The 144,000 of Israel
Revelation 7:1-8  

Introduction:  Six seals are opened by the time we reach chapter seven.  It would be naturally to expect the 7th to follow, but instead God provides a parenthetical interlude containing two important and detailed events.  Then He begins again in chapter 8 by opening the 7th seal.  

The first six seals are not just gratuitous violence.  They are purposeful and focused….the way an army takes an objective with carefully designed aggression.   Christ is taking back the earth, which is rightfully his.   Both Satan and unbelieving mankind oppose that just goal. 

“The world will refuse to acknowledge that the disasters of the first five seals are God’s judgment—despite the warnings from believers that they are.  But the events of the sixth seal will be so horrific that all will be forced to acknowledge them as the judgment of God.  In their terror, amid their futile attempts to hide from the terrible presence of God the Father and the Lamb, people will cry out, “The great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?” [6:17] John MacArthur
Chapter seven answers the question,  “Who can stand?”  There are in fact,  two large groups of people who “can stand” in that day. 
They are the 144,000 of Israel in verses 1-8 and the “great [gentile] multitude that no one could count” in verses 9-17.  It is clearly God’s purpose in the tribulation to save Israel and establish Christ’s throne in Jerusalem, but He also saves millions of gentiles by His gracious mercy.  What a gloriously gracious Savior!

Salvation is never dependent on circumstances or the inclination of mankind to believe. The gospel has been preached for 2000 years and both the nation of Israel and the gentile peoples have rejected it steadfastly.  
Chapter six ends with the wicked calling for death to overtake them quickly so that they do not have to submit to God or the Lamb.  They have come to the correct conclusion that they are facing the judgment of God, but prefer death and hell to the presence of the living God.  

In this text God begins the fulfillment of the prophecies concerning the salvation of Israel.  Christ gave His life freely to Israel and yet they not only rejected Him, but actually hated Him.  Today the Gospel is offered freely to men of every nation with a similar response.  What God does in chapter seven is the same thing He has always done to save men from their hopeless condition.  He acts alone to do it.  

Revelation 7:1-8  After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the earth, so that no wind would blow on the earth or on the sea or on any tree.  2 And I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, having the seal of the living God; and he cried out with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea,  3 saying, "Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees until we have sealed the bond-servants of our God on their foreheads."  4 And I heard the number of those who were sealed, one hundred and forty-four thousand sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel:  5 from the tribe of Judah, twelve thousand were sealed, from the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand, from the tribe of Gad twelve thousand,  6 from the tribe of Asher twelve thousand, from the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand, from the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand,  7 from the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand, from the tribe of Levi twelve thousand, from the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand,  8 from the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand, from the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand, from the tribe of Benjamin, twelve thousand were sealed.  
Israel will not be saved apart from Christ as some suggest.  She must come to her Messiah to be saved.  Individual Jews have been saved throughout this age….starting with the disciples and the converts of Pentecost.  But the nation has always rejected Jesus.  Knowing this, Jesus told the Pharisees a parable of a vineyard owner who sent several servants to collect the portion of the fruit due him. Finally…… 
Matthew 21:37-46  …..He sent his son to them, saying, 'They will respect my son.'  38 "But when the vine-growers [Israel] saw the son, they said among themselves, 'This is the heir; come, let us kill him and seize his inheritance.'  39 "They took him, and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.  40 "Therefore when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those vine-growers?"  41 They said to Him, "He will bring those wretches to a wretched end, and will rent out the vineyard to other vine-growers who will pay him the proceeds at the proper seasons."  42 Jesus said to them, "Did you never read in the Scriptures, 'THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, THIS BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER stone; THIS CAME ABOUT FROM THE LORD, AND IT IS MARVELOUS IN OUR EYES '?  43 "Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people, producing the fruit of it.  44 "And he who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it will scatter him like dust."  45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard His parables, they understood that He was speaking about them.  46 When they sought to seize Him, they feared the people, because they considered Him to be a prophet.
Paul explained God’s purposes for the falling away of Israel and the gathering in of the Gentiles to the Romans.  Turn over there with me for a moment.  
Romans 11:1-12  I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He? May it never be! For I too am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.  2 God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew. Or do you not know what the Scripture says in the passage about Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel?  3 "Lord, THEY HAVE KILLED YOUR PROPHETS, THEY HAVE TORN DOWN YOUR ALTARS, AND I ALONE AM LEFT, AND THEY ARE SEEKING MY LIFE."  4 But what is the divine response to him? "I HAVE KEPT for Myself SEVEN THOUSAND MEN WHO HAVE NOT BOWED THE KNEE TO BAAL."  5 In the same way then, there has also come to be at the present time a remnant according to God's gracious choice.  6 But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace.  7 What then? What Israel is seeking, it has not obtained, but those who were chosen obtained it, and the rest were hardened;  8 just as it is written, "GOD GAVE THEM A SPIRIT OF STUPOR, EYES TO SEE NOT AND EARS TO HEAR NOT, DOWN TO THIS VERY DAY."  9 And David says, "LET THEIR TABLE BECOME A SNARE AND A TRAP, AND A STUMBLING BLOCK AND A RETRIBUTION TO THEM.  10 "LET THEIR EYES BE DARKENED TO SEE NOT, AND BEND THEIR BACKS FOREVER."  11 I say then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they? May it never be! But by their transgression salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make them jealous.  12 Now if their transgression is riches for the world and their failure is riches for the Gentiles, how much more will their fulfillment be!

Chapter Seven reveals God acting alone to  turn the Nation of Israel to  her Messiah.  It is the direct fulfillment of all that the prophets have said about Israel.  He acts now with:
· Sovereign Power over Creation  [1]

· Sovereign Power over Unbelief  [2-3]

· Sovereign Power to Chose Israel  [4-8]
Sovereign Power over Creation  [1]

Revelation 7:1 After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the earth, so that no wind would blow on the earth or on the sea or on any tree.
I saw four angels: These four angels exercise total power over the environment of the earth.  The four winds are often instruments of judgment, but are paused by God.   

Daniel 7:2  2 Daniel said: "In my vision at night I looked, and there before me were the four winds of heaven churning up the great sea. 
Holding back the four winds of the earth:  The judgment of God seems to be straining at its leash to begin again.   The winds of destruction want to blow,  but these angels are restraining them.  God has been speaking in a very loud voice as He opened the first six seals.  Now He speaks with silence.  Stillness descends on heaven and throughout the earth.   It is a deathly calm before the continued judgment.  No clouds moving, no waves breaking, no storms.  Not a breath moves.  
“These winds make life possible on earth through the hydrologic cycle, transporting waters inland from the ocean with which to water the earth. Yet the angels---only four of them---had turned off this gigantic engine. (Henry Morris, The Revelation Record, 126)

The eerie calm serves two purposes.  It captures the attention of the earth and allows time to consider their hopeless condition and it marks the Sovereign fulfillment of all that the prophets have spoken concerning the salvation of Israel.  

Sovereign Power over Unbelief  [2-3]

Revelation 7:2   2 And I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, having the seal of the living God; and he cried out with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea,
The seal:  The word describes a signet ring that a king might wear and use to seal official documents or to mark property.  It always carries with it the authority of the owner and guaranteed the security of the thing sealed.  We have a similar custom today when we seal envelopes or even medications.  If the seal is broken it is an immediate indication it has been tampered with. 

Revelation 7:3  “Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees until we put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God.”  

Judgment is on hold over the entire creation while God raises up a huge army of saved people to proclaim Christ to the inhabitants of the earth.  That in itself is not that amazing.  What is extraordinary is that they will be sealed in such a way that they cannot be harmed or silenced as the judgments of God continue.  
Revelation 14:1 1Then I looked, and there before me was the Lamb, standing on Mount Zion, and with him 144,000 who had his name and his Father's name written on their foreheads. 

The ownership of these men is now clearly known and their security has become the responsibility of the owner, God who will allow no harm to befall them. 

This is not the first time for to seal His people.  God has placed a particular mark on us as well to designate us as His property and to guarantee our delivery to Him without being tampered with or harmed.    

The Seal of The living God:  The term “living God occurs 15 times in the Old Testament and even more in the New. 
Deuteronomy 5:26 26 For what mortal man has ever heard the voice of the living God speaking out of fire, as we have, and survived?

The gods of this world are dead while ours is the living God who cannot be subjugated or ignored.  His voice cannot be silenced because these preachers will carry on them the authoritative mark and protection of the living God.  
Today God has sealed His redeemed and  designated us His property.  It is not a visible seal like it will be with these Jewish Believers, but it guarantees our transformation and our arrival in heaven regardless of the trials, circumstances and oppositions of this life.    

Ephesians 4:29-32    29Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 30And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. 32Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”

Christ has broken the hold of sin on your life.  You are to embrace that in faith.  Secondly, you and I are to yield our ideas and attitudes to Christ’s because God has made us able to yield.  REPEAT THIS POINT!
Dear brothers and sisters, please.  Do not be constantly at odds with what God commands.  Do not reserve the right to keep your own ideas about anger, hatred, un-forgiveness, stealing, laziness and unwholesome speech?  Instead why not,   “Be made new in the attitude of your minds!”  This is what it means to “put on Christ.”  His perfectly righteous life, has been applied to you.  It is your birthright.  To refuse it is a slap in the face at the Christ of the Cross.  

II Corinthians 5:21  21God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

Do you have a sense of being the possession of Christ?  We like the thought of being secure, but security with God includes possession by God.  When you become His possession, He drives the processes of transformation that leads to our changed life. Many believers lack security and meaning in their lives,  because they resist this simple truth;  To be saved by Christ is to be owned by Christ.  
They hold back time, money, forgiveness and service.  Ultimately anything that we prefer to Christ.  Being entirely owned by Jesus is the normal Christian experience in spite of all the noise to the contrary.  

Sovereign Power to Chose Israel  [4]

Revelation 7:4  4 And I heard the number of those who were sealed, one hundred and forty-four thousand sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel:

How will we know that there will be twelve thousand from each tribe?  Does anyone at all know what tribe of Israel they are from these days?  
The records of genealogy were lost in 70 AD when the Romans destroyed Jerusalem, but God did not lose His memory at that time.  He is perfectly able to keep track in His mind of who belongs to what tribe of Israel.  

Perhaps you have heard of the “10 lost tribes of Israel,” popularized by Herbert W. Armstrong.  The speculations run wild as to where these 10 lost tribes are and who they are today.  Some say they migrated to England and became the British people.  Others have equally bizarre theories.  The simple truth is that they have never been lost to God and they are still part of the Jewish people.   There tribal affiliations may be lost to them but they are known to God.  
Here is a brief history of the tribes of Israel: 

722 B.C.  Israel [The Ten Northern Tribes] was carried away into captivity by the Assyrians as a judgment for their wicked behavior and disbelief.  

701 BC Assyria’s army was smashed at Jerusalem by the Angel of the Lord

612 B.C. Nineveh [The Capitol of Assyria] fell to the Chaldeans [Babylonians] and the Medes.

605 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar conquers Jerusalem for the first time.    Jahoiakim was king 609-598. Daniel and his friends were taken in this FIRST DEPORTATION. 

597 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar conquers Jerusalem again. Jahoiachin was king then for 3 months during 598/597.  Ezekiel was taken in this SECOND DEPORTATION. 

586 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar conducts an 18-month siege [588-586] against Jerusalem. Zedakiah was king 597-586.  Many more were taken to Babylon in this THIRD DEPORTATION. 

536 B.C. The beginning of the restoration to Jerusalem.  The Seventy Years finally ends. 

The Ten Northern Kingdoms or the so-called “lost tribes” were in fact taken to Assyria which itself fell to Babylon in short order.  The tribes were undoubtedly carried away by Babylon as they were slaves and therefore plunder.  The ten tribes of the North preceded the two tribes of Judah into Babylonian exile by almost 100 years. 

In exile, in Babylon, Ezekiel spoke to both Israel and Judah.  They were certainly among those who returned in 536 to begin the restoration of Jerusalem and the land about.  

Ezekiel 9:9 Then He said to me, "The iniquity of the house of Israel and Judah is very, very great, and the land is filled with blood and the city is full of perversion; for they say, 'The LORD has forsaken the land, and the LORD does not see!'

In the NT James also addresses all 12 tribes when he writes. 

James 1:1 James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad: Greetings.
There are 19 tribal lists of Israel in the Bible and they all differ from one another is some way.  Here Dan and Ephraim are not included in the list.  Some possible reasons are: 
· Dan was the only tribe that never conquered its land. [Judges 1:34]

· Dan was the most unrepentant and idolatrous tribe of Israel. [Judges 18:14-31]

· God swore to blot out the name of idolaters from Israel [Deut. 29:18-26]

· Unrepentant Idolaters will be excluded from the New Jerusalem. [Rev. 22:15] 

· Ephriam was also guilty of idolatry [Hos. 4:17] and defected from the house of Judah [Isa. 7:17]

What is clear is that the Prophets of the Old Testament have always affirmed that God would turn Israel back to Himself and that she would embrace her Messiah as her king, her Lord and her God.  Micah speaks of how the nations will gather over oppressed Israel and gloat.  He tells how they will even smite the Messiah across the cheek, but God will do what no man can ever do.  He will rescue Israel by turning her heart back to Her King and Messiah.  Micah even tells where The Christ will be born and how He will gather Israel to Himself. 
Micah 4:10 - 5:4   10 "Writhe and labor to give birth, Daughter of Zion, Like a woman in childbirth; For now you will go out of the city, Dwell in the field, And go to Babylon. There you will be rescued; There the LORD will redeem you From the hand of your enemies.  11 "And now many nations have been assembled against you Who say, 'Let her be polluted, And let our eyes gloat over Zion.'  12 "But they do not know the thoughts of the LORD, And they do not understand His purpose; For He has gathered them like sheaves to the threshing floor.  13 "Arise and thresh, daughter of Zion, For your horn I will make iron And your hoofs I will make bronze, That you may pulverize many peoples, That you may devote to the LORD their unjust gain And their wealth to the Lord of all the earth.  NAU Micah 5:1 "Now muster yourselves in troops, daughter of troops; They have laid siege against us; With a rod they will smite the judge of Israel on the cheek.  2 "But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be among the clans of Judah, From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, From the days of eternity."  3 Therefore He will give them up until the time When she who is in labor has borne a child. Then the remainder of His brethren Will return to the sons of Israel.  4 And He will arise and shepherd His flock In the strength of the LORD, In the majesty of the name of the LORD His God. And they will remain, Because at that time He will be great To the ends of the earth.
CONCLUSION

These 144,000 are undeniably Jewish.  There is no legitimate reason to allegorize them or take them symbolically.  The tribes of Israel are not, nor have they ever been “lost.”  The prophets are liars if what they said does not come to pass.  

Malachi 3:16-18 17 "They will be Mine," says the LORD of hosts, "on the day that I prepare My own possession, and I will spare them as a man spares his own son who serves him."  

Malachi 4:1 "For behold, the day is coming, burning like a furnace; and all the arrogant and every evildoer will be chaff; and the day that is coming will set them ablaze," says the LORD of hosts, "so that it will leave them neither root nor branch."  2 "But for you who fear My name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings; and you will go forth and skip about like calves from the stall.  3 "You will tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day which I am preparing," says the LORD of hosts.  …..  5 "Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of the LORD.  6 "He will restore the hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their fathers, so that I will not come and smite the land with a curse."
But how, you ask, will God ever be able to persuade such a stubborn and unbelieving people to come to Christ?  .  In the same way He persuaded you and me. 
Zechariah 12:10     10 "And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son. 
Zechariah 13:1 1 "On that day a fountain will be opened to the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and impurity.

These Jewish witnesses will preach under the protection of God.  They will spread the message of the kingdom to Israel and she will repent as a nation.  Her own Messiah is about to redeem her as He promised.  May God grant us humility to understand the surpassing Grace of God to us and to Israel…..
Romans 11:25-36  25 For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery-- so that you will not be wise in your own estimation-- that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in;  26 and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, "THE DELIVERER WILL COME FROM ZION, HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB."  27 "THIS IS MY COVENANT WITH THEM, WHEN I TAKE AWAY THEIR SINS."  28 From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but from the standpoint of God's choice they are beloved for the sake of the fathers;  29 for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.  30 For just as you once were disobedient to God, but now have been shown mercy because of their disobedience,  31 so these also now have been disobedient, that because of the mercy shown to you they also may now be shown mercy.  32 For God has shut up all in disobedience so that He may show mercy to all.  33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways!  34 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, OR WHO BECAME HIS COUNSELOR?  35 Or WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO HIM THAT IT MIGHT BE PAID BACK TO HIM AGAIN?  36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.
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