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Introduction:  Chapter Eight ends with a large bird flying across the sky in plain view of the rebellious and hardened inhabitants of the earth.  He is crying with a loud, audible voice:
Revelation 8:13   "Woe, woe, woe to those who dwell on the earth, because of the remaining blasts of the trumpet of the three angels who are about to sound!"

The bird is probably a vulture and not an eagle.  It is the same word for either bird in Greek and eagles almost never go looking for dead prey.  He is shouting out a this warning:  “Disaster, disaster, disaster.”  The last three trumpet judgments are actually referred to as “three woes”  because of the horrific nature of the judgment toward un-repentant humankind. 
Revelation 9:1-12  Then the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star from heaven which had fallen to the earth; and the key of the bottomless pit was given to him.  2 He opened the bottomless pit, and smoke went up out of the pit, like the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by the smoke of the pit.  3 Then out of the smoke came locusts upon the earth, and power was given them, as the scorpions of the earth have power.  4 They were told not to hurt the grass of the earth, nor any green thing, nor any tree, but only the men who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads.  5 And they were not permitted to kill anyone, but to torment for five months; and their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it stings a man.  6 And in those days men will seek death and will not find it; they will long to die, and death flees from them.  7 The appearance of the locusts was like horses prepared for battle; and on their heads appeared to be crowns like gold, and their faces were like the faces of men.  8 They had hair like the hair of women, and their teeth were like the teeth of lions.  9 They had breastplates like breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings was like the sound of chariots, of many horses rushing to battle.  10 They have tails like scorpions, and stings; and in their tails is their power to hurt men for five months.  11 They have as king over them, the angel of the abyss; his name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in the Greek he has the name Apollyon.  12 The first woe is past; behold, two woes are still coming after these things.
God has been graphic in His descriptions of what awaits those who hate Him and His Son. It is intended to do a couple of things for us all.  First to cause us to realize the intensity God has toward sin…..and not just any sin….your sin.  Secondly, to realize that only God has the solution to evil that is running wild in His Creation.  Not religion or self-righteousness [the thought that you, yourself are good or at least good enough] Politics is actually the main source of the evil in Creation and the world’s fascination with the occult….that is literally pandemic to humanity, is given….right here in this text…..its shining day in the sun.  There are three things about God seen in this text: 
· God is in complete control of Satan, his demons and all events.  [1-3]
· God has complete ability to protect His creation and His people. [4]  
· God uses wickedness to judge wickedness, But IT IS STILL HIS DOING! [5-11]
God is in complete control of Satan and his demons and all events.  
You do not need to fear them, and you absolutely should never appease them.  The devil is, as Martin Luther once said, “God’s Devil.” [1-3]

Revelation 9:1-3  Then the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star from heaven which had fallen to the earth; and the key of the bottomless pit was given to him.  2 He opened the bottomless pit, and smoke went up out of the pit, like the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by the smoke of the pit.  3 Then out of the smoke came locusts upon the earth, and power was given them, as the scorpions of the earth have power.
I saw a star from heaven which had fallen to the earth:  Other  “star like” objects that have fallen to earth so far in Revelation.  One crashed into the sea in 8:8. A second one into the fresh waters of the earth in 8:10.  Here, however, this star refers to a person and not an object.  Job spoke of a day, “when the morning “stars” sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy? The “star” in this case is almost certainly an angel.  He is referred to as “him” and he is given a key.  

The angel is on a mission from God not one of His own choosing.  Neither Satan or some other angel has the authority to do any of what follows.  They are merely doing what God wants done.  God is Sovereign not man, not politics, not religion and not Satan.  This is about to be demonstrated in no uncertain terms.    

And the key of the bottomless pit was given to him:  The angel does not have the key to this abyss.  It has to be given to him.  
He opened the bottomless pit, and smoke went up out of the pit, like the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by the smoke of the pit:  He opens a well shaft leading to the abyss.  When he does, dense smoke rises to obscure the sun.  It is like a giant furnace used to refine metals.  

Then out of the smoke came locusts upon the earth, and power was given them, as the scorpions of the earth have power:  The power of locusts is well known to John’s readers.  It was spoken of every Passover. 

Exodus 10:13-15  Moses stretched out his staff over the land of Egypt, and the LORD directed an east wind on the land all that day and all that night; and when it was morning, the east wind brought the locusts.  14 The locusts came up over all the land of Egypt and settled in all the territory of Egypt; they were very numerous. There had never been so many locusts, nor would there be so many again.  15 For they covered the surface of the whole land, so that the land was darkened; and they ate every plant of the land and all the fruit of the trees that the hail had left. Thus nothing green was left on tree or plant of the field through all the land of Egypt.

The prophet Joel saw this very thing, calling it the “Day of the Lord.”  
Joel 2:1 Blow a trumpet in Zion, And sound an alarm on My holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, For the day of the LORD is coming; Surely it is near,  2 A day of darkness and gloom, A day of clouds and thick darkness. As the dawn is spread over the mountains, So there is a great and mighty people; There has never been anything like it, Nor will there be again after it To the years of many generations.  3 A fire consumes before them And behind them a flame burns. The land is like the garden of Eden before them But a desolate wilderness behind them, And nothing at all escapes them.  4 Their appearance is like the appearance of horses; And like war horses, so they run.  5 With a noise as of chariots They leap on the tops of the mountains, Like the crackling of a flame of fire consuming the stubble, Like a mighty people arranged for battle.  6 Before them the people are in anguish; All faces turn pale.
But these are not regular locusts, because:

· They originate from an abyss in the center of the earth unlike regular ones.

· They do not eat grass like ordinary locusts would.

· They advance in ranks while ordinary locusts swarm.  

These are demon hoards unleashed on a humanity that will not worship God or give Him glory.   Most of the world prefers Satan and demons to God and Christ, because they believe they can control them both.  Here is why they are demons.  
· They come from the bottomless pit

· They have an angel leading them who is said to be “the angel of the abyss.”

· They are not hungry…they don’t eat anything!
· They are only interested in tormenting humans on the earth. They are strictly limited in what they can do.  They cannot kill; only torment. 

· They don’t look like any ordinary locusts anybody has ever seen! 

HERE’S A QUESTION:  Why do you think that Satan and his demons are so eager and willing to torment unbelieving and unrepentant humans?  Aren’t these people actually on the side of Satan in many ways?
When God created everything “according to its kind”  he made one exception.  The Godhead said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness” (Gen 1:26). Man is patterned after God. He uniquely mirrors, or resembles, God.  So much so that mankind is said to be God’s image bearer.  All of creation could not clearly see this blessed image of the invisible God ruling God’s creation for Him.  Even the fall and sin did not destroy that image….but only obscured and defaced it.  Coming out of the Ark….Noah was told,
Genesis 9:6   6 "Whoever sheds man's blood, By man his blood shall be shed, For in the image of God He made man.
Murder is mankind’s best hope of striking God.  It is the ultimate expression of hatred toward God.  Abortion is the ultimate murder, because it kills the most pure image bearer of God before he or she can even see the light of day.  So…how did the world end up this way?  

Satan, in the garden acted on his pent up hatred and jealousy of God.  Satan was not satisfied to be the most splendid creation of God, but had instead to BE God.  To get all glory for himself and take the place of God Himself.  According to Isaiah, Satan has been involved in this quest since his own creation and fall. 
Isaiah 14:13-16  13 "But you said in your heart, 'I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, And I will sit on the mount of assembly In the recesses of the north.  14 'I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.'  
“Because we’ve been uniquely created in the image of God, humans must uniquely image God and God’s glory before the rest of creation. Like a son who acts like his father and follows in his father’s professional footsteps man is designed to represent God’s character and rule over creation”   Mark Dever
So why are Satan and his demons so eager and willing to torment unbelieving and unrepentant humans?  Because humanity….even in its fallen condition…..is a constant reminder of everything Satan and demons hate.  They delight in tormenting humans because it is the closest they can come to inflicting pain on God.  Don’t underestimate the malice and deceit of Satan! 
God has complete ability to protect His creation and His people. [4]
Revelation 9:4  3.  4 They were told not to hurt the grass of the earth, nor any green thing, nor any tree, but only the men who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads.  
They were told not to hurt the grass of the earth, nor any green thing, nor any tree:  God is not only the God of Satan and all the demons…..using them all for His own purposes and ultimate glory, but He is all mankind’s God.  Don’t make the mistake of the religious and self righteous of Joel’s day.  When faced with the ultimate conquest of God over evil….the last thing you should do is declare yourself religious or righteous or even good.  There are none good….there are none righteous if you go down that path in this life you will perish and should you live to see the events of Revelation you will likewise perish.  All men must trust only in Jesus….who became sin for you and makes you righteous for God.   In the face of God’s final judgment….Joel calls men to repent.  It is the very thing God is doing here in Revelation. 

Joel 2:12-13  12 "Yet even now," declares the LORD, "Return to Me with all your heart, And with fasting, weeping and mourning;  13 And rend your heart and not your garments." Now return to the LORD your God, For He is gracious and compassionate, Slow to anger, abounding in lovingkindness And relenting of evil. 

But only the men who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads:   These are probably the 144,000 gospel preachers.  The church is not in Revelation!  That is why God saves and seals 144,000 Jewish Gospel Preachers to call the world to repentance and to give glory to God.  The Gospel has never been silenced anywhere.  Not Communist China.  Not North Korea.  Not the Old Soviet Union….not even in America.  There has been a price to pay for declaring it, but it cannot be silenced because God calls, saves and then protects His people. 

In the midst of the worst outpouring of demonic activity in the history of the world….and that is saying something…..God keeps the Gospel going strong.  Why?  Isn’t God just having a cosmic temper fit here now?  Isn’t He just fed up and going to end it all?  No! No! No!  He is destroying everything that is evil and malicious and wicked because He is the exact opposite of that in every way.  He is destroying hate because He is love.  He is destroying darkness in all its forms because He is light.  

What about today, January 1, 2012?  How secure are you this coming year?  The Mayans, who I might point out no longer exist as a civilization, thought the world would end this year.  They could not even predict when their own civilization would end though.  Here is what the Word of the Living God has to say about you in 2012: 

Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for wholeness and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.
Ephesians 1:13-14   13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,  14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.
Romans 8:35-39  35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?....  in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.  38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,  39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

John 6:37-40  37 "All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out.  38 "For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.  39 "This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day.  40 "For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day."

The gospel call is not to get religion.  It is not to be good or even to be moral.  Because the same one who calls you insist that religion is useless and you cannot be good or even moral.  The Gospel call is to come and hide yourself in Christ.  It is to repent of your unwillingness to trust Christ alone.  It is a call to cease hoping in anything accept Christ.  
The Same God told His church in this age the following: 

1 Thessalonians 5:4-11   4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day would overtake you like a thief;  5 for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness;  6 so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and sober.  7 For those who sleep do their sleeping at night, and those who get drunk get drunk at night.  8 But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation.  9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,  10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we will live together with Him.  11 Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing.

Revelation 3:10-11  10 'Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.  11 'I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one will take your crown.

God uses wickedness to judge wickedness, But…..IT IS STILL HIS DOING!  [5-11]
Revelation 9:5   5 And they were not permitted to kill anyone, but to torment for five months; and their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it stings a man.

They were not permitted to kill anyone: Although these demonic swarm sweeps out of hell like smoke rising from a furnace, they are still under the direction of God.  God can and does use the wicked to judge wicked men.  When Habakkuk complained about this to God, The Lord answered him saying: 
Habakkuk 1:5-7   5 "Look among the nations! Observe! Be astonished! Wonder! Because I am doing something in your days-- You would not believe if you were told.  6 "For behold, I am raising up the Chaldeans, That fierce and impetuous people Who march throughout the earth To seize dwelling places which are not theirs.  7 "They are dreaded and feared; Their justice and authority originate with themselves.

Their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it stings a man:  They do what they are told and only what they are told.  They are in the hands of God to judge the earth.  God tells Habakkuk that He uses what He pleases to judge.  Our sense of self-righteousness tells us that the Moslem nations should not be able to inflict judgment on us because they are more evil than we.  God declares to Habakkuk that after He is done judging Israel he will then hold Iraq accountable for what they have done.   
Habakkuk 1:9-12   9 "All of them come for violence. Their horde of faces moves forward. They collect captives like sand.  10 "They mock at kings And rulers are a laughing matter to them. They laugh at every fortress And heap up rubble to capture it.  11 "Then they will sweep through like the wind and pass on. But they will be held guilty, They whose strength is their god."  12 Are You not from everlasting, O LORD, my God, my Holy One? We will not die. You, O LORD, have appointed them to judge; And You, O Rock, have established them to correct.

Revelation 9:6   6 And in those days men will seek death and will not find it; they will long to die, and death flees from them.
This will be a very long time indeed for the “inhabitants of the Earth.”   They will seek death, but death will elude them or “flee.”  It will not be just hard to die.  Death will run away from those pursuing it.”  These demons cannot be resisted and they cannot be escaped.  

There have been many allegorical attempts to explain what these creatures actually are, but if we accept the fact that these are demons loosed from the pit of hell we don’t really need to find literal explanations for their appearance.  They looked like what John saw, but their appearance tells us something about their nature.  

Revelation 9:7  7 The appearance of the locusts was like horses prepared for battle; and on their heads appeared to be crowns like gold, and their faces were like the faces of men.
· They are like horses prepared for battle:  These are not insects.  In some way they resemble warhorses.  Joel describes them  in Joel 2:4-11.   

· They have what appears to be, golden victor’s crowns upon their heads: Symbolizing their complete victory over mankind for the 5 months they live upon the earth.  
“They will be invincible, unstoppable, and all-conquering.  Men will have no weapon that can harm them and no cure for the terrible torment they inflict.” John MacArthur 
· They have the faces like the faces of men: They have intelligence and personality.  Does not mean they are real human beings. 

Revelation 9:8   8 They had hair like the hair of women, and their teeth were like the teeth of lions.

· They have the hair like the hair of women:  This is creepy. Taken together with everything else it is intimidating and frightening. 

· They have teeth like the teeth of lions: But they never use them.  They use their tails.   Their appearance however is terrifying. 

Revelation 9:9  9 They had breastplates like breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings was like the sound of chariots, of many horses rushing to battle.

· They have breastplates like breastplates of iron: They are indestructible.  Their vital organs are protected fully.  

· They have wings that make a sound like chariots and horses going into battle: Joel 2:4,5 describes this same scene.  This kind of noise is paralyzing to men.  It creates a sense of despair and hopelessness.
Revelation 9:10   10 They have tails like scorpions, and stings; and in their tails is their power to hurt men for five months.

· They have tails like scorpion’s tails: With these tails they inflict all their pain.  It feels like a burning scorpion sting.  In I Cor. 15:55 Paul asks, “Where O death is your sting.” [power to torment] 

Revelation 9:11  11 They have as king over them, the angel of the abyss; his name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in the Greek he has the name Apollyon.
· They have a leader who is a real angel:  Like an army then they have a leader.  
· He is not Satan:  Satan is not connected with the Abyss until he is thrown there in Revelation 20:1-3.  Ephesians places him in the “heavenly realms.” [Eph. 6:12]

· He is given two proper names: In Hebrew the word “Abaddon” means “I Destroy” while in Greek the word “Apollyon” means “Destroyer.”  John is in the habit of giving things in both languages in order to have the maximum impact on his Jewish and Greek readers.  

· He is an fallen angel [demon] who is in charge of The Abyss who does not require any allegorizing.  

CONCLUSION:  This is what demons are really like.  Most men do not imagine what evil really is because Satan is careful not to offend our sense of propriety.  Evil men go to great lengths to suppress true and accurate descriptions of evil.  Dismembered babies are off limits for the press as well as images of 911, or anything else that shows the darkest side of evil.  Today Satan actually disguises himself as a righteous and desirable being along with his servants.  

2 Corinthians 11:14-15  14 No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.  15 Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds. 

During this period the demons and Satan will not be allowed to masquerade as something they are not.  When they swarm out of the abyss they will appear outwardly as they actually are within. 

You and I need to see evil and sin more accurately.  It is the destroyer of every good thing in creation.  It hides God and hurts God’s image bearers.  It is the source of war, murder, injustice, abuse, broken lives, broken homes, broken hearts.  God hates it for what it does to you and to your children.  

And yet,  men will say that God is acting as an extremist to end it once and for all.  That it is just not fair of God to put an end to all evil in the universe.  Well I say that it is!  Not only that is good and right and tender and merciful and compassionate and kind and blessed and loving.  While He does it…..while He destroys evil…..He graciously holds out His merciful hand to men.  Calling them to repent of their sin and their religion alike.  Calling men to forsake their own bogus righteousness for the true righteousness of Christ.    
Psalm 108:1-6  A Song, a Psalm of David. My heart is steadfast, O God; I will sing, I will sing praises, even with my soul.  2 Awake, harp and lyre; I will awaken the dawn!  3 I will give thanks to You, O LORD, among the peoples, And I will sing praises to You among the nations.  4 For Your lovingkindness is great above the heavens, And Your truth reaches to the skies.  5 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens, And Your glory above all the earth.  6 That Your beloved may be delivered, Save with Your right hand, and answer me!
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