The Fifth Seal—Salvation in the Tribulation
Revelation 6:9-11  

Revelation 6:9-11  9 When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God, and because of the testimony which they had maintained;  10 and they cried out with a loud voice, saying, "How long, O Lord, holy and true, will You refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?"  11 And there was given to each of them a white robe; and they were told that they should rest for a little while longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brethren who were to be killed even as they had been, would be completed also.  
Introduction:  The presence of saints in the Tribulation is puzzling.  Where did they come from?  We are saints…so is this the church?  Is it just symbolic and they are really not there at all?  
Let’s take the last question first.  Is this just symbolic?  There is nothing in this text that requires that conclusion.  John has been taken into heaven to be in the throne room of God and from this vantage point God is showing him the fulfillment of all that the prophets have predicted.  All those who read, along with John, defy the confines of time and chronology as they do.  The outcome of the prophets is a completed outcome for God.  Men must wait for time to unfold….unless God lets us see it unfold.  The prophets spoke of things that would come to pass….Revelation lets us see them come to pass.  
Deuteronomy 18:20-22   20 'But the prophet who speaks a word presumptuously in My name which I have not commanded him to speak, or which he speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall die.'  21 "You may say in your heart, 'How will we know the word which the LORD has not spoken?'  22 "When a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the thing does not come about or come true, that is the thing which the LORD has not spoken. The prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.
The prophets spoke of the first coming of Christ with devastating and irrefutable clarity. There was nothing symbolic about the place of His birth, the time of His birth, the manner of His conception, His miracles, His mission, His humanity, His deity, His betrayal, His abandonment, His crucifixion or His resurrection.  The prophets had spoken it.  Had they spoken falsely they would have been evil.  Daniel would be a false prophet when he prophesied the exact time of Christ’s coming.  
Daniel 9:25-26   25 "So you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; it will be built again, with plaza and moat, even in times of distress.  26 "Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut off and have nothing.
Are Daniel and the other Old Testament prophets now suddenly not to be believed when they speak of the actual literal events that will follow the resurrection of Christ?  Speaking of the Antichrist and his desired destruction of Israel, Daniel also says…..

Daniel 9:26-27  the people of the prince who is to come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. And its end will come with a flood; even to the end there will be war; desolations are determined.  27 "And he will make a firm covenant with the many for one week, but in the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of abominations will come one who makes desolate, even until a complete destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one who makes desolate."

Jesus believed Daniel and quoted him when asked about the final days of mankind before His coming in power and Sovereign rule. 

Matthew 24:15  15 "Therefore when you see the ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand),

The second coming of Christ and the events surrounding it are as literal as those surrounding His first coming.  There is no logical or biblical reason to think otherwise. So let’s open our Bibles and find out who these believers are and where they will come from in the Tribulation.   

The Fifth Seal:  The Souls under the Altar. 

Revelation 6:9 9When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God and the testimony they had maintained. 

Unlike the previous four, the fifth seal is not announced and nothing is called for.   There is only a startling and sober vision of countless souls under the altar. 
Why are they here? Because they have been murdered or slain. This is the same word used to describe the Lamb in Rev. 5:6.  They were killed…… because of the Word of God and the testimony they had maintained.   
Not for possessing written copies of the Bible.  The Word of God is equated with God over and over in the Scripture.  This is why it is under constant attack by unbelievers who object to its clear revelation of God.  Even more tragically…. the church itself does not want to bow before it.  Preferring to declare it difficult, unclear, ancient, allegorical or totally symbolic.  But God’s Word is the written declaration to a fallen world of who He is and what He demands.  
John 1:14 14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

These people died directly because of Jesus.  More specifically, they died because of the testimony they had maintained.  The noun form of the word “testimony” appears in Acts 1:8 where Jesus told His disciples, “you will be my witnesses.”  Both are a form of the word marturios [s], from which we get our English word “martyr.”  The word means “a witness” or “a testimony,” but we can easily see how it came to have the English meaning we are familiar with today.  These men and women, died because they loved Jesus Christ and testified that He and His Word are real, true and binding on all creation. 
Where exactly are they?  They are beneath the altar which is spoken of as if the readers should know of it.  John calls it “the altar.”  Revelation 5:8 describes, golden bowls full of incense said to represent the prayers of the saints while Exodus 40:5 describes the altar of incense in the Tabernacle that was maintained with a continual burning of the incense representing the continual prayers of God’s  people.  Listen to the Psalmist explain: 
Psalm 141:2 2 May my prayer be set before you like incense;  may the lifting up of my hands be like the evening sacrifice

Luke 1:8-9   8Once when Zechariah's division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, 9he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers were praying outside.
What are they doing here?   They are praying.  When men and women cry out to God that is called praying.  Prayer is not a religious activity.  It is a human activity in which mere men are allowed, encouraged and even commanded to speak to God in praise, worship, and need.   These are asking Him for answers.   
Revelation 6:10  10 ……….."How long, O Lord, holy and true, will You refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?"

How are they dressed?  Each one has a white robe. White brings to mind purity and a robe is for covering, protection and comfort.  God clothes His people in white.  

Revelation 3:5  5He who overcomes will, like them, be dressed in white. I will never blot out his name from the book of life, but will acknowledge his name before my Father and his angels. 

Revelation 7:9  9After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands.
Who are they?  With the Church safely in heaven around the throne, the identity of these people is limited.  They are not the Old Testament saints because they are slain for the testimony of Jesus. [something the OT saints did not do,  even though they believed in Messiah]  

They are the countless ones who will come to believe in Christ after the church is taken out of the world.  They are sometime referred to as “Tribulation Saints.”  There number is not complete when John sees them [it is early in the Tribulation], but they are in heaven and they are praying and they are waiting for God to avenge them.  They have died because they trusted Christ and the Scripture.  Jesus described the tribulation situation that would bring this to pass to His disciples. Turn to Matthew 24 with me……
Matthew 24:1-2 Jesus came out from the temple and was going away when His disciples came up to point out the temple buildings to Him.  2 And He said to them, "Do you not see all these things? Truly I say to you, not one stone here will be left upon another, which will not be torn down."  
The disciples respond with a question regarding the Lord’s coming and the end of the age.  
Matthew 24:3 3 As He was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, "Tell us, when will these things happen, and what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?"

They are not asking about the rapture.  That was unknown to men until Paul revealed it in Corinthians,  He called it a “mystery” meaning   something previously unknown. 
1 Corinthians 15:51-52   51 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed,  52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.
The disciples do not know about the church.  They do not understand that Jesus will die and return.  By “His coming” they mean His reign.  The word literally means “His Presence”  which does not describe the rapture at all.  The church will be in His presence at the rapture, but He will not be present on His throne on earth. 
The disciple’s question is therefore about signs that precede Christ’s  kingdom.  They are asking when Jesus will bring to a close the age they are in, so that the reign of Messiah will begin.  Daniel had been told that the age had a specific timetable.  The disciples wanted to know if the destruction of the temple fit in with the end of the age Daniel had foretold.  That is why Jesus even quotes Daniel as a credible source. 
They asked about the end of the age they were in.  A historical, grammatical and literal interpretation will not allow us to read this as “church age.”  It is the age in which they lived and with which Israel alone was concerned.  It has to do with the 490 years of Daniel Chapter Nine, and its fulfillment with Messiah ruling as king.
The descriptions in Matthew 24 are descriptions of the last seven years of Daniel’s prophecy.  God sealed up Daniel’s vision, but Jesus unsealed it in the book of Revelation. In fact God told John to make sure that it never got sealed up again. 

Revelation 22:10 And he said to me, "Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near.
Jesus was speaking of Daniel’s tribulation and the events that would take place in it when He said…..
Matthew 24:4-8  …..“Watch out that no one deceives you. 5For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many. 6You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 7Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against Kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8All these are the beginning of birth pains.
Daniel, like Jesus, divides the final “seven years” into two halves marked by a particular event called the “abomination that causes desolation.”  It is the desecration of the temple by an unclean sacrifice and it takes place in the middle of the tribulation.
Daniel 9:27 He [Antichrist] will confirm a covenant with many for one 'seven.' In the middle of the 'seven' he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing of the temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him.   

Godless men, under a despotic ruler, in the midst of war and famine, will unleash a persecution on Israel in one last final attempt to destroy her.  She has been the object of the world’s hatred throughout history.  No nation has ever been so universally hated.  Jesus said to them….. 

Matthew 24:9-15 9“Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. [Israel has never been hated because of Christ.  It is her faithful who begin to call upon Him in the Tribulation]  10At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 11and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people…... 15“So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes desolation,’ spoken of through the prophet Daniel–let the reader understand–

The Tribulation serves to destroy the enemies of God, but also to bring many in Israel to her Messiah.  The latter is something the Prophets promised again and again. 
1 Samuel 12:22   22 "For the LORD will not abandon His people on account of His great name, because the LORD has been pleased to make you a people for Himself.

Jeremiah 31:37   Thus says the LORD, "If the heavens above can be measured And the foundations of the earth searched out below, Then I will also cast off all the offspring of Israel For all that they have done," declares the LORD.  
Jeremiah 33:25-26  25 Thus says the LORD: If I have not established my covenant with day and night and the fixed order of heaven and earth,  26 then I will reject the offspring of Jacob and David my servant and will not choose one of his offspring to rule over the offspring of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. For I will restore their fortunes and will have mercy on them."  
Romans 11:1-2  I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He? May it never be! For I too am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.  2 God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew.
SO….WHO ARE THE SAINTS UNDER THE ALTAR?  Many of these will be Jewish.  Countless others will be Gentile.  Although the harvester’s sickle is plunged into the whitened fields, many will still be gathered into the storehouse while the rest are burned up with unquenchable fire. 

How long must they wait there?  A “little while longer” for justice and vengeance.   

Revelation 6:11  11 And there was given to each of them a white robe; and they were told that they should rest for a little while longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brethren who were to be killed even as they had been, would be completed also.
What should they do while they wait? Jesus is the one responding to their cry for justice.  Perhaps you too have felt that God does not hear your loud cries for justice, but be assured that God does have a timetable set in place to bring about justice to the oppressed.  While they are waiting for God’s justice and vengeance Jesus tells them “to rest.” 

John MacArthur says, “This is not a rebuke for impatience, since impatience is a sin and perfected people in heaven do not sin.  Rather, it is an invitation to stop the cry for vengeance and to continue to enjoy the bliss of heavenly rest until God’s time for wrath arrives.” 
Jesus calls us also…. “to rest” in the midst of an evil and malicious world.  
Your rest in the face of evil is more a sign of faith than your indignation will ever be.  
Because, rest takes the Words of Christ to be true…..It believes the Words of the Prophecy of This Book.  

Revelation 1:3  3 Blessed [happy] is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; for the time is near.

Time for what?  Justice, vengeance, redemption of the earth, destruction of all evil, all sin, all suffering, all death and the eternal presence of Christ forever. 
CONCLUSION:  Christ is coming to right all evil and wrong.  Every man of every age should strain to listen to these words.  The world and those in it have never been closer to this time than right now.  God does avenge injustice and there is only a limited amount of time for the wicked to escape His judgment.  
For the righteous this is a source of unspeakable joy, for God has created us to long for justice. 

For the wicked it is a solemn warning of impending doom.  No matter how one imagines that they will escape God’s scrutiny in this world, they will certainly give a full accounting of every sin in this coming day.  If you have never come to Christ alone for salvation, do so today.  There is only “ a little while” that remains before things are set right by the Righteous King of the Universe. 

You cannot right yourself.  You cannot undo your sin.  You can only come and be washed by Christ at His Cross…

Titus 3:4-6  4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared,  5 he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,  6 whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,  
Believers….are spending your days and nights crying out for some sort of righting of the wrongs in your life, your circumstances, injustice and malice at the hands of others,  or hated for no discernable cause.  Are you not being forgiven or loved, or cared for or protected?  
If these things vex men and women under the altar in heaven, how intensely do they exasperate and anger us on earth today.  There is a word in this Scripture from your Savior to you as well….”I Rule!.....You May Rest”  
2500 years ago the prophet Isaiah gave us one of God’s countless descriptions of Christ’s just reign.  What we have looked at today is The Lord’s personal promise that every word of the prophet would be fulfilled when he said…..
Isaiah 11:1 ……a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, And a branch from his roots will bear fruit.  2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him, The spirit of wisdom and understanding, The spirit of counsel and strength, The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.  3 And He will delight in the fear of the LORD, And He will not judge by what His eyes see, Nor make a decision by what His ears hear;  4 But with righteousness He will judge the poor, And decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth; And He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, And with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked.  5 Also righteousness will be the belt about His loins, And faithfulness the belt about His waist…….

……..For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD As the waters cover the sea.  10 In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples- of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.  11 In that day the Lord will extend his hand yet a second time to recover the remnant that remains of his people, from Assyria, from Egypt, from Pathros, from Cush, from Elam, from Shinar, from Hamath, and from the coastlands of the sea.  12 He will raise a signal for the nations and will assemble the banished of Israel, and gather the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth……

……Isaiah 12:1 You will say in that day:"I will give thanks to you, O LORD, for though you were angry with me, your anger turned away, that you might comfort me.  2 "Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid; for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation."  3 With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.  4 And you will say in that day: "Give thanks to the LORD, call upon his name, make known his deeds among the peoples, proclaim that his name is exalted.  5 "Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; let this be made known in all the earth.  6 Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel."
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