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Take your Bible and turn to: 
Colossians 4:5-6  5 Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the opportunity.  6 Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should respond to each person. 

Introduction:  How do you feel when you hear that a spokesperson for a bank, was arrested for embezzling money?  What goes through you mind when you find out that the man in charge of collecting taxes in our country does not pay his own?   What if you were a company with a celebrity spokesperson who made a fool of himself publicly?  Perception is important.  The world knows this and uses it to their advantage.  A few years back a woman entered a fast food restaurant with a severed finger and claimed that she found it on her hamburger.   She confessed and was sent to prison, but that local restaurant actually went out of business. It is hardwired into humanity to make judgments based on perception. 
Ever heard of a pastor or televangelist who was caught with another woman, or taking ministry money or faking his or her healing services?  Have you ever been cheated or mistreated by a believer then said, “There church must really be a piece of work.  I would never go there?”  
Perception is important, but there is an infinitely greater reason for the instructions He gives us here. Sadly, most believers do not know what it is.  Those that do have often not understood how we represent Christ in the world.  We are in need a compelling reason to take this job seriously.  There are two aspects of this representation. 
· Our Conduct Reveals Something About Christ  [5]
· Our Speech Reveals Something About Christ [6]

Our Conduct Reveals Something About Christ  [5]
Colossians 4:5 Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the opportunity.
With wisdom:  The Greek starts the sentence with this word.   It has to do with what is wise and what is not.  According to Webster the opposite of wisdom is foolishness which is defined as: “lacking in sense, judgment or discretion.”  It is clear from the warnings, and commands of God that believers can live foolishly in the world.  The do it by:
· Pursuing wealth and money as if they could satisfy your soul is foolish.    

1 Timothy 6:7-10   For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either.  8 If we have food and covering, with these we shall be content.  9 But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.  10 For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil,.
Even the poorest among us fall victim to this desire.  The poor often buy the lottery tickets in a desperate pursuit of money.  Others will not gamble, but they will pursue investment schemes and get rich quick ideas.
You can be living from paycheck to paycheck and still have “the love of money.”  
· Do you hover over every penny, begrudge every tip and hound your family about every purchase?  
· Do you trust your money to pay the bills, buy the food and give security?  
· Do you fear running out of money because it is the only hope for your needs?  
· Do you almost never give money away? If you can never give any of it away….you love it in the ways we have mentioned above.  
There is no better way to test you love of money than to give some of it away.  To help overcome trust in money ask yourself these questions:  
“Where does my money come from?”  If you say “the economy” or “my job.”  Then you do have cause to fear and you will hold on to your money with a death grip.  If you say….even cautiously or haltingly…”from God”  then here is the next question:

“Is God out of money?  Are you a believer….?  Do you believe God?  

Psalm 50:10-12  10 "For every beast of the forest is Mine, The cattle on a thousand hills.  11 "I know every bird of the mountains, And everything that moves in the field is Mine.  12 "If I were hungry I would not tell you, For the world is Mine, and all it contains.  
Psalm 24:1  The earth is the LORD'S, and all it contains.
“Does God make any promises to those who give generously?”  Yes,  here are a few:

Luke 6:38   38 "Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good measure-- pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return."

2 Corinthians 9:5-11   he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.  7 Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always having all sufficiency in everything…. 10 He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness;  11 you will be enriched in everything for all liberality, which through us is producing thanksgiving to God.
· Living self-righteous and outwardly religious lives is foolish: 
If we live righteously before the world will they see Christ and believe in Him?  Well, for one thing we are not righteous, but fallen sinners.  Our attempts to appear to be what we are not turn us into the religious and self-righteous hypocrites.  What we are in truth are objects of grace and mercy.  Filthy sinners who have been washed.  Hopeless slaves who have been purchased.  Orphaned children who have been adopted. And it is all of grace and never of merit. The believer who knows this is not a hypocrite when he sins.  
To agree and then live as truly needy and dependent people would actually exalt Christ by revealing His grace toward sinners.  The Gospel is not that God has gathered a group of really good people, who have conquered their habits, their tongue, their lusts, their fears and their hearts.  Even unbelievers can feign these things, but doing so reveals absolutely nothing about the Gospel of Christ.  NOTHING!!!
Mark 2:16-17   16 When the scribes of the Pharisees saw that He was eating with the sinners and tax collectors, they said to His disciples, "Why is He eating and drinking with tax collectors and sinners?"  17 And hearing this, Jesus said to them, "It is not those who are healthy who need a physician, but those who are sick; I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners."
When we do not see ourselves as continually dependent on God, we nullify the grace of God in our own lives and hides it from those outside. Our lives are lived through grace. 
Galatians 2:21  21 "I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly."

The wisdom of God is the Gospel and the gospel is Christ alone and grace alone.  It is understood because of Grace.  Depend on God to live your lives before the world. 
Colossians 2:6-8  6 Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him,  7 having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude.  8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.
Conduct yourselves: Literally “to walk around,” living your life in front of the world.  Why do Christians trust money for their needs?  Why are they self righteous?  Why do so few of us conduct ourselves with the wisdom of full dependence on God in the world?
The most obvious answer is that the church is growing ignorant of God, His Son Christ and His Word, the Bible at an alarming and even appalling rate.  All men need grace.  Grace to be saved and grace to be transformed.  This is not from us or within us.  Grace is what God gives to us because we cannot get it any other way. 
The purpose of this command is not to make men desire Christ by seeing how good we can be. It is to glorify Christ by showing how gracious he can be.  
When we preach the gospel to ourselves we no longer need to hide our weakness behind a wall of religious speech, activities or condemnation.  We are now free to proclaim that Christ Jesus has not only saved us by Grace but transforms us the same way.   
Matthew 5:20-22  20 "For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.  21 "You have heard that the ancients were told, 'YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT MURDER ' and 'Whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court.'  22 "But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court; and whoever says to his brother, 'You good-for-nothing,' shall be guilty before the supreme court; and whoever says, 'You fool,' shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell.

If you think Christ means we need to just change our lustful, hateful or malicious hearts…you would miss the point entirely.  The heart is the one thing you cannot change.  This is why we opt for the outward.  You can pretend to be good, but we are not.  We are work in progress.  We are sinners being transformed by the renewing of our minds.  
For you to live by grace you need to camp at the feet of Jesus and behold Him in His Word.  Give attention to His glorious grace and mercy rather than how far you still have to go.  Christ is going to take you there with Him.  He is going to complete His work because it does not depend on you.  [Phil 1:6]
Hebrews 12:1-2  Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,  2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith,

You are His workmanship and when you are done and even while in progress you will be “To the praise of the Glory of His Grace.”    His Glorious grace makes Him worthy to be loved and seen by outsiders.  It is our compelling reason not to live like fools.  
Toward outsiders:  This really means “in front of the world.”  Are we living foolishly before the world?  Are we wasting the precious hours of our lives by not fulfilling our purpose?  Here are some specific instructions about living before the world. 
· Treat unbelievers the way you would treat someone you loved and cared about knowing that you have been treated with pure grace by Christ.  This is your chance to exalt Him by treating undeserving sinners with grace. 
1 Timothy 3:7  7 And he must have a good reputation with those outside the church, so that he will not fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.

The snare of the devil is pride, self-righteousness and Christless religion. 

· Do not constantly sit in judgment on undeserving sinners.  Paul the apostle said, 
1 Corinthians 5:12-13  12 For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Do you not judge those who are within the church?  13 But those who are outside, God judges. 

· Know and take to heart that you are no man’s judge.  

John 5:22  22 "For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son

Live your life before outsiders like you live it before God.  We are not good we are redeemed.  We are not better we are better off.  We are sinners rescued by a merciful and gracious Christ.  Live your life in that wisdom and you will be…….
Making the most of the opportunity:  Literally, buying up the time.  Did you know you could do this?  The Greek phrase literally means, “always buying up the time for yourselves.”
What do we need time for?  Well in this context it is so that the wisdom of God can be seen by unbelievers.  The more time….the more unbelievers will see the grace of God.   And it is precious time.  It is time for worshiping Christ for who He truly is.  To shine light on His Grace and not ourselves.  All men are born blind to God so that Christ can open our eyes by grace.  It is His Glory in Creation. 
John 9:3-4  3 Jesus answered, "It was neither that this man sinned, nor his parents; but it was so that the works of God might be displayed in him.  4 "We must work the works of Him who sent Me as long as it is day; night is coming when no one can work.

The work of God in the world is the Gospel.  The gospel ascribes all Glory to God Alone and to His only Son Jesus.  
Our Speech Reveals Something About Christ [6]

Colossians 4:6 Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should respond to each person.
Let your speech always be with grace: It is not just what we do, but also what we say.  That most Christians do not know this verse, is a tragedy.  Even greater is that they do not see it as vital when they do know it.  
What is gracious speech then.  Let’s start with what it cannot ever be.  

Proverbs 10:18-19   18 He who conceals hatred has lying lips, And he who spreads slander is a fool.  19 When there are many words, transgression is unavoidable, But he who restrains his lips is wise.

Every time believers are torn apart this way….those on the outside see and hear about it and rejoice. The grace and glory of Christ are not seen where there is no gracious speech.  It is revealed by the gracious speech those who have heard the gracious voice of Christ.     

John 10:27-28  27 "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me;  28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.

When you leave your bitterness at the foot of the Cross you exalt Christ.  You reveal how he loved you when you were hateful toward Him.  Why speak evil of another sinner when God has not spoken evil of you in your sin?  The ultimate reason to continue to slander one another is that we believe we are righteous and no longer in need of grace.  

What is Grace really….and how is it obtained:  Let me answer the second part of that question first.  You cannot obtain grace.  It is startling how many people misread the Scripture on this most fundamental and vital issue.  If I ask, are you saved by faith, you should say NO!  I am saved by grace.  Look at Ephesians 2:8,9 with me.  

Ephesians 2:8-9   8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.

This verse does not say by faith you are saved through grace and yet….many believers think it does and even teach that God granted them grace when they gave Him faith.  This does not track with Scripture. God has already said what He means by the phrase “by grace you have been saved” in this very chapter.  

Ephesians 2:4-6  4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),  6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,  
I have been asked why this matters?  Am I just making a mountain out of mole hill?  I am not.  It is vital to your Christian growth.  It supplies the compelling reason not to speak evil of one another.  It kills self-righteousness in God’s people and it severs our trust in the world or the things of the world [Money].  This is how.  

God acted alone in mercy and great love to save us.  He acted while we were His enemies. He acted while we were objects of His wrath and most importantly while we were dead.  This is why you are saved and not because you traded faith for grace.  God gave your grace to live and with it came faith to believe.  Because God acted without your help to save you, He continues to act to keep you and transform you. 
That makes God your loving heavenly father.  You are not an unwanted child, but deeply desired.  You are not alone in this world to provide for yourself, but your father is watching over the child to whom He gave life and faith.  This is the meaning of Jesus’ teaching in the sermon on the mount.  

Matthew 6:25-26   25 "For this reason I say to you, do not be worried about your life, as to what you will eat or what you will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?  26 "Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they?  
Seasoned with salt:  Gracious speech is a welcome sound to those who hear.    A heart that has responded to grace knows what it is to overlook offense and sin.  If you have come to God through grace you know that there is forgiveness and acceptance and love. 

The Glorious Grace of Christ is revealed through gracious speech.  It’s tones draw its hearers toward it.  It is a call to see and trust our Gracious Savior.  
Salt is also a preservative.  Some take this to mean that they are tasked with going around condemning the world outside the church.  I humbly beg to differ.  We are witnesses to the Gospel and its message is Grace and its Glory is Jesus Christ. 
John 1:16-17  16 For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace.  17 For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ.

So that you will know how you should respond to each person:  Yes we should know what to say…..but we must know how to say it as well.  It must be speech that flows out of a transformed heart.  A new heart that has the hand writing of Christ on it.  A humble heart that has experienced the pure life giving grade of God.  Before we respond to any man, we need to know grace because it is how we should respond.
1 Peter 3:15-17   15 but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;  

The defense is not of our righteousness….we have none.  The defense is our hope.  Why do you have hope in this world?  Has anybody questioned you about that lately.  We have hope because our God is our Lord and Savior. He has given life when we deserved death and He is with us and in us.  Call men to the hope of eternal life through grace. 
CONCLUSION: These two verses are a call to glorify and exalt Christ by our complete trust in Him.  You need to know more than what these verse have told you this morning.  But this is a start.  Christ is the source of wisdom and not this world.  The world cannot imagine the grace of God, but it understands good works and self-righteousness perfectly.  God has called their understanding of this the elementary things of the world….the A,B, C’s of how the world thinks.  
Colossians 2:20-21  20 If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as,  21 "Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!"

But we are called to reveal Christ’s grace to men.  You are witnesses to it through your dependent and fearless life and your gracious speech to others.   
I have called you to forsake love for this world because it can never glorify and exalt Christ and it competes with our love for Jesus.  
Matthew 6:30-32   30 "But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you? You of little faith!  32 "For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.

It is not a call to believe harder, as if faith were meritorious….as in….”if I have more faith, God will see that and provide for me.”  NONSENSE.  It is a call to believe what God has said to you.  He is your father.  He has loved you when you were unworthy.  He has sent His own Son to pay for your salvation and he owns everything in the universe and He loves YOU!  
Will you decide today to love and trust Him and not money?  

God has called you to speak from a life transformed  and filled by grace not self effort.
Matthew 12:34-35  the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart.  35 "The good man brings out of his good treasure what is good;  
Someone has paraphrased this verse this way:  What you are soaked in comes out when you are squeezed.” May God grant us humility to see and soak  in His Grace so that our mouths might speak. 

Will you purpose with me today to respond to men with the grace that God has poured into our own hearts?  God will think you approve of men’s sin when you do not sit in judgment on them. Your gracious heart and speech does not make you their companion in sin.  It makes you gracious like Christ. 
Ephesians 4:29-32   29 Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear.  30 Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.  31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.  32 Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.
PAGE  
8

