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Introduction:  We have been working our way through the practical directives that God has given to His people in Colossians.  There are two basic ways to approach the lists of instructions God has given for the Christian life:  
FIRST: They are commands that must be kept if we are to be in good standing with God.  This is the point of view of most believers!  In other words, if you want God to help you along in life then you need to obey as many of these commands as possible.  If we obey God we are a good testimony for God. Which means in the common Christian jargon of our day….We make God look good and Christ look attractive to unbelievers. 
SECOND:  God’s people ARE in good standing with Him!  As good as they are ever going to be, because all of our righteous deeds amount to filthy rags in His sight.  
Isaiah 64:6-7   6 For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.  7 There is no one who calls on Your name, Who arouses himself to take hold of You; For You have hidden Your face from us And have delivered us into the power of our iniquities.
Your righteousness and God’s love for you have nothing whatsoever to do with your ability to keep His commands. They are given for an entirely different reason.  I want to make a case for this second position this morning before we examine our text.
· God Chose Believers to be Holy and blameless to reveal His Glorious Grace. Transformation is part of your salvation, not something you do yourself: 

Ephesians 1:4-6  He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 
· God raised the spiritually dead to reveal the richness of that same Grace. The lesson here is that you cannot help yourself to be righteous: 
Ephesians 2:4-7   4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),  6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,  7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

· Christ took your sin and gave you His righteousness.  Your standing with God is only because you are united to Christ.  Not for any other reason. 
2 Corinthians 5:19-21  God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.  20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

· Nothing any man has ever done will place Him in favor with God.  Only what Christ has done will do that.  Therefore, in Christ you are loved and accepted by God.

Romans 5:20-21   20 The Law came in so that the transgression would increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more,  21 so that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace would reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
· The Holy Spirit testifies in the Word and to our spirits that we are in Good standing with God. The other voice is a lie: 

Romans 8:16-18  16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God,  17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.  18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  

NOTE:  Our sufferings, ACCORDING TO GOD, prove our good standing with God rather than put it in doubt.  It is one of the ways that the Holy Spirit assures you that you belong to Jesus.  You are in Christ and Christ suffered in the world, but is glorified in heaven.  Believe God that this is true….if you are a believer. 

· God has already prepared your good works and has predestined you to do them.  Your transforming sanctification is bundled with your salvation. Neither of them are your doing. 
Ephesians 2:10   10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

All This begs a couple of questions: 

Are we free to live in sin if our righteousness comes only from Christ?  No….we BELONG to Christ now.  You are not FREE!  He has purchased you from slavery to death and sin and made you His.  He is transforming you daily into the image of Christ. 
Why does God command us?   It is His chosen means to transform us.  He tells us what to do and think to be like Christ.  He transforms us in the inner man for His own glory.  Keeping outward commands will not make you right with God…..ever! 

Why does it seem so difficult to Obey?  Because God has made it so.  
Romans 8:20-23  20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope  21 that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  22 For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.  23 And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.  
Will we ever be able to obey?  Not apart from God.  When you see your failures to understand God and obey Him as a Christian they are a constant reminder that you are a fallen sinner who was raised from the dead by Christ and rescued from Hell because He loved you.  Preach this Gospel to yourself every day and instead of being discouraged about your sin….you will fall more deeply in love with Christ who has loved you in spite of your hopelessness.  Preach this gospel to yourself and you will not become proud when God transforms you in the inner man to obey Him.  Preach this gospel to yourself and you will not be so condescending and judgmental of those who have yet to be delivered from what God, in grace, has delivered you from. 
So once again….why does God command us?  So that, just like in salvation, He can reveal His grace, mercy, lovingkindness and awesome power to keep and transform His own children in a fallen world.  The hope of Salvation is in Christ alone….but did you know that the hope of a Godly life is just as surely IN CHRIST ALONE?

Romans 8:24-27  24 For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for who hopes for what he already sees?  25 But if we hope for what we do not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it.  26 In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words;  27 and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.  

Turn now to our text for this morning:
Colossians 3:22-4:1   22 Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with external service, as those who merely please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord.  23 Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men,  24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.  25 For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the wrong which he has done, and that without partiality.   4:1  1  Masters, grant to your slaves justice and fairness, knowing that you too have a Master in heaven.  

Colossians 3:15  15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,

Colossians 3:16  16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you,

Colossians 3:17 17 Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,

These three commands form the outline God is going to fill in for us.  The God Glorifying purpose behind  these commands is found in the verses that follow.  In verses 18-25,  God instructs every human being at their most intimate level as a wife, a husband, a child, a parent or a worker.  God is not just giving commands!    He is explaining how peace rules your heart….will you let it?  He is explaining how the Word of Christ dwells richly within you…..not in your mind alone, but in your inner man.  And He is illustrating how it is that we can do everyday things in the name of the Lord. 
God created the universe, in six literal days and by speaking it into existence.  He did not make use of evolution in any form.  There is not a single scientific [factual according to the scientific method] fact that requires millions of years of evolution.  Why preach a literal death burial and resurrection that we received from a truthful God if at the same time He has deceived us about the origin of the universe itself?  
God created man and woman in His Image and for His Glory…..because the image of God is glorious.  He not only created them, but also ordered their roles and places in creation.  Being a wife reveals the glory of God in creation. Being a husband, parent and child likewise reveals the image of God in this world.  This is your destiny.  God created you to Glorify Himself.  He saved you from your sin to glorify Himself. He is in the process of transforming you to glorify Himself and He will ultimately take you into His presence as His heir for eternity….TO GLORIFY HIMSELF. 
How does our work or vocation fit into God’s creation order. Is the image of God in creation somehow seen when believers know and follow the pattern that God has for work as well as the family?  Are these verses addressing our work since we are not slaves,  are we?  

The slave of Christ’s day was, in fact very much like an employee.  They did not have the freedom to change jobs at will, but they were not owned unconditionally either.  When there term of service was over, they were free.  This is very much the situation found between Jacob and Laban.  
Genesis 29:15-20   15 Then Laban said to Jacob, "Because you are my relative, should you therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?"…….  18 Now Jacob loved Rachel, so he said, "I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel."  19 Laban said, "It is better that I give her to you than to give her to another man; stay with me."  20 So Jacob served seven years for Rachel and they seemed to him but a few days because of his love for her.

Work is the normal condition for man.  Some say that work, just like the submission of women as wives,  is a result of the fall, but that is not true.  It is bitter submission and toilsome work that are the results of the fall.  In the beginning neither were bitter or toilsome. 
Genesis 2:15 Then the LORD God took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep it.
Faithful work for gain, reveals God’s glory in creation

Colossians 3:22  22 Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with external service, as those who merely please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord.

Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth:  In verse 18 wives are called to arrange themselves or be at home under the care of their husbands.  They are not to fear because God is their God and will care for them.  Their submission reveals their trust in God and not in circumstances or even in their own husbands.  Such trust gives glory to God. 

Slaves are to be under the word or instructions of their master.  Obey, means listen to, give heed to, pay attention to.  Most of us can hear,  but do we listen?  The instruction is to take their word seriously and do what they want.  
The phrase, “your masters on earth” serves to remind us that these are temporary masters with limited capacity.  But, God is Sovereign over the entire earth.  When wives submit to their husbands it is to the Lord Jesus Christ that they are submitting. 
Ephesians 5:22  22 Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord.

When a man submits or obeys his employer, it is the Lord Jesus Christ that he is obeying.  
Not with external service, as those who merely please men:  Okay….we have all seen someone obey with an attitude…..right?  Have you ever obeyed that way…..saying…..well this is stupid and ill advised, but I will do it to keep my boss happy.  If God rules creation then work is to be done for Him.  Everything belongs to God, including your bosses money and even his authority over you.  It is God given and when you acknowledge it, you acknowledge, glorify and exalt Christ.   
If you are saying….but you do not know my boss?  He is impossible to please?  Then that is exactly the point of this Scripture.  Those who are exalting Christ with their work know these truths about how God created the world and ordered it.  Men and companies do whatever they want and we are seldom able to please them.  
but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord:  Work for God and not for men.  You will be Christlike in your inner man when you do.  Jesus said, 

John 4:34  "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me and to accomplish His work. 

We are not going to the cross….just to work.   
Faithful work reveals our dependence on God
Colossians 3:23-24  23 Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men,  24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.

Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men:  This gives renewed motivation for our work.  God sees it! God could have made your boss or your work conditions or your pay better.  He has a purpose in allowing your circumstances.  He is showing to all creation, you, your family and your church, that He rules all things.  He can and does sustain and provide in a fallen world and it has nothing to do with the men or companies we work for.  We may give them our all even when they are giving us their least.  For at least two reasons:  
Knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance.  We know that it is God who is providing for us through work on earth.  But we are heirs of the greatest treasure in creation.  We are aliens here.  We are working for peanuts here.  We are sometimes mistreated here. But God still provides for us.  His kingdom and riches do not have their origin in corporate America or Mutual Funds.  They are not stored in Monster Mega Banks and they are not created by pushing paper around on Wall Street.  This world has no true wealth.   

Psalm 49:5-10  5 Why should I fear in days of adversity, When the iniquity of my foes surrounds me,  6 Even those who trust in their wealth And boast in the abundance of their riches?  7 No man can by any means redeem his brother Or give to God a ransom for him--  8 For the redemption of his soul is costly, And he should cease trying forever--  9 That he should live on eternally, That he should not undergo decay.  10 For he sees that even wise men die; The stupid and the senseless alike perish And leave their wealth to others.  
So what do we inherit?  God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit and everything that they own.  We are God’s Children and His heirs.  We are…..
Colossians 1:11-14   ……strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously  12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light.  13 For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,  14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.  Learn to see past your jobs and investments.   We trust God not men, that is how we can serve men.  Godly wives trust God,  not just their flawed husbands, that is why they can submit to them.  Godly men love Christ, more than there imperfect wives.  That is how they can sacrificially lay down their lives for them in love.  On the Job….we serve Christ and trust Him to care for us. That is how we can listen to and follow our earthly employer / master from the heart. 
We do not serve men in order to serve God.  We serve men because we serve God.
Faithful work when mistreated reveals our full dependence upon God and not men 

Colossians 3:25 - 4:1  25 For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the wrong which he has done, and that without partiality. Colossians 4:1 Masters, grant to your slaves justice and fairness, knowing that you too have a Master in heaven.
For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the wrong which he has done, and that without partiality:  Solomon and David both stated what most of us know in our hearts is true: 

Proverbs 29:2   2 When the righteous increase, the people rejoice, But when a wicked man rules, people groan.
Men and women groan in a world where everything is groaning, but there is justice with God.  And this just God cares for us.  Our wealth and even our daily bread is from Him. God’s orders creation and subjected it to groaning, but we may see past that to our God who is the just judge of the universe. 

Psalm 37:16-18   16 Better is the little of the righteous Than the abundance of many wicked.  17 For the arms of the wicked will be broken, But the LORD sustains the righteous.  18 The LORD knows the days of the blameless, And their inheritance will be forever.   
Masters, grant to your slaves justice and fairness, knowing that you too have a Master in heaven:  If you happen to be an employer / Christian, how much more responsibility do you have before God?   It is great.   When a godly employee trusts God to care for him while being mistreated, he glorifies God by trusting God to provide for Him in a fallen and sinful world and workplace.  
When a godly employer treats people with justice and fairness, he likewise reveals how God cares for His own.  It is a blessed event when godly employees have godly employers.  It is a little taste of heaven on earth.  

CONCLUSION

The New Testament is full of commands and instructions given to men and women that God has loved deeply.  He has set His love on them before the world began….having known them all by name.  
When He created, He created man in His own image and then ordered that creation in such a way as to give Himself maximum Glory.  When men sinned and creation fell, it was God again who ransomed it so that men might see His Glory and Grace.  Even though fallen, broken, deaf and blind God’s children are precious in His sight. 
Isaiah 43:3-8   3 "For I am the LORD your God, The Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I have given Egypt as your ransom, Cush and Seba in your place.  4 "Since you are precious in My sight, Since you are honored and I love you, I will give other men in your place and other peoples in exchange for your life.  5 "Do not fear, for I am with you;…… 7 Everyone who is called by My name, And whom I have created for My glory, Whom I have formed, even whom I have made."  8 Bring out the people who are blind, even though they have eyes, And the deaf, even though they have ears.
Obedience can never put us in good standing with God.  We are fallen and unable apart from God to obey Him.  A man can neither redeem Himself or transform himself into the image of Christ.   
Preach this gospel to yourself every day.  Go daily to the well of God’s Word and drink.  Tell Him that He is worthy to be loved by you and obeyed and then ask Him to increase your love and ability to obey.  
No believer is ever going to make God look good!  The thought is preposterous.  God makes Himself glorious in His creation at the Cross.  There the righteous God gave His own Son to satisfy His own justice.  Christ died to restore the image of God once again in this creation.  
I ask you to love Him with all your heart and soul and mind and strength…..because He is worthy of your love.  He alone saves and He alone transforms us.  As we bow our hearts before Him we will be blessedly changed, little by little into the image of our God in creation.  Seeing Christ in His Glorious Beauty is the only Biblical motivation to know and obey His commands. 
1 John 3:1-3  See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.  2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.  3 And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.
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