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Introduction: 
When we first moved to El Dorado County 27 years ago there was an abandoned house that stood along the road between Coloma and Garden Valley.  Because we traveled that road several times a week it was a constant visual companion over the years.  To my knowledge no one ever lived in it and the rumor was that it was started and then abandoned because it was too close to a property line.  I often thought that it looked like a fine house that should have been finished and lived in.  It gave a nice appearance.  

As the years passed, however,  I noticed that it appeared to be  getting shorter.  I thought at first that the weeds and plants were just growing up around it until… after one particularly fierce windstorm…it disappeared from view altogether.  It had collapsed into the berries and brush and although I still know where it stood…it cannot be seen at all today.
Such is the importance of a proper foundation.  The structure may appear sound, but when the foundation is flawed its future is not bright.  The house I spoke of was a complete loss to its owner and builder.  In the end all the work, money and hopes amounted to nothing because they built it on the wrong foundation and built with improper materials.  

This morning we want to consider a key passage in the New Testament that speaks to each of us about how we will build our lives.  It likens your life to a building that is being built as you live your everyday life.  Every day, every event, every relationship and every circumstance produces some work on the building.  Like the race that is set before us in Hebrews 12:1, we cannot opt out of this.  This morning we will build.  This afternoon we will build and it will go on until the end of our days.  It is sometimes comforting to imagine life in categories where we do religious things for God and then the rest of our life is pretty much neutral unless we are doing something really bad.  But,  Scripture reveals that all of your life is an ongoing building project.  
This morning I want to talk to you about: 

· Your Foundation 

· Your Building materials

· Your Final Inspection

 Your Foundation 

Jesus gave us a very precise word on this subject when He lived among us. He, in fact, began the New Testament analogy of building.  Let’s read what He had to say.  

Luke 6:47-49  47 "Everyone who comes to Me and hears My words and acts on them, I will show you whom he is like:  48 he is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid a foundation on the rock; and when a flood occurred, the torrent burst against that house and could not shake it, because it had been well built.  49 "But the one who has heard and has not acted accordingly, is like a man who built a house on the ground without any foundation; and the torrent burst against it and immediately it collapsed, and the ruin of that house was great."

Most of us have heard this story from the earliest days of our youth.  Perhaps even now you are thinking of the Sunday School song we all know.  The familiar is sometimes our downfall.  Is this an instruction for building a house?  Of course not!  It is the instruction for how to build the life that God gave to you in Him.  Everyone knows that the “wise man built his house upon the rock,” but do we know how he built it and what materials he used?  Do we even know what the rock is?  

Jesus makes an analogy of two men who build.  The first one does three important things.  He comes to Christ, He listens to Christ and He does the Words of Christ.  The man who has done all three of these things is similar to a man who has gone down to the bed rock before building.  

Coming is the first characteristic.  
· Eternal Life

John 6:37   37 "All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out.

· Rest in the midst of Conflict

Matthew 11:28-30   28 "Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  29 "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS.  30 "For My yoke is easy and My burden is light."

· The enabling of God from your innermost being

John 7:37-38   37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.  38 "He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, 'From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.'"

We can quickly see the absolute necessity of coming to Jesus this way.  This is not a head knowledge from Sunday School or Catechism.  It is a personal embracing of the Personal Savior.  He is central to the entire point and not just His teaching. 
Listening is the second characteristic.   Many Bibles translate this word “hearing” but listening is the proper meaning in this verse.  We may hear many things but we listen to the things that are important to us.  
ILL.  Years ago one of my children developed what I feared was some sort of a hearing problem.  If he was engrossed in some activity of interest he would never respond when I called to him.  We were about to take him for a hearing test when I decided to try a simple test.  I stood across the room and spoke in my softest voice and said, “do you want some candy?”  He immediately turned to me with full attention.  We did not have a hearing problem, just a listening problem.  
When a man comes to Christ he has already placed himself in close proximity and is able to listen when Jesus speaks.  Hearing His Word, putting yourself where it is preached, and reading it regularly makes us listeners. 
“Doing” is the last of the three marks of a wise house builder.  Jesus spoke these words in a context of a sermon in which he admonished us to be merciful, generous and forgiving. All of these are clearly hard teaching for men.  They run counter to their nature.  This is why Jesus never said to the crowds simply to obey His commands.  His admonition was three fold starting with coming.  The person of Jesus is the power behind all doing.   
The second man does only two of the three important things.  Jesus spoke to such men just before he told the story we are considering.  They were a religious crowd.  They sought to do all the things which the law required, but they had long since stopped coming to God.  The source of their strength was themselves.  They used their intellect and will power to do only two of the three things Jesus spoke of.  
John 5:39-40  9 "You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about Me;  40 and you are unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life.

There are many today in Churches and society that are trying to do the last two without the first.  They read the red letters of their Bibles.  They consider Christ a great moral and religious teacher.  They try to obey the “golden rule,” but their hearts have never come to Christ.  They do not believe He is who He said He was. How many religions and denominations do many good works but deny that Jesus is God the Son, the only Savior of men. 
This “second man” does not come to Christ.  He believes that he can obey God in His own strength and thus obligate God to admit him to heaven.  He is building a house that will not pass the final inspection on that final day.  
Luke 6:49  49 "But the one who has heard and has not acted accordingly, is like a man who built a house on the ground without any foundation; and the torrent burst against it and immediately it collapsed, and the ruin of that house was great."

As we have noticed throughout the Scripture, God primarily uses men to carry out His purposes in the world.  This explains why Paul told the Ephesians that the church was built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets.  God used men to lay it down but they did not do so in their own power.  What they laid down was the foundation of Christ who determines the entire perfection of the building.  
Ephesians 2:20-22   20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone,  21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord,  22 in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.

Jesus is Himself the foundation.  This is perfectly clear in I Corinthians.
1 Corinthians 3:9-11   9 For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building.  10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on it.  11 For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

Men were used of God to lay it down but it was never the men who were the foundation.  In the same manner you build.  You are building your life upon what?  Upon Christ.  The building is in honor of Christ.  We all want to be happy, successful, loved and loving and at peace with God, ourselves and others…but these things honor Christ because He is the one working in us for His good pleasure.  We are building upon The Person and Work of Jesus Christ. 
So how do we build?  Let’s see what Scripture says about the building materials themselves. 
Your Building materials

Listening and doing is picked out by Jesus as the way to build.  But the key though here is “listening to whom” and “doing what?”   The context of our passage in I Corinthians is Christian in nature.  Paul is writing to a church full of believers.  They have many problems and incorrect notions, but they are, ”The church of God which is at Corinth, … those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by calling,´ 1 Corinthians 1:2  
Paul wants them and us to know the ongoing nature of the Christian life.  It is not a stagnant life.  We are not saved in order to wait for our death and entrance into heave. We have been placed into a race and assigned to build on a foundation.  You are building,  so let us be careful how we build.  We have a choice of materials as believers. 
Wood Hay and Stubble…..Gold, Silver, Precious Stones.

1 Corinthians 3:10-15   10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on it.  11 For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  12 Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw,  13 each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work.  14 If any man's work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward.  15 If any man's work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.
Even the Apostle Paul stated that he was only building according to Grace.  In other words, he was building with the materials that he had freely [and certainly without merit] received from God.  God had revealed Himself to Paul, had instructed Paul and had strengthened Paul for the building. We are all building on that foundation in the same way. [10]
As we have previously discussed, “The Foundation” has already been laid through Paul, the other Apostles and The Prophets.  We are not building on ourselves, our morality, integrity or religiosity.  We are attached to the foundation of a personal love for the person of Christ seen through the Cross.   [11]

When Paul says, “Now if”… at the beginning of verse 12 he is using a Greek construction that means, ”since a man is building” or “because a man is building.”  The truth here is that, all men are building.  Rather, more specifically,  All Christians are building.  The key point of investigation is absolutely not how much building was done.  The text says that God will examine the quality of the materials used to build.  This then is not about the builder per se. We are to be careful how we build and to chose the eternal and beautiful materials,  but the examination will be of the quality of the materials. [12,13]
Now this really begs the question…

HOW DO YOU CHOSE THE PROPER MATERIALS?
The Bible tells us from the context of our passage how to chose eternal and pleasing building material for our lives. Right after telling us to be careful how we build, The Scripture begins to explain how to build properly.  

1 Corinthians 3:18-21  18 Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you thinks that he is wise in this age, he must become foolish, so that he may become wise.  19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness before God. For it is written, "He is THE ONE WHO CATCHES THE WISE IN THEIR CRAFTINESS";  20 and again, "THE LORD KNOWS THE REASONINGS of the wise, THAT THEY ARE USELESS."  21 So then let no one boast in men. For all things belong to you,

Let no man deceive himself: The useless and worthless are the things of men and the wisdom of men.  God is calling us to live our Christian lives the same way we came to possess them…BY GRACE.  God will give us His perspective on our trials, our money, our human desires.  Furthermore, and vitally, in this context He alone will grant us the grace to serve Him in His body.  We may have a gift of “helping”  When it is used for the love of Christ in this world it carries as much weight as the greatest preacher, missionary or evangelist’s gifts.  The less visible gifts of helps, mercy and giving…when offered to God in humble dependence on His grace, to carry them out, are of infinitely greater worth than swelling oratory and the applause of men when offered in human wisdom and power. 

Our cultural or religious ideas make it easy to fall back on human effort and wisdom.  This, Paul says is exactly what we must not do if we are going to build a life that will catch and reflect the glory of our Lord in His creation. The wisdom of this age is a snare.  There is a constant drumbeat of “conventional wisdom.”  When you have lived a few decades into adulthood you realize that it changes all the time.  Let me give you one examples.  

Wisdom of this Age: 
If you are full of pent up anger or hostility you should get it out of your system by speaking out.  After all you don’t want to be a hypocrite and not say what you really think?
Wisdom of God:  

Proverbs 17:27-28  27 He who restrains his words has knowledge, And he who has a cool spirit is a man of understanding.  28 Even a fool, when he keeps silent, is considered wise; When he closes his lips, he is considered prudent.

Ephesians 4:29  29 Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear.

One of the primary things you can do is to know and choose the wisdom of God in the circumstances of your life so why is it such a temptation for a believer to choose the wisdom of this world over the wisdom of God?  
· It makes us look like a fool.  Everyone knows that is not how it is done. We often look foolish when we listen to and carry out the words of Christ, but…The wisdom of this world is foolishness before God.  Simple wisdom like believing in Creation instead of Evolution.  Believing that it is better to give than always be acquiring. Submission of wives to husbands and the self-sacrificing love of husbands for their wives.  All these and many more like them form the basis of the wisdom of God.  You do not have to be smart, educated or particularly outgoing to embrace and possess all these.  The alternative is the wisdom of this world.  God mocks that because it reflects the accomplishments of men and not the reality of Christ.  

· We ourselves are not at all sure that it will work.  With all voices to the contrary we must hear [listen] only to the Word of God.  This then is really a faith issue.  If we want to increase faith then we need to listen to God and trust Him when He speaks to us. 
1 Corinthians 3:20-21   20 …"THE LORD KNOWS THE REASONINGS of the wise, THAT THEY ARE USELESS."  21 So then let no one boast in men. 

This, in the context, is the definition of Wood, hay and stubble.  It is material which has no value for the primary purpose of your life.  TO REFLECT THE GLORY OF CHRIST IN THE WORLD.  Gold, Silver and Precious Stones represent perfectly, “humble dependence upon Christ” that will allow Him to shine through you. 
Therefore…As you go about your daily life, live in full submission and dependence upon God.  Do not fall back onto our own reasoning as to how to deal with a difficult circumstance or person.  Take up the Lord’s solution and live by it instead.  Confess that He is wise and we are foolish. Receive freely [by grace] the answer and the strength to apply His wisdom to your life.  This is how we lay down a layer of costly material upon the foundation of Christ’s church.  You are all different with different abilities, but you all have this one.  You can embrace the wisdom of God and not the wisdom of men.  This is building with Gold, Silver and Precious Stones. 

If we build with shoddy and flammable materials they will be burned to ash and we will suffer loss.  IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOTICE that it is the materials that are examined and not the builder.  This is NOT a second judgment for our sins, failures and weaknesses.  Those were judged at the Cross where Jesus bore our sins in His own body on the Cross. [15]  
If we build with valuable materials [gold, silver and precious stones] that will not burn, our work will remain and God will reward us for that work.  [14]  The irony of this is that God asks us to bring only willing yieldedness to the building sight.  He will do the rest and in the end grant us a reward for what He has done through us.  

Your Final Inspection

2 Corinthians 5:6-10  6 Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord--  7 for we walk by faith, not by sight--  8 we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord.  9 Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.  10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

When Paul wrote his second letter to the Corinthians, he actually mentioned the “judgment seat of Christ.”  This is a term that brings a great deal of anxiety into the lives of Christians. As we have learned in Hebrews and Galatians, it is a great temptation to accept our salvation freely from Christ but return to our own works in order to perfect ourselves in His sight.  
Now, I want to ask you a serious question right now.  If your standing with Christ and your place in His household in heaven is dependent on how well you pray, hold your temper, control your thoughts and attitudes, read your Bible, understand your Bible, love your spouse, honor your parents, help the poor, have compassion on the weak and go to church…how well are you persuaded you will do.  

ILL:  I once walked into a Theology class for the final exam.  The professor said, “ Take out a piece of paper and put your name on it.  He then said, “The first question is “what grade do you think you deserve in this class.”  We all dutifully and “humbly” put down a grade.  Then He said…OK…that is what you get…class dismissed.  I actually got one grade lower than I earned.  
Thankfully God will not do something like that.  He has been saying that He saved you so that His own glory would be praised.  He chose you without merit and will perfect you because it makes His grace and mercy a practical reality in the world. God is working for His own Glory and we should build in complete dependence on Him.  Our Love for Him, Our trust in Him and our reliance on Him in every circumstance of our lives reflects His own Glory to Creation…Such a life is Gold, Silver and Precious Stones. 
So what is this judgment seat of Christ really all about? Let me start with what it is not and then we will see what it is. 

It is not a place of His Wrath

1 Thessalonians 1:10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead-- Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.
1 Thessalonians 5:9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,
It is not a place of His Condemnation 

Romans 8:1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
It is not The Fiery Trial of The Tribulation 

Revelation 3:10  10 'Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.

It is the place where we will finally see our Savior face to face. 

1 John 4:17 In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like him.


It is the place of reward for our lives of dependence. 
2 Corinthians 5:6-10  6 Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord--  7 for we walk by faith, not by sight--  8 we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord.  9 Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.  10 For we must all appear before judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

Notice how Paul is rejoicing as he contemplates the day when he will appear before the judgment seat of Christ. This is amazing and revealing.   Do not miss this point Christian!  
There will be an examination of your “lived” life, but it is done by the same…listen…the very same person who chose you and died on the cross for all your sin while you were filthy and unwashed in His sight.
This is the place where the person who loves you most in the world will look at your life and…unlike my college professor…will give you a much higher grade than you thought you deserved.  In fact,  to those who know that they deserve nothing, this will be the most glorious time of rejoicing and celebration imaginable. 
Good or bad:  
The word good is the one for intrinsic goodness.  It is the goodness of God and goes to the very character of the deed.  Good deeds are not just those that appear good.  Jesus often chastised the deed doers of His day for wanting to appear before men as “good.”  This is the good that God does through us and it fits perfectly with the gold, silver and precious stones of I Corinthians 3.  
Bad is a word that means “worthless.”  Like the wood, hay and stubble they cannot reflect the light of the glory of Christ.  For this reason they are worthless.  They do not contribute to the main purpose of your life. God will therefore burn them up leaving only the pure and brilliant beauty of Christ-likeness as you enter His presence for eternity. 
CONCLUSION: 

We have considered your foundation, your building materials and now your final inspection.  One thing remains for us to consider.  Does the Bible say anything about the rewards that God will give to His willingly yielded children?  Yes!  Here are just three. 
· God will give a Crown of Life

Revelation 2:10 Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life.
James 1:12 Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.

How we obtain this Crown:  By staying faithful to Jesus till the end of our lives.  There is nothing stated or implied concerning great feats of service or activities.  God has not gifted all men with the same abilities and has not called them all to suffering or particular types of service.  What He has done is placed His Spirit within us to testify that we are His [Rom 8:   ], Sealed us until the day of redemption [Eph. 4:29], and promised to complete His work in our lives [Phil. 1:6].  At the end of our lives He will award us with The Crown of Life.  This is not given because we proved anything to God with our faithfulness.  It is given to His children at the end of their journey in this life.  It is our homecoming present from God.  It is not a merit crown as if we earned it by our works on this earth.  It is made more welcome by suffering because it signifies the beginning of our Eternal Blessed Life in the Presence of our glorious Savior Jesus … the cessation of our struggles.  
· God will give a Crown of Glory

1 Peter 5:4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away.
How we obtain this Crown:  This is offered as an incentive to persevere in the Shepherding of God’s Church.  It is the only Crown mentioned that might be exclusively given to an Elder or Pastor who cares faithfully for Christ’s sheep without constantly thinking of his own needs first. 
God will give a  Crown of Righteousness

2 Timothy 4:8 in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.
How we obtain this Crown:  Paul is describing how his life is coming to an end.  He has been faithful to Christ and considers his life an offering to the Glory of Jesus.  He is looking forward to being with Christ and notices that God will reward him on that day with a “Crown of Righteousness”, but it will not be his alone.  It is not a crown given to aged Apostles for being more important or doing more “service.”  It is an award given to those who love the appearing of Christ.  To see Him!!  To worship Him face to face!!  This again is not a merit crown.  It is the outcome of a life spent longing for the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Key element here is not that we are so perfectly righteous.  The righteousness is Christ and it is produced in us by our Savior Himself.  Remember…we bring willing yieldedness to the table and God transforms us in a way that brings Him pleasure. 

The Question is not whether or not you have been righteous enough…It is instead…have you been willingly yielded to His hand in your life.  

What then does it mean to be willingly yielded?   Let me just end here by answering that question.  It means that God will do everything for us and we will willingly turn our hearts and minds to Him.  We are surely frail.  We are children in His household.  He knew that when He made us His.  Do not imagine that you are to earn your way anymore than a 6 year old child earns his own way in the family.  Trust Jesus. Worship Jesus. Stay as close as you can to Jesus.     
· God Himself will protect our rewards from being stolen from us.

Revelation 3:10-11  10 'Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.  11 'I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one will take your crown. 

· God is going to complete the work of His hands in you.  

Philippians 1:6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
Both the granting and the keeping of your awards will be done by Jesus Christ. hhhh
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