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Take Your Bibles and turn to: 

Colossians 2:6-8  6 Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him,  7 having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude.  8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ. 

Introduction:  Have you ever planted a vegetable like corn or beans and attended them while they grew?  Probably most of us have either done this or watched it take place.  The little dry, hard seed goes into the ground where it is watered.  When temperature and moisture are just right, it sprouts and then begins to grow.   You do not have to be a master gardener to know what I am about to tell you now.  Those plants need to stay in that fertile, watered soil if they are going to grow to maturity and produce a harvest.  
When our first son was about 3 years old I used to take him with me out into the garden after work while I diligently went up and down the rows, pulling up weeds.  I put those weeds on a pile just near the gate where I planned to haul them away at some point.  One evening I returned home and thought the garden looked a little different.  Upon closer examination I noticed that almost every tomato plant had vanished.  I was convinced that gophers had done it since I could clearly see that the entire plant was gone from the dirt.  As I headed toward the house my eyes chanced upon all of my tomato plants neatly deposited on the weed pile by the gate. My Son had helped me with my task. But…..
Plants have to grow in soil. Likewise, believers have to grow in the soil that they are planted in.  In our case that is Christ in both instances.  This may seem obvious, but it is a neglected truth.  We may begin to grow but often fail to continue.  Self effort and even self righteous can quickly infest our hearts and choke the life out of us.  God warns us over and over again to keep your eyes on Christ.  To have a Christ Centered Daily Life.  

Your daily life [your walk] is carried out in the same way as your initial salvation.  We do not get saved and then move on.  We are not walking away from Christ, but we are walking with Christ.  Sadly, the love of many grows cold.  The joy of salvation is replaced by the duty of salvation.  The blessed relief of forgiveness can and usually does become the burden of trying to “fix ourselves.”  
It is vital for you to know how to live your daily life with Christ.  It is not with devotional plans or will power.  It is in the strength that Christ provides to you through the Holy Spirit, by grace [i.e. no merit of your own.]  It is by grace just as much as your conversion.  Our tendency to leave grace to be perfected by works is common.  Paul warned us strongly when he wrote to the Galatians. 
Galatians 3:1-3  You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified?  2 This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?  3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?
Notice that Jesus Christ was lifted up to them by the preaching of His Cross.  This is the gospel.  It has nothing to do with works and most believers know this.  So what happens to us?  What happened to the Galatians and Colossians and many OF US?  We have left Christ behind in our daily life.  We have sought to be strengthened by works…our own good works and morality.  By keeping lists of do’s and don’ts.  
Hebrews 13:8-9   Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.  9 Do not be carried away by varied and strange teachings; for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, [foods in this case were religious works / rituals]
Our text today calls us back to walk in the same way that we have begun.  To grow in the soil in which we were planted.  To do that we need to grasp:   
· Our Christ Centered Deliverance  [6]
· Our Christ Centered Dedication [7]
· Our Christ Centered Discernment [8]
Christ Centered Deliverance  [6]
Colossians 2:6   6 Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him,

Therefore: Paul is warning and instructing us here that there is danger lurking in our spiritual life.  It comes in a very unsuspecting way.  It comes in the form of righteousness and good works.  God pretty much devotes this entire chapter to it.  Here are the two verses leading up to verse six.  They are the source of the little word “therefore.”
Colossians 2:4-5   4 I say this so that no one will delude you with persuasive argument.  5 For even though I am absent in body, nevertheless I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good discipline and the stability of your faith in Christ.

As you have received Christ Jesus the Lord:  In order to protect yourselves from being deceived about your daily Christian walk you need to live it on the same basis that you began it.  So, how did you begin your Christian life.  

· Did you become a Christian by joining a church or by being baptized?  I hope not, because these are results and evidences of salvation and not means. 

John 6:28-29   28 Therefore they said to Him, "What shall we do, so that we may work the works of God?"  29 Jesus answered and said to them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent."
· Did you make a decision to stop sinning and be moral.  Again, God accepts none of our moral or righteous works as payment for our sin.  He considers them filth

Isaiah 64:6   6 For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.

· Did you keep the ten commandments?  Have you never told a lie, or stolen a single thing or disobeyed and dishonored your parents.  If you hope in the law you are hoping in vain. 

Romans 3:20  20 because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.
You have received Christ.  That is how you are saved.  God is not speaking about a prayer in which we say, “Lord I receive you as my personal Savior.”  It is not wrong to pray that,  but it is wrong to think that praying that is what God is talking about here.  To “receive” Christ is to embrace Him.  It carries the meaning of joining yourself to.  It is like taking a wife or a husband.  It is not done lightly and it has huge consequences.  It is not a formula but a surrender to the person Jesus Christ.  Our Christian life begins in Grace and it proceeds in exactly the same way.  
Ephesians 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;
To drive this point home God says this, “as you have received Christ Jesus The Lord.”  I confess to being amazed that there is a controversy in the evangelical church about what has come to be known as “Lordship Salvation.”  Those opposed to it say that it is adding works to faith.  In other words, the Lordship proponents are saying that obedience to Christ is required for salvation and not just faith.  

But this is not what Lordship teaches.  Lordship, of which I am an unashamed advocate, proclaims that Jesus IS Lord and that to embrace Christ at all is to embrace The Lord.  

Acts 10:36   36 "The word which He sent to the sons of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ (He is Lord of all)—

Acts 17:24  24 "The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands;

Philippians 2:10-11  10 so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Revelation 17:14  14 "These will wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, because He is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those who are with Him are the called and chosen and faithful."

No one makes Christ Lord.  He is Lord.  If you embrace Christ you embrace the “Lord of all.”  This including you.  We exalt Him as Lord.  We obey Him imperfectly, but it is our Lord that we struggle to obey.  We freely affirm that He has the right to rule us. 

So walk in Him: This is the key thought of the entire passage if not the entire chapter.  You have heard the saying, “If you talk the talk you need to walk the walk.”  Walk is used that same way here. It means conduct your daily life.  Live according to what you say is true.  
The key word and please look at it in verse six is “as.”  It means this, “in the same way as you have received Christ, live your daily life.”  How have you embraced Christ?  By Grace through faith.  Your daily life is just as dependent on God’s grace and your trust in Him as your original salvation.  If you believe anything short of this you are a foolish Galatian. 
Philippians 1:6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.

Philippians 2:13  ….it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.

This brings us to the nuts and bolts of it.  God begins with the command.  Now comes the instructions.  This is the how to of your daily walk. 
Christ Centered Dedication [7]
Colossians 2:7  7 having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude.

Having been firmly rooted: We are given life by grace and we walk by grace and we are rooted in God…by grace. 
Mark 4:3-9   3 "Listen to this! Behold, the sower went out to sow;  4 as he was sowing, some seed fell beside the road, and the birds came and ate it up.  5 "Other seed fell on the rocky ground where it did not have much soil; and immediately it sprang up because it had no depth of soil.  6 "And after the sun had risen, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away.  7 "Other seed fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked it, and it yielded no crop.  8 "Other seeds fell into the good soil, and as they grew up and increased, they yielded a crop and produced thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold."  9 And He was saying, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear."

Surely you have ears to hear the lesson here.  You are the plant in good soil.  You did not sow yourself.  God did.  You could not determine that your seed would fall into good soil. God did that. You did not give yourself life. God did. AND….you are not producing the yield although you are the means to is….GOD DID THAT TOO! 

Now being built up in Him:  God continues the point now with another metaphor.  We are being built up on the foundation of Christ. The hand that laid the foundation does the building.  No foundation digs and pours itself.  No building builds itself. No seed plants itself.  It is the grace of God that we have received or embraced our Lord by faith and it is that same grace that brings us along in our daily walk. 
Established in your faith:   Established carries the idea of confirmed and confirmed means “proof that something you believed is true.”  In this case it means that our trust in Him will not be in vain.  We will not be disappointed but confirmed in our full dependence on Christ.  
1 Peter 2:6   6 For this is contained in Scripture: "BEHOLD, I LAY IN ZION A CHOICE STONE, A PRECIOUS CORNER stone, AND HE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED."

Just as you were instructed:  This is the purpose of Bible Study and preaching.  It is not to lecture people about right and wrong.  Paul said:

1 Corinthians 1:22-24   22 For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom;  23 but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness,  24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.

True preaching exalts God to men.  Isaiah called this Good News even in ancient Israel. 
Isaiah 52:7  7 How lovely on the mountains Are the feet of him who brings good news, Who announces peace And brings good news of happiness, Who announces salvation, And says to Zion, "Your God reigns!" 

To preach Christ is to exalt Him as God and Lord and say with Isaiah YOUR GOD REIGNS!  Christ’s death on the cross has reconciled you to the Sovereign God of the Universe.  “There is no other name, under heaven, given to men, whereby we must be saved.”  Paul explains that the way back to God is the cross.   

Romans 10:13-17   13 for "WHOEVER WILL CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED."  14 How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear without a preacher?  15 How will they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, "HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE WHO BRING GOOD NEWS OF GOOD THINGS!"…..  17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.

In his book, The Sovereignty of God in Preaching,  John Piper says, 

“People are starving for the greatness of God.  But most of them would not give this diagnosis of their troubled lives.  The majesty of God is an unknown cure. There are far more popular prescriptions on the market, but the benefit of any other remedy is brief and shallow. Preaching that does not have the aroma of God’s greatness may entertain for a season, but it will not touch the hidden cry of the soul: Show me your Glory!”   
The Great Puritan preacher Cotton Mather sums up the  preaching of  the cross like this: 
“The great design of a Christian preacher is to restore the throne and dominion of God in the souls of men.”  

Therefore brothers….Be instructed!  Seek the preaching of the cross and of Christ’s glory!  Why starve yourselves for the one thing that will root you, build you up and establish you in your love and devotion for Christ Jesus. 
Overflowing with gratitude:  This is where Satan and our pride will get us every time.  This is the big snare…. the thing that God is going to warn us of in the very next verse.  After years of faithful trust in Christ and devotion to His children, the church, and diligent study of the Scripture and prayer we are established in our faith.  This is what God wants and we have followed the means that He has prescribed.  It is now that we forget that no man can ever arrive at this point apart from the shear and blessed grace of God.  He began the work and He alone completes it.  If we have learned it is because The Spirit has lead us into Truth.  If we have bowed the knee it is because the Spirit has transformed us by the renewing of our minds through the Word of God. 

The clearest evidence of a Christlike walk is an outpouring and overflowing of gratitude directed at our Lord Jesus Christ whenever we open our mouths.  Griping, complaining and whining are so un becoming to any believer.  They absolutely cannot exist in the same heart with gratitude.  Listen to your mouth and if you can control it then listen to your heart.  If we are being rooted in Christ, built up in Christ and established in Christ then exult in Christ in your mind and heart.  If you find this difficult then read Scriptures that do just that. 

Psalm 115:1-18  Not to us, O LORD, not to us, But to Your name give glory Because of Your lovingkindness, because of Your truth.  2 Why should the nations say, "Where, now, is their God?"  3 But our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases.  4 Their idols are silver and gold, The work of man's hands.  5 They have mouths, but they cannot speak; They have eyes, but they cannot see;  6 They have ears, but they cannot hear; They have noses, but they cannot smell;  7 They have hands, but they cannot feel; They have feet, but they cannot walk; They cannot make a sound with their throat.  8 Those who make them will become like them, Everyone who trusts in them.  9 O Israel, trust in the LORD; He is their help and their shield.  10 O house of Aaron, trust in the LORD; He is their help and their shield.  11 You who fear the LORD, trust in the LORD; He is their help and their shield.  12 The LORD has been mindful of us; He will bless us; He will bless the house of Israel; He will bless the house of Aaron.  13 He will bless those who fear the LORD, The small together with the great.  14 May the LORD give you increase, You and your children.  15 May you be blessed of the LORD, Maker of heaven and earth.  16 The heavens are the heavens of the LORD, But the earth He has given to the sons of men.  17 The dead do not praise the LORD, Nor do any who go down into silence;  18 But as for us, we will bless the LORD From this time forth and forever. Praise the LORD!

Christ Centered Discernment [8]
Colossians 2:8  8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.
See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception: This is now the second time that Paul has referred to this particular danger in chapter two alone.  The first time is just a couple of verses back.

Colossians 2:4  4 I say this so that no one will delude you with persuasive argument.

This delusion comes with a persuasive argument but is said to be an empty deception.  Deception always appears to be what it is not.  A fish is deceived by a lure into taking a hook.  A man is deceived by an adulteress into thinking she will satisfy him. And people are deceived every day by the world thinking that it can meet their deepest needs.  Bait and switch.  It so popular because it works almost every time…unless you are warned. 
According to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world:  We spoke last week of these traditions of men.  Paul calls them the elementary principles of the world in this verse and then explains them further in verse 20.  We want to give a good amount of attention to them in just a couple of weeks, so we will explain again briefly now.  
If you believe these principles they will take you prisoner.  You will no longer be free.  Every human being believes them.  All religions of the world follow them and even criminals and atheists embrace them.  They are the basic, foundational principles of this world.  The actual term “elemental” means the a,b,c’s of this world.  SO what are they;  that men are good based on what they do.  Works righteousness.  This is why the gospel is so despised.  The true gospel message is that no one is good and that no one is able to make himself good enough by their own actions.  We are corrupted in our nature and estranged from God.  Only Christ can cure this terminal illness of the human soul.  

Rather than according to Christ:  This thinking has always permeated the church as well.  Roman Catholicism is built upon a system of works righteousness.  Faith alone in Christ alone is anathema to Rome.  All cults preach justification by good works. 
Now this goes right to the heart of the text this morning.  If you have embraced Christ for Salvation, claiming no merit or ability of your own for salvation….if that is true then walk the same exact way.  Do not spend a single day or try a single plan or imagine a single thing that you can do to perfect yourself.  Christ will perfect you.  He is the all sufficient one and is at work in you.  Yours is a life of dependence and grateful submission.  

One more thing.  At your salvation God did not forgive all of your past sins and give you a clean slate to write on.  This is our fiction in the evangelical church.  We continue to sin and Satan continues to accuse right up until the day of our death or Christ’s return.  We are not yet fully delivered  from the power or presence of sin, but we are fully delivered from its penalty.  Your sinful, fallen and broken condition was known to God before the foundation of the world.  It was known to Him when He bled on the cross for you and it was still known to Him when the Spirit of God made you alive to Him in salvation.  In other words….All your sin was future when Christ died for it.  The Bible makes no distinction between BC and AC. [before the Cross and after the Cross]  The Cross goes with us.  We are saved continually by the grace of the cross.  We are saved to the uttermost by the grace of the Cross.  We are saved in spite of our sins by the Grace of the Cross.  This is how we live and how we walk…by grace…in grace.  Christ is doing a work in us and He always knew exactly what state we would be in.  
CONCLUSION

Give a sense of finality:   The next time you are tempted to believe that God must be angry with you because you have sinned remember what we have just seen.  Our entire life from beginning to end is by Grace. We are made alive by grace and we must live in grace.  A plant does not uproot itself to grow and a building does not remove itself from its foundation to be built.  By the grace of God we have embraced Christ and by that same grace we will be transformed into the image of our Lord.  
If you do not get this you will give up on your Christian walk or you will become self-righteous.  Either way you cannot fulfill God’s purpose for your life.  You are a 
Is your walk burdensome?  Are you weary of failure?  Have you come to Christ by Grace only to try to perfect yourself by works.  You can repent of that self-reliance right now. 
You may not get the logic of what I am about to say but you cannot tell me that it is not so.  Beholding the glory of Christ in the Scripture will transform you.  That is why we preach Christ.   

2 Corinthians 3:17 - 4:1  17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.  18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.  
Lord we have walked away from the Cross.  We have forgotten that we need you everyday just as much as we needed you there.  We desire to live in awe of you once more.  To behold you on the cross, dying for us in all our brokenness and sin. Loving us in our fallenness. 

Lord we know that you have planted us and you will grow us.  You have laid the foundation and are now building.  You will increase our faith as we look to you and not ourselves.  You are bringing our circumstances into our lives.  You are the farmer and the master builder.   Increase our dependence on you.  May we stop trying to perfect ourselves and start learning how gloriously sufficient you are for all our transformations.  

Give us hearts that hunger for you.  Make them hunger for your Word.  Your are exalted and glorious in your Word.  And make us overflow with gratitude and not complaints.  You are worthy to be worshiped by us Lord.  
2 Corinthians 4:5-6   5 For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake.  6 For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
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