Do You Have Christ Centered Thinking?
Colossians 3:1-4
October 17th, 2010
Pastor Paul O. Anthes

Take your Bibles and turn to: 
Colossians 3:1-4 Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  2 Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.  3 For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  4 When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory. 

Introduction:  Conversion to Christ affects every part of your being; intellect, emotion and will.  What we think, how we feel and what we want.    If we were to chose one word to define conversion it would be “change.”  When you convert money it changes from dollars to something else.  The Scripture describes a change of heart, a change of desire and a change of mind.  It is this conversion to Christ that is the defining characteristic of saving faith. 
Did you know that you have not just been forgiven by God?  You have been loved by God and this is vastly different.  God is not just turning a blind eye to your sin, but in unimaginable love has crushed His own priceless Son instead of you.  And Jesus was a willing and knowing partner.  No one has ever loved you like Jesus.  God intends for you to experience that love. 
Romans 5:5-8  “the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.  6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  7 For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die.  8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”

At conversion, God gives a new heart.  The old one is said to be of stone and the new one of flesh. Soft, living, warm and shapeable. This would describe a converted will. 
Ezekiel 36:26-27  26 "Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  27 "I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.  [cf. Heb. 10:16]
Perhaps nothing is more immediately impacted by saving faith then our minds.  God says that He writes upon our new hearts, but notice…He also writes upon your mind because your mind is the driving force behind all that you do.   It sets the course of your lives. 
God is calling us to pursue Him with our minds.  It is an intense call!  “Set your Minds!”  It is a command to you. Ignorance of God in our minds is not only tragic, but disobedient.  
God has not said how much you need to know.  I set my mind on Him when I was 15 and knew almost nothing about the Bible or my Lord.  The pulpits and seminary halls are awash in men with great knowledge of Greek, Hebrew and Scripture who throw their learning in the face of Christ every day.  They have no mind for God.  No desire to pursue Him as a man does His lover.  You may be as ignorant today as a stone,  but you may still SET YOUR MIND on Christ. 
God commands us but also shows us how to pursue God.  You may be casual about your pursuit of God right this moment, but you could leave here in a few moments with a mind set on Him.  Here are the things you need to know [with your mind] and embrace [with your will] that will ignite a pursuit of God in your life.  Your age does not matter.  The younger or older the better. Every born again believer in this room has the exact same amount of time left to pursue God.  FOREVER!  Here is what you absolutely need to know to do it. 
God has made you alive in Christ Jesus [1]

God has created you to yearn for Christ  [1b-2]

God has destroyed the power of death over you in Christ [3]

God has destined you for glory in Christ [4]
God has made you alive in Christ Jesus [1]

Colossians 3:1  Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ:  The contrast here is with the passage immediately preceding.  The word “if” is actually better understood as “since,”  or “because you have been.”  It is the same construction that we found just a few verses before.  
Colossians 2:20-23   20 If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as,  21 "Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!" 

Chapter two ends with a scathing denunciation of legalism as a means to godliness.  The elementary principles of the world believes that what you do makes you right with God.  Our righteousness is defined by us and what we do not handle, do not taste and do not touch.  This kind of thinking is of the earth.  It is the way the world thinks and it is fatally flawed.  Why?  Because, religious rituals and legalism not only do not make us righteous before God, but they actually hinder our transformation into the image of Christ. 
How?  By becoming an end in themselves.  They pander to the pride of men.  “I don’t do this and never touch that.”  “I am better than men who do.”  It is a self-perfection and God wants nothing to do with it, because the heart of men….your heart and mine need to be transformed by God and God alone.  Righteousness must flow from a transformed heart or it is worldly. Jesus and Isaiah both spoke of men who honor God with their lips, their religion and their ritual, but do not love Him.  External religion is earthly…it is worldly.  Christ was dead to it.  Even when He lived on earth, he could not be bullied into manmade religion by the Pharisees. For this He was hated. 
Just as surely as Jesus died to the power the world had over Him and went into the tomb…He arose to newness of life.  Have you trusted Christ alone to take your place before the judge of Creation?  You are worthy of death because you have violated every law of God either in reality or in your heart.  What can you ever do to rectify that. How will you ever pay the fine, or serve the sentence you deserve?  God Himself says, you will never, ever be able to do it.  

Romans 3:20-24  by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.  21 But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets,  22 even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is no distinction;  23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  24 being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus;

The Gospel tells you to come fully to the foot of the Cross.  Christ has born your sin there. He has done what you may never do. He has satisfied the justice of God on your behalf and you are forgiven, redeemed and loved.  You are washed and clothed and seated at the table of your heavenly father.  Coming in your own righteousness is such an affront to Christ.  To believe for one minute that anything you will ever do or not do will make you more or less righteous is tragic. You have been miraculously bonded to Jesus Christ and He alone is your righteousness.  That is the heavenly truth….have your forsaken the earthly one for it?

So here is the first reality today.  God has made you alive because He has joined you miraculously to Christ.  Christ is alive.  Christ Jesus is the God of Creation and the author of life.  Not a single act of yours will effect that. God want you to live righteously.  But, that will be His doing.  He, by Himself saved you from your sins and He is changing you now into the image of Christ.  Life comes to you because Christ called to you and you heard Him and lived.  Any other thought is of the world…the earth.
John 5:25-26  25 "Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live.  26 "For just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself;  

God has created you to Yearn for Christ  [1b-2]

Colossians 3:1-2  keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  2 Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.
Keep seeking the things above:  This verb indicates that we have been seeking.  It now becomes a command to literally “keep continually seeking upwardly.”  The idea is to persist in looking heavenward and not earthward in our daily life.  Religion and self righteousness cannot become ends in themselves.  That is earthly and meaningless.  Heaven, likewise cannot become an end in itself.  It drains the joy and vitality out of your earthly lives to think that way.  

There is an old Barbershop song called, “Everybody wants to go to heaven…but nobody wants to die!”  Funny?  Yes!  But true!   If heaven is just a place in your mind, then you will have to give up everything you have to get there.  But, if it is where your treasure is…if the dearest thing you desire is there….If the source of your Eternal Life is there….then that would be a lot different.  Turn from the earth and seek upwardly…..
….Where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God: This is the only reason to be interested in Heaven.  I have lost count of the number of times that I have heard a Christian say something like this, “I can hardly wait until Christ returns!”  Why? “Because then we can get out of here.”  But God has called you to live and sojourn the Earth.  But while we do this task we are to have our hearts and minds set on one thing only and it is not to be applauded for a righteous life.  That is of the earth.  Instead it is our Glorious Savior.  Horatio Spafford put it this way in a familiar hymn: 
“Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, Let this blest assurance control, That Christ has regarded my helpless estate, and has shed His own blood for my soul.”

Why do you want to go to heaven?  Why would you want to set your interests and ambitions toward heaven?  Because Christ is there.  

Philippians 3:20-21  20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;  21 who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.

God created you to yearn for Christ.  Seeking Christ is not the same as being religious.  It can never come through “The elemental principles of this earth.”  They only appear righteous,  but never produce righteousness

Colossians 2:23  23 These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence.

Set your mind on the things above:  Now God shows us how to do what we desire to do.  This phrase means,  “Keep thinking upwardly!”  
Not on the things that are on earth:  We are not free to make our own list of these “things on the earth.”   God is not contrasting worldly, sinful pleasures with church going religion here.  In fact, the danger is far greater than that.  God is contrasting “church going religion” with Christ Centered Adoration.  
Let me try to explain:  In my youth, it was pop music, stylish clothes or the latest hair cuts.  But, have you ever wondered what things were on the list before there were pop music, love songs, fancy cars and fine clothes.  What could God have been speaking of in a first century roman world?”  
Those would be the elemental things of this world and they are religious and ascetic.  They make us look like we are seeking heaven,  but they are a fraud.  Nothing on this earth can make you love Christ.  Christ is the source of your love for God.  You are however able to seek Him and soak your mind in Him.  

In his book, Christless Christianity…The Alternative Gospel of the American Church, Michael Horton says this, 

“Christless Christianity.  Sounds a bit harsh, doesn’t it?....Let me be a little more precise about what I am assuming to be the regular diet in many churches across America today: “do more, try harder.”  I think that this is the pervasive message across the spectrum today.  It can be exhibited in an older, more conservative form, with a recurring emphasis on moral absolutes and warnings about falling into the pit of worldliness that can often make one wonder whether we are saved through fear rather than faith.  Heaven and hell still figure prominently in this version….

…My concern is that we are getting dangerously close to the place in everyday American church life where the Bible is mined for “relevant” quotes, but is largely irrelevant on its own terms: God is used as a personal resource rather than known, worshiped, and trusted; Jesus Christ is a coach with a good game plan for our victory rather than a Savior who has already achieved it for us; salvation is more a matter of having our best life now than being saved from God’s judgment by God himself; and the Holy Spirit is an electrical outlet we can plug into for the power we need to be all that we can be.”
God has destroyed the Power of death over you in Christ [3]

Colossians 3:3   3 For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
Two things are asserted here as a fact.  They are little known facts in the minds of most Christians.  You need to ask yourselves this.  “SO WHAT?”  Ok,  I have died with Christ, but so what?  But apparently I am still alive in Christ, so what does any of this mean and why should I care?  Secondly, how is our life….which we still have….hidden with Christ in God?
Have you ever heard someone say,  “just tell me what to do to be a good Christian and I will do it.”   OK, then I will tell you.  More precisely I will let Christ Himself tell you.  But before I do we need to turn to Mark 12. 
In an ongoing attempt to keep Christ out of their religion the Pharisees and the Scribes posed the following question to Jesus, 
Mark 12:19-23  19 "Teacher, Moses wrote for us that IF A MAN'S BROTHER DIES and leaves behind a wife AND LEAVES NO CHILD, HIS BROTHER SHOULD MARRY THE WIFE AND RAISE UP CHILDREN TO HIS BROTHER.  20 "There were seven brothers; and the first took a wife, and died leaving no children.  21 "The second one married her, and died leaving behind no children; and the third likewise;  22 and so all seven left no children. Last of all the woman died also.  23 "In the resurrection, when they rise again, which one's wife will she be? For all seven had married her."

Jesus deals with the underlying fallacy of this question.  His interrogators are man centered.  Everything revolved around them and their questions and their needs and their religion and the outcome for them.  Ask yourself what is going on in most Christian books and programs these days.  They are obsessed with making God relevant to themselves.  

Mark 12:24-25  24 Jesus said to them, "Is this not the reason you are mistaken, that you do not understand the Scriptures or the power of God?  25 "For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.

Jesus was not sidestepping the question, He was revealing something very profound about religious people.  They have left God out of the equation.  It is always about them and not about God.  Jesus continues: 

Mark 12:26-27  6 "But regarding the fact that the dead rise again, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the passage about the burning bush, how God spoke to him, saying, 'I AM THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, AND THE GOD OF ISAAC, and the God of Jacob '?  27 "He is not the God of the dead, but of the living; you are greatly mistaken."

Jesus’ point is that believing men are alive in God.  They are always alive in God. Life is about God and not about our few years here.  God told Moses that He is The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  They were alive in God. They were not waiting in the grave for resurrection.  That is a human reality, but the greater reality is this.  When you come to God you are coming to life and you are never going to die.  You will always and forever be alive in Christ. 
John 11:23-27  23 Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again."  24 Martha said to Him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day."  [This is the same mistake the Pharisees made]

John 11:25-27  25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies,  26 and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you believe this?"  [This is the Christ Centered Gospel]  27 She said to Him, "Yes, Lord; I have believed that You are the Christ, the Son of God, even He who comes into the world." [Martha now gets her eyes off that tomb and off her religion and off herself and off her brother and gets them on Christ.  And….she gives a Christ Centered Profession of Salvation.]
Back to Mark now.  What does it mean to die with Christ and how is our life hidden with Christ in God?  Lazarus, like Abraham, Isaac and Jacob have died to the power of sin and the worldly error that religion or ritual or self-righteous will ever overcome sin and please God. That is the dead part…BUT they are spiritually alive because the Living God is the God of the Living.  This is you my brother and sister.  God has fused you to His Son through faith.  You are what Christ is [ALIVE] because of His merciful love. 
Ephesians 2:4-6  4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),  6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,

Now this brings us to the question I asked a few moments ago.  What can a man or woman do to please God.  If religion, ritual will not do it then what will?  

Mark 12:28-31  28 One of the scribes came and heard them arguing, and recognizing that He had answered them well, asked Him, "What commandment is the foremost of all?"  29 Jesus answered, "The foremost is, 'HEAR, O ISRAEL! THE LORD OUR GOD IS ONE LORD;  30 AND YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.'  31 "The second is this, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.' There is no other commandment greater than these."

God has created you and given you eternal life in Christ.  If you think you merit it because you know some people who are worse than you then you will never Love Christ with all your heart and soul and mind and strength.  Because…to some degree you deserve to be loved.  Christ should love you!  You are lovable, so that is no grand love that He has for you.  

How well do you love your enemies?  Not well at all I suspect.  What if you could love people who had hurt you or hated you.  Would that be an amazing?  Now consider this: we are the enemies of God and He has loved us as if we were His friends.  He has done for us what we could not do.  He has saved our eternal souls from the flames of eternal hell.  Until you know how unworthy you are to be loved you will never Love God this way.  

Matthew 5:43-46   43 "You have heard that it was said, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR and hate your enemy.'  44 "But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,  45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  46 "For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same?
Why did Christ say this?  To make you feel guilty and inadequate?  Nonsense….we are guilty and inadequate.  He did it to show us the greatness of His love for us.  Once you try to love your enemy you will know.  Once you try to imagine giving  up your life for the person you most detest you will know.  Once you think about the person who wants to hurt you and imagine forfeiting your dearest possession for them….YOU WILL KNOW how Christ has loved you.  

We have died to this world and we are alive to God in Christ. Know this!  Embrace the love of Christ for a hopeless sinner with your exact name and DNA.   It is then that you begin to love Christ with all your heart and not a moment before.  We love Christ Jesus as Lord because through union with Him we have died to the false hope of righteousness in the world and are alive to the only righteousness that exists.  Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Philippians 3:8-9  so that I may gain Christ,  9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith…

God has destined you for glory in Christ [4]

Colossians 3:4   4 When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.
When Christ, who is our life: This is a work in progress.  But you must live your Christian life in knowledge of what Christ has done for you.  Without this you are fodder for Satan.  He will have you jumping through every hoop.  You will never be free to love Christ freely, because you will always and forever be trying to earn His love and forgiveness.  NO! NO! NO! says the Scripture.  We died to the lies of this world about righteousness and are now safely hidden with Christ in God. 
When Christ, who is our life, is revealed:  Christ Jesus is gone to heaven now.  You have His Word that everything we have just seen is true of you.  Salvation and the Christian life are lived by trusting the word of the one who has loved us this way.  BUT.. the day is coming when He will appear again.  He said He would come again for us.  He has purchased you already.  He has placed the Holy Spirit in your heart that you might yearn for Him. He has overcome death for you. You are complete in Christ because Christ is everything.   The Scribe in Mark 12 even knew this when he responded to Jesus’ answer by saying: 

Mark 12:32-33  32 The scribe said to Him, "Right, Teacher; You have truly stated that HE IS ONE, AND THERE IS NO ONE ELSE BESIDES HIM;  33 AND TO LOVE HIM WITH ALL THE HEART AND WITH ALL THE UNDERSTANDING AND WITH ALL THE STRENGTH, AND TO LOVE ONE'S NEIGHBOR AS HIMSELF, is much more than all burnt offerings and sacrifices."
Then you also will be revealed with Him in glory:  This will happen my brother and sister because it does not depend on you for it to happen.  It depends on Christ and He has already procured it for you. You may love Him now…with all your heart.  He is infinitely worthy of your love and devotion.  
1 John 3:2  2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.

CONCLUSION

Do you think Christ would lie to you?  Hasn’t He proven His Love for you at the Cross?  God says He has already procured your glory.  You are not procuring your own. He has loved you infinitely. You are not earning His love.  He has given you His righteousness, you are not working to obtain your own.  

Give a sense of finality:   The Gospel is the call of God to forsake your opinions of yourself.  If you think you do not need Christ to die for your sins because you are not that bad, then you would be wrong. 
James 2:10   10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all.

God does not say these things just to pile on us.  He says them to show us our hopeless condition without Christ to intervene for us.  
If you have trusted Christ fully for your salvation it is time to trust Him fully for your life.  God has a purpose for your life and He spells it out clearly in The Bible.  If there were no purpose for living this life God would just take us to heaven as soon as we get saved.  

I want you to home in on God’s purpose in this text. It is twofold:

· To demonstrate His surpassing power to save the hopeless and to keep them against all odds.  If you worry about your security in Christ it is because you do not understand who is keeping you there.  

John 6:39-40   39 "This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day.  40 "For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day."
If you think you are a huge disappointment to Christ then you do not understand your own fallen nature or Christ’s unconditional love for you.  Embrace them both and then rejoice.  You are to broken to ever fix yourself so stop trying and quit whining.  Christ has procured eternal life and given you loving mercy that endures for all eternity. 
Hebrews 2:11-13  both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all from one Father; for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren,  12 saying, "I WILL PROCLAIM YOUR NAME TO MY BRETHREN, IN THE MIDST OF THE CONGREGATION I WILL SING YOUR PRAISE."  13 And again, "I WILL PUT MY TRUST IN HIM." And again, "BEHOLD, I AND THE CHILDREN WHOM GOD HAS GIVEN ME."
It is to make you, at the end of your life a glorious, sinless, unbroken Christlike Child in His family and Kingdom.  Humans were always intended to put the glory of God on display in the world, something which our enemy Satan could never accept. He struck a blow that obscured, but did not destroy God’s image or His plan.  What it did do was throw mankind into a cosmic spiritual battle that he could never win until finally we should cry out with Paul…
Romans 7:24 - 8:2   24 Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death?  25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! ……there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.

Believer,  trust Christ now.  Do not spend another day or hour wondering about your trials, your shortcomings, your sins.  God has always known about every one of those.  He set His affection on you in Christ.  If you have come to Christ He has delivered you and assured your glory. You are His trophy of Grace.  If you do not know Christ this way you may come now.  There is nothing religious for you to do.  Come to the foot of the Cross.  Throw yourself on the mercy of your Savior, dying there.   Then arise and enter into the blessings of Christ’s children in a fallen world.  Paul describes those to the Romans. 
Romans 8:15-22  15 For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, "Abba! Father!"  16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God,  17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.  18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  19 For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God.  20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope  21 that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  22 For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.
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