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Introduction:  What makes a regular person into a life long and devoted friend?  What makes a member of the opposite gender into a life long companion?  Is it proximity?  No.  We are around people all the time and almost none of them become life long friends.  Is it having things in common?  Maybe, but there are millions of people who share your interests in many things that will never become devoted friends.  How about going to the same church?  Will that make you devoted friends?  Almost certainly not.  Being around people and belonging to the same groups and even having some of the same interests will not make you devoted to them nor they to you.  So what does?  Is it even something we should desire?  What is God’s definition of devotion and His view of its importance?

Devotion is the exact opposite of how most of the world conducts itself.  The very word devotion means to give.  Think about how many relationships are established because both parties wanted to give to one another….almost none!   Mankind establishes relationships for the purpose of getting something and therein lies the fundamental difference between The Christ Centered Church and the rest.  Christ was a giver and He is building His Church on that principle.  So….we should ask ourselves, as believers; “Do we pursue a Christ Centered Devotion to His Church?”  [By church we do not mean a cold lifeless institution or building. We use it as God does.  To describe His children that He has called out of the world.] We should be able to evaluate ourselves in the light of this text.  Are you devoted to one another in Christ? 
Colossians 2:1-4 For I want you to know how great a struggle I have on your behalf and for those who are at Laodicea, and for all those who have not personally seen my face,  2 that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God's mystery, that is, Christ Himself,  3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  4 I say this so that no one will delude you with persuasive argument.  

Do you have any intensity of feeling for one another?  And what is it you desire for one another?  Can that change for us?  If it can, then how?  The Scripture describes Paul’s God given Devotion, a God given desire and finally a God given dread.  Because they are all God Given, any of us here may have them as well.  The Question this morning is in three parts….Do you have: 
· A God Given Devotion to One Another [1]

· A God Given Desire for One Another [2-3]

· A God Given Dread for One Another [4]

A God Given Devotion for One Another [1]

Colossians 2:1  For I want you to know how great a struggle I have on your behalf and for those who are at Laodicea, and for all those who have not personally seen my face,
For I want you to know:  The importance of demonstrating our love.  Love as we know it, does not exist in the mind alone.  It is not a warm fuzzy feeling.  It is, to be sure, an intense emotion, but it moves people to act.  It is the action that reveals the heart and not the words.  Love requires that you put yourself out for the person you love.   
John 3:16  16 "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.

Romans 5:8  8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
How great a struggle I have on your behalf:  We naturally think of Paul’s persecutions, but these are struggles of the mind and heart.  Men imagine love to be something that just happens rather than something over which we have some actual volitional control.  
Love is God-given.  To acquire authentic love you must come to Christ, have your sins forgiven and be born again.  Men, apart from God possess the counterfeit of love.  It looks like, talks like and acts like the real thing until it no longer receives what it wants from the person being loved.  Authentic love serves the object of its affection.  Do you know how to tell if you are a servant love?  By seeing how you act and feel when you are treated like a servant.  HOW DARE THEY!  God’s Word defines love as service.  

Galatians 5:13-15  13 For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.  14 For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, "YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF."  

The measure of your love for someone is how you treat yourself.  Do you care if you are happy? Do you care if you are affirmed?  Do you care if you are cursed or gestured to rudely in traffic?  Do you care if you are talked about behind your back?  Of course…we all know the answers to these questions.  These answers teach us what it means to struggle on behalf of one another in Christ’s church. 

The Love of God is real love.  It is given to you through union with Christ,  and it is sacrificial. It requires humility to receive it and a struggle to pursue it.  It drives devotion to one another in the family of Christ. We are either going to be devoted to one another [struggle to do it] or we are not, [humanity’s default position]
Galatians 5:22-26  22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.  24 Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.  25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.  26 Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another.  

A God Given Desire for One Another [2-3]

Colossians 2:2-3  2 that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God's mystery, that is, Christ Himself,  3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
That their hearts may be encouraged: This is God’s desire for us.  Encouraged is the word that means “called out to” or “appealed to.”  It speaks of comfort and intimacy with God in your heart which is your inner man.  You are talking to your inner man right now.  You can hide him or you can let him be known.  We usually chose to hide.  God calls out to you to love Him.  He appeals to you to know Him intimately.  We can read about Jesus in the Bible and give intellectual assent, but how does He become real to us?  God has provided for that in His Body, the Church. There God chooses to bring this calling to fruition in your life. Christ is real to us individually, but has designed his family to meet our human need to be loved by one another.  
Having been knit together in love:  Sacrificial, devoted love draws the hearts of men together. When we receive or give it, we are knit together in love. The more sacrificially we give of ourselves to a spouse, or child or parent or sibling the more our hearts are knit together.  God has made you for this purpose. [Do you know why?]  Because it reveals Him in the world and He is glorious to behold.  The family into which each believer has been born spiritually is Christ’s family.  
If you are wondering, and you should be, why so few local churches seem to be anything like this, here is the reason.  They lack the experiential knowledge of the love of God.  They have not come as broken sinners to the cross, but have come as applicants to the club.  They have brought their own sense of worth and righteousness to the party.  They have no understanding of what it means to love others who are unworthy, because they see themselves as worthy of love by God.  That is the long answer.  Here is the short one; They simply do not love one another as Christ has loved them.  No love equals zero knitting together of hearts.  It is the constant preaching of the gospel that will keep us humble and if we are humble we will be able to love the unlovely because we will know that we have been loved unconditionally.  Jesus told this parable to illustrate this principle.

Matthew 18:23-30  23 "For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves.  24 "When he had begun to settle them, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him.  25 "But since he did not have the means to repay, his lord commanded him to be sold, along with his wife and children and all that he had, and repayment to be made.  26 "So the slave fell to the ground and prostrated himself before him, saying, 'Have patience with me and I will repay you everything.'  27 "And the lord of that slave felt compassion and released him and forgave him the debt.  28 "But that slave went out and found one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and he seized him and began to choke him, saying, 'Pay back what you owe.'  29 "So his fellow slave fell to the ground and began to plead with him, saying, 'Have patience with me and I will repay you.'  30 "But he was unwilling and went and threw him in prison until he should pay back what was owed.    
Attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding:  These verses indicates a logical sequence:  Our hearts are encouraged if they have been knit together in love.  Christ Himself does the knitting. He begins by placing us into Himself and Himself into us.  We are united with Him and therefore with one another. This is the glory of the Church, His Body and His Bride.  
But, He has sent the Holy Spirit into our hearts crying “Abba” or father, dear father.  Through the same spirit He has poured His love into our hearts.  Do you see your Lord this way today or do you rather imagine him with a sharpened pencil and notepad, looking to find fault with you and everyone else in this world.  

Now behold your Savior:  He is calling out to your inner man.  “Come to the foot of the Cross or return there if you have left.”  There your heart is infused with strength and courage through being knit together into the fabric that is Christ.  Your are woven there by the invisible and yet powerful hand of the Holy Spirit.  And then,  bound to one another as family.  The Church is God’s provision to turn the theological and intellectual into human experiential reality.  Would you like to be spiritually wealthy….rich toward God and full of inner conviction of God’s truth?  Then understand this.  
Resulting in true knowledge of God's mystery, that is, Christ:  It results in true knowledge of Christ.  Not just to know about Him but to know Him and the power of His life.  God has willed for us to know His love for us sinners experientially by empowering us to love sinners sacrificially in His Body and to be loved as a sinner in return.  This “True knowledge of God’s mystery” is this….Jesus Christ. It is called a mystery because no one ever imagined before Christ came to build His Church that He would live in us and we would live in Him  Woven together into the tapestry called The Church, the body of Christ….His family.   
In whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge: To know Christ is to begin to mine all the treasure of wisdom and knowledge that exists.  It does not say we will know it all, But we will know the one who has it all.  Don’t confuse the two.  Our relationship with Christ will produce an eternity of wisdom and knowledge for us. These things are hidden in Him.  Eternity will be like being turned loose in a world of riches to discover them.  But make no mistake.  Jesus Himself is our treasure. 
Matthew 13:44   44 "The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, which a man found and hid again; and from joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

The ultimate treasure then is Christ.  Like the man in Jesus’ parable, sell everything you have to obtain treasure and wealth beyond the dreams of avarice. 

A God Given Dread for One Another [4]

Colossians 2:4-5   4 I say this so that no one will delude you with persuasive argument
I say this so that no one will delude you with persuasive argument:    How do you pray for a someone who does not follow Christ?  Do you pray for them to come back to church or to stop a bad habit or to dress better or speak nicer?   Do you pray for them to pray a prayer or walk to an alter or sign a confession?  

If you do you are deluded!  “Delude” speaks of false logic.  We either are or have been deluded by a persuasive argument [but false].  Paul is going to explain fully in just a few verses.  I need to say a word about it now but we will consider it more fully in a few weeks.   A few verses later in the chapter Paul expresses deep concern about this deception.  He describes the world’s defining characteristic.  You are in danger of it and have probably already been captivated by it.  We should dread it for ourselves and for one another. 
Colossians 2:8  8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.

Colossians 2:20-21  0 If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as,  21 "Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!"

This then is the delusion;  That outward behavior makes you OK with God.  This is humanity’s way.  Religious or not, men and women believe their own goodness depends on how they appear.  AND….they get to be the final judge of what is acceptable or not.   
In Christianity we just lay the transparency of religion and self righteousness over the same old human tendency.  We imagine that what we do which have an appearance of godliness will actually make us godly…. but we have embraced a delusion and we are therefore, deluded by the false logic or religious self-righteousness.   
Colossians 2:21-23  21 "Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!"  22 (which all refer to things destined to perish with use)-- in accordance with the commandments and teachings of men?  23 These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence.

Matthew 15:8-9  8 'THIS PEOPLE HONORS ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR AWAY FROM ME.  9 'BUT IN VAIN DO THEY WORSHIP ME, TEACHING AS DOCTRINES THE PRECEPTS OF MEN.'"

I dread that your inner man is cold toward Christ. Christ dreaded that and dreads it today.  He calls to us to come to Him.  Behold Him.  Love Him.  He will help you.  I have often cried out to God in prayer that He would make me love Him.  God will answer you.  
Do not just pray for one another to “appear godly.”  Pray for God to capture and captivate one another’s hearts.  Pray to be devoted to Him and then to one another in sacrificial devotion and service.  This is the heartbeat of the gospel and leads to godliness in the inner man.   It exalts Christ in our hearts and out of our hearts comes true worship, obedience and service.  We know He is deserving of our devotion?  I add my dread and my prayer to Paul’s.  May this be your prayer for me.
2 Corinthians 11:2-4  I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.  

CONCLUSION

Christ Centered Devotion willingly loves what Christ loves [His Church].  It willingly lays down its life for the people He laid down His life for and it serves the ones He served.   Consider what Paul said to his hearers in Athens on Mars Hill. 

Acts 17:24-25  24 "The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands;  25 nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things; 
This Devotion to God is realized in service….real self-sacrificing service to one another.  If you cannot figure out what this means then let’s make it simple.  It means doing what you know you should for one another whether you feel like it or not.  It means putting yourselves out to be with one another and to meet the emotional, spiritual and physical needs of one another.  It is done at your expense and it is done because this is exactly what Christ Jesus has done for you.  It is done for the love of Christ by people who have experienced being loved by Christ.….and it is your hope of Glory.  

Colossians 1:27   27 to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
Without this devotion we are just religious.  We are self-righteous hypocrites.  We are those who honor Christ with our lips, or with our church attendance, or by what we approve of or disapprove of or what we drink or don’t drink or eat or don’t eat or wear or don’t wear.   
Ask for a verdict:  Brothers and sisters, this is your moment to change.  We can leave the false logic of it where it belongs…in the world.  Let it fall off you today.  Men are justified because of what Christ did and not because of anything they will ever do.  
Romans 3:20  by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.

Romans 3:24   24 being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus;

Romans 3:28  28 For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law.

Do not be a scrubbed, self-righteous sinner who lives your entire life deluded.  Let that go for the pure and blessed knowledge of the treasure of God, which is Christ Himself.  He has loved you with full knowledge of all  your sin.  He paid at the cross to own you, [redeemed] with full knowledge of all your sin. He sent the Holy Spirit into the world to make you alive [born again] and give you faith, with full knowledge of all your sin.  He is in heaven today preparing a place for you, with full knowledge of all your sin. He speaks to the Father on your behalf today…..with full knowledge of all your sin.  
Why settle for self-righteousness when you can have complete forgiveness and intimacy with God through trust in Christ alone?    Come with me and let us live in the shadow of the Cross.  To become like the chosen, bought, sought and loved sinner that we are.  Love the one who has loved you in your hopeless condition and then because of that love….Be devoted to one another….to Christ’s Church, His household….HIS OTHER CHILDREN in brotherly love.  

Romans 5:1-6  Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.  3 And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance;  4 and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope;  5 and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.  6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.
Romans 8:38-39  I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,  39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

COMMUNION: 

We have spoken of our union with Christ.  If you have trusted in Christ for your hope of salvation and heaven the Scripture says that you are in Him and He is in you.  We call that Union.  If all of us are so united then we are also united to one another.   God used another metaphor to describe this unity.  Like ingredients in a loaf we have been baked together into one thing.

1 Corinthians 10:15-17  5 I speak as to wise men; you judge what I say.  16 Is not the cup of blessing which we bless a sharing in the blood of Christ? Is not the bread which we break a sharing in the body of Christ?  17 Since there is one bread, we who are many are one body; for we all partake of the one bread.

This morning we will exalt our Lord and remember His love for us at the Cross.  He Himself described the Bread as His body, given for us and then the cup as the new covenant in His Blood.  

To come to Christ is to come also to His body.  Not an institution, but the fellowship of men and women who have likewise come.  As we take the bread and cup we are remembering these truths we have been taught today.  

The Bread:  Luke 22:19  when He had taken some bread and given thanks, He broke it and gave it to them, saying, "This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me."  
The Cup:  Luke 22:20  in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying, "This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood.

Sing:  How deep the Father’s Love for us.  
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