The Seventh Seal----More Judgments
Revelation 8:1-6     
Jesus is the centerpiece of all Scripture, but nowhere is it more obvious than in the book of Revelation.  God wrote this book through the human means of John to “REVEAL” Christ to His saints.  Do not become so caught up in the events and chronology that you forget the purpose here.  Christ Jesus owns creation…..that means He owns you.  This is true whether or not you have yielded yourself to Him in any way.  It is true of the vilest sinner or the most humble servant.  God owns the universe and all that it contains. 
Psalm 89:11-12  1 The heavens are Yours, the earth also is Yours; The world and all it contains, You have founded them.  12 The north and the south, You have created them;

Psalm 24:1-2  The earth is the LORD'S, and all it contains, The world, and those who dwell in it.  2 For He has founded it upon the seas And established it upon the rivers.

The Scripture never calls men to make Christ Lord.  He is Lord!  All creation is called to yield to Him.  You are called to surrender your will to His.  What unfolds in the coming chapters is the future event Paul spoke of in Philippians. Speaking of Jesus…he said….. 

Philippians 2:6-11  …..although He existed in the form of God,  He did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,  7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.  8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name,  10 so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

So as we come to the final seal is it not surprising that the chapter begins with every eye in creation riveted on the lamb upon the throne.  This is what John saw: 
Revelation 8:1-6  When the Lamb broke the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour.  2 And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to them.  3 Another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a golden censer; and much incense was given to him, so that he might add it to the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar which was before the throne.  4 And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, went up before God out of the angel's hand.  5 Then the angel took the censer and filled it with the fire of the altar, and threw it to the earth; and there followed peals of thunder and sounds and flashes of lightning and an earthquake.  6 And the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound them.

Jesus is first seen upon the throne in chapter five. In chapter six He begins to open the seven seals that secure what is most probably the title deed to the earth.  Each seal unleashes a judgment or exposes an event.  Here is a summary: 

· Seal One:  
The Rider on the White Horse [World dictatorship]

· Seal Two:  
The Rider on the Red Horse [War]

· Seal Three:
The Rider on the Black Horse [Famine]

· Seal Four:
The Rider on the Pale Horse [Death]

· Seal Five: 
The Righteous Martyrs under the Throne of God

· Seal Six:
The Great Earthquake and Geological Upheaval. 

Chapter seven shows God saving Israel and then many gentiles as well.  And doing so at the very time that He is pouring judgment upon the earth. An earth that is ruined by sin, malice, murder, abuse, hatred, manmade famine, war and a host of other unspeakable blights.  It is His earth, His people, His creation. 
In chapter eight Jesus opens the the seventh and final seal of that scroll.  This too is about Jesus Christ.  What John witnesses, reveals the character, nature and sovereign power of the one who bore the wrath of God for sinners and rose again giving eternal life to all who believe.  Every tongue will confess!  Every knee will bow!  The luxury of being “neutral” toward God is now definitively over. This is what we see in these few verses about Jesus.
· God’s Scroll is finally opened [1]  Jesus is worthy to open it!
· God’s final judgments are arranged [2]  Jesus is the worthy judge of Creation!
· God listens to the prayers of His people [3-4] Jesus is the shepherd of His People
· God responds to the prayers of His people  Jesus is the avenger of His People
God’s Scroll is finally opened [1]  Jesus is worthy to open it!

Revelation 8:1 When the Lamb broke the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour.

The Lamb broke the seventh seal:  Not the Father, not anyone else in creation.  It was the Lamb.  John had previously said: 

Revelation 5:4-5   4 Then I began to weep greatly because no one was found worthy to open the book or to look into it;  5 and one of the elders said to me, "Stop weeping; behold, the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so as to open the book and its seven seals."
There was silence in heaven for about half an hour:  We are expecting another cataclysmic event to be unleashed with the seventh seal.  Instead, as the Savior breaks and then loosens the final seal, the din and clamor of judgment subsides into a deafening silence.  

The universe is never silent.  Nevertheless, both chapters seven and eight begin with the silence of creation. Seven describes a planet without a breath of wind, reduced to stillness and calm while chapter eight describes a “silence in heaven” where just moments before there had been immense activity and sound. 

The Lamb, slain from the foundation of the world, has in fact…opened the scroll.  Creation falls silent as the final seal is removed.  Christ, at long last, has removed the final barrier and is able to look inside. [5:3] The worship of both the angels and the elders pauses.  The crying out of the martyrs beneath the throne grows still. The Living Creatures are all quiet.  David and the prophets anticipated a moment like this one: 

Psalm 76:8-9   8 You caused judgment to be heard from heaven; The earth feared and was still  9 When God arose to judgment, To save all the humble of the earth. Selah.
Habakkuk 2:20   20 "But the LORD is in His holy temple. Let all the earth be silent before Him."
Zeph. 1:7  Be silent before the Sovereign LORD, for the day of the LORD is near.

Christ is about to unleash final judgment upon the earth, but what exactly is going on during these 30 minutes of silence.  Let’s look carefully at the scene John describes.  

God’s final judgments are arranged [2]  Jesus is the worthy judge of Creation!

Revelation 8:2   2 And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to them.
The seven angels:  This is a specific group.  A group known as “The Seven.”  

Who stand before God:  This group is commanded to stand or caused to stand before God.  They are at His instantaneous beck and call.  There are seven angels who have been standing before God.  The Greek indicates that this is their normal position.  They are in the presence of God as a matter of fact.  Gabriel might be one of them.  He told Mary….

Luke 1:19  19 ……"I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news.
Seven trumpets were given to them:  God uses trumpets continually in Scripture.  They summoned the people to His presence.  They sounded the alarm of war and announced special religious holidays or news.   They blew them when there was a new King and for worship in the temple.  A trumpet will announce the Rapture of the Church.   In a few verses we are about to see trumpets announce a judgment of previously unimagined judgment on a world that knows God, knows they are under judgment, is being called to repent and believe…..but still hates God and would rather die than ever bow their knee or heart before the lamb who sits upon the throne.  
You need to understand that this judgment is just.  God has raised up the church for 2000 years to tell the gospel.  The world has responded with mockery.  In the Tribulation, God turns again to save Israel with the 144,000 and then preaches the gospel throughout the earth.  There are many who repent and believe, but most respond with rejection.  
If you are playing with God….just trying to keep Him at bay by having said a prayer or made a confession or walked an aisle or joined a church….BUT have never given yourself fully to Christ, you are on the wrong side of history.  God intends to bring all creation into submission.  Here in Revelation is the future record of how he will do that.  Today this final judgment falls on those who die apart from Christ.  It is final and grievous.  Even God takes no delight in it at all: 
Ezekiel 18:23 Do I take any pleasure in the death of the wicked? declares the Sovereign LORD. Rather, am I not pleased when they turn from their ways and live?
Everything up until now has been child’s play.  The calamities have just been intense versions of things that men have experienced before.  But God has used them to let the entire creation know that it is He Himself who is acting.  God has set the stage for a totally just judgment of men. Not only has He revealed Himself on the earth, but has raised up gospel preachers to call men to Himself.  As if to anticipate this great judgment day, Hebrews says……
Hebrews 10:26-31  …..if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,  27 but a terrifying expectation of judgment and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES.  28 Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.  29 How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled underfoot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace?  30 For we know Him who said, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY." And again, "THE LORD WILL JUDGE HIS PEOPLE."  31 It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

God listens to the prayers of His people [3-4] Jesus is the shepherd of His People

Revelation 8:3-4  3 Another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a golden censer; and much incense was given to him, so that he might add it to the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar which was before the throne.  4 And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, went up before God out of the angel's hand.

Another angel came and stood at the altar:  This is not one of “The Seven,” but an angel of the same kind.  
Holding a golden censer; and much incense was given to him:   He has a golden censer not a trumpet.   The censure was used in the temple to scoop up hot coals from the alter, carry them into the holy place and then ignite the incense. There is a lot of incense.

So that he might add it to the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar which was before the throne:  God is never too busy to hear the prayers of His people.  God does not want you to miss this point in the midst of all this activity.  No matter how horrible things appear to be you can pray and God will hear.  
Revelation 5:8  8 When He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each one holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense,  which are the prayers of the saints.
And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, went up before God out of the angel's hand:  There is nothing hard to understand about this scene.  God gathers up the prayers of His people and He receives them.   The tribulation saints beneath the altar have been praying for judgment to fall upon the earth. [Rev. 6:9-11] Paul and David have prayed similar prayers in the Bible.  
2 Thessalonians 1:6-10  6 For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you,  7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire,  8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  9 These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,  10 when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have believed-- for our testimony to you was believed.
NOTE:  30 minutes was about the length of time that it took a priest to offer the incense before the altar in the temple of God. This is what Zechariah was doing in the Temple when the angel appeared to announce the birth of John. 
Luke 1:8-10  8 Now it happened that while he was performing his priestly service before God in the appointed order of his division,  9 according to the custom of the priestly office, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense.  10 And the whole multitude of the people were in prayer outside at the hour of the incense offering.
The silence allowed the prayers to be heard over the roar of worship and the spectacle of God’s sovereignty.  God does take time to hear the prayers of His saints. This means you! 

Can your prayers change anything?  Can the prayers of His saints move a God of this majesty and power?  God pauses in the midst of final judgment to let you know that the prayers of God’s people are heard.  They are not always answered when and how we desire because God has purposes that we do not understand and cannot know….but you must know God ignores NONE of the prayers of His people.   
Isaiah 55:8-9   8 "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways," declares the LORD.  9 "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways And My thoughts than your thoughts.

What we see here is God saving them up to answer them all at once when the exact time has come for Him to act in perfect justice and power.  Consider what Jesus said about prayer: 

Luke 11:5-13  5 Then He said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and goes to him at midnight and says to him, 'Friend, lend me three loaves;  6 for a friend of mine has come to me from a journey, and I have nothing to set before him';  7 and from inside he answers and says, 'Do not bother me; the door has already been shut and my children and I are in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.'  8 "I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his persistence he will get up and give him as much as he needs.  9 "So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.  10 "For everyone who asks, receives; and he who seeks, finds; and to him who knocks, it will be opened.  11 "Now suppose one of you fathers is asked by his son for a fish; he will not give him a snake instead of a fish, will he?  12 "Or if he is asked for an egg, he will not give him a scorpion, will he?  13 "If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?"
What do you think Jesus is trying to say here?  Is it possible that Christ is commanding us to pester God until He finally answers our prayers?  Jesus [who is God] invites you to pray like this with expectation.  God is on the throne of creation and it must and will obey His every desire.  At the same time He has not only invited us, but commanded us to come into His presence to worship, and to pray.  Prayerlessness severs you from the help you so desperately need.  When you quit praying you have given up.  Tell God you will pray until He answers you.  What is it you most desire from Him?  Commit this hour to pray until it is given.  He cannot be offended by this.  He has taught us these things Himself. 
Luke 18:1 Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought to pray and not to lose heart,
God responds to the prayers of His people  Jesus is the avenger of His People  [5]
Revelation 8:5  5 Then the angel took the censer and filled it with the fire of the altar, and threw it to the earth; and there followed peals of thunder and sounds and flashes of lightning and an earthquake.
Then the angel took the censer and filled it with the fire of the altar, and threw it to the earth:  After offering the prayers of the saints to God, this same angel begins the final process of answering them.
Every prayer of every believer who has ever lived is about to be fully, definitively and eternally answered.  Think about your prayers with me.  What are they about?  Injustice, sickness and death.  Sinful things done to you or to others.  Broken families, broken hearts, broken spirits and minds.  God has had His ultimate fill of Satan’s merciless pummeling of men.  He is about to be eternally through with mankind’s malice and hatred of their children, spouses and families.   
There followed peals of thunder and sounds and flashes of lightning and an earthquake: The angel [who lives and stands before God to do His bidding] takes the now empty censer and fills it with fire from the altar.  As he hurls it to the Earth the silence is broken with peals of thunder and an earthquake.  while the seven angels prepare to sound their trumpets.  
The Lamb, who is worthy to open the scroll, has opened it and having looked inside, now prepares to take possession of His creation while fulfilling every Word God has spoken about judgment and righteousness.  The wicked will resist and Satan will rage against the people of the Lamb who turn to Him during this war, but justice is going to fall across the face of the Earth and men will not stand before it.  David foresaw it 3 millenniums before when he wrote: 

Psalm 2:1-12  Why are the nations in an uproar And the peoples devising a vain thing?  2 The kings of the earth take their stand And the rulers take counsel together Against the LORD and against His Anointed, saying,  3 "Let us tear their fetters apart And cast away their cords from us!"  4 He who sits in the heavens laughs, The Lord scoffs at them.  5 Then He will speak to them in His anger And terrify them in His fury, saying,  6 "But as for Me, I have installed My King Upon Zion, My holy mountain."  7 "I will surely tell of the decree of the LORD: He said to Me, 'You are My Son, Today I have begotten You.  8 'Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Your inheritance, And the very ends of the earth as Your possession.  9 'You shall break them with a rod of iron, You shall shatter them like earthenware.'"  10 Now therefore, O kings, show discernment; Take warning, O judges of the earth.  11 Worship the LORD with reverence And rejoice with trembling.  12 Do homage to the Son, that He not become angry, and you perish in the way, For His wrath may soon be kindled. How blessed are all who take refuge in Him!
CONCLUSION:  What should you know about Jesus from this passage?  
· He is worthy to open the Scroll the way you are worthy to open your own mail.  He has the right to do it.  He has the authority granted from God to open and read and to do what is written in it.  
· God listens to your prayers.  If you are a believer in Christ you need to pray.  You have no resources to bring about justice in this world.  You cannot turn back the mighty flood of sin and injustice that sweeps over your life.  We are commanded by God to camp on His doorstep.  To call out to Him for help, provision, justice and protection.  Purpose to pray and not grow weary.  DO not worry about how you will do it.  Purpose to do it.  God is the enabler of His own children.  
· God answers your prayers.  Jesus says God answers prayer.  Our part is to persist.  God’s ways are not known to us.  We do not have insider information as to what God is doing.  He only bids us come and pray.  Doing so will keep you in the presence of God, where He will comfort, give you hope and answer. 
· He is absolutely just in His judgments.  All the injustices of the world will be settled.  Every unconverted sinner who has ever lived and died without Christ is in hell.  God will resurrect them to settle everything with them.  No one gets away with anything.  Christ is perfectly just and perfectly powerful to judge. What is more….all judgment has been committed to Christ.  The Father has given that to Jesus.  
John 5:21-23  21 "For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son also gives life to whom He wishes.  22 "For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son,  23 so that all will honor the Son even as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.
This is why Jesus tells us not to judge one another.  We are unworthy to judge one another guilty and pronounce sentence because we are stripped of all authority to do so by our own guilt.  This is like a felon grabbing the gavel and pronouncing sentence on someone else who has committed the same crime.   

Matthew 7:1-2  "Do not judge so that you will not be judged.  2 "For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you.

Christ is infinitely merciful and gracious.  If you are impressed with your own guilt and sin then the solution is not for you to never read the Bible again, or to stay away from the book of Revelation or from Gospel preaching.  It is to come to Christ, because with infinite love and mercy, Jesus paid the penalty of death that you deserve.  

You cannot excuse yourself by finding someone worst than yourself.  We all stand compared to Christ, who has perfect obedience to God and perfect righteousness.  You need to be in Christ.  You need His righteousness and you can have it by trusting only in Him.  This is the Gospel Good News.  Death comes to all men and then we give an account.  If you come to Christ in trust, He will give that account for you.  He has already made it available to all who come.  

John 7:37-38   37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.  38 "He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, 'From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.'" 
The awesome, sovereign and perfectly righteous judge extends His open hand to all who hear Him call…..saying…… 

Matthew 11:27-30  27 "All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.  28 "Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  29 "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS.  30 "For My yoke is easy and My burden is light."
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