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Colossians 3:15-17  15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.  16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.  17 Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.
Introduction:  We usually do not think of commanding someone to go to their favorite restaurant or enjoy their favorite vacation.  We think of God commanding us to do what we do not like, what will not bring us pleasure.  Since humans universally chose what they think will benefit them the most [bring them the most pleasure] it follows that God would only command us to do the things we will not do, but must be done anyway.   As the church moves further and further from the true knowledge of God it sinks deeper into this false notion that the commands of God are always burdensome and that preaching the Bible will not provide what we are really seeking. 

1 John 5:3-5  3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome.  4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world-- our faith.  5 Who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?  
I want you to see that in our fallen state we do not know what will bring us greatest benefit and joy.  We are like little children who desire the food that will make us sick and shun what makes us healthy.  Children do not want to get their sleep and they do not know why they feel so bad when they are tired. 
Under these conditions,  God must instruct us or command us what to chose.  This is the context of our verses this morning.  It is actually a command to worship, and it describes worship.  
Contrary to the spirit of our day…..Worship is not whatever you perceive it to be.    Believers are under the authority of the Word of God which instructs us on worship.  God does not desire the vain imaginations of the men’s heart.  He has called us, for the purpose of transforming us.  His chosen means for that is His Word…The Scripture. 
In the OT God ordered every single aspect of worship.  There was absolutely nothing left to the imaginations of men.  The first and second commandment were given to put a lid on human ingenuity in worship.  God revealed Himself as He truly was and was honored by His people in the worship.  
Today, worship is for us.  Take music for example.  Music is perhaps the greatest obstacle to worship in our day.  Let me explain: 
In today’s view of worship, music dominates our understanding.  For some people music is worship.  What does a worship leader do in a modern church?  ….He used to be called a song leader.   In many churches today the worship is a concert, followed by a brief talk.  
Now music is a part of worship and I love Christ Centered Worship music of many kinds.  But, worship is defined by God and we are called to His purpose in worship.  Believers are called to worship Christ in spirit and in truth.  Jesus said to the woman at the well….

John 4:23-24  23 "….an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers.  24 "God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."  
Christ Centered Worship Exalts our Savior.  God’s Word gives us four characteristics of it that you should internalize.  

· It is planted in surrendered hearts.  [15]

· It thrives in the deep knowledge of God’s Word [16]
· It bears fruit to God through teaching, encouraging, singing and gratitude [16]
· It produces a harvest of Glory to Our Lord Jesus Christ [17]
It is planted in surrendered Hearts.  [15]

Colossians 3:15   15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.

Let the peace of Christ:  This is a command.  Believers have peace with God and that peace guards our hearts.

Romans 5:1  Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,

Rule in your hearts:  This has strong overtones of Lordship.  “Rule” means decide for you.   We have peace with God because we have trusted Christ entirely for it.  We have not prayed a prayer or followed a creed of joined a church.  We have come to the living Savior and placed our eternal souls in His hands to save us.  We being no righteousness of our own and hope in nothing we have done or ever will do. 

Titus 3:4-6   4 But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared,  5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,  6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,

Peace comes to us through submission….Now let it rule you.  Men do not worship their servants.  If Christ is just a life coach he is more like an employee than a Master.  If He is not known as Lord and submitted to as Lord, worship is stunted or even killed.  
To which indeed you were called in one body:   God speaks of our call to be a participating part of His local church now.  The way we typically do that is to attend church events together.  There are a couple of key points here.  “To which you were called” is speaking of our submission to Christ.  Here are a few other aspects of your calling.
NAU Romans 1:7 to all who are beloved of God in Rome, called as saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
NAU Romans 8:28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.
NAU Romans 9:26 "AND IT SHALL BE THAT IN THE PLACE WHERE IT WAS SAID TO THEM, 'YOU ARE NOT MY PEOPLE,' THERE THEY SHALL BE CALLED SONS OF THE LIVING GOD."
NAU Galatians 5:13 For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.
The phrase “you were called in one body” describes Christ’s desire and love for the presence of His Church.  It is not that God does not care about His individual children, but He is foremost a Father to His family and a husband to His Bride.  
Intense individuality kills worship.  The emergent movement, which is just another in a long line of North American Church Fads, disparages the body of Christ.  
Chuck Colson describes it this way: “We live in a therapeutic age where everything is measured by how much I get out of it.  The church ought to be measured by what we put into it for God and others.  And we live in an ear of rampant individualism.  So in a very individualistic culture, the whole idea of being a part of a community is countercultural. And it fits perfectly in the what’s-in-it-for-me, narcissistic attitudes prevalent in American culture.”
Christ has called His Bride, His Church to full heart surrender to His rule and He has called us together as a unit.  He loves the whole bride, not just her face or beautiful parts.  

There is a corner to be turned here, brothers and sisters.  A call to a renewed commitment to the church.  Not as an institution.  Not to attendance for attendance sake….for points towards self righteous fulfillment or brownie points with God.  It is a call to love what Christ loves and to be with one another because Christ wants you to be with one another.  He could have called you individually to submit….BUT He makes a point of saying that He called you as one.  What follow then is perfectly logical. 
It thrives in the deep knowledge of God’s Word [16a]

Colossians 3:16a  16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you…. 

Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you:  “Let the Word”  is a command to be taught and to learn.  You cannot do this if you seldom get under the teaching and preaching of the Word of God.   We eat three times a day.  We bath, we sleep, we relax, we recreate….every day.  God has called His children together once or twice a week.  And He has commanded them concerning His Word. 
Richly dwell within you:  Your knowledge of God through His Word needs to increase.  “Dwell” is used to describe something that goes into you and influences you.  It makes its home in you.  It should change you in the inner man.  If you are struggling with sin, or with anxiety or temper or turmoil you need to invite the Word of God to dwell in your heart.  You need to know the very Words of God that address that issue and understand them.  God commands us to do this.  This is the means of our transformation. 
Romans 12:1-2  Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.  2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

“Richly” speaks of how much of the Bible you need.  You need an abundance of it inside you.  It is not a hope with God or a recommendation, but again, it is an outright command to do it.  Would you describe your knowledge of Scripture as “rich?”  If not then this is a command directed right at you.  
It bears fruit to God through teaching, encouraging, singing and gratitude [16b]

Colossians 3:16b  16 ……. with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.
Sometimes it is a little difficult to sort out the Greek word order into English.  The NIV and the ESV do a good job of translating this verse.  

NIV Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.
ESV Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.
The main points here are as follows:  We are to teach one another with wisdom and we are to sing with gratitude in our hearts to God.  Teach with wisdom.  Sing with thanksgiving.  
With all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another:  Wisdom is the word we get Philosophy from [the love of wisdom]. Needless to say there is little about modern philosophy or even ancient for that matter that we would find compatible with God.  Wisdom is defined by the context in which it is used.  In its general sense it means ‘broad, deep, knowledge”  In its more restricted sense it is defined for us by God Himself.  What God calls wisdom is to form the foundation of our teaching. 
· Wisdom requires that we stand in Awe of God: 
Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; Fools despise wisdom and instruction.
· Wisdom is understanding: 

Proverbs 2:2 Make your ear attentive to wisdom, Incline your heart to understanding;
· Wisdom comes from the Word of God:

Proverbs 2:6 For the LORD gives wisdom; From His mouth come knowledge and understanding.
· Wisdom will be pleasant to your soul:

Proverbs 2:10 For wisdom will enter your heart And knowledge will be pleasant to your soul;
· Wisdom has come to us in through union with Christ:

1 Corinthians 1:30 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption,

Let me summarize.  The result of marinating in the word of God is wisdom.   Wisdom comes from God.  Wisdom and understanding are what God says they are. If you knew all the word of God you would have all wisdom.  If you want to have wisdom then make a decision right now to “Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly.”If you want to be wise then decide like Paul to know everything you possibly can about Christ Jesus, who is the wisdom of God in human flesh.  To know Christ is to be wise:  To be wise is to seek knowledge of Jesus Christ in the Word of God. 
Philippians 3:8-10   8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ,  9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith,  10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;
Teaching:  Means explaining to one another what God has made clear in his word.  Not everyone is a teacher, but everyone can learn and everyone can bring someone else to learn.  This would be the universal aspect of this command.  Here is the more specific one:  If you are not a teacher, per se, you are still a “one another.”  That means that in order for the teachers to teach the learners must learn.  The admonition is to us all.  And it is to be done in all wisdom…It is to be centered on the Word of God alone and pursued with obedience as those who have been commanded to teach and learn. Ill:  Most people think I am a teacher, and I am, but my passion is to learn.  I learn from you.  I learn from my children and I learn from other men who are teachers.  Most of all I learn from God’s Word applied to my inner man by the Spirit of God. 
Admonishing one another: “Admonishing” means appealing to the mind.  It rightly comes after teaching.  You cannot exhort or admonish someone to do something they do not know they should do.  You teach them first.  Then you admonish them to do it.  This is a lot like preaching….or at least what preaching should be like.  We teach, we admonish and we do it continually.  That is the sense of both teaching and admonishing….ongoing, never ending pursuit of Christ through the Word of the Living God. 
The BIBLE is central to the worship of God.  Without it you cannot have Christ Centered Worship.  You have man centered chaos that does not exalt Christ as The Lord of Creation, but exalts man as the measure of all things.  Without the Bible the worship gets stranger and stranger, because the things of this earth cannot satisfy the longings of the human heart.  Only Christ exalted can do that. 
Singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs with thankfulness in your hearts to God: I am going to use the ESV translation here because the word order makes sense of the Greek.  
This is the overflow of the heart in praise to God.  For something to overflow it has to have something put into it.  If you fill it with man centered wisdom and pursuits it will over flow with that.  Garbage in garbage out.  Everyone knows this principle in everyday life,  but somehow it gets completely ignored in church. 
Singing Psalms:  The Greek word for “psalm” means to pluck or to strike a cord.  Thayer says it can mean twanging, so it can certainly include southern gospel music.  It for sure includes stringed musical instruments.  Guitars, banjos and the like or if you prefer, harps or lyres.   Here we have music accompanied by stringed instruments. 
Hymns:  This describes a song of praise.    The key thought above is accompaniment and the key thought here is praise to God. 
Spiritual Songs:  This is an ode for a spiritual purpose.  They are made up by people….sometimes on the spot.  They are new and often unfamiliar.  We would call these praise  and worship songs.
Revelation 5:9 And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.
Revelation 15:3 And they sang the song of Moses, the bond-servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, "Great and marvelous are Your works, O Lord God, the Almighty; Righteous and true are Your ways, King of the nations!
It is a shame that there are people who will only sing out of a hymnbook while others will refuse to.  People who will not worship if there are guitars and others that will not do it if there is an organ or only a piano. What are we thinking?  How is the church so polarized over music?  I will tell you.  Because it is an end in itself.  Music has become worship and worship has become about us and how we feel and what we like.  
Worship is not confined to the music….the music is the outpouring of affection and praise for God. Men were created to sing and enjoy music and to adore and enjoy our God. What woman is content if her husband never tells her she is beautiful, desirable and blessed.  The very next verses for next week speak of marriage, because it is the earthly figure of this heavenly relationship with Christ.  
How is there worship if we do not express our deep abiding love for Christ?  How will that grow and become white hot if we do not continue to plumb the depths of Christ?  It will not.  Without pursuit of Christ in the Word there will be no increasing love and worship for Him in His church. 
It produces a harvest of Glory to Our Lord Jesus Christ [17]

Colossians 3:17   17 Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.
Whatever you do in word or deed:  We have been speaking of worship in church, but now God begins to speak of worship in your private world.  I know I said that God had called us into one body, His church.  But He has called us.  Americans in our day need to regain a love and desire for the church of Jesus.  We were called into it and we belong not only to Christ but to one another.  We are not just a collection of individuals anymore than your spouse and children are just a group of people that wondered in off the street.  
But they are all individuals as well as members of the family.  They have identity and they are loved for who they are and not just the position they occupy in the family.  Keeping this straight and balanced is vital.  The American church is unbalanced now….in favor of the individual.  God does not want you to become unbalanced in favor of the body. Your identity as a child of God exists when you leave the worship of the body. 
This last verse puts our lives in perspective.  We are individuals and God knows our name and saved us individually.  Your life as a child of God should not either be just in the church, or just alone apart from it.  You are called to both just like in our families. There is a merging of the two.  So become more devoted to one another.  Care about the gathering of yourselves together.  There is not saving merit in church attendance…there is blessed corporate worship and fulfillment that God has determined can only come through his local church. 
Do all in the name of the Lord Jesus:  Thayer says that “in the name of” refer to “……everything which the name covers”  In other words, Everything that comes to mind or every feeling that hearing the name of Jesus might produce in us. It stands for His Deity, authority and His many excellencies.  
Go to work as an act of worship.  Do your work for Christ and you will never be derailed by the lack of appreciation or abuse suffered at the hands of men. 

Clean you house or stay up all night with a sick or grieving friend because you are in love with Christ and He would and already has done it for you.  

Giving thanks through Him to God the Father:  Life is not fair and is often harsh.  But…you have life.  You have been brought from death to life and you are pursuing Christ’s glory and not your own.  Remember this….you cannot give thanks and gripe about your circumstances at the same time. They are mutually exclusive activities. 
CONCLUSION

Worship begins with your submission to Christ in the inner man, but it cannot stay there. You were called to be part of His Church.  You belong to one another as much as you belong to Christ.  This is the first reality of worship. 
It is fanned into a white hot fire by the Word of God.  I cannot stress this enough.  You need to be taught the Word until it dwells in you richly. It is the source of your knowledge of Christ and to know Christ is to love Him deeply.  Be taught by those who exalt Christ and not by exegetical zombies.  The Word is important because it reveals our blessed and living Savior.
Our submission to Christ, and our passion for His glory must spill over into worship.  Worship cannot be bottled up anymore than true love can be kept a secret. We must tell Christ outwardly and unashamedly that we are His slaves and worshipers.  Anything less is dead, perfunctory, orthodoxy.  Love for, submission to, knowledge of …..will lead to worship of Jesus our Lord.  
You need to jump on this carousel somewhere. Have you ever consciously and decisively yielded your own will to Christ?  This is the starting point of worship. Let the peace of Christ rule your hearts. Let the Word of God dwell in you richly.  If you cannot say that it does the word of God is speaking to you directly here. You need to have the Word richly in you and you need to order your lives to that end.  Finally, exalt Christ with worship and gratitude.  These flow easily and naturally from Christ Centered Submission and Christ Centered study of God’s Word.  If your heart is fully submitted this morning then determine to get in and under the Word.  That is what a Bible believing Church is for.  Let’s begin now to get ready for that day when we will join the multitude before the throne of Christ in Worship ……. 
Revelation 5:12-13  12 saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing."  13 And every created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all things in them, I heard saying, "To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and ever."
Communion:  Ron, Nat, Dave                                    
We are about to bread some bread and share a cup.  Jesus said that they are in remembrance of Him. 

Luke 22:19-20  19 And when He had taken some bread and given thanks, He broke it and gave it to them, saying, "This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me."  20 And in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying, "This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood.

Later God expands our understanding so about His Church.  The body into which each of us has been called.  Just before giving correction about the abuse of the communion Paul tells us the following: 

1 Corinthians 10:15-17  15 I speak as to wise men; you judge what I say.  16 Is not the cup of blessing which we bless a sharing [fellowship] in the blood of Christ? Is not the bread which we break a sharing [fellowship] in the body of Christ?  17 Since there is one bread, we who are many are one body; for we all partake of the one bread.

Bread is greater than the sum of its parts and the church is greater than the sum of its parts.  Apart we are fodder for our enemy the Devil.  Together we are growing into the chaste virgin that will soon meet her glorious groom.  Apart we are body parts, but together we are the body of Christ in this place and time. 
We are going to serve the Bread so that we may remember Christ. Let us also remember to love and honor His bride.  His church is precious to Him.  We are all His. 

The cup, likewise is a fellowship in the blood of Christ. Because He died for our sins we are justified and set apart as God’s workmanship.  All this because of His Blood. 
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