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Introduction:

This past week, as we were moving some old boxes, Hannah came upon a wooden scrapbook that I had made when I was 8 years old.  It was filled with newspaper clippings and front pages from my childhood.  As we looked at the headline which read, “US Army places satellite in orbit, matching Russian sputnik accomplishment,” I began to remember where I was and what I was doing when I first heard that news.  When we got to the  assassination of JFK I could suddenly picture my 9th grade typing room and the old “Underwood” with its bell and hand thrown carriage. I began to remember staring transfixed at that wooden wall speaker while a disembodied voice reported that the president of the United States had been killed by an assassin. 
God has created in men an ability to remember. It is a tether that anchors us to the past.  The events I just mentioned really happened.  This week I relived them once again. 
Knowing our nature,  Jesus called us to “remember Him” so that these events might come alive in our minds,  but we were not there when He lived and ministered.  How then, shall we ever “remember” what we have never experienced?
There is a simple yet profound Biblical answer to this question.  Jesus made a full provision for you.  It is intended to bring you to the table on that last night, before the crucifixion.  You and I can and do stand at the foot of the cross as Jesus pours out His life for us.  We are not speaking of visions here.  Those were rare and almost always identified as something unique. They are not the common experience of men.  This is how Jesus Himself explained it to us. 
John 14:25-26  25 "These things I have spoken to you while abiding with you.  26 "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.

Jesus left many things unsaid to the disciples. It was His declared intention to have the Holy Spirit reveal them to men after His departure.  The Bible is the “Spirit directed” record of those things.  It is by the same Holy Spirit that we then “remember” Christ and His Glory.  The Holy Spirit brings them to remembrance because we have seen them in the Word of the Living God.
John 16:12-15  12 "I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.  13 "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.  14 "He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.  15 "All things that the Father has are Mine; therefore I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you.

It is this blessed combination of the Spirit and the Word that will reveal the living Christ to us as clearly as if we had lived in His day.  There is nothing magic here.  This is the way Christ intended for us to know Him intimately until He returns for us all. We should not seek Christ outside the Word of God.  The Spirit reveals Him in this context. Once we leave the Scripture we are at the mercy of our own imagination and even worse.  Satan and his demons can and do transform themselves into angels of light and ministers of righteousness.   Stay in the Word and expect to see Christ there.  
Today we will participate in a joyous celebration of the Glory of our Savior.  For a brief moment on this day in history…an actual day with a date and a day of the week, Jesus was acclaimed by men as the Blessed Savior and the rightful King of the Earth.  
Come back with me and we will relive it together from the pages of our Bibles.  It is Sunday March 29th 33 AD  On Sunday Jesus arrived in Bethany, the home of Mary, Martha and Lazarus.  
John 12:1-2  Jesus, therefore, six days before the Passover, came to Bethany where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead.  2 So they made Him a supper there, and Martha was serving; but Lazarus was one of those reclining at the table with Him.
As He was eating a large crowd learned of His presence and began to gather at the house to see Jesus, but also Lazarus.  A documented case of resurrection!  He was three days in the tomb and decay had already begun.  Everyone wanted a look at such an extraordinary man. 
John 12:9   9 The large crowd of the Jews then learned that He was there; and they came, not for Jesus' sake only, but that they might also see Lazarus, whom He raised from the dead.

All this took place on a Sunday.  On the next day Monday March 30th 33 AD. the Scripture tells us that Jesus left Bethany and began the short descent to the City of Jerusalem.  He was entering the city, as was the custom, to celebrate the Passover. 
John 12:12-13  12 On the next day the large crowd who had come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem,  13 took the branches of the palm trees and went out to meet Him, and began to shout, "Hosanna! BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD, even the King of Israel."

During this week, Jesus has an appointment with the Cross.  He has set His face for Jerusalem where He will offer His Body on the Cross for your sin.  If the men will come now we will pause here to remember the Cross. 
The Bread of Remembrance

· Christ in Me
We will now let Luke describe this day for awhile, so open your Bibles to Luke 19:29.
Luke 19:29-34   29 When He approached Bethphage and Bethany, near the mount that is called Olivet, He sent two of the disciples,  30 saying, "Go into the village ahead of you; there, as you enter, you will find a colt tied on which no one yet has ever sat; untie it and bring it here.  31 "If anyone asks you, 'Why are you untying it?' you shall say, 'The Lord has need of it.'"  32 So those who were sent went away and found it just as He had told them.  33 As they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, "Why are you untying the colt?"  34 They said, "The Lord has need of it."
Why is the colt given seven verses of attention in a story about Jesus?  Because The Holy Spirit is going to use this insignificant event to reveal to you that every detail of every life is known to God.  He will also call to “remembrance” that hundreds of years before, Zachariah the Prophet, led by the Holy Spirit, had declared that this would be the precise way “The King” would come to Jerusalem.
Zechariah 9:9  9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, Humble, and mounted on a donkey, Even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

Luke goes on:
Luke 19:35-37  35 They brought [the colt] to Jesus, and they threw their coats on the colt and put Jesus on it.  36 As He was going, they were spreading their coats on the road.  37 As soon as He was approaching, near the descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the miracles which they had seen,

The crowds are now surrounding Jesus and moving along with Him on the road leading down from the Mount of Olives.   In the shadow of the City of God the multitudes begin to realize what is happening.  Jesus is the Messiah.  We remember that He is coming to us on the foal of a donkey. He is endowed with Salvation and Humility. 
What appears spontaneous, is actually Holy Spirit driven. God has orchestrated this moment from eternity past so that you may all catch a site of the “Glory of God the Son.”  Those present remembered all the miracles [and so can you].  They remembered that no man ever spoke like this man spoke.  They remembered the tender compassion toward sinners as well as the steadfast opposition to wickedness [and so can you].  Let’s let Matthew continue the narrative for just a moment.  He adds this vital detail. 
Matthew 21:8-9   8 Most of the crowd spread their coats in the road, and others were cutting branches from the trees and spreading them in the road.  9 The crowds going ahead of Him, and those who followed, were shouting, "Hosanna to the Son of David; BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD; Hosanna in the highest!"
“Hosanna” is translated, “save us we pray.”  The crowds burst forth with the truth that can no longer be hidden from Israel or the world.  Jesus is the Savior of men.  He is the Messiah of Israel.  He is the heir to the throne…He is the Son of God and although they do not realize it, this man they are asking for salvation is about to procure it for them on the Cross. He is about to offer His blood to establish a New Covenant.
The Cup of the Covenant in His Blood
Matthew 26:27-28   27 And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, "Drink of it, all of you,  28 for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.

· We Remember You

Have you ever set in church while something of a questionable nature was going on?  Perhaps your real concern was that someone else you know in the congregation is going to get really annoyed with this.  You begin to squirm and wish that it would stop.  If you are in charge or think you are you dread the inevitable complaints. “Why did you let this happen on your watch?”
Luke 19:39-40  39 And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, rebuke your disciples."  40 He answered, "I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out."

“Jesus, Do you hear what these people are saying?”  “They are saying that you are the “Son of David.”  Only the Messiah of God is the “Son of David.”  “They are calling to you for salvation.”  “No one can save but God.”  And look at you!  “You are sitting upon this colt and entering Jerusalem exactly the way Zechariah said the Messiah of God would enter.” “You need to stop this now.”  “It is a deep offense to us.”
Jesus responds, “Yes! Yes!  I hear what they say but today they will not be silenced.”  For this hour alone, a shaft of God’s splendor and Glory will illumine this humble path leading to Mount Zion.  It will only be seen by a few thousand and will be unknown to the Nations of the Earth, but it is now inscribed into the Holy Living Word of God.  The Spirit will now use it to bring to men’s minds the Glory of The Lord Jesus Christ.  As we hear the Word we too are there.  We also stand along the road and cry out like the Psalmist, 
Psalm 96:9-13  9 Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; tremble before him, all the earth!  10 Say among the nations, "The LORD reigns! Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved; he will judge the peoples with equity."  11 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all that fills it;  12 let the field exult, and everything in it! Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy  13 before the LORD, for he comes, for he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness, and the peoples in his faithfulness.  
In the next few days Jesus will die for your sins.  He will be buried and then rise on Sunday Morning  April 5th, 33AD.  He will ascend from the Mount of Olives on May 14th When He returns to Earth in His Glory He will come to this same exact spot.  
Zechariah 14:4   4 On that day his feet shall stand on the Mount of Olives that lies before Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount of Olives shall be split in two from east to west by a very wide valley, so that one half of the Mount shall move northward, and the other half southward.
Zechariah 14:9   9 And the LORD will be king over all the earth. On that day the LORD will be one and his name one.

Zechariah 13:1  "On that day there shall be a fountain opened for the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and uncleanness.

Habakkuk 2:14  14 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.
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