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Introduction:  How do you go about explaining the gospel to a neighbor, friend or loved one?  It’s easy to stumble at this point, because we often cannot readily explain it to ourselves.  Are you sure you know what God says will save a man?  We know it is the Gospel, but what is that exactly?

1 Corinthians 15:1-2  Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand,  2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain.  
The last phase of verse two is chilling.  “unless you believed in vain.”   God says that you are saved by believing the Gospel unless you are believing and holding onto the wrong gospel.  “In vain,” does not mean that you can believe the true gospel in vain.  It means that it is possible to believe a vain gospel. “Vain” in Greek means “ill considered” and “without just cause.”  
Have you ever wondered why there are so many people who consider themselves Christian, and yet give no evidence of salvation?  But, God is at work in His Children, transforming them and finishing what He has begun.  
Philippians 1:6   6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.

Romans 8:29-30  29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren;  30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.

The problem of people who profess Christ, but remain unchanged, is so widespread, that many have created a third category of human being to explain it.  The first two are biblical:  We are either in Christ or we are not.  We are either born again by the power of the Holy Spirit or we are not.  

2 Corinthians 5:17   17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.

1 Peter 1:3-5   3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you…
This third state is called, the carnal believer.  It describes a true Christian who has never bowed his or her knee to Christ.  They have prayed a prayer or walked an aisle or signed a confession, but nothing ever changed for them.  They have been assured….vainly….that they are now “saved” because of these actions.  But you have to be a believer to be saved. You have to believe what God says.  

Ephesians 2:8-10   8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

Is it the gospel to “pray to ask Jesus into your heart” or to “receive Jesus as your personal Savior?”  I know these are cherished phrases and I am not saying that it is wrong to pray these things ….What I am asking is this:  What Jesus are we talking about here?  Is it a Jesus who makes no demands on anyone?  Is He just some person who loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life? Or wants to give you your best life now?  More critically it needs to be asked: Can a person be saved by saying “magic words” or repeating a prayer?  And if they can…..then why is a new work often NOT begun by Christ and pursued by His Holy Spirit?  Can Jesus Christ NOT BE LORD. but just savior?
Colossians 1:15-23  15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things have been created through Him and for Him.  17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.  18 He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything.  19 For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him,  20 and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven.  21 And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds,  22 yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach--  23 if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a minister.
JESUS CHRIST IS THE LORD GOD OF CREATION [15-20]
He is the image of the invisible God: The word “image” describes a hard metal stamp used to press an image into a silver or golden coin.  It produces a precise and perfect image of itself on that coin.  God the Son, by becoming man, has fully revealed the invisible God to men.  
But this is about humanity as well as Christ.  Listen carefully while I explain.  Does it seem incredible to you that God should become a man?  Of course.  We are so fallen and sinful and earthly.  We are visible and finite while God is invisible and infinite. BUT….God created men and women in His image to reveal His glory to all creation.  
The uniqueness of humanity is under serious attack in our day. Ask yourselves why that should be.  What is at the core issue of homosexual marriage?  Not a human rights issue,  but a fundamental repudiation of the image of God in the world.  God made male and female in His image to reveal His Glory.  That little detail is God’s detail and it is therefore not allowed for us to tamper with it.  We are tampering with God’s image. 
Genesis 1:27   27 God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.

Why are men allowed to murder one another with impunity? Because human beings have no supreme value to those who reject the God of creation.  Because men cannot kill God, the next best thing is to kill His image bearers in the world.  Murder is the ultimate form of hatred and rebellion against the Living God.  

Genesis 9:6   6 "Whoever sheds man's blood, By man his blood shall be shed, For in the image of God He made man.  
Why is a human baby of no more value, or in some cases of less value than a baby seal.  Why should we save the baby seals, but not the baby humans?  This is not just because men have taken leave of their sense.  It is because they have rejected God at every level and hate humanity because it reveals God’s image. 

In Christ God revealed that being human is not our problem.  Sin is our problem.  God is not embarrassed or incapable of becoming human because He made us in His image. 
TURN TO: Matthew 22:17-22  17 "Tell us then, what do You think? Is it lawful to give a poll-tax to Caesar, or not?"  18 But Jesus perceived their malice, and said, "Why are you testing Me, you hypocrites?  19 "Show Me the coin used for the poll-tax." And they brought Him a denarius.  20 And He said to them, "Whose likeness and inscription is this?"  21 They said to Him, "Caesar's." Then He said to them, "Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's; and to God the things that are God's."  22 And hearing this, they were amazed, and leaving Him, they went away.
Jesus is asked to chose between honoring the government or God.  This is clearly a trap  into which many, many believers have fallen.  Who is your Lord?  Is it Caesar or is it God?  Caesar has the IRS and the prisons. I guess believers must rebel in their hearts and obey grudgingly and outwardly.  Jesus refused to do either of these and so should you.  Notice what He does do…..
Jesus calls for a coin and asks a simple question.  A child can give the correct answer to it.  “Whose likeness [this is the word image we have just considered]….whose image is on this coin?”  They said to Him, "Caesar's."  Jesus responded saying, “Then give it to Caesar if it has his exact likeness stamped on it, but give to God what has His exact likeness stamped on it.  
Christian,  you may freely give your money to a godless and corrupt government.  It has their name and image stamped on it….but dear ones…..will you likewise freely give the one thing that you possess with the image of God stamped on it…..your very life?  

The firstborn of all creation:  Jehovah’s Witnesses love to camp on this phrase to assert that Jesus was not God the Son, the second person of the Trinity.  But, theirs is an unsupportable position.  To begin with it goes against the entire context of which clearly asserts that Christ is the creator and not the created.   

Colossians 1:16   16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things have been created through Him and for Him. 
The word translated “firstborn” can mean the first chronologically born son, but it is well known that it speaks primarily of position or rank.  The firstborn was the one with the inheritance not the one who was necessarily born first. The firstborn is Preeminent.
Israel [formerly Jacob] is called God’s firstborn, but it was Esau who was first in order:

Exodus 4:22  22 "Then you shall say to Pharaoh, 'Thus says the LORD, "Israel is My son, My firstborn.

Preeminent means He is Lord, Master, Ruler, Owner, Life Giver, Life Taker, Final Authority in the entire Creation.  This is how He is seen in Revelation. 
Revelation 5:13  13 And every created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all things in them, I heard saying, "To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and ever."

He is before all things:  When the Universe was spoken into existence Christ was already there. 

John 1:1-3  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2 He was in the beginning with God.  3 All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.

When He was born in Bethlehem He had already existed from eternity past.  

Micah 5:2   2 "But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be among the clans of Judah, From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, From the days of eternity."

In Him all things hold together:  Christ not only created the universe, but He keeps it going.  There is virtually no possibility of man destroying what Christ wills to sustain.  The world will end exactly when Christ wills it and not a single moment sooner.  He not Lord of Creation….of which you are a part?

Christ controls all the forces of nature, but nothing reveals this truth more than the nuclear force.  Several things about the atom have been known for sometime now.  In a molecule of oxygen, for example, there are 8 positively charged protons and 8 neutrally charged neutrons, all crammed together in the nucleus.  The universe teaches us that like charges repel one another and yet the nucleus does not explode.  George Garnow, who co-founded the Big Bang theory, wrote the following: 

“The fact that we live in a world in which practically every object is a potential nuclear explosive, without being blown to bits, is due to the extreme difficulties that attend the starting of a nuclear reaction.”
The Physicist Karl Darrow said, “It implies that all the massive nuclei have no right to be alive at all.  Indeed, they should never have been created, and if created, they should have blown up instantly.  Yet here they all are….Some inflexible inhibition is holding them relentlessly together.  The nature of the inhibition is also a secret….one thus fare reserved by Nature for herself.” 

He is also head of the body, the church: The head commands the body.  Is Christ building a body with severed limbs or paralyzed ones that cannot be commanded and ruled by their head?  Absurd!  His Lordship over the Creation certainly makes Him Lord over His Church and thus Lord over you and me.  This is the Christ in whom we trust for salvation.  The Creator has willingly born our sins and we are members of His body.  
He is the beginning: “In the beginning was God.”  Christ is the cause behind time.  H is the Eternal God.   

The firstborn from the dead:  Again the same Greek word used in verse 15.  Were there others resurrected before Christ?  Absolutely! Enoch and Elijah and Lazarus.  Also the holy men and women who came out of the tombs on the day of Christ’s crucifixion.  BUT….There was never a resurrection like Christ’s.  It is the pre-eminent and only resurrection of its kind.   It authenticated everything that Christ had claimed.  
Matthew 12:38-40  38 Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to Him, "Teacher, we want to see a sign from You."  39 But He answered and said to them, "An evil and adulterous generation craves for a sign; and yet no sign will be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet;  40 for just as JONAH WAS THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS IN THE BELLY OF THE SEA MONSTER, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.

Romans 1:3-4   3 concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant of David according to the flesh,  4 who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord,

So that He Himself will come to have first place in everything: Everything means every….thing.  Men do not make Christ Lord of their lives.  He is Lord of  your life.  To embrace a Savior who is not Lord is to believe in vain.  
For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him:  The entirety of the Trinity is in Christ.  If Christ of the Scripture can save you.   
JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF RECONCILED YOU TO GOD [21-22]
Colossians 1:21-22   21 And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds,  22 yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach--
Although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds:  We are now getting right down to the crux of the Gospel.  This is the part that many do not want to tell. Because of that, countless men and women are converted to some sort of religious belief rather than to Christ.  ALL MEN are guilty of breaking God’s righteous law.   Alienated means separated and estranged and at war.  Hostile describes active hatred.  If you do not believe this is true then just begin to talk to people about their attitudes toward God’s  righteous commands. Let me…
· Have you ever told a lie….that makes you a liar

· Have you ever stolen anything at all….that makes you a thief. 

· Have you ever made anything more important than God....that makes you an idolater. 

Men are hostile to God because they are estranged and estranged because of their hostility.  Evolution erases the Creator to whom we are accountable.  Wouldn’t it be grand if we could just skip this last part and ask people to pray a prayer?  
Yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death:  The Gospel begins with the hopeless state of men contrasted with the exalted place of the God of Creation.  These are irreconcilable.  Even if you begin today to live a perfect life….which you cannot do…..But, let’s say for the sake of argument that you can.  You cannot undo the past.  Do not be deceived by the false notion that you can balance your sin with good.  

Ill:  Imagine yourself before a judge when you are guilty of robbery and murder.  They have you on tape.  All the witnesses agree.  The gun was in your hand, but you say…..”Judge….I will never do anything like this again.  I will be good from now on.”  Will this work?  No! because the just judge must not let you go.  Justice must be satisfied. 
If this is true on earth, how much more is it true in heaven.  Is The Living God just or not?  Is He the wimp that much of Christianity makes Him out to be….just too weak or too old to actually hold men accountable.  This is how the Bible describes that judgment.  

Revelation 20:11-12  11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them…..  and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds.

Against this dreadful backdrop is the blessed little word “yet.”  The perfectly just God cannot ignore the hatred and evil of men…or He ceases to be just. YET… He is filled with mercy, compassion, love and grace for His fallen and broken creatures.  Creatures made in His own image, but then defaced and vandalized by Satan and sin.  

Christ came into the world and lived a sinless life.  Then He, in love, took the just punishment that you deserve.  There must be justice!….Right?  Even the world cries out for justice.  The Gospel Good News is therefore Christ.  Christ satisfied the justice of God on your behalf.  He is the only possible way for any man to ever come to God. He is not one of many ways. To “receive Christ” is to receive this Christ. It is to forsake all hope in yourself or your righteousness.  Have faith [trust] alone in Christ alone! 
· Is the Gospel magic words you say?  No

· Is the Gospel something you must do? No

· Is the Gospel something with no commitment? ABSOLUTELY NOT!

Luke 9:18-25   18 And it happened that while He was praying alone, the disciples were with Him, and He questioned them, saying, "Who do the people say that I am?"  19 They answered and said, "John the Baptist, and others say Elijah; but others, that one of the prophets of old has risen again."  20 And He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" And Peter answered and said, "The Christ of God”…….  23 And He was saying to them all, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me.  24 "For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, he is the one who will save it.  25 "For what is a man profited if he gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits himself?
Who will ever come if we tell them this Gospel?  Everyone that the Father calls.  He has called you hasn’t He.  
Acts 13:48   48 When the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord; and as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed.
John 6:37-39  37 "All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out.  
CONCLUSION: JESUS HIMSELF IS THE ONLY GOSPEL  [23]

Colossians 1:23  23 if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a minister.

Please do not misread this verse.  It does not say if you continue in good works.  It does not say, if you never lose your temper, or have an evil thought or struggle with sin and weakness.  It says “IF YOU CONTINUE IN THE FAITH.”  Faith is trust…. and your trust must be in this Glorious, All Sufficient Christ of the Scripture.  
· If you trust your prayer you can always wonder if you were sincere enough.

· If you trust your good works you will always wonder if they are good enough
· If you trust faith [faith in faith] you will always wonder if it is strong enough

Firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard:  Trust Christ!  He is sincere enough.  He is good enough and He is strong enough.  He is the gospel. This is the Christ-Centered Gospel.  

2 Corinthians 4:3-6  3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing,  4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  5 For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake.  6 For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.
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