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Revelation 9:12-21  12 The first woe is past; behold, two woes are still coming after these things.  13 Then the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is before God,  14 one saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, "Release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates."  15 And the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour and day and month and year, were released, so that they would kill a third of mankind.  16 The number of the armies of the horsemen was two hundred million; I heard the number of them.  17 And this is how I saw in the vision the horses and those who sat on them: the riders had breastplates the color of fire and of hyacinth and of brimstone; and the heads of the horses are like the heads of lions; and out of their mouths proceed fire and smoke and brimstone.  18 A third of mankind was killed by these three plagues, by the fire and the smoke and the brimstone which proceeded out of their mouths.  19 For the power of the horses is in their mouths and in their tails; for their tails are like serpents and have heads, and with them they do harm.  20 The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, so as not to worship demons, and the idols of gold and of silver and of brass and of stone and of wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk;  21 and they did not repent of their murders nor of their sorceries nor of their immorality nor of their thefts.

Introduction:  The last three trumpet judgments are also called by God,  “Three Woes.”  Three disasters or calamities that would come upon un-repentant mankind.  The first woe, also called the fifth trumpet revealed these three things about God: 

· He is in complete control of Satan, his demons and all events.  [1-3]

· He has complete ability to protect His creation and His people. [4]

· He uses wickedness to judge wickedness, But IT IS STILL HIS DOING! [5-11]

The second woe continues to reveal to mankind vital things about the character and sovereign power of God.  Remember….this is revelation about God.  It reveals who HE is and His Nature and who man is by comparison.  The purpose of the sixth trumpet is twofold in nature.  It reveals God’s ongoing grace to the world right now while at the same time promising full, future justice for the wicked.  More specifically, our text: 

Reveals how God feels about the appalling wickedness of the world. [17-19]  
Reveals why He has not acted yet to put and end to it.  [12-16]
Reveals why the judgment of the tribulation is horrific and drawn out [20-21]
It is critical that we understand the foundational purpose of the Book of Revelation.  It contains information about the future, to be sure, but it is not a puzzle to be solved or a riddle to be deciphered.  It is given to confirm the character of God, that has already been revealed in the rest of the Bible.  It is primarily about Christ and His greatness.  
Revelation 1:1-3 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His bond-servants, the things which must soon take place; and He sent and communicated it by His angel to His bond-servant John,  2 who testified to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw.  3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; for the time is near.
Men are not blessed because they hear about future events.  There is a kind of pride that settles over those who believe they know something others do not know.  Men are blessed by this book when they see the majesty, justice, sovereign power and unrelenting grace and salvation of Christ.  So let’s jump in to this text and see the Glory of Christ there this morning. 
Why has God not yet to put and end to wickedness.  [12-16]

Revelation 9:13-16  3 Then the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is before God,  14 one saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, "Release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates."  15 And the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour and day and month and year, were released, so that they would kill a third of mankind.  16 The number of the armies of the horsemen was two hundred million; I heard the number of them.

I heard a voice:  It is not the martyrs of chapter six because it is a single voice.  It is probably the same angel that stood by to offer prayers and throw fire to the earth in chapter eight.  He is speaking the sixth trumpet sounding angel.  

The four horns of the golden altar which is before God:  We have seen it twice before in Revelation.  Once in Revelation 6:9 where it is strongly identified with the prayers of the martyrs for justice and again in 8:5 from whence the angel took the fire and hurled it to the Earth setting off the Trumpet Judgments of God.  The “four horns” identify this as the altar of incense described in detail in the Old Testament.  [Ex. 30:1-3]
On this alter was offered incense representing the prayers of the people.  It was not used for sacrifice or judgment. Here sinful man is able to approach a Holy God.  Lately these  prayers have been for vengeance and the fire used to offer them has been hurled toward the inhabitants of the earth.  

“Shockingly, from the altar associated with mercy came words of judgment.  God is a merciful, gracious, compassionate God, yet His “Spirit will not strive with man forever” (Gen. 6:3).  When this trumpet judgment occurs, the time for mercy will have passed: the altar of mercy will become an altar of judgment.  Sinful men will have finally and completely rejected God’s gracious offer of salvation.”  John MacArthur Jr.
Release the four angels who are bound:  God’s righteous angels are not bound.  These are four particularly evil demons. 
Jude  6And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day,

II Peter 2:4  4For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment

The four angels, who had been prepared for the hour and day and month and year, were released: This language reveals that God is working a timetable.  These are not just symbolic of “bad” things that might happen to mankind.  The judgment is real.  Its timing is precise.  Its object is clear cut and its extent is strictly defined.  There is nothing about it that is general or mere metaphor.  They are prepared for the purpose of killing one third of mankind.  
Bound at the great river Euphrates:  An literal river upon a literal earth.  It is the principle river of the Middle East.  Eden was near it [Gen. 2:14] It is mentioned as a border of the Promised Land in Genesis 15:18.  It was on the other side of this river that the enemy lived.  It is an important literal place, but  latent with figurative significance as well. 

So that they would kill a third of mankind:  This would be about 2.5 billion people if it happens today.  The first woe just brought a lot of suffering and pain.  Why is God acting so cruel?  Because He knows that men will not repent of their sins as long as they enjoy their comfort in them.  The first woe is an act of grace.  As long as men are alive they may repent and God has given the entire earth 5 months to repent.  
The number of the armies of the horsemen was two hundred million: This is a big army.  Because it is demonic there is no reason not to accept the number as literal.  John thought we might have a problem with it or think he couldn’t count right so he adds the remark, “I heard the number of them.”

In the first woe a swarm of unnumbered demons was unleashed to torment, but now are allowed to kill.  Why?  Because 5 months has revealed that many would prefer demon affliction to God’s comfort and forgiveness.  This is the “winnowing out” of the hearts of men.  Wicked men often say that they “have nothing against God” but in the last judgments humanity will give the lie to that assertion. 
How does God feel about the appalling wickedness of the world. [17-19]  
Revelation 9:17-19  17 And this is how I saw in the vision the horses and those who sat on them: the riders had breastplates the color of fire and of hyacinth and of brimstone; and the heads of the horses are like the heads of lions; and out of their mouths proceed fire and smoke and brimstone.  18 A third of mankind was killed by these three plagues, by the fire and the smoke and the brimstone which proceeded out of their mouths.  19 For the power of the horses is in their mouths and in their tails; for their tails are like serpents and have heads, and with them they do harm.
I saw in the vision the horses and those who sat on them: Some believe they are literal horses and riders. China reportedly has an army this size but do they have that many horses and could they move them about the whole earth as is described here.  According to the UN there were only 59 million horses in the entire world in 2009. 
These are more demonic forces, like the locust in the previous woe and like the first, their appearance reveals their character and nature.  They have heads of lions and fire, smoke and brimstone spew out of their mouths.  Unlike the locusts who only tortured their victims, this demonic swarm will kill with impunity. 

The riders had breastplates the color of fire and of hyacinth and of brimstone:  These are red [the color of fire], and blue and brimstone.  MacArthur points out that these have  “the very colors and features of hell.”  

Revelation 14:10  10he also will drink the wine of God's wrath, poured full strength into the cup of his anger, and he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 

The heads of the horses are like the heads of lions:  Intended to invoke fear and speak of death.  Unlike the teeth of the first horses in this chapter, these actually kill people, but not the way we would expect.   [cf. 10:3 and 13:2]  

Out of their mouths proceed fire and smoke and brimstone:  The agents of death and destruction bear all the hallmarks of hell itself.  This judgment is a harbinger of eternity and a clear call to avoid it at all costs.   

A third of mankind was killed by these three plagues, by the fire and the smoke and the brimstone which proceeded out of their mouths:  All the killing is done in one of three ways:  They are killed by the fire that comes out of the mouths of these creatures or by the smoke they spew or by the molten sulfur issuing from the beasts.  The tails only inflict injury, but the mouths kill and they kill effectively.  

One third of mankind will be killed by this second woe.  They will be directly killed by this invading hoard of horses and riders who are probably more demonic forces.  Their hideous and terrifying appearance reveals the evil of their natures and unlike the creatures in the first woe these kill at will. The entire population of the United States. The entire population of Europe.  The entire population of Africa and another 500 million more.   It will be a human catastrophe unequaled since the Noahic Flood.  Certainly something of this magnitude should evoke a response from mankind….but observe verse 20.  This brings us to the answer to our third question.  
Why is the judgment of the tribulation so horrific and drawn out [20-21]

Revelation 9:20-21   20 The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, so as not to worship demons, and the idols of gold and of silver and of brass and of stone and of wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk;  21 and they did not repent of their murders nor of their sorceries nor of their immorality nor of their thefts.
The rest of mankind:  That means everyone left alive in the world.  This is a worldwide judgment and it has been preceded by worldwide political rule, worldwide suffering, worldwide war, worldwide disease, and worldwide famine.  
They did not repent of the works of their hands:  God has sent angels calling out to the world.  He has sent spirit empowered preachers [The 144,000] telling them the gospel.  He has destroyed the sea, the land, the water and has shaken the earth so strongly as to collapse entire mountain ranges.  All the while He is calling for repentance.  He is calling men to trust in the God of Creation and not the Creation.  To love the giver not the gift.  To exalt the life giver not the life.  
So as not to worship demons, and the idols of gold and of silver and of brass and of stone and of wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk:  At this point in the account of the tribulation mankind is “dug in” against God.  Even after the devastation of these first two woes man is unwilling to repent.  He persists in worshiping demons and the idols they represent.  Yes, idols do represent demons and often come with their own demon attached.  I would think three times before I considered any idol a harmless artifact.  Although the idol itself is nothing the demons that motivate their production and worship are real and dangerous. 

And they did not repent of their murders nor of their sorceries nor of their immorality nor of their thefts:  Besides their idolatry they refuse to leave their lifestyle.  Humanity is distinguished worldwide by: murder, sorcery [“pharmakon” is the use of drugs in demon worshipsexual immorality and thievery.   These sins characterize the USA as well as any third world country.
In the first “Woe” mankind is given a huge opportunity to repent.  In the second “Woe” he merely hardens himself further and will not turn to God. 

Why are the tribulation judgments so horrible and drawn out?  Because God is sifting the hearts of men.  He is separating men’s words from their hearts.  He is revealing Himself so plainly that they can no longer contend that they do not know or believe that there is a God, or to say,  “if there is a God He has no claim on me.”  The belief that they came from the earth, from the sea, from the ameba……from mere chance, is definitively and effectively challenged.  The earth they believe is their God and their origin cannot support their lives.  They must turn to God or die and they simply will not turn.  The hearts of men are laid bare. 

Hebrews 4:12-13   12 For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.    

God is revealing Himself definitively in Christ and He is going to put an end to all the evil of creation that will not repent.  

CONCLUSION

These closing verses of chapter nine should remind us what we are up against when we testify about Christ in this world.  Men’s hearts are hard and their spirits are dead.  Just listen to the testimony of Scripture regarding mankind today.  These are your neighbors and friends that God is describing:

Romans 1:18-23  18For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 20For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. 21For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 23and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. 

PLEASE NOTE:  This is not an intellectual problem it is a heart problem.

Referring to some statistical studies, someone once said to me, “do you realize how unlikely it was for you to be saved after the age of 10?”    I replied that it wasn’t unlikely at all, it was an absolute miracle of God.”  My friends, apart from God’s kindness and grace you and I are no different from the people we have just read about.  If you think you are then you are spiritually proud and have not fully understood or apprehended what the Scripture says about your spiritual nature.

Ephesians 2:1-3   1And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience-- 3among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.

Ask for a verdict:  All men and women are spiritually dead.  Every conversion is therefore a miracle of resurrection life.  If that is true, and it is,  can you give any reason to expect people to be saved apart from prayer to God for their salvation?  Furthermore,  if all conversion is a miracle of God, and it is, can you think of any reason why we should not pray with expectation for the salvation of men and women we know?  Commit to pray for the lost, the struggling, the confused the wayward people in your life.  Because God is the fountain head of mercy and salvation.  He spills it on His earth out of love.  He will hear your prayers. 

One last thing!  Worship God in thankfulness for your own salvation.  Do not go out of here complacent over it.  Do not think you deserved it.  And remember that you have received God’s undeserved grace and kindness.  Pray for Him to pour it out on your loved ones and neighbors and pray for Him to make you gracious toward all men still in their sin and darkness.    

Ephesians 2:4-10  4But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ--by grace you have been saved-- 6and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
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