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Take your Bibles and turn to:
Colossians 3:5-8   5 Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.  6 On account of these the wrath of God is coming.  7 In these you too once walked, when you were living in them.  8 But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth.  

Introduction:   You have all heard the saying that the only things that are certain in life are death and taxes?  But even taxes cannot be collected from the dead.  The Government has no way of taxing the dead because they have left everything taxable to someone else. That might be one of the few things positive to be said about death. 
In Colossians physical death is not in view, but a grander truth essential to our daily Christian life.   In Christ,  you are dead to the things that animate this world.  
Colossians 2:20 If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees……
BUT alive to the things of God and Christ. [3:1]  This is conversion in its purest form.  And it is not something you do for yourself.  The metaphor of life and death simply does not allow for any works of men. Men do not give themselves life ever. 

The entire concept is summed up on 3:3.  The world no longer controls you so that you must think, act and justify yourself as it does.  Instead your life is now safely tucked into the person of God.  Your life has been inserted into the very trinity of God Himself with Christ.  Where Christ is you are. [Col. 3:3]
This is who you are!  You are not struggling to be good enough for God or wondering if you have believed hard enough, repented sincerely enough or felt sorry enough.  You are a sinner, for whom Christ died on the Cross.  He took your penalty, bore your sin, paid your debt and you are now dead….to the claims of sin and Satan on your life. 

1 Corinthians 15:55-57   55 "O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?"  56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law;  57 but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Sin no longer has power over you. We are no longer slaves to sin, but slaves to Christ.  We are no longer alive to the world and its lusts and sins, but alive to Christ with all that that means. 

Romans 6:14   14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.

God now gives us a command to fight sin,  because every child of God will prevail in that fight.  Like any war, we will not win all the battles, but the victorious outcome is assured.  This fight of faith is the calling of every believer.  You may not opt out!  If your are in Christ then you are in the conflict and God is your commander.  He cannot be defeated and we are with Him. 

Philippians 2:12-13  work out your own salvation with fear and trembling,  13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

Here are the marching orders to the Colossians:  Kill Sin!  Yes….that is what the Greek word means.  Your obedience is the means that God will use to perfect you in the image of Christ. When that is done, it will be to the glory of God and not you. BUT….for now, we are under command to use these means of grace to secure the blessing God has ordained for us.  Here are four crucial reasons to KILL SIN:   
· Kill Sin Because you have the power to do it [5]

· Kill Sin Because it hides the Glory of God from men [6]

· Kill Sin Because its death Exalts our Savior. [7]

· Kill Sin Because it wounds Christ’s own Children [8]

Kill Sin Because you have the power to do it [5]

Colossians 3:5  5 Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.
Put to death therefore what is earthly in you:  We feel the blush of guilt when we read a command like this.  How you respond now is critical:

You can stay away from the Scripture and all things Biblical, because they make you feel guilty.  The preaching of the gospel can have that effect on people, because of the simple truth that we are all hopelessly guilty before God until we trust Christ alone to take the punishment we merit.  Staying away from Bible preaching allows you the sense of neutrality.  “I don’t have anything against Christ….I am just not into religion.”  This excuse only works until the final day when Jesus says:  
Luke 11:23   23 Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.
You can try harder and do more…  BUT no one is able to kill sin on their own.  Human beings simply do not possess the ability to overcome sin by trying harder or doing more.
Romans 7:22-24  22 For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being,  23 but I see in my members another law waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members.  24 Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?

You can come to the realization that your Sanctification will never be achieved by what you do.  God takes all credit for our salvation, right?  BUT consider this: it required a host of human means and interventions, reaching back to the Cross.  There were the Apostles who went about preaching and writing the New Testament.  Those who translate the Scripture and generation after generation of men and women who became witnesses and disciple makers.  Human means God uses to bring about His purposes. 
Romans 10:13-15  13 For "everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved."  14 But how are they to call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching?  15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!"

God has determined to employ human means to bring about His purposes in your life.  The reality that you are a sinner makes His work all the more glorious and awesome. 

Philippians 1:6  6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.

Here then is God’s evaluation of the state of your Christian Life.  He alone has saved you by the human means.  He has also determined to transform you into the image of Christ  by joining you to Christ [alive to Christ].  He then commands you to do what He has already made possible for you to do…..Go to war with sin.  
Sexual immorality: This obscures the purpose for which God made man and therefore obscures the image of God.  Sex is absolutely not the issue in Sexual immorality.  The issue is unfaithfulness to the revealed image of God.  One of the things that God intended to reveal about himself in humanity was His love and faithfulness for them.  Immorality suppresses that and is therefore a terrible sin. 
Ephesians 5:29-32   29 for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church,  30 because we are members of His body.  31 FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND SHALL BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH.  32 This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.

Impurity:  Describes living entirely for oneself and one’s own interests.  Narcissism, that  hides who God really is.  He is compassionate toward His people.  He acts to care for us.  
Passion:  When included in a list like this it describes intense passion for pleasing oneself.  Passion for a spouse is what Christ had at the Cross.  Passion to please oneself is what Herod had when…. 
Acts 12:21-23  1 On an appointed day he, having put on his royal apparel, took his seat on the rostrum and began delivering an address to them.  22 The people kept crying out, "The voice of a god and not of a man!"  23 And immediately an angel of the Lord struck him because he did not give God the glory, and he was eaten by worms and died.  
Evil desire: Sometimes translated lust.  Solomon described men like this in Proverbs. 
Proverbs 4:14-17  14 Do not enter the path of the wicked And do not proceed in the way of evil men.  15 Avoid it, do not pass by it; Turn away from it and pass on.  16 For they cannot sleep unless they do evil; And they are robbed of sleep unless they make someone stumble.  17 For they eat the bread of wickedness And drink the wine of violence.

Covetousness, which is idolatry: Idolatry occurs at the moment anything in this world is more important to you than God.   It happens when our things are “our things” and not what God has given us for life and happiness.  It can be the shopping cart of the homeless just as easily as the estate of the wealthy.  Both have this in common.  God is not revealed as the giver of life and possessions.  He is not revealed at all.  His Glory is suppressed in each of these and that is why God has enabled and then commanded you to kill sin.  It hides His Glory in Creation. 
Kill Sin Because it hides the Glory of God from men [6]
Colossians 3:6   6 On account of these the wrath of God is coming. 
On account of these the wrath of God is coming:  If you have opted for the idea that you need to “do more and try harder,” then this is a threat from God to  you.  If you don’t perform,  then God is going to pour out wrath on you.  If you see this as a threat, then you are a moralist.  You believe that God sits in heaven waiting for you to sin and fail so that He may punish you like the unfaithful child that you are.   Here is what God has to say about you and wrath: 

Romans 5:8-9  God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God.

1 Thessalonians 1:9-10   how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God,  10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.
1 Thessalonians 5:9   9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,

A statement like this shows how serious sin is to God.  It hides His Glory that is supposed to be seen in you…His image bearer.  Christians often do not take their sins seriously.  Once delivered from their penalty by Grace you can become very casual about telling the truth to one another or to the world.  Christians often seem to have no sense of the gravity of their remaining sin because God in Grace has put the wrath of God on Christ.  Here is what God has to say about those who defy Him and wrath: 
Romans 2:3-5   3 Do you suppose, O man- you who judge those who do such things and yet do them yourself- that you will escape the judgment of God?  4 Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance?  5 But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God's righteous judgment will be revealed.

Romans 2:8-9   8 but for those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury.  9 There will be tribulation and distress for every human being who does evil, the Jew first and also the Greek,

Now, make no mistake here dear ones.  God has NOT appointed you to wrath, but that does not mean that you do not deserve it.  He has poured out His wrath on His Own Son Jesus Christ instead of you.  Isaiah speaking of Christ said:
Isaiah 53:7-11   7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth.  8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for his generation, who considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people?  9 And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth.  10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an offering for sin, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.  11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities.

God resents being suppressed and hidden.  He is intent on His own glory being known in His own Creation.  God is the supreme good in creation and the only source of it.  To suppress the knowledge of God is to suppress the knowledge of the greatest good.  It is to prefer the gifts to the giver. The creature to the creator.  It is infinitely offensive, even by human standards. 
Romans 1:18-19  18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.  19 For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them.

Christians need to renew their concern over their own sin.  When we take it lightly we take our Savior lightly.  What has Christ delivered you from?  Oh….not much really….we are still living pretty much like we always did.  Was He crushed, bruised, abused, hated, spat upon, beaten and murdered for nothing all that serious? 

Sin suppresses the Glory of Christ to save and deliver His people.  After Paul’s memorable admonition to work because that is how Christ works…
Philippians 2:12  2 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, …..He goes on to say this….
Philippians 2:14-15   14 Do all things without grumbling or questioning,  15 that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world,

Christians who take sin seriously….will stop griping and questioning God….so that they may shine, but that light is Christ Jesus Himself of whom Paul said, 

2 Corinthians 4:3-7  3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishing.  4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  5 For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake.  6 For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us.

Kill Sin Because its Death Exalts our Savior. [7]

Colossians 3:7   7 In these you too once walked, when you were living in them.

In these you too once walked: You do not need to falter, even though you are disappointed in your progress.   Satan, our accuser taunts us if we will listen to him:  “Look at the pathetic excuse of a Christian you are.”  “You have been a believer for how long now and you still speak to your wife or child that way?”  “You still would prefer to curse someone in traffic rather than pray for them?”   Yes…he can beat us up when we sin.  But, know this…Satan is hiding these truths from you.  Christ has delivered you from the penalty and the power of sin.  We believe the first by faith, but begin to stumble on the second.  Your walking  and living in sin was in the past. Let’s just make sure.
When you were living in them:   We will take a quiz.  Have you ever resisted sin successfully?  Has God Himself changed your heart so that you want to fight your sin?  YES.  ABSOLUTELY!  If  that change were not true,  Satan would not  need to lie and accuse you. He would already own you.  You would be content in your sin and even wonder why anyone would behave otherwise.  It is our salvation that makes us concerned about our daily sin.  Unbelievers have no such concern.  They live and walk in sin. 
1 Peter 4:4   4 With respect to this they are surprised when you do not join them in the same flood of debauchery, and they malign you;

Transition Review:

Verse Five is to remind us that sin is earthly and not heavenly.  Not everything on the earth is sin,  but only those things which exalt man and obscure Christ’s Glory. 
Verse Six is to remind you that sin is serious.  The entire idea of pushing down God and who He is should be appalling to us.  It is that wicked and rebellious attitude of the heart that God opposes with wrath now and wrath to come. 
Verse Seven is to remind us of what we have escaped sin’s power in Christ.  We were alive to the world, but dead to Christ.  You are now dead to the world, but alive to Christ.  Before the world had power over you and Christ did not.  Now Christ has power over you and the world does not!  Salvation is a legal transaction in which God declares you righteous when you are not.  Sanctification is a daily process in which God makes you righteous when you are not.  Both exalt Christ as King over sin and death.  

It may surprise you to find that Charles Spurgeon had these same struggles:
“Whenever I feel that I have sinned and desire to overcome that sin for the future, the devil at the same time comes to me and whispers, “How can  you be a pardoned person and accepted with God while you still sin in this way?”  If I listen to this I drop into despondency, and if I continued in that state I should fall into despair, and should commit sin more frequently than before:  but God’s grace comes in and says to my soul, “You have sinned, but did not Christ come to save sinners?”  “You are not saved because you are righteous, for Christ died for the ungodly.”  And my faith says, “Though I have sinned, I have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, and though I am guilty, yet by grace I am saved and I am a child of God still.”  And what then?  Why the tears begin to flow and I say, “How could I ever sin against my God who has been so good to me?  Now I will overcome that sin,” and I get strong to fight with sin through the conviction that I am God’s child.”  CH Spurgeon
Killing sin exalts God and Christ our Savior by glorifying Jesus as the one who has defeated sin and destroyed death at the Cross.   
1 Peter 2:12   12 Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may because of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation.

Matthew 5:16  16 "Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.
Kill Sin Because it wounds Christ’s own Children [8]

Colossians 3:8   8 But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth.

But now you must put them all away: The cruelty of children to one another is legend, As is the brutality of Christian to Christian.  Here is a short list, but make no mistake….These five sins ignite a world of destruction in the family of God and mankind.  They are targeted for death because they wound, grieve, damage and destroy people made in the image of God and redeemed ones that He bought with His own blood. 

Anger:  From the word we get orgy from.  It describes uncontrolled emotions that just swell up and burst the dam.   It is far different from the way you feel when the wicked prevail or the righteous are crushed in court.  This is a lot like rage. 
Wrath:  From the word we get thermos from.  It means heated anger.  Perhaps you can remember the times when you have had it.  Your face was flushed and hot and you felt like you were going to explode.  Maybe you even did. 
Malice: “Ill will and desire to injure.”  Thayer says that it is not afraid to break the law in order to get even.  How many times has this been the driving force in church disputes.  One would think sometimes that no one had ever read the Scripture at all.  I have had lifelong believers tell me that they knew what the Bible said, but they were simply not going to do it.  They could not do and say what they wanted to others if they bowed to the Scripture. 
Slander:  From the word we get “blasphemy” from.  It describes just reaming someone out for their faults. It means calling them names and trying to injure their good name with words.  There is no consideration that we are both Christ’s children and will be with Him together at the marriage table in heaven. 
Obscene talk: Abusive and filthy speech.  Enough said!
CONCLUSION

God has given you the power to kill sin in your life because they hide His Glory from the world.  Christ is exalted in the world when His Children effectively kill sin in their lives. 
Salvation is definitive and never to be repeated, but this war is ongoing and daily.  If you are defending a hill against enemy troops you must fight every one that comes up.  We are not at ease in this world.  Peter said we were strangers here…even aliens.  We are living behind enemy lines.  Until you believe that, you are just another confused and battered Christian.  Here is the truth: 
· God has made you alive to Christ and dead to this world. 
Colossians 3:3   3 For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.

· You are a soldier assured of victory if God can just get you to put on your armor, take up your sword and fight. 

Ephesians 6:10-11  10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might.  11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.  

· You are internally armed with the indwelling Spirit. 

Galatians 5:22-23  22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

· Your good works are predestined for you to do.  
Ephesians 2:10  0 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.
The fight against sin is a fight to display the glorious, gracious, compassionate and sacrificial Jesus before the eyes of men and creation.  By it we declare Christ worthy of our worship and our obedience.  It is your purpose and calling in life…to glorify Christ and enjoy Him forever.  If you embrace that now you will embrace God’s reason for righteous living.  The Gospel is for sinners like you and me who will struggle with sin and have struggled with it….yet we can and will say with Paul….
1 Timothy 1:11-17   11 according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, with which I have been entrusted.  12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because He considered me faithful, putting me into service,  13 even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent aggressor. Yet I was shown mercy because I acted ignorantly in unbelief;  14 and the grace of our Lord was more than abundant, with the faith and love which are found in Christ Jesus.  15 It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all.  16 Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life.  17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.
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