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Colossians 4:7-18   7 As to all my affairs, Tychicus, our beloved brother and faithful servant and fellow bond-servant in the Lord, will bring you information.  8 For I have sent him to you for this very purpose, that you may know about our circumstances and that he may encourage your hearts;  9 and with him Onesimus, our faithful and beloved brother, who is one of your number. They will inform you about the whole situation here.  

10 Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner, sends you his greetings; and also Barnabas's cousin Mark (about whom you received instructions; if he comes to you, welcome him);  11 and also Jesus who is called Justus; these are the only fellow workers for the kingdom of God who are from the circumcision, and they have proved to be an encouragement to me.  

12 Epaphras, who is one of your number, a bondslave of Jesus Christ, sends you his greetings, always laboring earnestly for you in his prayers, that you may stand perfect and fully assured in all the will of God.  13 For I testify for him that he has a deep concern for you and for those who are in Laodicea and Hierapolis.  14 Luke, the beloved physician, sends you his greetings, and also Demas.  15 Greet the brethren who are in Laodicea and also Nympha and the church that is in her house.  16 When this letter is read among you, have it also read in the church of the Laodiceans; and you, for your part read my letter that is coming from Laodicea.  17 Say to Archippus, "Take heed to the ministry which you have received in the Lord, that you may fulfill it."  18 I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. Remember my imprisonment. Grace be with you.
Introduction:  Paul ends this letter by revealing an easily forgotten truth about your Christian life. Your life in Christ is not institutional.  It is not defined by where you sit for 90 minutes a week or where you hold a membership.  It is about our union with God through Christ and its earthly fruit. BUT, neither is it individual and to be lived in seclusion from the rest of Christ’s Church.  We are a living body.   

If we say “we know,” then how do we know?  Do we give mental assent, or is it an abiding and internal reality, with us that; believers are bound to Christ by spiritual union and not by four walls or even by precise doctrine.  

If this is true, and it is, then we are also bound to one another by spiritual union with Christ.  We share the DNA, the family tree and the family fortune equally because God brings all His children into the family on an equal footing.  All fully His.  I do not believe that most Christians give this much thought.  If we do, we will realize that we have a responsibility not to isolate ourselves from one another.  
The implications are fare ranging.  Satan works tirelessly to alienate everyone in this world from God first, and then from one another.  This is why the family is in shambles in our day.  This is why spiritual intimacy and Christlike love are gone out of so many marriages.  Why parents and children are estranged.  We are under siege and we do not even know it.  We are running on fumes but we will not get off the freeway long enough to refuel.   
My desire today is that we will allow the Spirit to reveal to us, why He placed these paragraphs into the Scripture.  If they have no value in exalting Christ then why bother with them?  If they reveal nothing about the glory of God in His people then let us erase them and be done with it.  But, The Spirit has revealed to us that every Word of Scripture is breathed out of the mind and heart of God.  
2 Timothy 3:16-17   16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness;  17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.
I want to show you four truths about your spiritual life in the inner man.  We sometimes call it the heart.  It is the recess of your being that only you and God are fully aware of.  Out of it, however flows virtually everything that impacts your life. 
Matthew 15:18   18 "But the things that proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and those defile the man.
· God grants encouragement by means of our brothers and sisters.   [7-9]
· God grants forgiveness and restoration and so should we [10-11]

· God grants spiritual peace through the prayers of our brothers and sisters [12-13]
· God grants strength to live through the words of our brothers and sisters [14-18]
God  grants encouragement by means of our brothers and sisters.  [7-9]
Colossians 4:7-9   7 As to all my affairs, Tychicus, our beloved brother and faithful servant and fellow bond-servant in the Lord, will bring you information.  8 For I have sent him to you for this very purpose, that you may know about our circumstances and that he may encourage your hearts;  9 and with him Onesimus, our faithful and beloved brother, who is one of your number. They will inform you about the whole situation here.

As to all my affairs: Paul thought it was important that his brothers and sisters in the Lord knew his affairs.  In our day we think pretty much the opposite.  We hide illness, affliction, depression, family trouble…..because the church has by and large lost its vision of Christ as the gracious Savior of sinners.  Paul thought of himself as the chief of sinners and said so publicly.  He knew that there were people, like we have in our day who equate difficult circumstances or health with some sort of judgment from God and they either condemn it or distance themselves from it or both.  
2 Timothy 1:8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of me His prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel according to the power of God,
2 Timothy 1:16 The Lord grant mercy to the house of Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me and was not ashamed of my chains;
Tychicus, our beloved brother and faithful servant and fellow bond-servant in the Lord, will bring you information:  Paul has sent his letter to instruct, but he sends Tychicus to open for them a detailed window on his life [all my affairs]   What God shows us here should interest us greatly. He reveals that, while God is at work in your life [your little secret], He is also at work in mine.  What He is bringing into my life is important to you and what happens to you is vital to me.  God has a family at His table and He speaks and deals with us in the family.  
Why is this important to know?  Because we are not “only children.”  The need and affliction of one child in the family should be known and prayed for by all.  We have a part in one another’s lives.  We may approach our father in heaven on behalf of our brother or sister on earth. Then the love and provision that the father showers on one child is to be known and seen by all.  ILL:  Have you ever prayed for a loved one and had God spare their lives or heal them?  This is the joy that is intended to be in the body of Christ. 
1 Corinthians 12:24-27  God has so composed the body, giving more abundant honor to that member which lacked,  25 so that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another.  26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.  27 Now you are Christ's body, and individually members of it.
I have sent him to you for this very purpose, that you may know about our circumstances: When I hide my need, grief, worry stress, anxiety, health and family needs from you, then I am the only one that will benefit by Christ’s surpassing mercy in caring for me and sustaining me.  This is wrong.  It is not how Christ has designed for His children to live. 
He may encourage your hearts:   At the heart of the word “encourage” is the touch of another human being.  Encouragement is best done up close.  The word means “called along side.”   This is what the Spirit does so well because He indwells us and also is everywhere present, but here is a startling revelation;  God uses His people to encourage His people.  We are earthly and human.  We have ears that are designed to hear a human voice.  We have eyes that can see a human face and hands that can feel a human touch.  God, to be sure is our source of encouragement, but you….Yes You!  You are the means He chooses and intends to use.  Paul knew that his letter would not suffice.  He sent Tychicus for that purpose
God grants forgiveness and restoration and so should we [10-11]
Colossians 4:10-11   10 Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner, sends you his greetings; and also Barnabas's cousin Mark (about whom you received instructions; if he comes to you, welcome him);  11 and also Jesus who is called Justus; these are the only fellow workers for the kingdom of God who are from the circumcision, and they have proved to be an encouragement to me.

Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner, sends you his greetings; and also Barnabas's cousin Mark (about whom you received instructions; if he comes to you, welcome him):  Aristarchus was a Greek from Thessalonica.  He was dragged through the streets of Ephesus with Gaius after Paul’s preaching started a riot there.   He has finally gotten himself thrown into prison because he was with Paul.  Paul wants the Colossians to know that.  He sends them Greetings from jail.  He has been a faithful servant of Christ….but there is another guy there with Paul….who has not been so faithful.  In fact, he was a wimp and a coward and  had caused the first known church split.  His name was Mark. 
Acts 15:37-40   37 Barnabas wanted to take John, called Mark, along with them also.  38 But Paul kept insisting that they should not take him along who had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not gone with them to the work.  39 And there occurred such a sharp disagreement that they separated from one another, and Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus.  40 But Paul chose Silas and left, being committed by the brethren to the grace of the Lord.
But there has been growth.  There has been encouragement and strengthening, because God works in the lives of His children to bring them to Christlikeness.  Be careful not to harden your hearts against Christians who have failed you.  The Apostle….Paul was unable to jeopardize the preaching of the gospel, but knew that there is forgiveness and restoration in Christ.  “If Mark shows up,”  he says, “welcome him!”  At the very end of his life Paul would write this to Timothy….
2 Timothy 4:11  11 Only Luke is with me. Pick up Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to me for service.

They have proved to be an encouragement to me:  There is more to the gospel than preaching.  There is more to the church than the services and more to the missionary vision than results.  God is at work in His people.  Great men need to be encouraged to. Repentant men can do that as well as those who have been stalwarts. People who are totally different from us [Greek gentiles in Paul’s case] can do it as well as our own kin [Jewish believers in this case] 

Has anyone ever been an encouragement to you?  Have come to your side with tenderness, bringing peace and love?  Has God ever encouraged you by letting you watch someone be sustained in affliction.  After Abby was born a lady we knew said, “I have feared having a child like Abby all my life, but when I saw her with you, God removed all those fears.”  God has called us to live our lives before one another.  We do not know what the results will be but we can say that it is vital, not optional that we should be known to our brothers and sisters in the body of Christ. 
Have you ever asked God to help you be an encouragement to someone?  I suggest you start small.  Will you make a commitment to God to spend some time other than Sunday, with someone in our church in the next two weeks?  I know you are busy and this will put you out, but we cannot be known to one another just by the back or side of our heads.  God intends us to be the source of encouragement to one another.  You will no doubt have to give something up to do this.  You will have to take an extra hour to meet someone for lunch or give up your movie night to have someone over for dinner.  When you do this though you are exalting Christ by being the means He uses to breath courage and peace into His other children.  If you decide to do this, then please tell me so I can pray for you.   
God grants spiritual peace through the prayers of our brothers and sisters [12-13]
Colossians 4:12-13  12 Epaphras, who is one of your number, a bondslave of Jesus Christ, sends you his greetings, always laboring earnestly for you in his prayers, that you may stand perfect and fully assured in all the will of God.  13 For I testify for him that he has a deep concern for you and for those who are in Laodicea and Hierapolis.

Epaphras, who is one of your number:  This was a brother from Colossi who was now so joined to the preaching of the Cross that he was also in prison with Paul and Aristarchus.  He might have been nothing more than a kid who grew up in the church or a day laborer who heard the gospel and was saved.  The point is, he is a part of that body Paul described to the Corinthians….remember?  “God has so ordered the body.”
Epaphras is always laboring earnestly for you in his prayers:  He is not even in Colossi, but the inspired Word of God tells them that he is “always laboring earnestly for you.”   “Laboring” is different from regular work.  This is the work of an athlete who is determined to get the gold.  We actually get the word agonize from it…like an athlete who runs 20 miles a day for 4 years training for one, brief competition.  Why would they do it….for the prize.
If you have a child or a brother or sister and I told you that you could do something to bring them health and wealth and joy, would you be inclined to do that?   For a family member you might agree without even asking what it way.  
Epaphras trained for his brothers and sisters because they had all been redeemed from the same slave market by the same master.  They had all been saved from the penalty of their sins by the same Savior and they had all been adopted as children by the same gracious father.  Here is the prize for which Epaphras trained.  
That you may stand perfect:  To stand is the opposite of “to fall.”  If you build a house you want it to stand.  If you raise a child you want them to stand and not fall.  “Perfect” does not mean without sin, but complete.  Like a house that finally has its final.  It might not be perfect but it is complete.  It has all its parts.  
And fully assured in all the will of God: This describes filling someone up with conviction and certainty that allows them to rest in the will of God…..whatever it may be.  This is not the drivel that passes for prayer in our day,  that address only the outward symptoms.  It is a prayer that we will know Christ’s love and care for us.  So that no matter what comes into our lives we are fully assured of His goodness.  Do you know why you should pray this for one another?  Because it can never, ever happen in this world through circumstances.  

Once you get the money you pray for, then you need to worry about what will happen when that runs out.  Once you get the job you wanted then you must worry about when you will lose it.  Once you get well, then you must wonder when you will get sick again.  What we need….and what Epaphras competed in prayer for, was full assurance of God’s love for and presence with us in every circumstance.  

Do you have concerns for the members of the body of Christ?  Let me give you a Christ Exalting reason to pray for this:  It is Christ’s body we are praying for.  It is the Bride of our dearest friend.  To love it is to love what Christ loves.  To ignore it is to ignore what Christ has laid down His life for.  Christ is exalted and made glorious on the earth by His people.  His power to breath courage into hopeless men is seen in His people.  His ability to sustain the weakest in their trials is seen in His people.  When we pray this way for one another we pray for Christ to be gloriously exalted in His Church.  
Ephesians 1:18-19  18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,  19 and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe.

God grants the strength to live by the spreading of His Word.  [14-18]
Colossians 4:14-18  14 Luke, the beloved physician, sends you his greetings, and also Demas.  15 Greet the brethren who are in Laodicea and also Nympha and the church that is in her house.  16 When this letter is read among you, have it also read in the church of the Laodiceans; and you, for your part read my letter that is coming from Laodicea.  17 Say to Archippus, "Take heed to the ministry which you have received in the Lord, that you may fulfill it."  18 I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. Remember my imprisonment. Grace be with you.
When this letter is read among you, have it also read in the church of the Laodiceans; and you, for your part read my letter that is coming from Laodicea:  Why?  Because it is the Word of God.  The letter from Laodicea is thought to be the book of Ephesians, because many of the most ancient manuscripts omit “in Ephesus” in 1:1 and just say “to the saints.”   Ephesus was the first place any letter would have been delivered in Asia, being a port city.  The road leading north from there made a circle route the passed through all the cities mentioned by Jesus in Revelation and ending in Laodicea.   Colossae was only about 10 miles from Laodicea.  
Revelation 1:11  "Write in a book what you see, and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea."

Remember my imprisonment:  This is who he is at this moment. It is the trial that God has sent upon him.  He wants them to know that God is with him in his trials.  He has given Paul companions who have encouraged him.  Through them God has sustained him in sickness.  But you are probably saying,   “Well, I am no apostle Paul!”  What Paul knew is this:  God takes regular folk…. and He saves them by grace and puts them together in His church.  He has loved us individually to be certain, but He loves His Church.  A father loves his children one by one but, he loves his family.   

At the beginning of this passage Paul made this strange statement about Tychicus:

Colossians 4:8  I have sent him to you for this very purpose, that you may know about our circumstances and that he may encourage your hearts;

How would Paul expect the knowledge of his circumstances to encourage them?  If this world is all there is and if there is no Holy Spirit pouring forth full assurance into the lives of God’s children then Paul could not reasonably suppose the news about his ongoing imprisonment would encourage them.  But, we are Christ’s workmanship.  Our trials in the body are His handiwork.  They are intended to be seen and not hidden.  Our weaknesses reveal the glory of His Grace. Our financial need reveals the abundance of His riches. Our lack of understanding reveals His surpassing wisdom. The family of Christ is designed to make Him glorious while eventually transforming us into His image.  

Grace be with you:  Because it is all of grace.  God saves by grace.  He sustains by grace and He sanctifies by grace.  
CONCLUSION

Paul, for all his apparent fame, was supported by a network of dear brothers and sisters.  He revealed under inspiration that it is God’s plan for you to be part of that in His body.  In the body you are drawn to love what Christ loves and to care for what He cares for.  Your life reveals Christ’s grace and care to me and mine does the same to you. 
If you do not understand this you will become a withered limb in the body of Christ.  You will see your brother or sister struggle and you will not Christ doing what only He can do ….which is, sustaining us weakness trial.  He is the God of all grace.  To his people, who had fallen into helplessness God said this: 

Jeremiah 29:11-14   11 'For I know the plans that I have for you,' declares the LORD, 'plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.  12 'Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you.  13 'You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart.  14 'I will be found by you,' declares the LORD,
Ask for a verdict:  I want to ask  you today to change how you feel about your part in the body of Christ.  To begin to believe that God has not just saved us all individually to live in private, but that He has saved us to be His body.  We are His bride and He is working in us and through us individually to make Himself glorious.  But this glory is most revealed when we are together and transparent and prayerful as a brotherhood of Christ.  Would you purpose to care more about one another and to be used of God to bring Him Glory in this way?  
What a tragedy that so much of the church has fallen into the snare of the Devil on this issue by believing that joblessness, financial stress and bad health are signs of God’s displeasure.  Is it any wonder that we hide behind a façade of “I’m Okay?”  It is alright to pray for one another to be delivered, but let’s not miss the Christ Exalting aspect of life in the church.  We are here to see God’s hand at work in one another.  God’s sustaining power in weakness and need exalts Him every bit as much as His relief of that weakness and need. 

2 Corinthians 12:7-10  7 Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me-- to keep me from exalting myself!  8 Concerning this I implored the Lord three times that it might leave me.  9 And He has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness." Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.  10 Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.
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