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Take Your Bibles and turn to: 
Colossians 3:18-19  18 Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.  19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them.
Introduction:  In the middle of a book written to exalt Him as Lord is this teaching on marriage.  It is brief….two verses….one for the wife and one for the husband.  
Like everything written in the Scripture it is not here by chance.    It is included to bolster the chief purpose of God in creation: 
Isaiah 42:8   8 I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to carved idols. 

Habakkuk 2:14  14 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 

Today the Holy Spirit is busy glorifying Christ.
John 16:14  14 He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you.

John 17:4-5  4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do.  5 And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed.

But what is Glory and  what does it mean to Glorify God?  It means to put God on display.  God, first went public with Himself in Creation.   
Psalm 19:1-6  The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands.  2 Day to day pours forth speech, And night to night reveals knowledge.  3 There is no speech, nor are there words; Their voice is not heard.  4 Their line has gone out through all the earth, And their utterances to the end of the world. In them He has placed a tent for the sun,  5 Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber; It rejoices as a strong man to run his course.  6 Its rising is from one end of the heavens, And its circuit to the other end of them; And there is nothing hidden from its heat.

But Satan works tirelessly to hid the Glory of God from creation and from men.  Evolution declares that the Sierra Nevada, the sunsets and spectacular moon of the past few days, and the abundance of the Earth’s provision for our needs….mere random chance.  No benevolent creator.  No God who has designed this for His creatures….and no grand design or purpose for existence on earth.  Satan cannot compete with the Glory of God….he therefore, works to hide it from you, your spouse and your children. 
2 Corinthians 4:3-5  “the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”
The cure for this spiritual blindness is then given in verse 5:

“For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake.”  
Today we will consider marriage in this light.   Your marriage is big part of your worship for Christ on this earth.  This may be  a shock but God says it is not about enriching your inner self or finding fulfillment.  Walking in step with God is always fulfilling, but marriage is about revealing the image and glory of God to a watching creation, beginning with your spouse and moving out to your children, your neighbors, your church brothers and sisters, your co-workers, your grandchildren, your community, the watching angels and even God who delights in His own Glory…..because there is nothing greater.
The outline is simple.  There are two points.  If you are a wife there is something to do and a reason to do it.  For husbands, it is a little harder.  There are two commands and they both have to do with your heart and your emotions.  

· Women want to talk about how they feel [I just don’t feel like he….] God wants to talk about what you actually do.

· Men, on the other hand want to talk about what they actually do [their work, their ability to provide]…..God wants to talk about how you feel. 
God’s Word to Wives [18]

Colossians 3:18  18 Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord

Wives:  This is directed at wives and concerns their marriage relationship.  It is not a general admonition for women to be subject to men. Paul elaborated in…. 
Ephesians 5:22   22 Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 
The call is to one women in one particular relationship.  That relationship is not impersonal, but to the man with whom you have an intimate, vital and deeply personal relationship.  
Be subject:  This form of the word is passive.  It is not a call for a passive wife in today’s sense.  It  speaks of willingness to be under your husband’s authority….but also under his care, protection and provision.  We could translate it “subject yourself”  
There is no corresponding command for a husband to “subject” his wife to him.  In fact, those who advocate such things violate the commands of God to husbands.  
The word itself means to put oneself under…not by compulsion, but freely.  Jesus, Himself did this. 
Luke 2:51  51 And He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and He continued in subjection to them

Wives are not singled out of the human race to be the only people “in subjection.”  Every human is called to be in subjection to their God ordained authorities.  The key is to know who that is from THE WORD OF GOD and never, ever from the mouths of men.   Great evil unleashed on families, churches and whole societies, by those posing as our self appointed authorities.  God lays down this principle in the parallel passage of Ephesians.  
Ephesians 5:17-21  17 So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.  18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit,  19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord;  20 always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father;  21 and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ.

It is God’s will that we should be led by the Holy Spirit.  He produces worship and subjection to God and God ordained authority. In this  way we are subject to one another.  To be subject “to one another” is a logical impossibility.  It means that we are to be subject to the ones God has called us to be subject to.  
· Wives to Husbands
· Husbands to Christ
· The Church  to Christ
· Children to Parents
· And so on….

As is fitting in the Lord:  So why are wives to submit to husbands?  What makes these men so worthy and competent that you should willingly let yourselves be led, protected and provided for by them?  Almost nothing….would be my answer.  The answer is in the creation order that God decided on.  The Answer is God rather than our own perceptions or culture.  God’s Word, bypasses the culture entirely and appeals directly to Creation.  
1 Corinthians 11:8-9   8 For man was not made from woman, but woman from man.  9 Neither was man created for woman, but woman for man.

God created both the man and the woman in His Image.  God’s image is the supreme glory in the universe.  So the creation of a male and then a female, in that order and with leadership by one and willing submission by the other, is the image of God in creation. 

Genesis 1:27   27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.

There is no inferiority stated or implied.  There is mutual interdependence, with a God ordained order of authority.  

1 Corinthians 11:11-12   11 However, in the Lord, neither is woman independent of man, nor is man independent of woman.  12 For as the woman originates from the man, so also the man has his birth through the woman; and all things originate from God.

God considers women of equal value and importance in all things. But, there is God ordained order for every person in creation.  Jews, gentiles, slaves, rich owners, males and females are all sons of God in Christ. 
Galatians 3:26-28  26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.  27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  . 
The wife’s submission to her own husband is her pursuit of God’s Glorious Image.  It exalts God in Creation and gives Him the Glory that is “fitting” for Him.   A wife’s submission to her husband makes her Christlike in the eyes of her Lord.   Wives, if you want to glorify Christ, before a watching creation…..if you consider Him worthy of your highest love and obedience then place yourself under your husband’s loving care. 
God’s Word to Husbands [19]

Colossians 3:18-19  19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them.

Husbands:  From the very beginning of creation, men have been trying to blame their wives instead of caring for them.  
Genesis 3:9-12   9 But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, "Where are you?"  10 And he said, "I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself."  11 He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?"  12 The man said, "The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate."

Submission is a problem for women, because they do not understand it, they hear constant lies about what it means and…..they are sinful and dis-inclined to take to heart all that God says.  Because of these things, it is tempting for husbands to sit back with a little smugness like the parishioner that used to say at the back of the church….every Sunday…..”you really gave it to them today, Pastor!”
But, God made Adam the head of the entire family.  Some have tried to say that if Adam had been a better husband, if he had been around when Satan showed up, if he had tried harder and done more, then Eve would not have sinned and the entire mess, we call life after the fall,  could have been avoided.  I do not believe that for a minute.  

God created Adam the head of the family and Eve as his helper, equal in value and glory.  God called the Adam out to talk because He had created Him first and as the head.  He did not accept any limp wristed whining about the “woman whom you gave to be with me.”
Love your wives:    Among other things “agape”  means:  “to be full of good-will and to show it”   “to prefer her wishes over your own”  and “to have constant regard for her welfare.” 
I mentioned in the beginning that men want to talk about what they do, while God wants to talk about your inner man.  Material provision does not equal love!  Let me ask you a men a question about that story we just read in Genesis
· Do you think Eve had ever seen a talking snake before Satan appeared to her? 
· Do you think Eve had ever been lied to and smooth talked into something before Satan crossed her path?

· Do you think Eve was beautiful to look upon and had a godly disposition before Satan appeared to her?  Her desirability was never in question.  It was Adam’s heart that failed here. 
· How much do you think Eve thought Adam loved her when he said to God….The Woman…..not even Eve, my wife….but The Woman?…..you gave me is to blame for everything.  
The call to love your wife is also a call to step up and man-up.   Every family needs someone who does not find fault and gripe about the constant trials and hardships of this life.  Your family needs a man who does not blame, but loves,  starting with his wife.   A husband who does not exempt himself from the trial, because he had a hard day at work.  We will never know what it would have looked like if Adam had actually loved his wife that day, but we can know today.  
Do you display your good will toward your wife?  It is meaningless if you cannot find a way to reveal it to her.  How do you prefer her wishes over your own or demonstrate constant concern for her welfare?  These are the root meanings of “agape.”  The command of God is to do them.  
Now, men.  God has created you for this.  He has created you to work and get tired and then come home and love your wife.  Just as he has created the role for your wife, He has created this role for you.  It gives Him Glory.  It displays the Image of God before a watching wife, children, church, unbelieving family, co-workers and the world.  The angels see it.  God sees it and delights in His own Glory…..because there is nothing greater to delight in.  

Do not be embittered against them:  This is another passive verb.  It means that if we are embittered against our wives and if we are harsh and blaming of them then that is our fault.  You can dismiss this point if you want, but it will not change a syllable of the Word of God to you.  You are not to let yourself become bitter and harsh with your wives.  Why?  It is the absolute opposite of  loving them.  You cannot do both. You are not called to dabble in both.  You are to love and not be embittered.  Love will destroy bitterness and love is really tough for men.  Oh Yah!  
You are going to have to get low before God to love a fallen woman.  Do you think Eve deserved blaming on that day?  She had just ruined the entire human race.  Ladies do you think she deserved love and concern or what she got?  Men, do you think Eve needed or even deserved love or protection on that day?  And…did Adam do anything at all to place himself in harm’s way for her?  No!  Nothing, Nada!

If you can see the impossibility of carrying out either one of these roles this morning, apart from God,  then I will have succeeded in my purpose.  If you can submit to your husband like he was perfect,  then ladies, you may take a bow….You are really something and you can take credit for it.  If you men can sacrificially lay down your life for a woman who gives you grudging respect and nags you about your faults and shortcomings, then you too may take a bow and expect a reward from God.

God’s Word to us All
BUT… there is something else in play in your marriage.  There is the glory of God and His Image in Creation, to be sure.  But….there is His new Creation today and in Christ you are part of that.  

2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.
Paul calls it the new man.  We are in Christ and not in Adam any longer.  We are Christ’s Body the Church and we are dear to Him.  Ladies, the way you wish your husband desired you is the way Christ desires and loves His Church.  Men, the way you wish your wife would trust you and depend on you is the way the church….the true body of Christ is depending on  and trusting Christ.  Your marriage reveals not only the image of God in creation it God’s the chosen metaphor for the image of God in the New Creation….Christ’s body, the church….Our Church…..our kid’s church.  Marriage is what the world sees on a daily basis of the love of Christ for His Church and the adoration and love of His church for Him. 
Ephesians 5:22-24  22 Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord.  23 For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body.  24 But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything.

You wives not only get to reveal the glory of God in Creation, they are the daily examples of what the church should be like before her Lord.  Christ does not rule us with harshness and unforgiveness.  He is her Savior.  He takes her blows and gives her tenderness and forgiveness.  God is calling you as a godly wife to love Him more than your own pride and desire.  To see yourself as Christ has seen you…undeserving and sinful.  Your mother, Eve provoked the downfall of the entire race, but Christ has loved you and taken your punishment Himself.  You wives have the blessed privilege of proclaiming this everyday through submission to your husbands.  
Remember I asked earlier …”did Adam do anything at all to place himself in harm’s way for her?  No!  Nothing, Nada!  But Christ, the New Man, The Second Adam, has placed Himself directly in the way of judgment for you.  He has loved you the way you are called to love your wife. 

Ephesians 5:25-28   25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her,  26 so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,  27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless.  28 So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies

Oh, this glorious church on earth.  She is so pure and worthy.  She never defies her Lord or ignores His wishes.  She honors Him and shows Him respect at all times.  Who would not love such a wonderful church? 
But, in reality she is contentious and selfish and does not bow to the Word of her Lord.  She thinks about herself and what will make her happy and not what honors her Lord.  She exists for herself and to meet her own needs.  She seldom prays for her Lord to provide for her unless she has been unable to “do it herself” with programs, money and advertising.  Men….HUSBANDS…. Love your wives as Christ loved the church.  She is a fallen women for whom Christ died.  You are a fallen man whom Christ has in grace loved as part of His church.  Men, you are to love your earthly wives as Christ has loved His church.  Wives, you are to submit to your earthly husband as you would to your priceless and merciful Savior.   
CONCLUSION

Ladies….It is no harder for you to submit to a fallen man than it is for him to love a fallen woman. Do you see what we are saying here?  We are still groaning under the load of our own sin and fallen natures.  We don’t want to submit and we don’t want to love.  We want what we want and we want our spouse to give it to us….and they just cannot. 

Your marriage is a God given opportunity to exalt Christ.  No matter how lowly you may feel or how few opportunities you may have to testify to Christ….if you are married believers you can begin today to proclaim the gospel of Christ’s love for sinners and His worthiness to be obeyed.  One marriage that exalts Christ this way is greater than a lifetime of sermons that do not. But how will you succeed?  
· Begin with your mind.  God says it is so and you are going to trust that it is so.  That is called belief….faith….and faith pleases God.  Already we are on the right track. 

Ephesians 5:32-33  32 This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.  33 Nevertheless, each individual among you also is to love his own wife even as himself, and the wife must see to it that she respects her husband. 

· Next confess to God, that we have not known or understood these great truths in this way. 
1 John 1:9  9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
· Confess the same to your spouse and begin to treat your marriage as a sacred thing. 

· Preach the Gospel to yourselves every day.   This is how:  Lord, I am one of the fallen sinners that you have loved.  You have loved me in my sin and forgiven me because of Christ.  I  purpose today to honor my husband or love my wife because I was unworthy of your love and yet you poured it our richly. 
Romans 5:5-8  the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.  6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  7 For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die.  8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

· Draw from the well of the Holy Spirit.  What God has commanded you to do He has also enabled you to do.  The Holy Spirit is an unending source of the love, peace and patience that you need to live for the Glory of God in your marriage. 
Galatians 5:22-26  22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.  24 Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.  25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.  26 Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another.

Until that day….when Christ church will be with Him in Glory may we be faithful witnesses to The Gospel of Christ’s love for His people

Revelation 19:6-9  6 Then I heard something like the voice of a great multitude and like the sound of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, saying, "Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns.  7 "Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready."  8 It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.  9 Then he said to me, "Write, 'Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.'" And he said to me, "These are true words of God."
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