to bring the book of records, the chronicles, and they were read before the king.  2 It was found written what Mordecai had reported concerning Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king's eunuchs who were doorkeepers, that they had sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus.  3 The king said, "What honor or dignity has been bestowed on Mordecai for this?" Then the king's servants who attended him said, "Nothing has been done for him."  4 So the king said, "Who is in the court?" Now Haman had just entered the outer court of the king's palace in order to speak to the king about hanging Mordecai on the gallows which he had prepared for him.  5 The king's servants said to him, "Behold, Haman is standing in the court." And the king said, "Let him come in."  6 So Haman came in and the king said to him, "What is to be done for the man whom the king desires to honor?" And Haman said to himself, "Whom would the king desire to honor more than me?"  7 Then Haman said to the king, "For the man whom the king desires to honor,  8 let them bring a royal robe which the king has worn, and the horse on which the king has ridden, and on whose head a royal crown has been placed;  9 and let the robe and the horse be handed over to one of the king's most noble princes and let them array the man whom the king desires to honor and lead him on horseback through the city square, and proclaim before him, 'Thus it shall be done to the man whom the king desires to honor.'"  10 Then the king said to Haman, "Take quickly the robes and the horse as you have said, and do so for Mordecai the Jew, who is sitting at the king's gate; do not fall short in anything of all that you have said.
Have you ever thought what had to happen behind the scenes for God to save Mordecai?  And all of it done without mentioning God a single time by name.  

· He kept the King awake for no reason. 

· He caused the King to call for the Chronicles of his reign rather than the musicians and a cup of wine.

· He caused the reader to read from this particular section of the chronicles

· He caused the King to want to reward Mordecai when he had not thought of doing anything up until now.  

· He caused Haman to show up in the morning bright and early and to plan the honor himself.  
Two NT verses come to mind at this point.  

Romans 8:28  28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.
How do we know.  Because of Bible accounts like Esther and because God says so.  The Christ of the Cross.  God who did not spare His own Son but gave Him up on the Cross….will He not also give us all things feely.  

1 Thessalonians 5:18   18 in everything give thanks; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.
Not God’s will to give thanks for everything,
but to give thanks because everything is God’s will for you.
God is working behind the scenes…and nothing He purposes to do can be thwarted.  God works in all things…God works behind the scenes and….
God Works Unopposed: 

Job 42:2  2 "I know that You can do all things, And that no purpose of Yours can be thwarted.

Psalm 115:2-3  2 Why should the nations say, "Where, now, is their God?"  3 But our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases.

Isaiah 14:27  27 "For the LORD of hosts has planned, and who can frustrate it? And as for His stretched-out hand, who can turn it back?"
Isaiah 43:13  13 "Even from eternity I am He, And there is none who can deliver out of My hand; I act and who can reverse it?"

Isaiah 46:9-10  9 "Remember the former things long past, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me,  10 Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times things which have not been done, Saying, 'My purpose will be established, And I will accomplish all My good pleasure”
We are sitting on the cusp of a fearful election.  Men are raging against God in our state.  We have had judges who God has placed in power [Rom. 13:1] challenge and seek to deny, the Order of Creation of the Sovereign God.  But they act, unknown to them, under the unseen hand of the very God they so disdain.. So let’s talk about what they are doing..  
· They are suppressing the truth about God as creator. 

Romans 1:18-20  18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,  19 because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them.  20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.

We are way past The Creation / Evolution battle now.  We are facing men who suppress God’s Creation of Marriage because it reveals entirely too much about God in the world.  They know it and now you know that they know it.  

· They are outwardly revealing the rejection in their hearts for their own creator.  

Romans 1:21-22  21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  22 Professing to be wise, they became fools,

· They are worshiping something other than God. Men must have something to worship and live for.  If it is not the Living God revealed in His Creation then it will be something that God has created. There are no other choices 
Romans 1:23  23 and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures.  
· Living a lie is difficult especially in a world where God is still preached as the Blessed Creator of all things.  God says that such men will be given over to experience what they so desire.  A world with no purpose, no order, no design, no Eternal power or Majesty.  It is a world of their own making devoid of all that is eternally beautiful.  
Romans 1:24-25  24 Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that their bodies would be dishonored among them.  25 For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.

Proposition Eight is about resisting the desire of the wicked to eradicate as much of the Image of God from our Society as possible.  It is, according to Scripture, the last step in the descent of man away from his Creator.  God will only be suppressed for so long. Then He will give men over to the things they so desire.  To be free of Him altogether.  
Marriage according to the Bible is the purest expression, in a fallen world of God’s Love for His creation and their submission to Him  Male and Female reveal His image.  

Genesis 1:27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.

Marriage between a man and women also reveals the Glory of God as The Life Giver.  God shared with husbands and wives His Glory by making them life givers.  Marriage between a man and a woman reveals this most glorious attribute of God. 
So where is God in all this?  Is He working unopposed as the Scripture says?  Absolutely!  He will eventually give men over to what they so desperately want….to be free of all image of God in this world.   But we are equally committed to revealing the Glory of God in this creation.  Because of this Truth,  men…you should repent today of every selfishness you have ever had toward you wife….and renew your love for Christ and His glory by loving her as Christ loved the church and gave Himself for her.  
And ladies, this is why you should repent of every time you have refused to honor your husband and love him.  Your honor for him reveals the honor and submission that we the church have for our precious Savior Jesus Christ.  
Go vote for the glory of Christ to continue to be seen in the State of California for a little longer.  Pray that God will not give men over just yet to what they so desperately desire, but wait, that His Glory might be revealed in His church and in our marriages.  Don’t vote against gays or gay marriage.  Vote for the continued revelation of the Glory of God and His love for men even those who hate us.   Let God’s image be revealed in your life.  
God Works in the hearts of all People

Now what will become of us if so and so is elected?  God will work Sovereignly and un opposed.  
· God causes men who hate Him to do exactly what He wants them to do

Exodus 12:35-36  35 Now the sons of Israel had done according to the word of Moses, for they had requested from the Egyptians articles of silver and articles of gold, and clothing;  36 and the LORD had given the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they let them have their request. Thus they plundered the Egyptians.
Is God able to do this today….say with ….The President of the United States.  YES!  Consider this…
Proverbs 21:1  The king's heart is like channels of water in the hand of the LORD; He turns it wherever He wishes.

Well what about a president who opposes God and the things of God.  Consider Cyrus the King of Persia….read “IRAN”….to whom God had entrusted His children Israel as slaves.  

Ezra 1:1-2  Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he sent a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and also put it in writing, saying:  2 "Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, 'The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and He has appointed me to build Him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah.

What about petty godless bureaucrats?

Daniel 1:9 Now God granted Daniel favor and compassion in the sight of the commander of the officials
Conclusion:
We live in a day that has struck fear in many hearts.  What will happen if the wrong candidate gets elected?  What will our congress do next?  What will happen if this or that proposition goes the wrong way?  Are there any answers that will bring us peace?  
“The sovereignty of God is the one impregnable rock to which the suffering human heart must cling.  The circumstances surrounding our lives are no accident:  They may be the work of evil, but that evil is held firmly within the mighty hand of our Sovereign God….All evil is subject to Him, and evil cannot touch His children unless He permits it.  God is the Lord of human history and of the personal history of every member of His redeemed family.”  Margaret Clarkson
We are not at the mercy of the wicked or the politically insane.  
Psalm 46:1-11  For the choir director. A Psalm of the sons of Korah, set to Alamoth. A Song. God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble.  2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change And though the mountains slip into the heart of the sea;  3 Though its waters roar and foam, Though the mountains quake at its swelling pride. Selah.  4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, The holy dwelling places of the Most High.  5 God is in the midst of her, she will not be moved; God will help her when morning dawns.  6 The nations made an uproar, the kingdoms tottered; He raised His voice, the earth melted.  7 The LORD of hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our stronghold. Selah.  8 Come, behold the works of the LORD, Who has wrought desolations in the earth.  9 He makes wars to cease to the end of the earth; He breaks the bow and cuts the spear in two; He burns the chariots with fire.  10 "Cease striving and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth."  11 The LORD of hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our stronghold. Selah. 
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