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Introduction:

Have you ever had the experience of sitting around the Thanksgiving table while each person is asked to give something for which they are thankful.  At such times the anxiety can be palpable.  Some people fall back on what they believe will most endear them to others at the table.  There are the rebellious, bitter and ungrateful who feel a need to make a token show of gratitude to someone or something…after all it is Thanksgiving.  Everyone knows they are insincere in their expressions but the charade continues year after year. Maybe the worst of all are those who can’t think of a single thing. 

Perhaps you are or have been one of those people at the table.  Perhaps Thanksgiving and Christmas are not your favorite times of year. Too many uncomfortable situations like the one we just described!   Many people actually dread these holidays.  Statistics show that suicide rates even jump significantly during the holidays. 

It is heartbreaking that many Christians, live common lives on this earth.  They do not experience much, if any, of the Glory of Jesus Christ daily.  Life is hard, people are cruel, friends are few and God seems distant. 

In Colossians One, Paul and Timothy are writing to the faithful brethren in Colossae.  They are filled with thanksgiving to God and it has to do with the lives of these brothers.  Toward the end of our passage Paul prays that the Colossians too will be filled with thanksgiving to God.  The Scripture gives reasons why Paul is thankful and reasons why you should be too.  
In our passage this morning we will look at four serious threats to “Thankfulness” in your life.  Although there are many more that could be mentioned  the knowledge of these few will protect us from tumbling into the spiritual quicksand of ingratitude.  For “Thankfulness” to thrive we need: 
· Hope [5]   
· The  Fruit of the Gospel [6]  
· The Knowledge of His will [9]  
· To know what pleases God [10]

Let’s take them one at a time and consider why they are such forceful reasons.

We Need Hope!  But we protest saying, “we do have hope!  We hope for heaven because Jesus died for our sins.”  But is this really the hope of God?  Paul told the Colossians that he had heard of their faith and love.  The hope mentioned is the source of that faith and love.  

Colossians 1:3-5  3 We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,  4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you have for all the saints;  5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word of truth, the gospel
Many Christians have limited their hope to heaven.  This is why they experience little to be thankful for on this earth.  Hope is linked to thanksgiving.  Hope is a universal human need.  We find the strength to convalesce from an injury because we have hope of being whole again.  We get through difficult financial times because we have hope of a better monetary day.  In the same way many believers grind out this life in misery because they will be happy eventually with Jesus.  This, Christians,  is a serious misunderstanding of the Scripture. 

The hope of Christ is not like these human examples.  Notice with me that the faith and love we have on this earth comes from the hope we have in heaven.  Faith in Christ and Love for one another are because of what awaits us in heaven. It is not heaven.  If heaven is your hope then you are thinking about yourself.  What awaits us in heaven is Jesus our Savior.  

1 Thessalonians 1:9-10  9 …. you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God,  10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath to come.
1 Timothy 1:1   Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus according to the commandment of God our Savior, and of Christ Jesus, who is our hope,
1 Timothy 4:10  10 For it is for this we labor and strive, because we have fixed our hope on the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of believers.
It is easy to imagine this hope to be “going to heaven.”  Then we will not have these weaknesses and struggles.  But our Hope is Christ and He is present with us today.  He awaits us in heaven to be sure, but extends His love and power to us today.  The Colossians were dependent on Him.  That is what faith in Christ means.  We trust Him.  We need Him. We get everything from Him.  It is easy to see how setting your heart on Jesus will increase your faith because “Faith is about what Christ does for you.”.  Let me show you how it will increase your love.

Human love is given to those who can benefit us in some way.  We love our spouse because they make us feel good, complement us, meet our needs, bring us satisfaction. We express that human love by doing and saying tender and merciful things for and to them.  On the other hand, we do not love people who do not benefit us in any way.  We not only avoid them but they actually annoy us.  They do not make us feel good, complement us, meet our needs or bring us any satisfaction.  This is the kind of interaction often found in churches….right??
Now those who hope in Christ experience not only increased faith [dependence] upon Christ but increased love for all the brethren.  The love happens because we are no longer looking to others to satisfy us.  We have Jesus for that.  We are fixed upon Him as the sole source of joy, pleasure, satisfaction and help.  We are now totally free to bestow love on those who would have otherwise just been bothersome to us.  The hope of Jesus Christ makes us totally dependent on Him and those that depend on Him alone are free to give their affection and love away with impunity. 
Those who are fully dependent upon Christ have growing and vibrant faith.  Their faith is not in what they can do for God but what He has done for them.  

Those who hope in Christ for all their needs are set free to love others.  If they do not return our affection we are alright.  We did not love to receive.  We loved to give some of what Christ has given to us. 
Beloved, Hope in Christ.  By this I mean look to Him alone for the satisfactions of your life and soul.  He is able and willing to meet every need of your heart.  Fix your eyes upon Him everyday. Make yourself dependent on Him and the outpouring of His provision for you will fill your heart with Thanksgiving and praise to Him  You will go about in a permanent state of Thankfulness to God.   
This yielded dependence will open our eyes to see the fruit of the Gospel. 
We need to see the fruit of the Gospel:  “Our Hope” is infinitely more than our “FUTURE” salvation. In the same way, the “good news” is immeasurably more than your “PAST” salvation. 
Colossians 1:5-6  5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word of truth, the gospel  6 which has come to you, just as in all the world also it is constantly bearing fruit and increasing, even as it has been doing in you also since the day you heard of it and understood the grace of God in truth;

It is always safe to live in the past or the future, because we have no responsibilities in either of them.  It is the present that requires our attention.  We should not be surprised if we find the present unsatisfying when we are living in the past or the future.  The Bible tells us here and throughout its chapters that the future and the past both impact the present.  We have seen how our hope laid up in heaven impacts us today.  Jesus is that hope and He is alive and living in us.  He is the all sufficient Savior who is producing in us faith in Him and Love for one another.  
In the same way Christ’s work on the Cross is extending its reach all the way to your life today. The undeserved mercy of God toward you at the Cross is still being poured out in your life today.  It is grace that gives you physical life.  Grace that provides for your financial needs.  It is grace that gives us jobs, food, love, joy, peace and all the rest of the things we cherish.  Christ gives us all our abilities to obey Him.  He changes our life to match His.  He cares for and disciples His children.  All through Grace.  All because of the Cross.  This is the fruit of the Gospel.  It goes on bearing fruit in believers throughout their entire lives.     

ILL: A women once described to me how here parents rejected her as a child and even now as an adult showed all the favoritism to her siblings.  The money, the honor, the family treasures all went to the other siblings all of whom cared not a whit for the suffering of their parents in their old age.  Her brothers and sisters were the “children of their parents.”  This dear sister instead, had become a “child of God.”  She lived with the pain of rejection, without joy until she realized that the fruit of the gospel had fallen into her lap.  Of all these family members Christ had chosen her alone to be His child.  Brothers and sisters, these are not small blessings.  If we think of the gospel as only our passport into heaven when we die we miss much of the point.  It is the proof that God sees, knows and cares about you.  Out of the billions of people in the world He picked you.  
As our lives are beset with difficulties please imagine Jesus calling from heaven,  “Why am I not sufficient for you?”  “Why are my gifts not enough for you?”  “ Why are you not thankful to be my dear precious child?”  What can we answer to these questions?  The Scripture turns our heads to look at Jesus and away from ourselves.  This is where thankfulness comes from. 
Romans 5:1-10  Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.  3 And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance;  4 and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope;  5 and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.  6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  7 For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die.  8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.  10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.
My friend, the fruit of the gospel is the actual sustaining love of God for you personally.  Did you miss noticing it today?  Was your gaze fixed upon something else so that you did not see the basket of  gospel fruit dumped into your lap?  
The Hope of Christ Himself is reason number one to be thankful.  Seeing the fruit of the Gospel is reason number two.  
We Need knowledge of His will for our lives.  
Colossians 1:9   9 For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,

Well.  Here is a question:  If we are not supposed to live in the future [just waiting for the Lord’s return] or in the past [thinking that grace was only given at the cross] what is left for us?  THE PRESENT!  
Paul prays for these saints to be filled up with the knowledge of God’s will for them.  This is my prayer for you today as well.  NOW STOP RIGHT THERE!  This is not what you imagine it to be.  It is not “knowing what God wants you to do with your life.”  Where to live, what to buy, who to marry, what job to take.  These are not addressed in this prayer.  Let me show you how we know.  
First of all Paul prays for a full filling.  A completed filling.  This is clear in the original.  It is not the ongoing knowledge of the will of God in your circumstances.  It is a definitive knowledge of the will of God for you.  
Further more it is said to be a “spiritual wisdom and understanding.”  This takes it out of the physical or mere circumstantial. It is a knowledge granted by the Spirit of God to us.  It is not something that can be discerned by outward signs or events.   

When someone says, “I wonder what God’s will is for my life,” he usually means, “I wonder what God wants me to do”.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18   16 Rejoice always;  17 pray without ceasing;  18 in everything give thanks; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.
Now it is true that God does want us to do something with our lives, but primarily He wants us to become something.  God’s will is to transform you into the person mentioned above in I Thessalonians.  It will do no good whatsoever for me to tell you to rejoice, pray or give thanks.  I can tell you this though…When you get your hope set on Christ again and not on this life…you will rejoice, you will pray and you will give thanks.  Just listen to the plan God has for you.  We will call this “His will for you.” 

Romans 8:29-32   29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren;  30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.  31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?  32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? 
God has a definitive will for your life.  You need to know what it is so that you can rejoice over it. The Scripture we just read spells it out clearly. 

· He knew you before the creation of the world
· He predetermined to conform you to Jesus

· He then called you  [an effectual call…explain]

· He justified you when you responded

· He will ultimately glorify you  [explain]

· He is for you

· He proved His love at the Cross 
We need to know the will of God for our lives.  This is it.  You are not working for God He is working for you and in you.  Our response is yieldedness and adoration.
 It is our worship that leads us to the next and final point this morning.   
We need to know what pleases God.  
Colossians 1:10 so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;
Satan has successfully planted the thought in our minds that “we must do something for God in order to please Him”.  This is not true.  Watch young lovers sometime.  They please each other by sitting together.  They seem pleased to be spoken to, to be trusted, to be thought about.    Our heavenly Father is pleased by our presence with Him.  What pleases God is our worship and adoration.  We will never please Him with our works.  Even our best things are meager but thankfully there is something you have that God actually wants. 
Romans 12:1-2  Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.  2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. 
These mercies are spelled out for us in the verses just preceding these. 

Romans 11:33-36  33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways!  34 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, OR WHO BECAME HIS COUNSELOR?  35 Or WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO HIM THAT IT MIGHT BE PAID BACK TO HIM AGAIN?  36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen. 
Everything is about God.  His will is beyond knowing.  You will never find it in a million years of searching.  No one else knows it for themselves and certainly cannot know it for you.  No one can put God in their debt by anything they ever do.  He does not pay us back for anything good we do.  He always gives out of grace. Everything in creation has to do with God and Paul wishes and calls for the day when the universe sees it fully displayed across the billboard of creation. 
God is therefore urging you in Romans 12:1.  The word here means coming along side you to encourage you.  It is not a command although it certainly would seem appropriate.  No, it is a comforter’s call.  It says, “come to this great and awesome God.  Can you believe that such a God as this would want you to give yourself to Him.  You may think poorly of yourself but God desires you.  He sought you at the Cross.  He calls tenderly to you today.  “Come to me.  I will be everything to you.”
God even tells us what sacrifice to bring.  He does not want your efforts.  He wants you.  You are acceptable to Him.  He has made you acceptable to Him.  You are washed and clothed in Christ’s righteousness and may therefore come to worship.  What will you bring…yourself.

Stop being conformed.  The world is always pushing us around.  Think this way.  Act that way.  Value this and shun that.  God wants you and me to know His will for us and it is not to reflect the shape of the world.   But, again, this is more easily said than done.  The key to stopping this involuntary shaping of our lives is to voluntarily allow them to be shaped to something else. 

Let yourself be transformed.  This is what God does.  We do not do this transforming.  We yield to it and we yield because we trust Christ. 

That you may prove what God’s will.  The word “prove” is a word that is placed on the bottom of clay pots in Greece.  It means that it has been tested and approved.  God is telling us plainly His will.  He wants us to give ourselves to Him  He then promises that we will approve of the work He does in our lives.  This is a satisfaction guarantee. We will know experientially that everything about God’s mercy and grace is totally true.  
One final thought in verse two.  This pleases God.  If the desire of your heart is to know the will of God and please Him then these are your verses.  God’s will is that you come and worship Him. You may come daily…hourly if you wish.  You must bring nothing, but yourself.  You are the acceptable offering.  He prepared you from eternity to come and give Him glory in creation. This is His will.  This is His pleasure.   
God is gently, but deliberately calling your attention to Himself.  He is offering to fulfill the desire of the new heart He placed in you.  The desire to know His will and how to please Him.  It all seems so unattainable in our human strength. The more we try the more we fail and the more guilt we experience.  Satan gloats as he points out our inability to please God.  

But wait…God is calling.  He is urging you to listen to Him.  He just wants you.  He does not want your works of righteousness.  He is your righteousness.  He wants you to come into His presence and give yourself back to Him.  This is the pure worship that is the will of God for you.  
· You please God when you give yourself to Him without reservation. 

· You worship God when you respond to Him without condition. 

· You experience God’s will and pleasure when you let Him transform your character. 

CONCLUSION: 

· Don’t live in the future just enduring this life until it is over

· Don’t live in the past by thinking that Grace ended at the Cross and now we must work to please God. 

Instead

· Live in the present by daily offering yourselves to God in worship 
· Know that your total dependence on Christ pleases God.  
This unsurpassed sense of spiritual well-being is exactly what Paul prayed for the saints in Colossae.  All ingratitude, bitterness, loss of hope and purpose stem from tying our spiritual and emotional welfare to the outcome of our human lives.   
All thankfulness and joy come from tying ourselves to Christ.   Everything else we create for ourselves here on this earth is a cheap and temporary imitation of the real thing.  This is the true purpose of our lives.  To focus mind and body, soul and spirit upon the person of Jesus Christ.  He has done everything for you.  He loves you and you know full well you don’t deserve it.  He is transforming you.  He is giving you Hope. He is producing Fruit in your life. He is causing you to actually live out His will for your life everyday and finally He is assuring you of His pleasure.  If we are missing this it is because we have become too preoccupied with our own lives and too little with the  worship of Christ. 

Paul prayed for the Colossians and I pray for you that you might be…
Colossians 1:11-13  11 strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously  12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light.  13 For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,
May God cause your heart to overflow with Thanksgiving to Him throughout this month and may you experience His pleasure from your acceptable offering of yourself in worship.
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