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Introduction:  Last week in Colossians, Paul pointed us to a Christ Centered Faith.  Not faith in sound doctrine or key aspects of the Gospel message, but absolute trust [the synonym for faith] in the Sinless Person of Jesus Christ and His Perfect and Sufficient payment for your sins.  Christ Saving Faith does not make you religious, but devoted to Christ in love.  It changes the basis of your life from ritual and doctrine to love for Christ and devotion to His Glory. Jesus Himself said that this was the greatest commandment.  It should not therefore surprise us that faith that does not love Jesus with all its heart, soul, mind and strength is not saving faith.  Only Christ Jesus can save. 
Today the Scripture introduces us to The Christ Centered Life.  God tells us:
· The Source of a Christ Centered Life [9-10]

· The Ability to Live a Christ Centered Life [11]

· The Gracious Gift of a Christ Centered Life [12-14]

Col. 1:7 tells us that it was Epaphras who carried the gospel of Christ to Colossae.  He is now a companion of Paul and his prison mate in Rome.  Paul is writing from prison. 
Philemon 1:23  23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, greets you, 

Epaphras had come to Rome to find Paul and bring him news of the church that had sprung up in Colossae.  Paul would have naturally wanted to know about the validity of their faith. As we have seen, there is much counterfeit faith in the world.  Had God made them alive and granted them faith?  Epaphras reported that the brothers and sisters there had a Spirit generated love for Christ and one another.  They had a Christ Centered Faith. 
Colossians 1:7-8  you learned it from Epaphras, our beloved fellow bond-servant, who is a faithful servant of Christ on our behalf,  8 and he also informed us of your love in the Spirit.

This is the news that has provoked much of this letter,  particularly the next few verses.  

Colossians 1:9-14  9 For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,  10 so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;  11 strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously  12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light.  13 For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,  14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  

As certainly as our initial salvation depends on Christ Alone, so does our daily Christian life.  A Christ Centered Faith leads naturally to a Christ Centered Life.  As surely as Christ Alone Justifies the Ungodly, He also Sanctifies them.  We are dependent from beginning to end on the Grace and Enabling of Jesus Christ.  Failure to recognize this point leads to a Christless Christianity.  It is common to embrace the grace of the cross but imagine that we need to perform works to maintain our Christian Life. 
Galatians 2:20  20 "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.

Let’s try to make some sense then of how our daily lives are no longer ours but Christ’s.  How do we live in daily dependent faith in Jesus Christ.  
The Source of a Christ Centered Life [9-10]

Colossians 1:9-10   For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,  10 so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;

For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you:  Prayer reveals our dependence upon God.  Your walk with Christ requires your prayerful dependence.  From the very beginning of our lives we have been dependent.  We know our New Birth was totally of God, but What is the source of Our Christian Life?  Let’s trace the progression for a moment: 
New Birth:  God has done several notable miracles at the moment that He caused you to be born again. Your are born to a life and Eternal Life comes with an inheritance.  Both are imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away because they are all protected by the power of God . 
1 Peter 1:3-5  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,  5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

A new heart: Our adoptions as sons comes with a new and softened heart. 

Ezekiel 36:26-27   26 "Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  27 "I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.

Both Hebrews and Romans tell us that God has made us partakers of the New Covenant He made with Israel by uniting us with Christ.  We have actually received these blessed promises in Christ before Israel has.  They will receive them when God turns their hearts to their Messiah in the last days.  If you cannot conceive of God doing such a thing…then you might have forgotten the miracle of your own conversion.  “You who were dead in your trespasses and sins, has He made alive!”
Zechariah 12:10  10 "I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son, and they will weep bitterly over Him like the bitter weeping over a firstborn.

Partakers of His Nature:  We are given a share in Christ’s nature which has the capacity to know God and love Him.  Through this God has chosen to deliver us, not just from the penalty of sin, but also from the power of sin.   

2 Peter 1:3-4  His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.  4 For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.
Last week we asked this question.  “If God has chosen His children before the creation of the world, why does He task us with preaching to and praying for the lost?”  Today we ask:  “If God is the one who perfects and transforms His people why does He call constantly for us to know His commands and obey them?”  The answer in both cases is the same.  What God wills Sovereignly to do, He does with and through human means. 

God pours out grace for faith and salvation, but He does it through the preaching of the Cross.  He then begins to transform us into the image of Christ, but He does it through the preaching of and obedience to His Word.  By His Word we know what the image of Christ is.  In Christ we have escaped the ownership of sin in our lives.  
But, we are redeemed sinners.  We are fallen men living in a fallen world who have been rescued by our blessed Savior.  The chains of sin have fallen off.  If we now look to ourselves we will be enslaved again.  All eyes therefore on the Cross of Christ. 

Jesus Himself taught us to pray daily for our fundamental needs. To pray daily for forgiveness and the ability to forgive one another.  To pray daily for protection from sin and temptation and even Satan himself.  What is more fundamental than freedom from sin?
Matthew 6:11-13  11 'Give us this day our daily bread.  12 'And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  13 'And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.'

Paul began to pray because he knew their lives depended on it.  Let’s see what he prayed.  

That you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding:  If there were a container in your mind marked “spiritual wisdom and understanding”  how full would you estimate it to be?  How should you fill it?  Where do men find a true knowledge of God?  This  knowledge is more than mere Bible knowledge.  The Pharisees sadly made that mistake as do many believers in our day. 
John 5:38-40  38 "You do not have His word abiding in you, for you do not believe Him whom He sent. [They were not Christ Centered]  39 "You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about Me; [The Christ] 40 and you are unwilling to come to Me [The Christ] so that you may have life.   

Your doctrine must be for the purpose of knowing the blessed person of Jesus Christ. This makes doctrine “Christ Centered.”  There is a lot of correct doctrine that has no power to transform lives because it does not look to Christ, but to itself instead. The Holy Spirit directs your gaze to the Glory of Christ who will then transform you into His image.  
2 Corinthians 3:17-18   17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.  18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

This should be your primary prayer concern for one another.  “Lord, make us to know Jesus Christ through your Word.  We desire a Christ Centered Life and not a Bible Centered one?  Only one of them can be “The Center.”  The Scripture is God’s blessed, infallible, breathed out means to centering our attention on Christ.
So that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord:  What do you think of when you hear the phrase “walk in a worthy manner?”   Does it mean that you will be righteous enough to reveal Christ accurately in this world?  We were told to be a good testimony for Jesus.  In order to do this we became…dare I say this….consummate hypocrites.  
Have you noticed that you still struggle with sin? Of course you have. This is what Paul intended when he said,  “Christ died for sinners of whom I am chief.”  We do not just become sinless when we come to the Cross.  Sinlessness is not the definition of the Worthy Walk because no believer is without sin. 

1 John 1:8  8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.

The Worthy Walk is not about our profession of Christ either [religion or rule keeping].  I know countless people who keep rules and observe days, but do not love Christ or one another [practice the truth].  That is not a “worthy walk.”
1 John 1:6  6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth;

You have been saved by grace and you are to live by Grace.  You have received a Christ Centered Faith and now you are to live a Christ Centered Life.  The Worthy Walk is a Life of Christ lived out in the lives of dependent Christians, through the enabling of The Holy Spirit.  It is to be prayed for and sought with humility and dependency.  

Philippians 1:6  6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.

Philippians 2:12-13  12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling;  13 for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.

Ephesians 2:10  10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

· A Worthy Walk has humility, gentleness, patience and love.  

Ephesians 4:1-3  Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called,  2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love,  3 being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

Not proud or haughty.  Not arrogant, but lowly in mind and unpretentious.  Not loving yourself but someone else more than yourself.  Having patience.  Why do we become impatient?  Because we are not humble….we think we should not have to put up with it, but Christ Jesus lived like that.  Here are just two examples. 

Galatians 3:13  13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us-- for it is written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE "—

Mark 10:45  45 "For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many."

· A Worthy Walk is one that believes every Word of Christ because they trust the Supremely blessed and sufficient Savior who spoke them.  
2 Corinthians 5:7  7 for we walk by faith, not by sight—
To please Him in all respects:  Nothing pleases God like our childlike trust in His love and care for us. 
Hebrews 11:6  without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.

Mark 10:14-15  "Permit the children to come to Me; do not hinder them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.  15 "Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it at all."

· A Worthy Walk imitates the love of God for sinners.  
Ephesians 5:1-2  Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children;  2 and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.

DO you realize that no one has ever been worthy of Christ’s Love.  I hope you do.  His Love is un-merited.  It is not directed toward the loveable but toward you and me….sinners.  You get zero credit for loving your best friend or dearest family member.  That is not what this aspect of the walk is about.  And Yes….I have a verse: 

Matthew 5:46   46 "For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same?  

The love of God is directed toward the person who offends you.  The one who you do not like.  To imitate Christ in this is The Worthy Walk.  The Worthy Walk is not speaking of  righteous perfection, but about redeemed sinners living in dependence upon their righteous Savior every day.  
Bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God:  All of these characteristics are the work of the Lord.  He is perfecting you.  He is at work in you.  Your are His workmanship.  The Worthy Walk is the one that waits at the foot of the Cross in humility.  It is Christ Centered.  Let me show you how: 

Everyday we are faced with countless decisions to put ourselves and our desires ahead of our spouses, our friends and others in our lives.  There is the guys in traffic or the rude clerk who gives you lousy service.  Christ Centered Humility takes these daily events and considers them in the light of what Christ has done for you.  Did Christ Jesus put you first at the Cross.  Did He seek His own comfort or desires?  NO!  He was not just humble, my brothers and sisters.  He was humble toward you and for your eternal salvation.  
Now why should you be humble?  Because God will be mad if you aren’t?  That is the man-centered view.  It is all about us and what we do or do not do. The Christ Centered believer seeks Christ’s life and will not settle for less because it is the essence of humility.  We want to be like Him because He is worthy to be imitated. The same is true of the gentleness required to have consideration for others rather than yourself. It is true of the patience required to deal with difficult people.  Christ was gentle toward you. He has been infinitely patient….With You. 
Works that please God are works of faith.  They are acts of trust in Him Alone.  They are not ritual works of righteousness, but fruit that the Spirit produces in our dependent lives. They are works that we pray for. 
Fruit is alive…. It comes from something alive. Christ Centered lives do all things with a conscious awareness that it is through the enabling of the Spirit of God. It is amazing that what pleases God most is our simple dependence on Him to work in us. 
Philippians 2:13   13 for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.

Increasing in the knowledge of God:  Consider this: You are His project [workmanship] He is not yours.  He is working to please Himself in your life.  So your trials, your circumstances are anything but a sign of God’s displeasure. They are  His working in you to will and to work for His Good Pleasure.  We increase in the knowledge of God every time we face something in this world and turn to God in dependence to grant us the character of Christ.  Then we gain experiential knowledge.   Christ will bring us through it by His Sovereign Power. The Christ Centered Life has the expectation that we will experience the love and Care of Christ for us….today.  
The Ability to Live a Christ Centered Life [11]

Colossians 1:11  11 strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously

Strengthened with all power:  The word power here is enabling.  It is enabling for the Worthy Walk that we desire.  It is literally enabled with all enabling.  That is the prayer…what is the source of our enabling?
According to His glorious might: The word “according”  means coming from.  Again, Our Mighty God enables His Children.  You cannot afford to try this on your own.  A Christ Centered Faith lives a Christ Centered Life. 
For the attaining of all steadfastness and patience: God makes His own children stand.  This is a repeated promise in the Scripture.  

Romans 14:4   4 Who are you to judge the servant of another? To his own master he stands or falls; and he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand.
Romans 8:29-30   29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren;  30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.

The Gracious Gift of a Christ Centered Life [12-14]

Colossians 1:12-14  12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light.  13 For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,  14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
Giving thanks to the Father:  It is a crying shame that the very thing that God designed to evoke gratitude from His Children seems to incur their ire instead.  Men are completely lost, hopeless and bereft of righteousness.  They are not forced to refuse God.  They do it willingly and at times aggressively.  Every human ever born is deserving of hell. 

Can you not step back from considering the equity of God long enough to fall on your face in gratitude for His unspeakable gift of grace and faith.  ….let us give thanks to God continually for His surpassing mercy and grace to us.  Because…HE has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light.   

John 1:4-5  4 In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.  5 The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.

He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son:  “He rescued us!”  “We lived in darkness!”  Darkness means devoid of light of “to hide.”   God was hidden to men until Christ appeared.  
Proverbs 4:18-19  the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, That shines brighter and brighter until the full day.  19 The way of the wicked is like darkness; They do not know over what they stumble.

In whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins:  What is the proper price for a human being?  Would you accept a sheep or even an Ox for one of your children?  God paid a just a full price for your human life and he paid it while you were in bondage as a slave to sin.  He bore the humiliation that was yours as a piece of property.  He took  your place and set you free.   

CONCLUSION

Your daily Christian life…the one you are going to live when you step foot out of here in a few minutes, will either be man centered or Christ Centered. You will either go out of here and try harder to be a good person, be patient with your spouse or children.  Turn over a new leaf and not think certain thoughts or you will seek Christ in humility and dependency to transform you by the renewing of your mind. You will worship the one who set you free. Let your life will be characterized by the same dependency that you had at the Cross.  This is the Christ-Centered Christian life.   
What will it be for you?  More of the same?  I say no.  Resolve to depend on Christ for your Christian life.  Own your most besetting sin and begin today to surrender it to the transforming Spirit of God.  There is nothing God cannot change in the truly dependent believer.  The man centered life always ends in failure…ALWAYS!  Martin Luther knew this centuries ago when he wrote this stanza of his now famous hymn; 
Did we in our own strength confide

Our Striving would be losing,

Were not the right Man on our side,

The Man of God’s own Choosing

Dost ask who that may be?

Christ Jesus…It is He

Lord Sabaoth His name,

From age to age the same,

And He must win the Battle
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