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Take Your Bibles and turn to: 
Colossians 3:20-21   20 Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord.  21 Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that they will not lose heart.
Introduction:  The Bible tells us that human beings are created in the image of God,  prompting this common question;  What is the image of God exactly?  Is it the way we look or something about our soul that cannot be discerned?   God answers this question by instructing His redeemed about how their lives are to be ordered. Come back to creation and let’s refresh our understanding. 
· God Created male and female humans in His image

· God’s creating work extended to the order and the roles He assigned to humans. 

· In the fall that image was severely marred by sin, but not destroyed.

· Jesus, the New Man or the Second Adam came to redeem His elect from our fallen hopelessness and to begin the process of restoring the image of God in His children. This process begins with new birth and is completed in Christ’s presence.
Romans 8:29-30   29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren;  30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.
· God’s commands concerning the role and behavior of husbands, wives, children and parents for us the image of God in Christ.  Those same commands then become the means of conforming us to that image of God.  In Romans, Paul spoke of the absolute reality of our transformation and then revealed the means God uses to bring it about. It begins with knowing:
Romans 12:2  2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

· This Transformation is brought to fruition by the Holy Spirit through that knowledge. 

2 Peter 1:2-4  2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord;  3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.  4 For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.

The family is the basic unit of creation.  It reveals the image of God like a beautiful diamond reflects light from dozens of facets.  No single relationship is sufficient to describe the excellencies of God in Christ so we have numerous ones.  Last week we looked at length at the image of God revealed between husband and wife.  Today it is seen between child and parent.  In some ways this is an even more foundational image.  Everyone since creation has been a child and most have been parents.  The Bible has a great deal to say about this vital relationship and how it effects our spiritual life. 
Exodus 20:12   12 "Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land which the LORD your God gives you.

Jesus repeated the command often and Paul instructed the Ephesians concerning it more at length than here in Colossians.  

Ephesians 6:1-3  Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  2 HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER (which is the first commandment with a promise),  3 SO THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH YOU, AND THAT YOU MAY LIVE LONG ON THE EARTH.
Today we want to see how Christ centered honor to parents Exalts Christ and how Christ centered parenting reveals God creation.  
God is working for his glory in your life and that means in all your roles as husband or wife, child or parent.  These relationships hold out the promise of our deepest joy in this world, but often inflict the most severe pain and grief.  If they are so important to revealing Christ’s Glory in creation, can you begin to imagine how committed Satan is to damaging and even destroying them?  Satan hates the image of God in creation!!
The Word to Children  [20]
Colossians 3:20   20 Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord.

Children:  Those born of either gender.  If you have parents then this is a command directed at you.   It is a term of endearment and speaks of the deep spiritual and human connection that exists between a parent and a child.  Children receive everything from their parents: 

· Their physical body and human nature
· Their personality and looks

· Their food, clothing, water, comfort, nurture and love
· Their education, culture and community
There is simply no way around this reality.  The normal human experience…even in very primitive cultures is to receive life and all that shapes it from your parents.   Nothing in this world reflects more precisely our dependence upon Our Father who is in Heaven more than our role as children: 
1 Corinthians 8:6  there is but one God, the Father, from whom are all things and we exist for Him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we exist through Him.
Acts 17:28-29  28 for in Him we live and move and exist, as even some of your own poets have said, 'For we also are His children.'  29 "Being then the children of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and thought of man.

Romans 8:16-17  16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God,  17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.

As children we are given the opportunity to reveal Christ’s glory by trusting our parents.   It is God’s highest purpose and it has been given to a little child.  Countless unbelieving parents have been brought to the foot of the cross because of a converted child who honored and obeyed them. 
Be obedient:  Obedience here describes a willing or submissive heart.  It is not grudging, but given freely.  It is often translated as “listen to” of  “pay attention to.”   Parents shape their children, as we have observed, through the things they tell them to do and know.  A willingness to listen is a major part of this command.    
Like the wife who submits because it reveals the church’s submission to her Lord and thus makes Christ glorious in the world…..like that wife, the child who listens, harkens to and obeys willingly his or her parents, reveals their total dependence on God. 
To your parents in all things: Not all parents are authorities over all children.  Grandparents do not have this authority over their grandchildren.  When they usurp it from their own children chaos ensues.  Parents do not have it over their married children.  Married children become their own family unit and are to be let go of by their own parents. Children are to willingly be shaped by their own parents in all things.  
Note:  Parental authority and role does not trump God’s.  No child is commanded to disobey God’s clear teaching in the Scripture.  The same is true of any believing wife.  But, unless or until a parent forces a child into disobedience to the revealed Word of God, we are to allow ourselves to be shaped, transformed and imaged by our parents.  
For this is well-pleasing to the Lord:  Why?   Why is it well pleasing for a child to willingly be lead and provided for by their parent?  Because it exalts God by revealing the Creation Order and Image of God.  

Rebellion and defiance reveals what?  Of course….Satan and his unwillingness to be led by God and his intent to be god himself.  Having the final say in all things and wishing the world to revolve around him.  
This is not moralism.  If you obey outwardly or honor outwardly, there are no brownie points in heaven. Instead obedience to parents is offered to God because it exalts Him in creation.  He is always pleased when His own Glory is revealed for that is the highest good in creation.  Men were created to reveal the image of God in the world.  Even a child can do this!
The Word to Fathers (Parents)  [21]
Colossians 3:21   21 Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that they will not lose heart.
Fathers:  This is a word to fathers, but I think we can exhort mothers here without violating the spirit of the Scripture.  Fathers, most reflect our Heavenly Father, upon whom we depend for our very life and all it contains.  Fathers are the God ordained head of the family and are therefore the primary parent responsible for their wives and their children.  It is for this reason that this word is to fathers.  
Do not exasperate your children:  Fathers are not God.  They possess neither the wisdom or power to discipline their children with perfection.  The command to obey them has a condition.  Just as the husband is to sacrificially lay down his life for his submissive bride, that same man as father is to discipline his children with great care and under the direction of God Himself.  
Ephesians 6:4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.
Exasperate and provoke: both speak of discipline and instruction that is intended to create confrontation and stir them up to anger.  We parents in turn respond with more anger and so it goes.  

Discipline: actually means to nourish and train….make a disciple of them! 

Instruction of the Lord:  Describes making them a disciple of Christ.  They are not our children to do with as we please.  We are not God to our sons and daughters.  We are representing God to them and to a watching universe.  Every time you discipline or train your child you are to be making a disciple of Christ of them and not just what you want them to be.  
If you want your children to learn to be truthful instruct them in the Lord.  He is the way, the truth and the life.  It is not just that you get mad when they lie.  That is an entirely inadequate reason not to lie. 

If you want them to be generous or gracious or tender or kind….Instruct them in the Lord.  God has been generous to us by giving us a Savior.  He has been gracious because we did nothing to deserve His tender kindness.  God is exalted in our instructions in the Lord.  Getting in trouble or making you look bad as a parent is a very bad reason for a child to develop these character qualities.   
So that they will not lose heart:  We are imperfect parents, but we have total control over our children up to a certain point in their lives.  A parent can provoke rebellion with harsh or unreasonable demands.  I can still remember things my parents said to me over 50 years ago.  Most of what I remember, wounded me in some way.  
Yes, I was disobedient, but I was also childish and untrained.  I did not have social skills and cultural awareness.  Yes….I embarrassed my parents and talked back in front of their friends.  I forgot to do my choirs and my homework and pick up my room and mow the lawn and…..well you get the idea.  Be careful how you deal with these things.  

Ill: How many times have you said you would pray more and did not do it?  How many times have you let the same relative ruin your attitude when you promised God you would try to love them more?  How many times have you yelled when you did not want to or thought things you did not want to think?  These are questions for parents.  We are living Christ before our children.  May God please help us not to discourage them, but to treat them as Christ has treated us. When we were at our worst….Christ loved us sacrificially. 
Romans 5:7-8   7 For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die.  8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

Discipline is not just a reprimand and instruction is not berating and nagging.  Much of our parenting gets done with little knowledge of God’s instructions.  Parents just react to their children’s disobedience and we often do it with more disobedience.  We parents are also the children of God….and He has firmly and yet gently corrected us, instructed us and ordered our steps.  
Hebrews 4:15-16  5 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.  16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
CONCLUSION

God has instructed us about four vital family roles so far.  Wives, husbands, children, and parents [fathers].   Moralists impose these roles as a means to be in good standing with God.  In other words, if you are good then God will be good to you and favor you.  If you are bad then God will not be good to you.  It is like the Christmas song that simply says….”be good for goodness sake!” 
To this the Scripture says a resounding NO.  We are to be good for Christ’s sake….and it is even more than that.  Nothing we do can ever place us in good standing with God.  No amount of perfect submission on the part of wives or sacrificial loving by husbands.  No child will ever be obedient enough and every parent fails miserably at the commands that we have studied today.  
We are, every last one of us, a fallen sinner that Christ has loved without condition.  It is by grace and only grace that we have been purchased by Christ’s blood poured out at the Cross.  It is by unmerited grace that He has born with our failings and sins and continued to love us, patiently instruct us, rebuke us at times with patience and kindness. 
God is not piling on here with these instructions.  He knows the struggle in every woman to submit to an imperfect man.  He watches every husband fail to sacrificially love his imperfect wife.   He is not sitting in heaven with a note pad while every child disobeys and dishonors his father and mother and He our sad attempts to train our children have not been counted against us.  
Psalm 130:2-6  2 O Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my pleas for mercy!  3 If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?  4 But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared.  5 I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope;  6 my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning, more than watchmen for the morning.
Are these commands here just to condemn us?  Never.  Perish the thought.  God has predestined you as a Christian wife, husband, child or parent to reveal His Glory in the world.  He is working for His Glory and you are His workmanship.  
Ephesians 2:10  10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.
Christlikeness is God’s work to do in you.  He tells you what it looks like in passages like this.  He calls each of us to embrace the Christ Exalting roles that He has created us for.  When we do we honor and display Christ in the world.  Let yourself be transformed by the renewing of your mind through your knowledge of Christ.  Exchange your guilt for dependence.  Purpose to let your family be the crucible in which Christ transforms you into His image and where you treat one another as Christ Himself has treated you. 
Psalm 103:10-14  0 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, Nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.  11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, So great is His lovingkindness toward those who fear Him.  12 As far as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us.  13 Just as a father has compassion on his children, So the LORD has compassion on those who fear Him.  14 For He Himself knows our frame; He is mindful that we are but dust.
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