The Sixth Seal----Devastation 
Revelation 6:12-17  
Introduction:  In case you missed it Friday…. the world ended again for the second time in 5 months.  Harold Camping assured us that he had done the math correctly back in May, but that God had withheld key information from him and only given it to him after the date had passed.  Harold’s failure to ever get this right was therefore  God’s fault for not giving Harold all the information he needed to do the calculations.  But God has given Harold the information required, but he refuses to believe God.  To the 12 Jesus said, 
Acts 1:7   "It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority;
The approach of October 21st went largely unnoticed this time, but once here the press and others had their moments of perfunctory mockery of the entire Christian doctrine of The Rapture and the subsequent coming of Christ to judge the world in wrath.  
On another note……there exists in our day a genre of movie we call “disaster films.”  In them, there is always some natural upheaval that threatens to destroy the earth and the people of it.  Earthquakes are popular themes, because there are so many of them.  Asteroids falling from heaven, rising oceans, extreme heat or bone chilling cold are all common topics.  In these films the disasters are often manmade, thus demonstrating humanity’s godlike power over creation and they are always solved by the godlike ingenuity, wisdom and power of mankind.   In these films mankind’s fate rises or falls on how he cares for or appeases the earth.  
The last 40 years has witnessed one other connected phenomenon.  The rise of a one world religion of Earth Worship.  Everything must be done for the earth.  Your water bottles are now a menace.  Grocery bags threaten the existence of life on this planet, as do your light bulbs, refrigerator, wood stove, lawn mower, charcoal lighter, deodorant, and of course your car and all things connected to it. 
Juxtaposed to all this religious arrogance and godless obsession with the earth, is our text this morning.  In it, Christ reveals to believers that God is going to destroy this present earth Himself,  because it has been totally defaced by Satan, his demons and wicked man.  Mankind, imagines that it can save the earth, but it will not.  In fact, God specifically says that mankind can neither destroy or save the earth.  

2 Peter 3:7  7 But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.   
You should not lose any sleep whatsoever over the saving of planet earth.  Any sane person would not pollute the water they need to drink or the air their children need to breath, but that is an entirely different issue.  That is just housekeeping on the planet.  God will be its final judge and destroyer, but He is also the redeemer and Savior of all those who turn to Him alone, through faithful trust in Him alone.  From the Throne Room of God John says……
Revelation 6:12-17  12 …..I looked when He broke the sixth seal, and there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth made of hair, and the whole moon became like blood;  13 and the stars of the sky fell to the earth, as a fig tree casts its unripe figs when shaken by a great wind.  14 The sky was split apart like a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and island were moved out of their places.  15 Then the kings of the earth and the great men and the commanders and the rich and the strong and every slave and free man hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains;  16 and they said to the mountains and to the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb;  17 for the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?"

The events of the sixth seal happen toward the end of the seven years of Tribulation.  The seals cover the entire period of the seven years and then come back to the trumpets and the bowls to cover them again.  Each time God reveals greater judgments and more specifics about them.  The Seventh Seal contains the Seven Trumpets and the Seventh Trumpet contains the Seven Final Bowls.  This is the literary way God has chosen to reveal the events rather than strictly chronological.  The chronology is filled in, for the most part, by the teaching of the prophets and The Lord Jesus.   Let’s look then at the Sixth Seal.  Jesus described it and gave us the general time frame within the Tribulation.  Daniel says that the Antichrist will desecrate the temple in the middle of the seven years.  [Dan. 9:27]
Matthew 24:15  15 "Therefore when you see the ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand),
It is after 3.5 years that the events of the Sixth Seal begin to unfold upon the creation.  Jesus describes them in Matthew. 

Matthew 24:29  29 "But immediately after the tribulation of those days THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED, AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND THE STARS WILL FALL from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.  

Four cataclysmic natural disasters are now directed toward the earth.  Unlike the movie scripts….man does not cause them….and he will be powerless to stop them. 
Destruction of the actual Planet
Revelation 6:12a  12 I looked when He broke the sixth seal, and there was a great earthquake;  
God will act without warning to shake the earth.  There is nothing more shocking than an earthquake.  Hurricanes come ashore and tornados appear on the horizon, but earthquakes strike with no warning whatsoever.  And they demand to be noticed.  The more severe the more insistent the demand.  This will not be the first time God has shaken the earth in order to announce judgment or for some reason demanded the attention of men.  

Exodus 19:18  18 Now Mount Sinai was all in smoke because the LORD descended upon it in fire; and its smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked violently.

Matthew 27:50-51  50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit.  51 And behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth shook and the rocks were split.

Matthew 28:1-2  Now after the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to look at the grave.  2 And behold, a severe earthquake had occurred, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it.

Acts 16:26  26 and suddenly there came a great earthquake,  so that the foundations of the prison house were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone's chains were unfastened.

Men erect great buildings and bridges by digging down deep into the earth to fasten them there.  When men are afraid on the sea or in the air,  they just want to get on solid ground. When God gave His law He shook the earth.  When He gave His Son He shook the Earth. When He defeated death He shook the earth and when He mocked the powers of human rulers He shook the earth and in the final day of destruction He will shake the earth….literally to the ground. 
Revelation 16:18-20  18 And there were flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder; and there was a great earthquake such as there had not been since man came to be upon the earth, so great an earthquake was it, and so mighty.  19 The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. Babylon the great was remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of His fierce wrath.  20 And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found.

Devastation of the Sun and Moon’s light
Revelation 6:12b  12 I looked …… and the sun became black as sackcloth made of hair, and the whole moon became like blood;

There is a very clear connection between earthquakes and volcanic eruptions.  Scientist use earthquake data around volcanoes to determine the likelihood of their eruptions.  One eruption can do a huge amount of damage to large portions of the earth.  Here are just two reports on two volcanoes.  
“The eruption of the volcano at Krakatoa in the Pacific Ocean in 1883 blew apart the entire island of Krakatoa.  The resulting tsunami killed almost 40,000 people on other islands in the vicinity. 

The area near Krakatoa was enveloped in a strange darkness, as dust and particles blasted into the atmosphere blocked sunlight. And as winds in the upper atmosphere carried the dust great distances, people on the other side of the world began to notice strange vivid red sunsets that continued for nearly three years.” 

Perhaps you have watched the moon rise through a smoky haze or seen the sun obscured by smog or smoke?  The effects of an eruption are infinitely greater.  In 1783 the Laki Volcano in Iceland erupted with similar effects.   

“Laki produced about 14 cubic kilometers of basalt (thin, black, fluid lava) during more than eight months of activity. It also produced an ash cloud that reached up into the stratosphere causing a dense haze across Europe that dimmed the sun, perhaps as far west as Siberia. In addition to ash, the eruptive cloud consisted primarily of vast quantities of sulfur dioxide (SO2), hydrogen chloride (HCl), and hydrogen fluoride gases (HF). The gases combined with water in the atmosphere to produce acid rain, destroying crops and killing livestock. The effects, of course, were most severe in Iceland; ultimately, more than 75 percent of Iceland’s livestock and 25 percent of its human population died from famine or the toxic impact of the Laki eruption clouds.” 
The sixth seal is God’s ultimate demand for the attention and the repentance of mankind.  He is literally removing their life support systems and yet, even after absorbing God’s full wrath and calls for repentance,  most remain absolutely defiant to the end.  

Revelation 16:11  11 and they blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores; but they did not repent of their deeds.
Demolition caused by falling stars

Revelation 6:13  13 and the stars of the sky fell to the earth, as a fig tree casts its unripe figs when shaken by a great wind.
The destruction from below the earth’s surface is now joined by one from above it.  The Greek word for “star” is aster, from which we get our word asteroid.  In Greek it refers to anything that is not the sun or the moon.  Falling stars or shooting stars are not really stars, but meteors hitting the earth.  
Asteroids exist already in huge numbers.  They are larger than meteors and more like miniature planets of half a mile to even 100 miles in diameter.  The much speculated and feared destruction of the earth by a giant asteroid is not all that far fetched when we see that God intends to use them in the future to judge the unrepentant earth.  John watches as the fifth seal is opened and a shower of asteroids falls upon the surface of the earth.  The sheer numbers of them, will be similar to a fierce wind storm stripping the fruit from every tree in its path. 

Defiance of the known Laws of Physics
Revelation 6:14   14 The sky was split apart like a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and island were moved out of their places.

This is not the final destruction of this creation, but is intended to strike terror into the hearts of men.  Until men and women understand the hopelessness of their condition they simply will not turn to God in repentance and prayer.  

Remember that although this text is early on in the book of Revelation it describes God’s dealings with men toward the very end of the Tribulation.  He has allowed them to have their bogus  global government and peace, but that has been followed by very real war, famine, death and the judgment of the afterlife.  During these initial judgments many have awakened to faith and eternal life.  Most, however have dug in their heels and hearts against God and Christ the conquering king.   Spectacular signs in heaven are now given by God.  Things so extraordinary that they defy description by the author and therefore will confound men’s best efforts to attribute them to something other than God Himself.  Jesus told His disciples about them:
Luke 21:11   11 and there will be great earthquakes, and in various places plagues and famines; and there will be terrors and great signs from heaven. 
Isaiah spoke of them as well and used them to warn the nations and peoples of the earth of God’s indignation over their wicked, evil and violent ways.   
Isaiah 34:1-4  Draw near, O nations, to hear; and listen, O peoples! Let the earth and all it contains hear, and the world and all that springs from it.  2 For the LORD'S indignation is against all the nations, And His wrath against all their armies; He has utterly destroyed them, He has given them over to slaughter.  3 So their slain will be thrown out, And their corpses will give off their stench, And the mountains will be drenched with their blood.  4 And all the host of heaven will wear away, And the sky will be rolled up like a scroll; All their hosts will also wither away As a leaf withers from the vine, Or as one withers from the fig tree.

The point here is to roll back the laws of physics.  To defy what man so confidently affirms.  This cannot happen to the sky or the earth and yet it does.  God’s sovereignty over His own creation reveals Him in His Glory to the inhabitants of the earth.  

The Sky was split apart like a scroll and rolled up:  If you imagine the sky as a giant scroll that has been rolled out flat above your head, then John describes seeing it torn apart in the middle and each half rolling over to either side.  Sort of like letting a roll-up shade retract by letting go of the cord.  If you say, what is there when it retracts?....I will tell you that I do not know.  Perhaps it will not matter, because it may be one of the last sights the defiantly wicked will ever see.
Every mountain and island were moved out of their places:  The earthquake, the eruptions, the meteor onslaught and whatever catastrophe happens to the sky, all combine to change definitively the geography of the earth.  The Sierra Nevada’s and the Rockies and Mount Everest and Pikes peak will be moved out of their place…..along with Hawaii, Greenland, New Guinea and Guam. 
The seventh bowl, toward the very end of the book, describe what is probably the same event, but in more detail.  

Revelation 16:18-20  18 And there were flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder; and there was a great earthquake,  such as there had not been since man came to be upon the earth, so great an earthquake was it, and so mighty.  19 The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. Babylon the great was remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of His fierce wrath.  20 And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. 
CONCLUSION

There are dozens of reason why men should fear God today, but they simply do not.  There is death on a daily basis.  There is war and disease.  There is financial ruin and poverty.  There are natural disasters everywhere.  

But men are distracted.  They feel self-sufficient and self-contained.  They do not think that their life was a gift from a creator, but rather a random act of a mindless universe.  They believe that they hold the ultimate power over the earth, their air and their water.  Their false religions and bogus science teach them that they are masters of their own destiny and fate.  They must save the earth, because the earth is all they have and they infinitely prefer her to the Living God who created her.  

Romans 1:25   25 For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.
By opening the sixth seal, Christ intends to shake mankind’s arrogant confidence in himself.  But mankind, knowing full well who is driving these calamities,  responds the way the vast majority of men and women respond every day as they go to the grave.   They prefer death to submission.  They choose hell over heaven and they certainly worship the earth as god rather than Christ the rightful King.  And so……

Revelation 6:15-17  15 …… the kings of the earth and the great men and the commanders and the rich and the strong and every slave and free man hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains;  16 and they said to the mountains and to the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb;  17 for the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?"
Why would you prefer the earth to God?  Why would you trust the world and its empty promises of security, safety, satisfaction and self-sufficiency?   Why do you remain ignorant of God’s solutions to your besetting sins and anxieties?  
Why would you doubt the sufficiency of Christ saying things like,  “ I need something more than just trust in Christ and His Word. That is the same as saying, “Only something from this world will be enough….More money, a better job, a nicer husband or wife, more obedient children, a better home, a better medical plan, better health, more time off, a newer car.”   If you can hear anything this morning hear this…. Christ is enough for you.  The world will never accept that, but His own children should.  Chose Christ over the world now….today.  God tells us the reason He created both The world and the Word.  The world will pass away, but the Word and those who do it live forever.  
· The world was given to reveal God to you.  
BUT

· The Word was given to restore you to God
Psalm 19:1-14  The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands.  2 Day to day pours forth speech, And night to night reveals knowledge.  3 There is no speech, nor are there words; Their voice is not heard.  4 Their line has gone out through all the earth, And their utterances to the end of the world. In them He has placed a tent for the sun,  5 Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber; It rejoices as a strong man to run his course.  6 Its rising is from one end of the heavens, And its circuit to the other end of them; And there is nothing hidden from its heat.  7 The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul; The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.  8 The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.  9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the LORD are true; they are righteous altogether.  10 They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb.  11 Moreover, by them Your servant is warned; In keeping them there is great reward.  12 Who can discern his errors? Acquit me of hidden faults.  13 Also keep back Your servant from presumptuous sins; Let them not rule over me; Then I will be blameless, And I shall be acquitted of great transgression.  14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my rock and my Redeemer.
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