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Take your Bible and Turn to: 
Colossians 3:9-11  9 Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices,  10 and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him--  11 a renewal in which there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in all.  

Introduction:  Because I said so…that’s why!  I can still remember my mom or dad’s response to my incessant questions about why I had to do this or not do that.  I recently saw a bumper sticker that simply said, “because I am the mommy, that’s why.”   It is clearly a lot easier to just pull rank then to explain to kids why they should behave in a certain way.  
Like many in our culture, I grew up with a Christian sense of morality with absolutely no idea why I had it or where it came from.  Some assert that Christianity is neither responsible nor necessary for morality.  Atheists claim to have morality without God.   But morality without God is an illusion.  
To begin with, there can be no right or wrong in any absolute sense unless there is an absolute standard by which to measure it.  If culture is the only standard then what is considered treachery and evil in one culture can be thought of as virtuous and good in another culture.  The tribesman of New Guinea, when first told the story of Jesus and the crucifixion, exalted Judas as the hero of the story.  He was the wise and clever one who betrayed his friend brilliantly. 
Secondly, without an absolute standard there can be no accountability outside of ourselves.  In other words, man and what he wants, becomes the measure of all things.  Morality becomes what each man considers it to be in his best interest.  It is a subjective, personal and changing morality.  Your truth, your standards, your morality.  
If there is someone who could just pull rank on us, it would be God.  For many “Christians” this is the main reason they try not to sin But, God does not deal with us this way. 
John 15:15  15 "No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I have heard from My Father I have made known to you.
If the main reason not to sin is that you might get in trouble then God is a cosmic bully.  You have a man centered purpose for moral behavior [TO KEEP YOURSELF OUT OF TROUBLE] and it becomes about you and what God thinks of you and what happens to you and what you are allowed to do etc. etc. 
Consider this: the ten commandments themselves are testimony to God’s Righteousness, but Scripture tells us that keeping them will never justify you before God.  In spite of this,  millions will go to their graves believing precisely that. 

Galatians 2:16  a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified.
Why can’t being good save you?  Because Law righteousness is not Christ Centered.  It depends on and takes pride in your ability to perform righteous acts for God.  God, instead calls us to righteousness that reveals Christ, who is altogether righteous and yet able and willing to save His people from their sins.  By it, Christ is glorified or lifted up in the world. This is your calling and the purpose for which you were created. Christ Centered Morality is driven by love for God’s Glory.  

If you do not have God’s purpose for overcoming sin then you will be doing one of two things;
First;  Trying to hide your sin [the way you did when you were a kid].  This begins and is carried out by hiding it from one another.  Trying to get a typical evangelical church goer to admit to being a sinner is like getting a politician to say what he really believes.  I once sat in an elders meeting where this Scripture was being read. 
1 Corinthians 6:9-11  Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals,  10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God.  11 Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.

The reader concluded the reading with this comment:  “I know that none of us were ever any of these things.”  Then why were we washed?  Why were we sanctified and Justified in Christ Jesus?  Believers need to own their fallenness if we are ever to see the Glory of God in delivering us from it. 
Second; You will be rationalizing your sin away.  Adults should know that God sees everything, so we have to do this differently than children.  We have to explain our sins away.  A lie is not really a deception if you just let someone believe an untruth.  I didn’t really steal that money, I just let them give me the wrong change.  I did not really gossip because the other person already knew about it before I spoke to them.  In other words we hide our sin by just redefining it….which leads to self-righteous pride.  We feel vindicated and accepted by God because we are good.  God says…no way! 
1 John 1:8   8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.

The Scriptures call is to a God Exalting and Christ Centered Morality.  Jesus and His glory are the main reason for us to kill sin and live in truth.  Such living puts Christ on display in the world and fulfills God’s purpose for your life.  It will keep you from a Christless Christian life, one in which we act Christian and talk Christian, but do not love, honor, exalt and worship Jesus Christ. We take the bow for our transformed life or we live in fear that the real us will be revealed.  Instead of this charade, Christ has become the sole provider of your righteous lives.  The Bible here gives us three compelling reasons to love the truth and live in it daily. 
· Christ has destroyed the power of deceit with His truth.  [9]
· Christ has given His life and truth to His Children [10]

· Christ has chosen fallen men without regard for their merit [11]
Christ has destroyed the power of deceit with His truth.  [9]

Colossians 3:9-10   9 Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices,  10 and have put on the new self
Do not lie to one another: Apparently the fear of exposure or the penalty that accompanies lying is insufficient to get men to tell the truth.  Men will lie to the police, to the judge, to the jury.  They will do it under oath with a hand on a Bible.  All this in spite of the fact that you can go to jail for it.  

Men and women lie to their spouses about things they bought, said, did and wanted.  They lie about how they feel and what they think even though such things are virtually guaranteed to hurt or even destroy the intimacy that we so desire. 

Christians will lie to each other in church.  They will speak behind one another’s back, but then say they did not.  They will lie about their feelings and their desires even though such things are always going to damage their relationships.
Like children, we spend a lot of energy just trying to keep from being caught, not realizing that we already are caught.  The one person in the universe that really matters already hears every word out of our mouths and has already compared it to the truth. 

When believers lie, they are affirming that they do not believe in the God of the Bible. The one who is all knowing, everywhere present and is the source of truth in the universe. They become practical atheists, behaving as if there is no Sovereign God to whom we must give an account.     
Scripture commands you not to lie, but unlike the careless parent, God gives you the reason for the command.   Truth glorifies Christ Jesus and not just a command on a list.  There is a list, spelling out the righteousness of God in the ten commandments, but that list is ABOUT GOD not man.  When we lie we hide the glory of Christ. When we pride ourselves in telling the truth we exalt ourselves as good.  The Biblical reason not to lie is crucial to the purpose of your lives…to glorify Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.  Truth reveals Jesus for the blessed source of truth that He is. 
Since you laid aside the old self:  This is another way of stating the theme of this chapter.  Union with Christ.  God has united His Children to Christ through faith.  Here God speaks of that union by contrasting two men.  The word “self” is actually the Greek word for man:  

There have been two sinless men on the Earth.  One was beguiled by Satan and sinned.  The other was tempted in every way, yet did not sin.  One brought us death and separation from God at a genetic and cellular level through no fault of our own. The other brought us life and union with God through no merit of our own.  The first is Adam and the second is Christ.  
1 Corinthians 15:21-22  21 For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead.  22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.

God is not describing two competing natures in you here.  He is continuing the argument for why you can and should kill sin and live in the truth.  You have been united to God and your life is hidden with Him in Christ.  If you will fight you will win!  These commands are the means He Himself has chosen to bring us to Christlikeness.  

With its evil practices:  The Greek word translated practices describes the behavior that characterizes the old man.  We can’t see if a person has come to Christ,  but their practices reveal a lot.  You are not a Christian on the basis of your actions.  That puts us right back into the elemental principles of this world.  But, there are practices that accompany dead Adam and those that accompany life in Christ.  How are we to understand the fact that we still lie?  One of two ways.  
First: If you see no problem with lying as long as you do not get caught and it does no harm [as near as  you can tell] then there is probability that you have not been raised to life with Christ. You are simply living a lie yourself.   
Second: You have not yet laid aside the evil “Christ hiding” practices of dead Adam  to reach for new “Christ Exalting” behavior in Jesus.  Have you trusted Christ alone for your salvation or are you still a moralist who believes that God is weighing you in the balance to see if you will transform yourself and be good?  If you have trusted Christ alone, it is time to take the next step in your transformation. 
And have put on the new self [ man]:  This taking off and putting on are done already by God through faith in Christ. Both are described in Greek as completed actions.  They describe our condition before God.  The call now is to appear like what we have become in reality: No longer clothed like we were dead in Adam, but clothed in truth like we are gloriously living in union with Christ.  This fulfills the purpose for which God created you.  To reveal Him in His Glory….You are His image bearer and a witness to the glory, mercy and redemption of Christ the Son. 
This is who you are and how you stand before God in Christ so let’s look and live like it.  Your righteousness comes from God alone through Christ.  It is not from trying harder or doing more. If you believe that,  you will slip right back into the error and failure of living a lie before men. You will either be hiding your sin or crowing about your own righteousness. Both dishonor God equally.  This exhortation is about knowing and embracing your life giving union with God in Christ. You can be truthful because you are united to Christ Jesus who said: 
John 14:6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; 
Christ has given His life and truth to His Children [10]

Colossians 3:10 and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him--
Who is being renewed to a true knowledge:  God will now explain to you why there is still a struggle to live righteously in this world.  Do not listen to your inner voice at this point.  It has nothing to say.  I know you have tried and failed to live in righteousness. God has full understanding of the paradox we face.  Turn in your Bibles now to: 
1 John 1:8 - 2:1   8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.  9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His word is not in us. 1 John 2:1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;

Don’t say you don’t have sin, but confess your sinfulness freely to God.  Verses nine and ten, not only tells you to confess [admit and agree with God] your sin, but your sinfulness and fallenness to God.  Then John says don’t sin, but when you do Christ Jesus, who chose you before the foundation of the world, who knew all your sin from birth to the grave, who loved you anyway to the point of taking your penalty for sin, who died for you….that Jesus Christ….the one who sits at the right hand of the Father on His throne with Him….that is your lawyer in heaven, pleading your cause.  
Do you ever wonder what Jesus says there?  “Lord, Paul is really a pretty good guy.  You can overlook that lie or that thought or word.  Look at all the good he has done.  He deserves a pass.”  If you believe anything even remotely like that you are a moralist.  You think salvation comes by works of your own.  By your intrinsic goodness that God will recognize.  Some even believe that their “faith in Christ” gets added to the list of good things they have done.  

This is what Christ says:  Father, Paul is one of the fallen sinners that you have given me. I have paid the price for His sin with my own life.  If that were not a completed transaction, he would be eternally lost.  He is still groaning in his fallen body on a fallen earth.  
Romans 8:22-23  22 For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.  23 And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body. 

He is my workmanship….the work will be completed when I bring Him to Glory through death or when I return in Glory for all my dear children.  
Ephesians 2:10   10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

Lord…I already paid for His sin and he continues to be renewed to a true knowledge of me. 
Hebrews 2:17-18   17 Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.  18 For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted.

According to the image of the One who created him:  The reason to live in truth and kill sin is that we possess a glorious life in Christ. Trying to appear righteous when we are not will not bring about that glorious life in Christ.  You are united with the new man, to become new in Christ.  
2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.
Your life today is the ongoing transformation into that Blessed Image of Christ. The outcome is determined because it was definitively accomplished by union with Christ.  
· The miracle of union with Christ is the certainty that it will happen  
· Your obedient knowledge of Scripture is the means to make it happen 
· The indwelling of the Holy Spirit provides the power to make it happen. 

Christ has chosen fallen men without regard for their merit [11]
Colossians 3:11 a renewal in which there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in all.
A renewal in which there is no distinction:  This process of transformation is not of men.  This verse is intended to drive home the point and strike a death blow to “moralism” and self-righteousness. God does it by comparing common groups in that day.  Some were considered better or worse morally than others.  
Greek and Jew:  The first one is pretty logical.  The Jews were God’s chosen people.  They had the law, the prophets and Christ Himself.  This is the national or racial comparison.  Until very recently, people who were born in America considered themselves already Christian and therefore not in need of the Gospel or repentance.  If Christians go to heaven and if Americans are Christians then I must be going to heaven.  
John 8:39   39 They answered and said to Him, "Abraham is our father." Jesus said to them, "If you are Abraham's children, do the deeds of Abraham.
Romans 3:1-2  Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the benefit of circumcision?  2 Great in every respect. First of all, that they were entrusted with the oracles of God.   
Circumcised and uncircumcised:  This is the religious or ritual comparison.  Today, we might hear someone say…”I was baptized a “_____”  “I attend mass or go to confession.”  “I give to the church or volunteer my time.”  To those who trust in such things God says…I renew to eternal life those who have done none of these things and followed no religion and done no good deeds.  
Why is this important?  Because with three words it declares worthless everything that men do to make themselves right with God.  All works are meaningless for salvation and equally meaningless for renewing your life in the image of Christ. 
Barbarian:  This person is different from you.  They are illegals and uneducated thugs. They are crude and rude or they are people who speak a foreign language and eat cats and dogs.  They are the people we don’t like culturally and believe me when I say, they don’t much like you either.  To them, you are the barbarian.  God saves men and women like this and begins the process of renewing them into the image of Christ.  
Scythian:  In Paul’s day they were regarded as the wildest and crudest of all barbarians. Twenty-five years ago, most people would raise their eyebrows when I told them I was from Georgetown.  They were barbarians in the minds of many.  Pickups, gun racks, chewing tobacco, Harleys and Drugs.  I remember hearing some of the native folk there speaking of the scandalous behavior of someone who lived in Volcanoville, about 20 miles up the mountain.  This is what Paul means by Scythian…..Barbarians….no problem….God even saves Scythians.   

Slave and freeman:  One final contrast between those who belong to someone else.  They are not able to make basic human decisions about where to live and what to do for work and food.  They are slaves and are low on the social order.  The freeman is the one born free.  He owns them. He lives as he pleases in this life and even uses the slave to facilitate it.  Your condition socially matters absolutely nothing to God.  It is neither a liability or an asset to him even though it is huge in your mind. 
Philemon 1:10-18  10 I appeal to you for my child Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my imprisonment,  11 who formerly was useless to you, but now is useful both to you and to me…..  15 For perhaps he was for this reason separated from you for a while, that you would have him back forever,  16 no longer as a slave, but more than a slave, a beloved brother, especially to me, but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 
But Christ is all, and in all: Truth and righteousness are about revealing who Christ is and not about showing off who we are.  Our failures serve to prove to us what God has said all along.  We are a work in progress. 
Galatians 2:17-21  17 "But if, while seeking to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have also been found sinners, is Christ then a minister of sin? May it never be!  18 "For if I rebuild what I have once destroyed, I prove myself to be a transgressor…..21 "I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly."

The point here is plain: If we can save ourselves we do not need Christ. He died for nothing.  If we can transform ourselves we do not need Christ….He lives in us for nothing.   All men are exactly equal at the foot of the Cross and they will be brought to Glory by Christ….who is all there is and in all that is His. 
CONCLUSION

Colossians 3:9-11  9 Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices,  10 and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him--  11 a renewal in which there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in all.  

Give a sense of finality:   This is Paul’s final word on killing sin, before He begins with the glorious work of replacing it with Christlikeness. He chooses the truth to showcase our complete dependence on what God has done for us in Christ.  
Do not say to yourselves now or ever, “I need to try to be more truthful.”  That is entirely the wrong thing and defies the spirit of the Word of God here.  Say this instead: “Blessed Lord Jesus.  You have delivered me from the realm of darkness and lies and death and hell.  Nothing I did could have prevailed to save me, because I was born in Adam [the old man] and had no ability to pay for my sin.  You placed me in Christ [the new] and are everything to me.  I want to exalt you in love because of who you are.”   
For this reason Lord give me a renewed sense of how you have loved me and delivered me.  Put in my heart the desire for truth, because you are truth and your Word is truth.”
Answer this Questions:  SO WHAT?  How we live for Christ is crucial.  It is not enough to hide your sin or to rationalize it.  God has called us to embrace it and flee in dependence to Christ.  You must know and believe that God has delivered you from sins power over you and you are now His project.  Your eager battle with sin is waged for His Glory to be seen in the world and never for your own righteousness to be affirmed.  We have no righteousness of our own and never will.  It is for the Glory of our Jesus that we live in truth and walk in righteousness.  Get this right and your life is going to change and grow in truth.  

Ask for a verdict:  Get low now before God.  Understand your dependence and how you are loved.  Pray with me now to affirm how worthy Jesus is to be followed and obeyed.  And resolve to know Him more in the Word.  Resolve, with His help to quit being so casual about your sin and your life and your pursuit of God.  You cannot be a part time disciple of Christ. You cannot pursue the knowledge of God when you have nothing else more pressing.  Give yourself to going hard after Christ for His glory.  Do it now….not tomorrow. 
Jude 1:20-25  20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit,  21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life.  22 And have mercy on some, who are doubting;  23 save others, snatching them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with fear, hating even the garment polluted by the flesh.  24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy,  25 to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.
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