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Introduction:  In the book “Why We Love the Church” Kevin DeYoung asks the following questions: 
“Is a head still a head if it doesn’t have a body?  Is a basement still a basement if there is no house on top?  Is a friend really your friend if you can’t stand his wife?”  He goes on: 

“According to I Corinthians 3, the church is God’s building, with Jesus Christ as its foundation.  To be sure, there can be no superstructure with a solid foundation.  That’s obvious, but it should also be obvious that no one lays a foundation unless he plans to build on it.  Not one drives past a cement foundation in the dirt and things, “looks like they’re about ready to move in.”  We know that a foundation exists to be built upon, not lived in all by itself.  Who wants to live in a basement without the rest of the house on top? No one I know, except for the Christians who want Jesus, but not the church.”

There are good reasons why God chose similes and metaphors like these to describe His Church.  Men of all time have been able to relate to them and embrace their significance. 
So what is happening in our age?  Simply this….for some reason, believers have decided that the church is about men.  That it belongs to men, denominations and to pastors and elders.  Men and women may therefore make it into what ever they like 

In opposition to this is a small,  but growing army of people who hate the church as an institution.  They are fed up with the shallowness and the lack of community that has arisen in our day.  Both sides seem to agree in their dislike of any kind of preaching. 
If you add to this the huge number of Christians who have been grievously wounded in spirit while trying to be part of a local church and you have a groundswell of opinion against the church.  In contrast to all of this is the Scripture.  But Scripture is not taught in Churches today.  It is not taught in home assemblies where the church is spoken against either, or they would quickly respond like Job did when he was confronted with God’s Word:
Job 40:1-5  And the LORD said to Job:  2 "Shall a faultfinder contend with the Almighty? He who argues with God, let him answer it."  3 Then Job answered the LORD and said:  4 "Behold, I am of small account; what shall I answer you? I lay my hand on my mouth.  5 I have spoken once, and I will not answer; twice, but I will proceed no further."
Let’s read our passage and see what God Himself has to say about His Church. 

Colossians 1:24-29  24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I do my share on behalf of His body, which is the church, in filling up what is lacking in Christ's afflictions.  25 Of this church I was made a minister according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for your benefit, so that I might fully carry out the preaching of the word of God,  26 that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has now been manifested to His saints,  27 to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.  28 We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ.  29 For this purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, which mightily works within me.

Three things emerge from this text. 

· His Church is God’s Provision for Every Believer’s Benefit  [24-25]

· His Church is the Mystery  that was Previously Hidden [26-27]

· His Church is God’s Provision to fulfill Every Believer’s Purpose in Life.  [28-29]

His Church is God’s Provision for Every Believer’s Benefit  [24-25]

Colossians 1:24-25  4 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I do my share on behalf of His body, which is the church, in filling up what is lacking in Christ's afflictions.  25 Of this church I was made a minister according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for your benefit, so that I might fully carry out the preaching of the word of God,
I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake:  Paul did not have a taste for suffering and welcome it whenever he could.  He avoided suffering just like any normal person. 
Acts 22:25-29  25 But when they stretched him out with thongs, Paul said to the centurion who was standing by, "Is it lawful for you to scourge a man who is a Roman and uncondemned?"  26 When the centurion heard this, he went to the commander and told him, saying, "What are you about to do? For this man is a Roman."  27 The commander came and said to him, "Tell me, are you a Roman?" And he said, "Yes."  28 The commander answered, "I acquired this citizenship with a large sum of money." And Paul said, "But I was actually born a citizen."  29 Therefore those who were about to examine him immediately let go of him; and the commander also was afraid when he found out that he was a Roman, and because he had put him in chains. 
But when suffering came, and come it did, he was willing to see it for exactly what God says it is. Not a sign of His displeasure but just the opposite.  It is the mark of all of Christ’s devoted Children in the world. 

Romans 8:16-17  16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God,  17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.  [explain “if’]
1 Corinthians 12:26  26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.

Philippians 1:29  29 For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake
In my flesh I do my share on behalf of His body, which is the church: “In my flesh” means, as a human being.  Paul says, IN MY FLESH,  I do my share.   It is so tempting to just be a spectator at this point, but following Christ is not a spectator sport.  Paul is giving testimony here, but in other places he gives instruction and commands:

Romans 12:4-9  4 For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same function,  5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. [you belong to one another in the local church] 6 Since we have [not “if we have] gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith;  7 if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching;  8 or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. [discover and use what God has given you.  This is only done in the local church]  
Do you think you do your share?  This is a serious question and not intended to produce guilt.  It is intended to make you get out of the stands and down on the field where you will become what God has willed for you to become as His Child. It is vividly described above by Paul.  It is what he means when he says “I do my share on behalf of his body.:
Filling up what is lacking in Christ's afflictions: Paul was willing to suffer for the church…the men and women that Christ had redeemed. Most of us know that Christ was afflicted for us….but Peter tells us that this was also an example and instruction that we would be afflicted in our service to one another. But Satan and many Christians tell us that affliction as aberrant rather than normal. 

1 Peter 2:21  21 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps.

I lost track years ago, of believers who told me that they will never again be part of a church because of some personal suffering that they underwent there.  If you are one of those or know one, let me assure you…all suffering in Christ’s service is known to God already. It is according to His will.  
If you find this hard to swallow then consider the following: Christ suffered to serve you.  And we suffer to serve one another.  Christ was misunderstood and accused falsely to serve you.  We are treated the same in our service to one another.  Many say that they want to follow Christ….but they do not want to go where He went.  DO you?  I cannot water this down for you.  This is the call of God in our lives, only look to Christ.  Commit yourself to follow Christ.  He will never leave you or forsake you.  Love what Christ clearly says He loves. You can trust God fully in your trials and sufferings. 
1 Peter 2:23  23 and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously;

We will certainly not always suffer, but when we do let this be your assurance.  Your are being treated like Christ and you are following in His steps. 

Luke 6:22-23  22 "Blessed are you when men hate you, and ostracize you, and insult you, and scorn your name as evil, for the sake of the Son of Man.  23 "Be glad in that day and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven. 

Believe me when I tell you that this kind of treatment takes place in the church, not just on a cross strewn hill. 
Christ suffered to buy Himself a Bride of which you are a part.  His Church is precious and beloved and He suffered for all of us.  Before the throne in heaven the redeemed will finally know this and they will exult in it.  

Revelation 5:9-10  9 And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.  10 "You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth."

Of this church I was made a minister according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for your benefit:  Paul saw his spiritual gift or grace, as exactly what it was….something God gave him to benefit the church. My gift is for you and your gift is for me.  For this reason we are to devote ourselves more and more to one another.  You will have to decide how to do that….but you cannot say it doesn’t matter.  It absolutely matters.  
That I might fully carry out the preaching of the word of God:  For Paul, the church was the place to preach.  The declaration of the Word of God is intended to be done fully within His Body, Household and Family…the Local Church. The Church itself is the herald of Christ.  Loved, Chosen, Bought, Sought, and Redeemed. Isn’t this the preaching of the Gospel in flesh and blood. 
His Church is the Mystery that was Previously Hidden [26-27]

Colossians 1:26-27  26 that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has now been manifested to His saints,  27 to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
The mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has now been manifested to His saints:  The mystery is the church and not Christ Himself.  God had been telling about the coming of Christ all along.
Genesis 3:15  15 And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel."

Isaiah 9:6-7  6 For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  7 There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness From then on and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this.

The mystery is not even that the Gentiles would be saved.  God had been saying that forever as well.   
Isaiah 49:5-6  5 And now says the LORD, who formed Me from the womb to be His Servant, To bring Jacob back to Him, so that Israel might be gathered to Him (For I am honored in the sight of the LORD, And My God is My strength),  6 He says, "It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant To raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also make You a light of the nations So that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth."
To whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: The mystery is that God would make a bride for Himself from every nation, tribe and tongue. God never told the prophets about the church.  The Church is huge in the mind of God the Father, Jesus Christ the Son and the Scripture itself. 
Ephesians 3:3-6  3 by revelation there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief.  4 By referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ,  5 which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit;  6 to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel, 

Christ in you, the hope of glory:  How glorious is the church?  Through it….God has revealed that Christ indwells His people.  We are one with Christ and are individually made alive by Him, Chosen by Him, loved by Him and cared for by Him….
But do not miss this point.  Christ does not just love you by yourself.  He loves dearly loves His Church. He came to redeem His Church.  He united Himself with His Church and He makes His Church Glorious by being her Lord and God…. the object of her love and worship.   

His Church is God’s Provision to fulfill Every Believer’s Purpose in Life.  [28-29]

Colossians 1:28-29  28 We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ.  29 For this purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, which mightily works within me.
We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man: Is it any wonder that Paul was willing to face any suffering to proclaim Christ to all men. He knew the existence and the glory of the church was for Christ his Lord. Paul brought the gospel to individual men for the Glory of Christ and he was glad to suffer for the Glory of Christ.   
With all wisdom:  The wisdom of God and not the wisdom of man created the church out of Jews and Gentiles.  Two groups hopelessly alienated from one another.  One head with a body, presenting itself in every place and in every time as local, redeemed and set apart groups of individual members of Christ’s Body. 
1 Corinthians 2:6-8  We speak God's wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God predestined before the ages to our glory;  8 the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has understood; for if they had understood it they would not have crucified the Lord of glory; 
This wisdom not only brought forth the church, but is revealed in and through the church.  

Ephesians 3:10  10 so that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places.
That we may present every man complete in Christ:   Men are completed only in Christ and to be in Christ is to be a part of His church, a member of His Body.  In order to fulfill all that Christ has purposed for you [your completeness] you are saved and set apart as a member of His Church,  His Body.  
Many try to dilute this truth by claiming that these truths only apply to the universal church.  The church that is mostly already dead and gone or the church that has yet to come or the church that is in another country or on another continent or speaks a different language.  But this is clearly not the intent of God’s teachings about His Church.  
How are we to love and serve the dead or those who have yet to be born.  How are we to use our gifts as called out and equipped individuals, to care for those we never see or those to whom we cannot ever speak.  Simple logic forces us to conclude that these teachings are for your own local church.  It is you who are to love one another and serve one another sacrificially. 
For this purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, which mightily works within me:  Paul was willing to suffer for the church.  He was willing to labor for the church.  “Striving” is the word we get agonizing from.  Labor to the point of exhaustion.  Now let’s be clear here.  He did not do this for some institution that is run by men and for men.  He did not do this for a program or a committee.  He did it for Christ’s Bride.  For Christ’s Children.  For Christ’s brothers and sisters…all of whom were his brothers and sisters.  He did it for people he could see and touch and teach and love and help.  And He was able to do it….and so are you….because it is the will of God for you, God has equipped you to do it and His Holy Spirit will enable [the Greek meaning of “according to His power”] you to do it. 
CONCLUSION

Scripture clearly reveals God’s intention and command that we should love His Church.  He calls it, His Body.  Can we seriously say that we love a person, but do not care what happens to their arms, or legs or torso….only their head?  Can you see the nonsense of our present day “hate the church” or “don’t commit to: or “join the church” mind-set?
This is not the kind of teaching you can just ignore.  The Local Church is the household in which His Children live and love.  It is the building in which we dwell together in safety and it is the Body in which we serve one another with love and compassion.  
Hebrews 2:11-13  11 For both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all from one Father; for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren,  12 saying, "I WILL PROCLAIM YOUR NAME TO MY BRETHREN, IN THE MIDST OF THE CONGREGATION I WILL SING YOUR PRAISE."  13 And again, "I WILL PUT MY TRUST IN HIM." And again, "BEHOLD, I AND THE CHILDREN WHOM GOD HAS GIVEN ME."
Will you commit to and care for His Body the Church?  Will you fulfill your destiny as an individual believer?  The whole is much grander than the sum of its parts.  What Christ has for you to do as a believer is fully realized in the Local Church, His Body on earth.  
God has given you grace for salvation and grace for service.  You are an important part of Christ’s family.  You are important to me.  Look around you for a moment….you are important to one another.  This is not the time to be a “severed or paralyzed” limb.  What glory is there in a head that has no body, or a father who has no children, or a King who has no subjects?  
May God grant you, right now the courage to commit to His purposes for your life in a renewed way.  Love His Church.  Serve Him in His Church and Live for His Church.  Love One Another, Serve Christ by serving one another, and Live for one another in His Local Church.  
Romans 12:9-16  9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good.  [how God wants us to live together in His Church] 10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor;  11 not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;   [Your response to opposition] 12 rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer,  13 contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality.  14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. [Your devotion to one another in the Local Church] 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.  16 Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind [look down on] , but associate with the lowly. Do not be wise in your own estimation.

Ephesians 3:20-21   20 Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us,  21 to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen.
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