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Introduction: 
This morning we have set aside a Sunday to take communion.  Most of us have been doing this every month for many, many years.  It is often performed as a service within a service.  We have the singing and preaching and then we have a separate service with its own order and ritual.   Sometimes we have this before the regular morning service sometimes at the end, but most of us have come to view it as a separate event in the life of the church. 
In this context two extremes have developed.  

· It is trivialized and performed in order to get on to more important things.  

· It is transformed into something that has merit in and of itself.  That is to say that it is the supreme thing to do.  The ultimate ritual to perform because it imparts to the participant some spiritual merit he would not otherwise have.  
These are the typical ways we see the communion misunderstood in our day and culture, but in Corinth they had still another problem.  Before I tell you about it I want to give you a little background on the church in Corinth.  

They were a Greek church in a prominent and affluent city of the ancient world.  

· They were, like most Greeks, enamored with the outward.  They fancied fine oratory weather or not it made any sense or if they even believed it.  They wanted Paul to preach like that when he came there.  
ESV 1 Corinthians 1:17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.
NIV 1 Corinthians 2:1 When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God.
· They were into displays of wealth and status and their own little circle of friends. They considered themselves superior to other believers.  
1 Corinthians 3:1-3  And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to infants in Christ.  2 I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able,  3 for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men?
Our passage this morning is the only New Testament instruction on Communion.  It is given to an unruly church and it is revealed  in the text what they were doing and how they were failing in their worship of Christ within the Body called His Church.  We will look at:

The Problem in the Corinthian Church

The Prescription for the Corinthian Church 

The Promise to the Corinthian Church.  

The Problem in Corinth [17-22]:  
1 Corinthians 11:17-19  17 But in giving this instruction, I do not praise you, because you come together not for the better but for the worse.  18 For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, I hear that divisions exist among you; and in part I believe it.  19 For there must also be factions among you, so that those who are approved may become evident among you.
· They were carving up Christ’s Body into smaller competing groups.  They wanted to be with their own special group.  The rich wanted to hang with the rich and those that cherished fine oratory with their kind.  Each one feeling superior to those who did not agree with them or were different from them. 

You come together not for the better but for the worse: It would be better to have no communion service at all then to have one that actually dishonors the Lord Jesus Christ.  This strikes right at the heart of what the Corinthians were doing regularly. The Bible says that they were doing more harm than good.  What was the harm they were doing?  They were fracturing the Body of Jesus Christ into smaller and competing groups.  
I hear that divisions exist among you:  They were grouped together and in their own minds they were superior in their abilities, standings and spirituality to the common people of their church body.   
· They were not meeting together to worship the Lord but they said they were.  

1 Corinthians 11:20-22  20 Therefore when you meet together, it is not to eat the Lord's Supper,  21 for in your eating each one takes his own supper first; and one is hungry and another is drunk.  22 What! Do you not have houses in which to eat and drink? Or do you despise the church of God and shame those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you? In this I will not praise you.
Therefore when you meet together, it is not to eat the Lord's Supper:  They had so completely forgotten and changed the purpose of the Lord’s Supper that what they were doing was not even classified by Paul as the Lord’s supper. 
Each one takes his own supper first; and one is hungry and another is drunk:  they had actually substituted their own supper for the one that the Lord provided for them.  They had come to do their own thing. Eat their own food. Spend time with their own friends and ultimately to satisfy their own desires.
What! Do you not have houses in which to eat and drink?:  The purpose of the Lord’s supper was completely misunderstood.  This does not mean that we cannot eat and drink in one another’s homes or even in our church building.  It means that the bread and the cup are not for the purpose of eating and drinking.  Let me be as blunt as possible here.  The Lord’s Table is about the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is not about us and we are to leave ourselves behind for a few moments to enter into the presence of Christ and Worship Him.  The Crying need of the Church in the world is to worship her Savior.  She does almost anything but that today.   
Do you despise the church of God?  The Church is the people.  It is all too easy at this point to imagine this all going on down in the fellowship hall at church.  That is not where it took place.  The church in the middle of the first century did not have its own defined buildings.  They were in homes.  They went to someone else’s home for a worship gathering of the Body and behaved like this.  They brought their own food, they would not share with one another.  They let those who were poor go hungry while they had enough of everything that they could even get drunk with their wine.  

Now notice how the Scripture describes this attitude.  They despised the Church of God!!  The people of God.  The Household of God.  The Children of God.  The Sheep of the Great Shepherd.  They were not despising an institution or a building or a denomination.  They were despising Christ’s Body.  
The Prescription for Corinth [23-25]: 
1 Corinthians 11:23-25  23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed took bread;  24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, "This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me."  25 In the same way He took the cup also after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me."

· Return to the pure purpose of the communion given by Jesus Himself.

This is not a new teaching.  What Paul said he received is the exact same thing that the Apostles recorded in the Gospels.  He is reminding them of the Words of Christ.  This is a key point now.  It is Jesus Christ who gets to define the meaning of the communion and not some church or group of self-aggrandizing men.  This is why Paul goes right back to the meaning of the communion celebration by quoting the Lord Jesus Himself.  

Luke 22:19-20   19 And when He had taken some bread and given thanks, He broke it and gave it to them, saying, "This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me."  20 And in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying, "This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood.
This is what Paul received from the Lord.  It is the instruction for the remembrance of Christ at His own table.  We are not to depart from this but we quickly and easily do.  We imagine the elements to be the focal point.  We think the content of the cup is worth fighting over as if we could ever really return to the actual same bread and wine that Jesus used on that last Passover night. 

Christ gave His body for you on the Cross:  But The Scripture teaches…and right here in this book…that the Body of Christ is also His Children.  Those for whom He died.  They are the ones He chose and the ones He came for.  He love them from Eternity past…just like He loved you.  These people in Corinth were despising that entire truth.  By there actions they revealed that they did not cherish what Jesus did for His Body…only what He did for them. 
Christ poured out His blood to ratify the New Covenant for you:  In this way Jesus took away our sins and made us His children.  
Hebrews 10:15-18   15 And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us; for after saying,  16 "THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THEM AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: I WILL PUT MY LAWS UPON THEIR HEART, AND ON THEIR MIND I WILL WRITE THEM," He then says,  17 "AND THEIR SINS AND THEIR LAWLESS DEEDS I WILL REMEMBER NO MORE."  18 Now where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no longer any offering for sin.

1 Corinthians 11:26  26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.

Taking the communion is proclaiming Christ  “announce, declare, promulgate, make known; to proclaim publicly, publish”   Is this what we imagine ourselves to be doing when we come to the table. 
This table is intended to give you an opportunity to make known publicly that your Lord Jesus died for you and all men on the Cross.  You may have never thought of yourself as one who can proclaim anything about Christ.  In a few moments we will all sit here in this little building away from the watching eyes of the world and we will eat a small piece of bread and drink a sip from a small cup.  What good does this do?  What is accomplished by this apparently unnoticed and insignificant few moments?

The Bible says that we are preaching, announcing, declaring, making known and proclaiming publicly that Jesus died for the sins of men.  Heaven watches!  The creation is filled with a million angels that watch.  God the Father, God the Son and God the Spirit watch us confess that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  
Acts 4:10-12   10 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead-- by this name this man stands here before you in good health.  11 "He is the STONE WHICH WAS REJECTED by you, THE BUILDERS, but WHICH BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER stone.  12 "And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved."
1 Corinthians 6:2 Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world is to be judged by you, are you incompetent [unworthy] to try trivial cases?
The Promise for Corinth [27-34]:

1 Corinthians 11:27-30  27 Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner, shall be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord.  28 But a man must examine himself, and in so doing he is to eat of the bread and drink of the cup.  29 For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to himself if he does not judge the body rightly.  30 For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep.

In an unworthy manner:  This does not mean that you must be worthy to approach the table of the Lord.  No men are worthy.  He alone is worthy. He has made us able to approach.   

Revelation 5:9-10  9 And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.  10 "You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth."

It is a solemn warning to those who despise the household of God, His family of children that He has redeemed with His own blood.  They treat it lightly and therefore treat the cost of it lightly.  

Christ’s children…His Body the Church cost His life on the cross.  He left the glory of heaven to serve you at His Table.  

Luke 22:25-27  25 And He said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who have authority over them are called 'Benefactors.'  26 "But it is not this way with you, but the one who is the greatest among you must become like the youngest, and the leader like the servant.  27 "For who is greater, the one who reclines at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at the table? But I am among you as the one who serves.

A man must examine himself:  What is your status before the Cross?  How do you feel about the Body of Christ or the children He purchased at the Calvary?  These are the questions that a man is to ask himself as he comes to the table.  
Eats and drinks judgment to himself if he does not judge the body rightly:  This is a judgment that falls on those who despise the body of Christ.  His sacrifice on the Cross and His Children on the earth. He treats them lightly in his own mind and demonstrates that in his unworthy manner of worship.  Such a man should stay far from the table of the Lord because when we eat and drink here….creation and God Himself are watching.  

Again it does not mean that we come without sin and without fault.  That is Roman Catholic doctrine.  They believe that only The Roman Church can absolve sin and only they can give to men the actual blood and the actual literal flesh of Jesus.  That in turn grants salvation to the partaker. 

We come as sinners.  We come as the redeemed.  We are only here because Jesus died for us and opened the way to His presence at the cross.  We come to proclaim Him worthy!

Come now to the table of the Lord.  He has set it for you.  It is a commemoration of His Work on the Cross and a Proclamation that we trust Him alone for our eternal salvation.  We are not alone.  God is present as He always is.  Christ is in you when you have come to trust Him alone for your eternal life.  The Spirit has sealed our hearts and is crying even now…Abba Father.  Come to the table to remember Jesus Christ and declare Him worthy of your worship.    Let us respond with John who said, after seeing Christ in His Glory…
Revelation 5:11-13   11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands,  12 saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing."  13 And every created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all things in them, I heard saying, "To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and ever."
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