The Tribulation Saints In Heaven 
Revelation 7:9-17    
Introduction:  Christ’s Salvation reaches to the ends of the earth.  BUT…. in this Tribulation it is preached by Israel and not the church!   Why?  Because that is what God always intended Israel to do.  Israel’s choosing was not for her own glory and renown, not because she was better or more righteous than everyone else, BUT to be the means by which God would reveal His Son who is His Salvation to every nation, tribe and tongue.  

The Church is not in the Tribulation and yet the preaching of Christ is!  This is not surprising to those who believe the prophets.  God is now using Israel to do this.  He broke her off the rootstock 2000 years ago, but now….true to His Word….in this chapter…..we see God grafting her back in to fulfill the His revealed purposes of salvation to the ends of the earth. David prays and sings under inspiration…… 
Psalm 67:1-7…….God be gracious to us and bless us, And cause His face to shine upon us-- Selah.  2 That Your way may be known on the earth, Your salvation among all nations.  3 Let the peoples praise You, O God; Let all the peoples praise You.  4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy; For You will judge the peoples with uprightness And guide the nations on the earth. Selah.  5 Let the peoples praise You, O God; Let all the peoples praise You.  6 The earth has yielded its produce; God, our God, blesses us.  7 God blesses us, That all the ends of the earth may fear Him.  
Paul, under inspiration explains the apparent abandonment of Israel by God. He cannot be deterred by the failure of men and women to obey him.  Paul explains that even in Israel’s refusal to embrace their Messiah, God simply moved on with the task of saving the world without them, BUT….and this is a big BUT!  God did not replace Israel in His mind.  HE did not abandon her forever.   
Romans 11:11-32   11 I say then, they [Israel] did not stumble so as to fall, did they? May it never be! But by their transgression salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make them jealous.  12 Now if their transgression is riches for the world and their failure is riches for the Gentiles, how much more will their fulfillment be!  13 But I am speaking to you who are Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle of Gentiles, I magnify my ministry,  14 if somehow I might move to jealousy my fellow countrymen and save some of them.
If God can save the Gentiles when Israel whom He had chosen, refuses to obey Him,  Paul argues,  can you imagine what it will be like when God turns Israel’s heart back to Her Messiah and then turns her loose on the world to preach Christ Jesus to it.
15 For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead?  16 If the first piece of dough is holy, the lump is also; and if the root is holy, the branches are too.  17 But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, [Gentile Church] being a wild olive, were grafted in among them and became partaker with them of the rich root of the olive tree,  18 do not be arrogant toward the branches; but if you are arrogant, remember that it is not you who supports the root, but the root supports you.  19 You will say then, "Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in."  20 Quite right, they were broken off for their unbelief, but you stand by your faith. Do not be conceited, but fear;  21 for if God did not spare the natural branches, [Israel] He will not spare you, [Gentile Church] either.  
The Son is the Life giver.  He is the root stock and Israel proves what happens to a people who admire themselves, their religion and their own righteousness.  They fail through unbelief….because belief is not in religion or works.  It is total and undiluted trust in God alone to supply all righteousness and all salvation.  So Paul tells us…..

22 Behold then the kindness and severity of God; to those who fell, [Israel] severity, but to you, [The Gentile Church] God's kindness, if you continue in His kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off.  23 And they [Israel] also, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again.  24 For if you were cut off from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these who are the natural branches be grafted into their own olive tree?  
Ignorance of, or outright rejection of what God says in His Perfect Holy Word leads to arrogance and pride.  Like Israel, the church has become largely Messiahless!  She has her ways, her programs, her slogans, her buildings, her clergy, her stickers and her own ideas and plans about success.  But the Gentile church is not interested in what God has to say about her humility, dependency and HIS Salvation.  It is through Christ Alone and we stand by Trust Alone in our Savior who is the ONLY Son of the Living God.  When God is ready….and that could begin at any time, He will take the trusting church to heaven and then fulfill all that the prophets have declared.  He will save Israel and use them to evangelize the world as the Prophets have predicted.  
25 For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery[something not known until now]-- so that you will not be wise [proud] in your own estimation-- that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in;  26 and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, "THE DELIVERER WILL COME FROM ZION, HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB."  27 "THIS IS MY COVENANT WITH THEM, WHEN I TAKE AWAY THEIR SINS." 
Israel seems to be an enemy, but God says they are still beloved.  God does not love because of what Israel does anymore than He has loved you because of what you have done.  God loves you and Israel because He has set His affection on you and not because He has responded to your love, righteousness and obedience.  He will not change His heart or mind toward those that He has called.  AND….He saves because He is merciful and for no other known or revealed reason…..PERIOD!
28 From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but from the standpoint of God's choice they are beloved for the sake of the fathers;  29 for the gifts and the calling of God [To Israel] are irrevocable.  30 For just as you once were disobedient to God, but now have been shown mercy because of their disobedience,  31 so these also now have been disobedient, that because of the mercy shown to you they also may now be shown mercy.  32 For God has shut up all in disobedience so that He may show mercy to all.

This is God’s explanation.  Now let’s see it unfold in Revelation Seven: 

· Who are these People? [9a]

· Where did they come from? [9b]

· Where are they exactly?  [9c]

· What are they doing there?  They are leading worship [10-12]

· When were they redeemed? [13-14a]

· How were they redeemed? [14b-15]

· How Does God Respond to His Redeemed?  [16-17]

Who are these People? [9a]

Revelation 7:9a   9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could count, 
A great multitude which no one could count:  The Jewish believers were numbered, organized and specified at the beginning of this interlude, but Israel is small among the nations of the world.  She is weak, despised and unlikely to be heeded. Nevertheless, God now reveals the results of His plan for Israel.  What comes from this small group of people [1 person out of every 5 million people] is an uncountable number of saved people from the earth.  God always intended to use Israel to bring the nations to salvation.  Isaiah records The Father’s words in eternity past to His Son…
Isaiah 49:5-7   5 And now the LORD says, he who formed me from the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him; and that Israel might be gathered to him- for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD, and my God has become my strength-  6 he says: "It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to bring back the preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth."  7 Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation, the servant of rulers: "Kings shall see and arise; princes, and they shall prostrate themselves; because of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you."

The visible and dramatic fulfillment of all this will be in that final seven years when God begins to restore Israel to faith and then uses faithful Israel to pour salvation on the nations.

Where did they come from? [9b]

Revelation 7:9b   from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, 

From every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues:  This is the globalism that mankind and Satan seek to counterfeit today.   The earths version is the One World Religion, One World Government and One World Leader [Anti-Christ]  It will be a nice try…..but it will not stand the wrath of “He who sits on the throne and the Lamb.”
This phrase describes worldwide reach…the ends of the earth.  This is what Christ has done during this present age and will continue it and even escalate it in the final hours of humanity upon the earth.  According to the Four Living Creatures and the Elders before the throne it is the primary reason for His Glory, and His worthiness to open the Scroll and rule creation.  Because He alone is a Savior. 

Revelation 5:9-10  9 And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation,  10 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth."

Where are they exactly?  [9c]

Revelation 7:9c   standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their hands;

Standing before the throne and before the Lamb:  Only the redeemed will stand before The Father and the Son.  All others will kneel.   Only the redeemed will worship, exalt and proclaim The Father and the Son.  All others will simply confess that He is Master and Lord of all.  

Psalm 1:5-6  5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, Nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.  6 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, But the way of the wicked will perish.
Clothed in white robes:  This is how God says He clothes His saints. The robes are also mentioned in Rev. 6:9-11 and were, at that time on the martyrs.  That this might be a subsequent description of that group is certainly possible.  

Palm branches were in their hands; They are said to be holding palm branches in their hands.  The last time we saw a crowd with Palm branches they too were raised up by God to give glory to His Son who is the King of Creation.  

The last time something like this occurred was Monday March 30th 33 AD. Jesus had just left Bethany to begin the short descent into the City of Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover. 

John 12:12-13  …..when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem,  13 took the branches of the palm trees and went out to meet Him, and began to shout, "Hosanna! BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD, even the King of Israel."

During that week, Jesus had an appointment with His Cross.  
Here He has an appointment with His Coronation.
But the Prophets had spoken of this literal event in the earthly life of Christ:
Zechariah 9:9  9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, Humble, and mounted on a donkey, Even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.   and 
Psalm 118:25-28   25 Save us, we pray, O LORD! O LORD, we pray, …..  26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD! …..  27 The LORD is God, and he has made his light to shine upon us……You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God; I will extol you.

During Easter week the crowds surrounded Jesus as He moved along that road. And God caused the multitudes to hail Jesus as the Messiah for a moment.  What appears spontaneous, is actually Holy Spirit driven. God has orchestrated this moment from eternity past so that humanity might catch a site of the “Glory of God the Son.”  And as they do Matthew tells us they begin to…..

Matthew 21:8-9   8 ……spread their coats in the road, and others were cutting branches from the trees and spreading them in the road.  9 The crowds going ahead of Him, and those who followed, were shouting, "Hosanna to the Son of David; BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD; Hosanna in the highest!"

Now finally we see the fulfillment of this blessed worship in heaven.  Jesus Alone Saves!

What are they doing there?  They are leading worship. [10-12]
Revelation 7:10-11   10 and they cry out with a loud voice, saying, "Salvation to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb."  11 And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures; and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God,
They cry out with a loud voice, saying, "Salvation to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.":  “Salvation belongs to the Lord!” is the equivalent to “Hosanna”   The crowds in heaven now fulfill the shadow worship of those on earth the week before Christ died.  They now burst forth with the truth that will no longer be hidden from Creation.  Jesus is the only Savior of men.  He is the Messiah of Israel.  He is the heir to the throne…He is the Son of God and the Savior of the nations.  

And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures; and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God:  I said that they were leading worship, because as they begin to cry out every other creature in that throne room joins in. 

The elders:  They represent the church in heaven as we have studied earlier.  They are distinguished from these saints who came out of the Great Tribulation. 
The angels and the four living creatures also begin to worship.  Worship is for God.  It is His universal right and honor because He is worthy in every conceivable way to receive it. 
Psalm 96:9-13  9 Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; tremble before him, all the earth!  10 Say among the nations, "The LORD reigns! Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved; he will judge the peoples with equity."  11 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all that fills it;  12 let the field exult, and everything in it! Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy  13 before the LORD, for he comes, for he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness, and the peoples in his faithfulness.  

Those same prophets tells us that in the Tribulation God will save the nations through the proclamation of His people Israel and they will stand before Him in heaven and worship.  Christ’s Triumphal Entry was only a taste of the worship He will receive in eternity from His redeemed.  

When were they redeemed? [13-14a]

Revelation 7:13-14  13 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, "These who are clothed in the white robes, who are they, and where have they come from?"  14 I said to him, "My lord, you know." And he said to me, "These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation,

These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation: They are not the church gathered in heaven as some imagine. If we are going to give any credence to the plain language of the text they are not the church which started at Pentecost. These came out of the great Tribulation which Jesus described as the second half of the final seven years of Daniels prophecy.  

Matthew 24:21 "For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever will.
“They lived into it, they were redeemed during it and have now come out of it through death by violence, natural causes, and martyrdom.”  John MacArthur 
The phrase “the ones who come out”  describes in Greek, the process of them coming out over a period of time as John is watching.   The rapture of the church is instantaneous, in the blink of an eye.  That is how the church will get into heaven.  This group arrives there one by one as the Great Tribulation continues to advance.   So the answer to when were they redeemed is; during the great tribulation which is proceeding as John watches and writes. 
How were they redeemed? [14b-15]
Revelation 7:14b-15   …they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.  15 "For this reason, they are before the throne of God; and they serve Him day and night in His temple; and He who sits on the throne will spread His tabernacle over them.

They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb:  These people do not have a different way to be saved than the church even though they are not the church.  God reserves the right to save any one at any time and that includes Israel who has forsaken Him and killed His Son. 

1 Peter 1:18-20   you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold,  19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.  20 He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for your sake,

Ephesians 2:12-16  12 you [Gentile Church] were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.  13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility  15 by abolishing the law of commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace,  16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross,

Hebrews 9:13-15  13 For if the sprinkling of defiled persons with the blood of goats and bulls and with the ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the purification of the flesh,  14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.  15 Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance,

For this reason, they are before the throne of God; and they serve Him day and night in His temple:  These redeemed are standing before God  and serving Him with worship for only one reason.  Christ Jesus spilled His blood and absorbed their punishment.  He brought them to faith and then made them His children.  This is how the church gets before the throne but this is not the church.  This is how Israel will get before the throne, but this is not Israel.  These men and women show us that Christ is the only Savior of men in every place, and in every age. 
How Does God Respond to His Redeemed?  [16-17]
Revelation 7:16-17   16 "They will hunger no longer, nor thirst anymore; nor will the sun beat down on them, nor any heat;  17 for the Lamb in the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and will guide them to springs of the water of life; and God will wipe every tear from their eyes."
They will hunger no longer, nor thirst anymore; nor will the sun beat down on them, nor any heat:  Men are not spirits.  We need food and water and protection from the sun.  Today we live in a fallen and groaning earth that God has cursed because of our sin.  If He had not done so no men would ever seek Him.  He is the source of our needs…even our physical, daily, earthly needs. 

Romans 8:19-20   19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God.  20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it,
The Lamb in the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and will guide them to springs of the water of life; and God will wipe every tear from their eyes:  When will it all end? When Christ reigns!  When every sin and opposition is put down.  When there is no authority in the universe accept the Lamb in the center of the throne.  He will shepherd His people to clear water and comfort them with everything we long for now. 

Romans 8:21-24  the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now.  23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.  24 For in this hope we were saved.

1 Corinthians 15:24-26  24 then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power.  25 For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet.  26 The last enemy that will be abolished is death.
CONCLUSION:  What John observes and describes here is the greatest worldwide response to the gospel of Christ that has ever been seen even though the church is not present on the earth.  

What a Savior!  A Savior who will save multitudes of men at the very time that Satan is running wild on the Earth seeking to destroy everything possible.  Our God is an awesome God, Mighty in all His ways and will bring to pass [as He promised] the salvation of peoples.  
You should take Him seriously at His Word today.   Should we not proclaim Him and spread His glory to all people?  Are we His faithful witnesses in this age or are we intimidated, ashamed and silenced, believing like much of the evangelical church of our day that the “preaching of Christ” could never induce anyone to follow Him and turn from their sin.  

John 12:32-33   32 "And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself."  33 But He was saying this to indicate the kind of death by which He was to die.

May God give us boldness to believe Him once again and rekindle our confidence in the proclamation of Jesus as the only Savior of men.  That will be the theme of the redeemed in heaven….why should it not be ours today on earth.  

Romans 1:16-17  16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY FAITH." 
Even at the very end of the tribulation God will still be calling men to repentance and salvation because He is a Saving God. 

Revelation 14:6-7  6 Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people.  7 And he said with a loud voice, "Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water."
Psalm 98:1 A Psalm. O sing to the LORD a new song, For He has done wonderful things, His right hand and His holy arm have gained the victory for Him.  2 The LORD has made known His salvation; He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations.  3 He has remembered His lovingkindness and His faithfulness to the house of Israel; All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.  4 Shout joyfully to the LORD, all the earth; Break forth and sing for joy and sing praises.  5 Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, With the lyre and the sound of melody.  6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn Shout joyfully before the King, the LORD.  7 Let the sea roar and all it contains, The world and those who dwell in it.  8 Let the rivers clap their hands, Let the mountains sing together for joy  9 Before the LORD, for He is coming to judge the earth; He will judge the world with righteousness And the peoples with equity.  
PAGE  
3

