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Introduction:

By now we have heard over and over again the ghastly details of the murders that took place at Virginia Tech.  This location and day will take its place along side of 911 in our history.    Everyone agrees that such things should not happen.  
Watch or listen to any conversation on this and you will see an fixation with question “Why.”  Why would this happen?  Why would anybody do such a thing?  Why didn’t somebody notice how troubled the gunman was?  Why weren’t others notified sooner?   Why?  Why?  Why?  
Even after we find answers to many of these questions there still remains the spiritual…The God questions.  Why did these young people die?  What is God trying to say to America?  Is God really in charge of the universe?  If He is, then why didn’t He act to stop this?  
The events at Virginia Tech were absolutely tragic.  I was grieved over them.  I grieved for the loss of life.  I grieved for those left behind.  I grieved for my nation.    Murders of this magnitude jar us out of our comfort zone.  They make us wonder if we are safe.  Are others we love safe?  
Does the Bible offer any answers to such things?  Did such outrageous events occur in Christ’s day? Did Jesus ever speak to this kind of circumstance. Take your Bible and turn to Luke 13. 
Luke 13:1-5  Now on the same occasion there were some present who reported to Him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices.  2 And Jesus said to them, "Do you suppose that these Galileans were greater sinners than all other Galileans because they suffered this fate?  3 "I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.  4 "Or do you suppose that those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them were worse culprits than all the men who live in Jerusalem?  5 "I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish."

The people speaking to Jesus that day had also experienced a tragedy.  They too were shocked and they hoped for some instruction from Jesus. 
Luke tells us that there was a group of Galileans [these would have been countrymen to Jesus] who were actually killed while making sacrifices to God at the altar.  They were in the very act of worshiping God when they were ruthlessly struck down by Pilate’s soldiers.  The men in Luke’s account brought Jesus this grim news.  Apparently, it was a recent event.   

We share common ground with these people.  Tragedies like this need to be reported.  We feel almost compelled to tell others about it.  We also make some conclusions along with our questions.   How Jesus responded to that event can instruct us today.   There are lessons to be learned from tragedy.  The eternal and spiritual tragedy is that those lesson are almost never ever learned. When something like this happens we should want to have God’s perspective on it.  This morning I want us to consider two simple questions: 
· What did Jesus say we are to think of a murder like this?

· What did Jesus say we are to think of a murderer like this?

What did Jesus say we are to think of a murder like this?

· Christ Calls all men to consider their own mortality.

Jesus was not uncaring.  There was never a man loved the living and spurned death like Jesus.  The sight of His dear friend Lazarus in the tomb brought forth tears of grief.  Even the very week of His crucifixion, when He knew full well what the Jews were about to do to Him, He paused overlooking Jerusalem to weep for them. 

Luke 19:41-44   41 When He approached Jerusalem, He saw the city and wept over it,  42 saying, "If you had known in this day, even you, the things which make for peace! But now they have been hidden from your eyes.  43 "For the days will come upon you when your enemies will throw up a barricade against you, and surround you and hem you in on every side,  44 and they will level you to the ground and your children within you, and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not recognize the time of your visitation."
Jesus cared deeply about the suffering and death of men.  It is for this very reason that when told of this outrageous murder,  He used it as an opportunity to call all men to consider their own mortality. Jesus knew that this is something that men will not do willingly.  Men carry on their lives with the belief that death is rare, but its not.    
Death is extremely common among men.  The problem is that most of the time we are unaware of it.  Americans have been given the luxury of living this way.   Unless it strikes really close we imagine that it seldom happen.  But, death abounds in the world and even right here in America. The US government reports that 681 people die every day in the United States.  Most die in obscurity and unknown to us.  Since we were last in church, one week ago 4,767 people died in our country. Dear friends...this is just in our country, not even all of North America...just in the United States. Even though many of these were to be expected, this is also a great tragedy because many died without considering the state of their own souls before God. When Jesus was asked about such a great tragedy as this He grieved because He knew that men will not willingly face their own mortality until it is too late. 
Now I do not get up in the morning thinking about death and I seriously doubt that you do either.  We are not wired that way.  We think about life and begin to plan for the day and the week.  We think about lunch and dinner with the full expectation that we will eat those meals.  All men have plans for their lives, hopes and desires for their children and their lives.  But events like this force men to consider their own mortality.  Jesus knew this when He responded to tragedy in His own day.  I am not calling you to dwell on death and neither was Jesus.  He is calling you to consider the state of your own souls before God.  Nothing seems to do that like an event of this nature. 
The Scripture constantly calls men to consider the state of their own souls and their destiny.   This we seldom do.  This we seldom preach.  
Romans 3:23  23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
Romans 5:12   12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned—

Romans 6:23  23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Bible speaks regularly of our own mortality.  All men are sinners.  The wages of sin is death and no men will escape death.  Not only did Jesus call these men to consider their mortality but also their accountability to God. 
· Christ Calls all men to consider their own accountability.

Hebrews 9:27   27 And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment.
We cab do the math!  Every living breathing human being will face death and will have to give a full accounting of His life and His sin.  
It takes the death of someone we know to cause us to consider this.  Even then, we do so for only a moment or two and then move on.  It is the nature of men not to consider  the truth of their circumstances or the Word of God  It seems reasonable that God would use tragic events  to lovingly bring this reality to our attention.  
Jesus, perceiving their thoughts, addresses one of the principle ways that men deal with tragedy. It is almost reflexive for men and women to seek some logical reason for tragedy.  A person dies in an auto accident because they were not paying good enough attention.  We always pay good attention and therefore do not need to fear driving to work.  It is human nature to imagine that the causes that brought about the death of someone are not common to us.  We are not like them or do not do the things they did.  We do not live where they live.  When we are unable to discover any other reasons, according to Jesus, we imagine that men die because they are worse sinners than we are.
Were those who died in 911 or at Virginia Tech somehow more deserving of their fate then we would have been?   No!  They were just ordinary folk.  We are never to think this.  Instead we are to consider our own mortality and accountability.  Christ knows that when we do we will  turn to God for comfort and not our circumstances or self righteousness. 

Luke 13:2  And Jesus said to them, "Do you suppose that these Galileans were greater sinners than all other Galileans because they suffered this fate?  

Jesus makes it perfectly clear that the answer to this question is that they are not greater sinners.  God wants men’s attention on this issue.  It is uncommon for men to listen to His Word.  But God loves men and wants them to repent and turn to Him. This is why He can use a tragedy like this to get our attention.  Jesus makes it clear that God did not consider these poor university students to be worse sinners than anyone else and that is exactly why we should sit up and take notice.  They were just like us.  
Such events shake people because, as we have heard reported many times this week, “It could have been me” or  “It could have been my child.”   You are exactly right when you say that.  Jesus called the men of His day to consider their own mortality, accountability and finally their eternity. 
· Christ Calls all men to consider their own eternity.

Life on earth is short, but this life is not all there is.  Listen to how Jesus answered the question that He posed in verse 2. 
Luke 13:2-3   2 And Jesus said to them, "Do you suppose that these Galileans were greater sinners than all other Galileans because they suffered this fate?  3 "I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.
Jesus does not mean that if you repent you will not die.  We have already shown that the Bible teaches that all men will die.  But, dear friend listen; not all men will perish.  What does it mean to perish?
· Scripture teaches that those who “perish” will not receive eternal life with Christ in heaven. 
John 3:16-17   16 "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.  17 "For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.

To perish means to spend eternity apart from God in hell.  Death does not end your human existence.  It only transitions it from this world to the next.  Since all men die physically, God sent His Son into the world to provide a way for you “not to perish” but have eternal life.  

Jesus used this human tragedy to remind all men that they too will die physically.  We are not better than those who died.  They were not greater sinners.  Therefore the conclusion is that “all men must repent.” 
Acts 17:30-31   30 "Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent,  31 because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead."

What does it mean to repent?
It means to change your mind.  It means to think differently than you have up until now. It does not simply mean to be sorry for your sins. We need to change our minds about Jesus Christ and our own self righteousness.  We cannot save ourselves. Our destiny is in Christ’s hands, not our own.  Quit ignoring the one solution to your eternity.  It is absolutely certain that you will die and that you will give an account to God and you cannot give an account. You will surely perish.  But, Christ will give freely to you.  He bore your sins in His own body …His sinless body…on the Cross. 
John 5:24-26   24 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.  

John 6:27  27 "Do not work for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you, for on Him the Father, God, has set His seal."

1 John 5:11  11 And the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.
What Jesus wants you to do when you hear of such heartbreak as we have this week is to consider also your mortality, your accountability to God, and your eternal destiny. 
Does the Bible tell us what to think of men who do such horrible things? 
What are we to think of a murderer like this?

This subject is addressed indirectly in this text.  Jesus calls our attention to the common sinful state of men.  All men are sinners.  Not all men become as bad as they possibly can for a variety of reasons.  A virtuous culture, just laws, godly parents and teachers, strict accountability, loving discipline all serve to mitigate the sin of our hearts.  Let any of these things depart and we see the results in short order.  
Any kind of virtuous life is in constant conflict with the nature of men.  Our children do not need to be taught to lie, steal, swear, cheat, hate and hurt one another.  It flows from the nature of man as surely as smoke rises from a fire.  The Bible knows absolutely nothing of  “good human beings.”
Luke 18:19   19 And Jesus said to him, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good except God alone.

Romans 1:21-22   21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  22 Professing to be wise, they became fools,
Jeremiah 17:9-10   9 "The heart is more deceitful than all else And is desperately sick; Who can understand it?  10 "I, the LORD, search the heart, I test the mind, Even to give to each man according to his ways, According to the results of his deeds.
Listen to how the Apostle Paul describes the state of men without God.  
Ephesians 4:17-19  17 So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind,  18 being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart;  19 and they, having become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness.
In the futility of their mind:  Here Paul says why they need to stop living like this.  The mind is the battleground for the heart and soul of men.  It is here that Satan wages his most effective battles.  Here he has you alone.  No other men know what is going on in your mind.  We even imagine, although we know better, that God does not even know what is going on there.  Here Satan is free to take us on as if we were Eve, alone in the garden.  Beware of your mind.  

Proverbs 5:21 For a man's ways are in full view of the LORD, and he examines all his paths.
This word “futility” is a purely Biblical and ecclesiastical word.  It is the word that means; vanity; something devoid of truth and appropriateness2 Pet. 2:18. perverseness, depravation, Eph. 4:17.  It describes thoughts and motivations of the mind that do not correspond to the truth and are therefore vain.  A man may think that the grave is the end of his existence but the Scripture says “It is appointed once to die and then the judgment.”  Such false thought renders a man’s entire life futile.  He lives for pleasure and fulfillment with no thought of accountability to God.  In the end his life has been thrown on the ash heap of humanity and is empty, vain and wasted.  Such is the futility of the mind without Christ. 

Ephesians 4:18 being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart; 

· Their understanding has become darkened.  This is a continuing condition according to the Greek.  Men prefer this condition by nature.  Hear how Jesus described it to Nicodemus. 

John 3:19-20 19 "This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.  

· They are excluded from the life of God. It is a dangerous thing to imagine that you can stop defying God and believe whenever you want.  God may close the door on that possibility forever.  He is not obligated to men in any way.  
Because men prefer darkness they become confirmed in their darkened minds.  A darkened mind is the judgment of God on the stubbornly unbelieving.  

Romans 1:21-22   21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  22 Professing to be wise, they became fools,

· Their ignorance and hardness exclude them from the presence and life of God.  This of course they do not desire anyway, but are the first to cry “foul” when they hear that they are in fact excluded from eternal life.  

Modern man is every bit as deceived as those of Isaiah’s time.  They imagine that a baby in its mother’s womb is not a human being.  They believe that order comes from disorder although they have never been able to ever find a scientific proof that it does.  All objective evidence is to the contrary.  They think men and women are exactly the same in spite of all evidence to the contrary.  They believe that Islam means them no harm even though they continually say that they do.  What kind of men are modern men.  They are darkened in their minds and excluded from the life of God.  They are: 

2 Timothy 3:7 7 always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.

Ephesians 4:19 19 and they, having become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness.

“Having become callous:” This is a word that means to “stop feeling all pain.” You see the mind really is the staging area for all the moral battles of this life.  Once a mind is established in darkness and stubbornness against God there is nothing else to do with this life but whatever pleases you. 

Was the man who pulled the trigger at Virginia Tech sick?  Is it only the mentally ill that murder others?  Are doctors that kill precious image bearers of God mentally ill?   No one would admit that they are.  No, dear friends, men commit murder because they are sinners.  They have taken their hatred for God to its logical conclusion.  Because Satan could not kill God…He killed Eve and then Adam with sin.  Jesus said of him:
John 8:44  44 "You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, 
Men who murder are showing their total and undiminished hatred and disgust for God the Creator.  Murderers are seldom sick.  T hey are consummate sinners acting out against God the only way they can. 
CONCLUSION: 

What answers are there to the questions men ask? 
Is there anything we can learn from this tragedy?  Jesus taught that Tragedies like this need to remind us of our own mortality.  We too will die but dear ones, we can repent.  We can change our mind and heart toward Jesus Christ and His work on the Cross.  He paid the price for our sin and we can turn to Him for salvation.  

Jesus taught that when you come to Him you will not.  Embrace Him.  He is full of love and tender mercies and will forgive all your sin . He will give you Eternal Life. 

Does God tell us why a man would do such a thing?  Yes! The Bible teaches that men without God are capable of anything.  The world desperately needs to find a way to justify their continual spurning of God and His Son Jesus Christ. By asserting that only mentally ill men do such things they can continue to live comfortably without God. The Bible says men do such things because they are without the love of God through Christ.  

Why did God allow this?  Because men do not want God to rule over Him.  They do not even want to hear someone speak to Him or about Him.  
· Would you like God to rule over you?  
· Would you approve of teaching all men that The Creator God made all men in His own image and absolutely forbids us from killing or even hating one another?  
· Would you favor God forcing all men to obey His laws and live by His commandments as exemplified in the 10 Commandments?  
Why does God allow murder?  For the same reason that He allows men to do everything else they want to do.  He has chosen to let man live as He pleases and man pleases to live without God.  
Is it all right to be angry?  Yes...about those things that anger God.  These were precious lives created in the image of God.  No one has the right to take them.  Please try to feel some indignation over this.  But focus it carefully.  It is sin and Satan that war against humanity.  Have an indignation that moves you to prayer for the lost and love for the perishing and boldness for the Savior. 

How can we have peace in the face of such a tragedy?  Turn to Christ.  Is this not what Jesus taught those men in His day.  Flee to Him.  He will protect His own.  You will not perish when you find Christ sufficient for your salvation and every other need of your life. Determine to live in His presence.  Do what Paul told the Philippians to do: 
Philippians 4:6-7  6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
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