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Take Your Bibles and turn to:
Colossians 3:12-14   12 So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience;  13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.  14 Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. 
Introduction:  God’s Word takes a turn of direction starting with these verses.  Until now there has been a good deal of instruction on how our lives, faith, gospel message, local church, philosophy, war with sin,  and our love for truth all must be centered on and pursued for the Glory of Jesus Christ Himself.  He is our Lord and Savior and His glory is the central purpose for our lives.  Unless Christ is always at the forefront of our thinking we will succumb to a Christless Christianity.  Going through the motions with no love and passion for our Savior. We will have failed to keep the greatest commandment….to love Christ with all our hearts, and minds, and soul and strength. 
God, now begins to apply this reality to our everyday life.  If Christ has become the center of your universe you are going to experience radical change of mind and heart because radical grace has impacted you.  Radical….meaning from the root.  God gives radical grace not superficial grace.  
Michael Horton calls this watered down grace of our day, “divine assistance for the process of moral transformation rather than a one sided divine rescue.  If we are merely wayward, we only need direction; merely sick, we need medicine; merely weak, we need strength.  Radical grace, on the other hand, answers to radical sinfulness---not simply to moral mistakes, lack of zeal, or spiritual lethargy, but to the condition that the Bible defines as nothing less than condemned, “children of wrath,” “dead in trespasses and sins.”    
Faith is dead unless what we believe bear fruit in our daily lives….everyday and in every way. This is why we are going to study this passage.  God is not piling on now with nine things that you must do to be a good Christian.   KEY POINT:  He is describing nine things that God in Grace is working to produce in your life.  Through the instrumentality of Christ centered preaching of His Word, God says that if you determine to do these things you will succeed because our transformation into Christlikeness is a work of Grace in every believer’s life. 
Philippians 2:13 …..it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.
“Where we land on these issues is perhaps the most significant factor in how we approach our own faith and practice and communicate it to the world. If not only the unregenerate but the regenerate are always dependent at every moment on the free grace of God disclosed in the gospel, then nothing can raise those who are spiritually dead or continually give life to Christ’s flock but the Spirit working through the gospel.  When this happens [not just once, but every time we encounter the gospel afresh], the Spirit progressively transforms us into Christ’s image.  Start with Christ   [that is the Gospel] and you get sanctification in the bargain; begin with Christ and move on to something else, and you lose both.”  Michael Horton
Colossians 3:12-14   12 So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience;  13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.  14 Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. 
Since we know that God is working to Exalt Christ and transform us into His image we can look with fresh eyes at these few verses. 
· Christlikeness begins in the heart [12]

· Christlikeness bears mistreatment [13]

· Christlikeness bestows gracious gospel love to others [14]
Christlikeness begins in the heart [12]
Colossians 3:12   12 So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience;
As those who have been chosen of God:  This passage, begins with our standing with God in Christ.  Jesus chose us.  Those with strong feelings about election come face to face with it here.   At the time I believed  it seemed to me that I had finally come to my senses and chosen Christ….But what any of us remember is what human beings are able to know.  Our hearts were suddenly turned to Christ and we believed!  It now falls to God to tell us what actually happened and He never gives any other story than this one. 
John 15:16 "You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain  
John 15:19 "If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you.
Ephesians 1:4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. 

Added to this is the simple reality that we are Christ’s slaves.  The word slaves is often softened in English to servant or bond-servant….but it has no such meaning in Greek.  There it means slave and all slaves have masters and masters chose their slaves.  God has chosen us to be His slaves….BUT 
Beloved: He has loved us.  Ephesians 1:4-5 explains His election of you: 
Ephesians 1:4-5   4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,
God has chosen us like a Master chooses a slave, but He has loved us like a Father loves a son….Like He Loved His own Son. God has loved you as He has loved Jesus Christ, because you are in Christ.  
John 15:9   9 "Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you;

Chosen to be in Christ. Chosen to be loved and chosen to be Holy.

Holy: From the word sanctified or saint.  We have been chosen to be placed into a special group known as saints.  It is the group containing His beloved children and Christ’s bride.  It puts us in His Holy Workshop being transformed daily by the renewing of our minds.  This is who you are  and where you are “in Christ.” 
Put on:  Because of this you are commanded to cloth yourself with certain things.  The image you should take away from this command is reaching for your warmest and most delightfully comfortable sweater, sweatshirt or coat and then sinking down into the warmth and comfort of it.  You would never insert only one arm and leave the rest hanging on the floor.  As Beloved, Children of Christ….put on the garment of Christ.  This is what it looks like so that you may be able to pick it out of your closet: 
Compassion: This is the deepest form of compassion.  Of course you do not have it.  IT is of God.  It only comes from God and was the common way that Jesus felt about the lost and hopeless.  
Matthew 9:36 Seeing the people, He felt compassion for them, because they were distressed and dispirited like sheep without a shepherd.
We are more likely to feel contempt for the lost pagan.  Look at how he lives?  He never considers God.  And that is exactly the point here.  Christ felt compassion in the depths of His body.  It was intense and moving.  The kind of thing you cannot ignore.  If you are going to be Christlike you are going to need this compassion not a few bucks given to World Vision after a natural disaster.  
Kindness:  Actually speaks of moral excellence.  It moves you to acts that have no self-serving interests at all.  Most kindness has a “me” motive.  It makes us look good to be kind. People will think highly of us…..we will think highly of ourselves.  What will people think of me if I am not kind?  This is not that kind of kindness.  It is what caused Christ to offer Himself to be brutally murdered in your place.  It had no me motive.  
Humility: Describes subjugating your will to someone else’s.  To think less about your own needs and wants and more about someone else.  Jesus displayed this toward the Father.  He displayed it at the Cross toward you.  
John 4:34 Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me and to accomplish His work.
Meekness: Sometimes translated gentleness.  It is the outworking of a gentle spirit.  One that is humble and kind and compassionate.  It describes what Jesus called for in response to Peter’s question: 
Matthew 18:21-22  "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?"  22 Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.

It describes how Christ continues to be toward you as His chosen but still fallen child. 

Patience:  Means not being desperate to escape trials or difficult circumstances.  Having no interest in avenging wrongs. It is the opposite of anxiety over our lives and it is not a normal human characteristic.  Worry and anxiety are the norm. 
Now you do not possess these things, but Jesus Christ does.  God is not calling you to do the impossible.  He is not piling condemnation on us for our inability to be good.  He is absolutely not calling us to pretend to have what we know we do not possess.  So what is the point?
You have been chosen by grace apart from your desirability.  You have been loved by grace, apart from your loveliness and you have become God’s workmanship by grace, in spite of your worthiness. 
Now you are to put on Christ by grace….that you might become what Christ is. That when you do you will know and all creation will know that our God is an awesome God…He is a transforming God.   You are commanded to live in the undeserved grace in which you were saved.  
Ephesians 3:17-21  17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love,  18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth,  19 and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.  20 Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us,  21 to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen.

Christlikeness bears mistreatment [13]
Colossians 3:13  13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.
Bearing with one another:  This is an description of a certain aspect of patience.  It means to hold up as in “how are you holding up under all that withering criticism at work?”   It is not just the criticism that galls us is it?  No way!  It is the criticizer that we must endure.  
My dad used to think that you could just get away from this kind of person.  Because of that I attended 14 schools before the 10th grade.  You have all heard the expression, “you can run, but you can’t hide!”  No matter who you are, or who you marry or who your parents are or where you go to church we will have to find a way to “bear with one another.”

This is what Christ does with you.  Many believe they are easy to live with having no abrasive words or manners.  You would be wrong.  We are all fallen, flawed and fickled. But the real question for you this morning is this:  Do you believe Christ Jesus is worthy to be modeled or put on display in your marriage, family, home or workplace?  A simple yes or no will do here. 
Then bear with one another by living in the shadow of the Cross. By being a gospel soaked believer who goes continually to the well of grace to “bear with one another.” 

Hebrews 4:16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
Forgiving each other:  If I could get people to obey this verse, I would become overnight a counseling wizard.  I could solve every marriage problem and bring peace to any church dispute.  It is so painfully simple and yet it is almost never ever done. 
Whoever has a complaint against anyone:  We will blame one another for just about anything.  You forgot to do this or you should have done that.  I don’t like the way…. You fill in the blank.  That person is too uptight, too over confident, too shy, too opinionated.  They are too neat….they are slobs.  They didn’t pick up after themselves.  Here is what God says…..STOP IT!!!  Put on Christ by grace and you will quit blaming one another.  Have you ever stopped to think how petty this all is in light of eternity.  What if you could get every person you have a complaint against to be exactly perfect in your eyes and yet they still went into a Christless eternity? How will they ever see Christ if we will not put Christ on.  Here is the question for you to answer. Do you think Christ is worthy to be worshiped, obeyed,  copied and revealed in the world before men?   

Just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you:  This begs the question: “How has the Lord forgiven you?”  Let me make it more difficult.  How many times have you said, “this is the umpteenth time that I have had to forgive this person?”  How many times has Christ forgiven you?
Are you living in pursuit of Christ?  Yes or No?  Is your life lived to display the glory of Christ or are you just doing what is necessary to get by?  This is one of those revealing commands.  Just hearing it reveals the condition of our hearts.  Do you think Christ is worthy to be worshiped, obeyed, copied and revealed before men in the world.  If yes, then ask Him to give you by grace, this forgiveness He alone possesses. 
Christlikeness bestows gracious gospel love on others [14]

Colossians 3:14  14 Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.
Beyond all these things put on love: Love trumps all parts of this process.  It is the driving force behind compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  It is why we bear with one another and unilaterally decide to forgive one another for annoying us or hurting our feelings.  
1 Corinthians 13:4-7  4 Love is patient [toward one another], love is kind [to one another],  and is not jealous [of one another],; love does not brag and is not arrogant,  5 does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered,  6 does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth;  7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

The perfect bond of unity:   Bond describes a band of ligaments holding joints together.  
· Love is what binds Christ’s church together.  
Colossians 2:19  19 and not holding fast to the head, from whom the entire body, being supplied and held together by the joints and ligaments, grows with a growth which is from God.

· Love is from God. 
1 John 4:7-8   7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.  8 The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love.  
· Love is the foremost commandment of God. 
Mark 12:29-31  29 Jesus answered, "The foremost is, 'HEAR, O ISRAEL! THE LORD OUR GOD IS ONE LORD;  30 AND YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.'  31 "The second is this, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.' There is no other commandment greater than these."

· Love is greater than faith and hope:

1 Corinthians 13:13   13 But now faith, hope, love, abide these three; but the greatest of these is love.
· Love is the first fruit of the Spirit mentioned:

Galatians 5:22  22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love,

No matter how many beautiful bones and organs are laid out on a table, they amount to debris until they are bound together by the ligaments and joints of Love.  Believers, with all their individual talents and blessings become beautiful in the Body of Christ.  Without love for one another and commitment to Christ’s church we are “body parts” at best.
CONCLUSION

Give a sense of finality:   You have not come to Christ on your own.  Instead Christ Himself has chosen you. He did not see any good in you that merited that choice, but loved you with the same love that He has for the Father and that the Father has for Him. He has laid hands on you as a master craftsman takes a piece of wood and begins to fashion it into a thing of beauty.  Your are chosen, set apart for God and unimaginably loved by your Savior. And all of this is by Grace through no merit of your own.  
If God can do such a thing when we were dead in sin and enemies of God, then He can cause us to put on Christ’s compassion, kindness, humility and patience. These are not just gratuitous commands that we cannot keep.  God is telling you that they are yours to put on and sink deeply into.  But you must know them and know about them.  That is why these admonitions are in Scripture.  God uses His Word as the means to conform you to Christ.  If you will put on Christ you will be Christlike.  

Now if you are discouraged then you have been acting alone and in the power of your own self.  You have not understood that you are in vital life giving union with Christ. The Holy Spirit is bent on exalting Christ in your life and God Himself has declared you His project for life.  Your good works are ordained and your glorious transformation into the likeness of Jesus is assured.  
God is not asking you to do more and try harder.  He is calling you to embrace what He has given you in Christ.  He is not telling you to find more compassion.  He is calling you to acknowledge that compassion is from Christ.  He will give it to you, along with His kindness, humility and patience.  
The Christlike life is by grace as surely as your initial salvation.  God brought you to life by the means of the Preaching of the Gospel.  God used that means to save.  Now He perfects by grace.  You are sanctified by the means of obedience to His Word.  After you have obeyed you will have been transformed by His Power alone, by Grace Alone. Speaking of God’s transforming power in His people,  Paul said to the Corinthians: 
2 Corinthians 3:2-18  you are a letter of Christ, cared for by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.  4 Such confidence we have through Christ toward God.  5 Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our adequacy is from God,  6 who also made us adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life…….  12 Therefore having such a hope, we use great boldness in our speech……. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.  18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.
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