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Take Your Bible and Turn to:
Colossians 2:9-15  9 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form,  10 and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority;  11 and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ;  12 having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.  13 When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions,  14 having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.  15 When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him.  

Introduction:  What if you knew someone who could provide a solution to anything that came up in your life, marriage or job?  What if this same person was able to give you peace of mind about all the circumstances of your life….finances, politics and family issues?  Would he be someone worth keeping on speed dial?

What if this person could help you get recognition and important standing with influential people?  Or could help you with your debts?  Say….by getting them canceled, effectively making you absolutely free of all encumbrances?  Would you like to know someone like that?

Most of us would not ignore help of this magnitude.  With it we could make sense of our economy and the state of politics, our retirement and finances.  

If there was such a person we would probably become pretty dependent on them.  Calling them, speaking to them and listening carefully to what they have to say.  
In Scripture God makes claims like this for His Son.   We are not speaking of a “prosperity gospel” here….not at all!  Jesus has not, and does not give us everything we want.  That would make us God and Him our servant.  What God promises is to give us all that we need. And, He  claims to know, what we need, when we need it and to care that we are in need of it.  

Ezekiel 34:12 "As a shepherd cares for his herd in the day when he is among his scattered sheep, so I will care for My sheep and will deliver them from all the places to which they were scattered on a cloudy and gloomy day.
John 10:11 "I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.
And He has the complete ability to supply for us, right on time, and without fail.  

Daniel 4:35 all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does according to his will among the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand or say to him, "What have you done?"
Jesus Christ is sufficient for your every need.  He cares about every aspect of your physical, emotional, financial, marital and vocational life.  He cares that you are worried and that you are sick or need money.   God is calling you to a Christ Centered dependency on your All-Sufficient Savior because…. 
· He is Sovereign over His Creation: [9-10]

· He is Sovereign over Your Salvation: [11-15]

He is Sovereign over His Creation: [9-10]

Colossians 2:9  9 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form,

For: The little word “for” starts verse nine and directs us back up the page to verse 8.
Colossians 2:8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.
How important is it to know and embrace the absolute sufficiency of Christ?   Here God offers it as the antidote to the poison of the world’s philosophy.  Scripture say Christ is the sole source of spiritual, emotional and psychological freedom in your life.  Either you trust Christ and His wisdom or you trust the world’s. Christ brings you into light and freedom and the world takes you captive to the darkness.  

John 8:31-32  31 So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine;  32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free."

But do we continue in His Word?  Is our first instinct to know what God’s Word says about healing a troubled marriage, overcoming bitterness or having true joy?  Do you know what God is able to do for you?  Verses nine and following are going to tell us.  
In Him:  Speaks of a union.   Like air, we are in the air,  but the air is also in us. Union with Christ is the source of every single spiritual treasure you possess.  We do not receive, merit or deserve His blessings.  Heaven itself and our desires in this life cannot be attained by you.  To the degree that you believe or think so….YOU HAVE BEEN TAKEN CAPTIVE!  
Many in our day, have a doctrinal type trust in Christ, but lack almost every confidence in His sufficiency. We simply do see Christ or the Bible as being enough for us.  An oft repeated complaint is “What does the Bible know about my problems?”  Well sadly, most believers will never know the answer to that question, because they stay away from its preaching and teaching.  The blessed medication of God remains sealed up in some sort of a “Christian proof” container, while we look for help in every other conceivable place.  
Colossians 1:17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.  

Do you really believe that Christ existed before anything else and that He personally sustains everything?  Is it likely that He does not know your struggles or has no ability or will to provide for them.
Colossians 2:6 Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude.

Your emotional and spiritual freedom comes from union with Christ.  The Scripture reveals the details and how to apply them.  But, f we remain ignorant of the Scripture we will be taken captive by the world.  It really is just that simple.  You do not have the option of neutrality with regard to the Sufficiency of Christ.  
All the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form:  This brings us now to the revelation of Jesus Christ in this verse.  His own are united to Him…not just in Him like water in a cup. He set His affection on you before the Earth was made;  He willingly took your punishment for sin, with full knowledge of your sinful heart and actions;   He is God become a true human being to be a sin offering for a true human being ..you.  He is your sole source of heart and mind and soul freedom. 
The word “fullness,” would have brought to mind in Paul’s hearers, a ship ready to sail.  It had everything it needed on board.  It was prepared to go out onto the vast, trackless sea where there is never, ever anyone or thing that can help them.  This is your God!  He has life in Himself. 

John 5:26 "For just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself;
No one can supply anything to God…ever!

Acts 17:24-25  24 "The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands;  25 nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things;

This is your Savior.  Inseparably united to Him is the entire God Head.  The Father, The Son and The Spirit….all three melded, indivisibly into this one human man, Jesus. 

Being fully God, He is reasonably said to be the sole cure for the brokenness of men. Things characterized by despair, depression, anxiety, anger, fear, hate, and unforgiveness.  Contrast that with what the world has to offer for these same ailments.  Beware then!   Keep constant watch, or the world will take you slave to itself. You will not be free until you become the slave of Christ. 

Colossians 2:10   10 and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority;

In Him you have been made complete:  Is it possible that we do not understand this statement?   Unlikely…because it is a clear and energetic assertion of freedom from our broken state.  We are complete in Christ.   Complete is the same word translated “fullness” in verse 9.  
Let me paraphrase:  In Jesus Christ the entire Trinity; God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit are united to a human being.  And you, believer, are united to that same human being.  Through that union you too are filled full of God and His freedom. 

He is the head over all rule and authority:  “Rule” is the word John uses for beginning, in John 1:1.  Christ is head over the most established rule.  No matter how ancient and powerful and established anything or authority in creation is…your Christ is head over that.  In a few verses Paul will apply these two descriptions to Satan and his demons.  
He is Sovereign Over Your Salvation: [11-13]

Colossians 2:11 and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ;

In Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands:  Everything in the next two verses is done by God for us. Circumcision was an outward sign of an inward need of the heart.  Men need God to act on their behalf if there is ever to be any hope in this life or the life to come.  God made it clear that the outward would not ever be sufficient. 
Deuteronomy 10:14-17   14 "Behold, to the LORD your God belong heaven and the highest heavens, the earth and all that is in it.  15 "Yet on your fathers did the LORD set His affection to love them, and He chose their descendants after them, even you above all peoples, as it is this day.  16 "So circumcise your heart, and stiffen your neck no longer.  

But they failed.   The transformation of the heart is only God’s to do.  Later God said…
Deuteronomy 30:6   6 "Moreover the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, to love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, so that you may live.

The removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ:  “The body of flesh” is not referring to your human body!  How do I know for sure?  Because Jesus took a fully human body.  He did not pretend to be a human…He was a human!  Humanity is not our problem.  The sin of Adam and then our own sin is our problem.  

Ephesians 2:1-2  And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,  2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.

Paul is preaching under inspiration to give the intention of the law.  The Law holds men down by the throat.  It condemns because no matter how you try to observe outward things they can never transform your heart.  It is very clear what he means in Ephesians.  
Ephesians 2:8-11  8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.  11 Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called "Uncircumcision " by the so-called "Circumcision," which is performed in the flesh by human hands--

Colossians 2:12 having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.
Having been buried with Him in baptism: God continues the metaphor with baptism.  The symbol of OT circumcision was actually accomplished in the heart by our union with Christ.  The symbol of baptism is fulfilled in Christ as well.  Speaking of this Hebrews says… 
Hebrews 9:9-10  both gifts and sacrifices are offered which cannot make the worshiper perfect in conscience,  10 since they relate only to food and drink and various washings, regulations for the body imposed until a time of reformation.  
You were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead:  Remember your union with Christ?  This is what God did supernaturally when He made you alive.  He placed you in Christ and Christ is also in you.  That is union at its deepest level.  If you understand this even a little you are ready to understand what Paul is saying about being buried and then raised in baptism. 
Romans 6:1-9  What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase?  2 May it never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it? 
In Christ we have died to sin’s power just as He did.  Did sin have power over Christ?  Actually yes.  It pursued Him to the Cross and killed Him there. He willingly submitted to its power to kill so that He could die in your place.  We are under its power because of our fallen nature and own guilt. 

Romans 6:3-4  3 Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death?  4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 
Sin lost its power on Christ after the cross.  God proved that by raising Him from the dead.  Now do you remember your union with Christ?  What has happened to Christ has happened to you.

Romans 6:5 5 For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection,  
Back in Colossians two,  verse 13 gives a summary statement of our union with Christ and how it procures our salvation.  Christ saves those who trust in Him alone.
Colossians 2:13 When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions,
When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh: Not after your were dead, but when you were dead!  Look with me at the actual words.  God acted when you were dead not after you came to life.  This is crucial and blessed affirmation of His unconditional love for you.  
He made you alive together with Him:  The key phrase here is “together with Him.”  That is why we are alive.  Because we have been spiritually united to Christ by the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. 
Having forgiven us all our transgressions: He does not forgive them because of what we do.  He forgives them because we are in vital, life giving union with Jesus Christ.

Jesus said that what the Father does, He does. What Christ does, the Spirit does.  They are in union with Jesus, the God Man.  
John 5:21   21 "For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son also gives life to whom He wishes.

But we are in union with Him by His doing. 

1 Peter 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
Christ lived a righteous life in this world. He satisfied the justice of God against your personal sin.  His righteous life is now yours…through no doing of your own. 
2 Corinthians 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
We are talking about the sufficiency of Christ today and asking this question;  Why is Christ not enough for us?  The world’s philosophies are intended to deceive us. 

The Scripture exalts Christ Jesus to us as the incarnation of the Living, Trinitarian God.  He is the God-man.   He made you alive through union with Himself.  In Christ you receive every blessing in heaven and earth.  You never, ever get them because of what you do.  That is the vain philosophy of this world and sadly of much of religion. 
When you borrow money for anything in this world you are asked to sign a loan.  It states what you owe and the terms of the loan.  Total amount and monthly payments.  You are now bound.  If you fail to pay for any reason, the lender has the document you signed.  You cannot say you do not owe.  You can really only say that you cannot pay.  It is the same with our debt to God. 
Having canceled out the certificate of debt:  This is a document that says you owe God.    But, if you protest that you signed no such certificate then we will have to say that Adam signed it on your behalf.  But you, on your own have lived out its terms.  
Consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us: The decrees are “dogmas” or commandments that condemn us.  The same word describes the law of God in Ephesians.

Ephesians 2:15  abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances [dogmas], so that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, 
God has given His Law to prove that men are fallen sinners.  They will not acknowledge it any other way.  Men insist they are good or at least good enough.  But, the gospel declares that all men are bad and lost and fallen and rebellious to God.  

Romans 3:20   20 because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.

He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross:  Your Savior has paid off that certificate of debt to God.  Every broken commandment. Every evil intent of your heart has been paid in full.  The picture could not be more delightfully sublime.  Christ took the certificate with your name on it and nailed it to His Cross as He died there.  
When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities:  And as He died there He crushed Satan’s power to hold men in bondage. These are the same two groups that Christ has headship over in verse ten. Disarmed means that He stripped them….Satan and his demons have been defeated, but not yet destroyed.   
He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him: The imagery here is of a defeated king and army being led through the victor’s city streets.  But, you may be thinking,  “Satan still seems pretty active today.”  And you would be right.  Hebrews tells us how Satan was stripped and humiliated in Christ. 
Hebrews 2:14-15  14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil,  15 and might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives.

Although Satan still rules this world and energizes its philosophies, principles and wisdom…he does not rule your life…unless you willingly allow it.  Why should any believer be hopeless when he or she has been set upon by the love of Christ?  A Christ who is sufficient to defeat every evil in the world.  A Savior who has proven His unconditional love for you “in that while we were sinners, Christ died for us.”   Satan is stripped of his power already, but not yet bound in the abyss.  You are free to live in Christ’s sufficiency and love. Not deceived by the world and all the lies it tells. 

CONCLUSION

Christ is that all sufficient man we spoke of in the beginning of this message.  Have you ever come to this Savior?  Or are you still trying to please God by your own works of righteousness.  Are you saying foolishly, “when I can clean up my act a little more then I will be worthy to come to Christ.  He will receive me when I am a little better.”  Come to Christ as you are. Stricken and helpless.  Do not spend another day in your hopeless condition.  Christ has made every provision for you.  He has called you to come in from the cold…to cease from your own works….to take His yoke upon yourself and have rest. 

Romans 1:16-17   16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY FAITH."

The Gospel is Christ.  It is good news that “Your God Reigns”  He is able to care for every need of your life. 
Isaiah 52:7  7 How lovely on the mountains Are the feet of him who brings good news, Who announces peace And brings good news of happiness, Who announces salvation, And says to Zion, "Your God reigns!" 

Is Jesus Christ God and Lord of all?  Answer now in your heart.  Do you trust Him for your salvation, but not with your grief, stress, anxiety, and broken relationships.  Do you doubt He cares for you.  It is time right now to trust an all sufficient Savior.  Enough not just for your salvation but for all aspects of your life.  May God grant you grace to trust this Jesus…the one….. 
Jude 1:24-25  24 …… who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy,  25 to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.
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