Do You Have A Christ Centered Faith?
Colossians 1:1-8  

August 8, 2010
Pastor Paul O. Anthes

Introduction:  We all tend to do this:  We can read several lines of an article or book without really beginning to consider the details of what is being said.  This is at least one of the reasons there is so much misinformation out there.  The headline in the newspaper seldom….if ever, matches the actual story’s details.  Let the reader beware!  
What about Scripture?  If you are a Bible reader, and I hope you are, it is easy to fall into the same pattern.  You have read this passage before.  You already know what it says.  You might even be just putting in some reading time because it is the right thing to do…and Bible reading is a great thing to do. 

So what is my point?  Simply this: We humans are inclined to evaluate things….well….humanly.  We put things through our human filters [what we already know or think we know] because everything passes through there so easily.  The Book of Colossians is a detailed explanation of how The Gospel, Saving Faith, The Church, and The Christian Life all center or find their purpose, in the person of Jesus Christ.  In our day, many Church people cannot give clear answers to the following questions.  Let’s see how you do:
What is The Gospel?

What is The Difference between believing in God and having Saving Faith?

What is the Main Purpose for the Church in the world?

What is the Main Purpose of my Christian Life?
Colossians reveals such things.  If answers to these questions are important to you then you will want to put aside whatever you think you already know and let the Word of God penetrate deeply.  Paul makes this very admonition to these brothers in Colossae.  

Colossians 3:16-17   16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.  17 Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.

These are noble words that you may already know, but how are we to accomplish this as our foundational rule of life?  Let’s begin then, at the beginning: 
Colossians 1:1-8  Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,  2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are at Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our Father.  3 We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,  4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you have for all the saints;  5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word of truth, the gospel  6 which has come to you, just as in all the world also it is constantly bearing fruit and increasing, even as it has been doing in you also since the day you heard of it and understood the grace of God in truth;  7 just as you learned it from Epaphras, our beloved fellow bond-servant, who is a faithful servant of Christ on our behalf,  8 and he also informed us of your love in the Spirit.  

In these 8 verses there are 10 mentions of God.  All three persons of the Trinity are named.  Paul says that the Gospel “came to them” because God willed it. He reveals the only source of Grace and Truth.  He introduces the role of human believers as the means of  your Salvation.  He even brings in the subject of our transformation into the image of Christ.  
· God wills and then acts that His people will hear the gospel  [1-2]

· God is the source of Grace, Peace and Truth [2-3]

· Faith in Christ and Love for One another are indivisible. [4]

· The Gospel is for your entire Christian Life [5-6 ]
· Christ’s preachers are often the means of Gospel knowledge [7-8]
Why am I preaching this sermon: This morning, as we begin our study in Colossians, I want you to evaluate your own understanding of faith.  It is vital [life producing] that you have a Christ-Centered Faith.  We have all known people that will say that they believe in Christ but we do not think they are Christians.   What does the Bible say about Saving Faith.  What is the difference between mental assent and saving faith.  Are you certain you have a Christ-Centered Faith? 
God wills and then acts that His people will hear the Gospel  [1-2]

Colossians 1:1-2  Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,  2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are at Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our Father.
Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God:  Perhaps you think of an apostle as a special office, like senator or captain or even bishop.  But, the word means “one sent on a mission.”  Paul says it was the will of God that he be sent to reveal Christ. The word “will” describes “something desired and pre-determined to happen.”  There is nothing passive or accidental about hearing the gospel.  God acted to make it so.  

Acts 9:1-6  Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest,  2 and asked for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, both men and women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.  3 As he was traveling, it happened that he was approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him;  4 and he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?"  5 And he said, "Who are You, Lord?" And He said, "I am Jesus whom you are persecuting,  6 but get up and enter the city, and it will be told you what you must do."  

To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are at Colossae: We tend to use the phrase “the will of God,” very casually these days.  There was nothing casual about it in the minds of Paul.  God determined by an act of His will to convert Paul and then to have him write this letter of instruction to His Church in Colossae. 
It was God’s idea to send the most notorious enemy of Christ to proclaim Him and Exalt Him to the Jewish and Roman world.  The Preaching of the Cross is the Proclamation and Exaltation of our Jesus Christ and it was clearly God’s idea and not man’s. 
God is the source of Grace, Peace and Truth [2-3]  
Colossians 1:2-3  2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are at Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our Father.  3 We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,

Grace to you and peace from God our Father:  This is a classic greeting of Paul.  Can we take a moment to consider it before moving on?

Grace to you:  Grace is “good will, loving kindness and favor.”  The Bible makes it clear that it is not bestowed on the basis of your merit.  God does not grant grace because He looked into the future and saw that you would deserve it. Speaking of our “good or religious works” the Bible says:  
Romans 4:4-5   4 Now to the one who works, his wage is not credited as a favor [grace], but as what is due.  5 But to the one who does not work, but believes [trusts] in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness,

Romans 4:16   16 For this reason it is by faith, in order that it may be in accordance with grace, so that the promise will be guaranteed to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the Law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all,
Peace from God our Father:  Grace comes TO you.  You cannot obtain it.  If you could it would not be grace and you would not have saving faith.  After Grace follows Peace from God our Father.  

Men are at war with God.  We are by nature His enemies.  He created the world, but men insist that He did not.  He has given life to all men, but they insist that it is the cosmos and by accidental mutations to boot.  God is the father of all men,  but men renounce Him and spurn all His gifts.  We by nature and as a race, are engaged in a infinite insult and offense to God.  He who loved us and gave us everything is disowned by His creatures. 

Romans 1:18-23   18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,  19 because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them.  20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.  21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  22 Professing to be wise, they became fools,  23 and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures.

It is not that men are just ignorant of God.  They are suppressing the truth about Him because of it implication. If God exists and created all things then He owns you outright.  He can and will require you to obey His law and we, by nature are not able to do so. Better to imagine slime as the source of our life then a righteous creator.  Yes….Men need peace with God. When Grace comes to us it makes us live, delivers us from Satan’s clutches, causes us to trust Christ  to save us from our just condemnation and…..it gives us peace with our creator. 

Ephesians 2:1-5  And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,  2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.  4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),  

Faith is trust in the man, Christ Jesus through whom God made the most perfect revelation of Himself in the world.  

John 1:18   18 No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.

Christ Centered Faith will seek Grace, Peace and Truth in Christ Jesus alone.   
Faith in Christ and Love for One another are indivisible. [3-4]  
Colossians 1:3-4   We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,  4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you have for all the saints;
We heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you have for all the saints:  The order of these two is very important.  Many have sought to reverse them by equating love for men with faith in Christ.  But, these cannot be reversed.  When they are disaster follows.  
This is why churches can start out all sweetness and light, because we don’t know each other very well in the beginning.  After a short time we discover that we are going to really have to put ourselves out to be together, to invite people over, to pray seriously for one another, to overlook petty minor offenses that might not have even been intended.  It requires real sacrifice to serve one another with our abilities and money.  We simply cannot sustain our love for one another apart from Christ Centered Faith.  

Here is the Christ-Centered sequence.  The man Christ Jesus loved us as lost sinners, dead in trespasses and sin.  He acted alone to take your deserved punishment for breaking the righteous law of God.  He loved you when you were contemptible and let’s face it…. We are no great prize even now. Really successful spouses are full of gratitude for the way their mates love them in their weakness and failure.  They consider it a small sacrifice to return love to another fallen and imperfect sinner. 
This is the Christ-Centered nature of our faith. We have received His Gracious, undeserved love and we rest in it.  No…we stand in it.  It is unfathomable to us.  Christ knows every thought and motive of my heart and still redeemed me by His loving sacrifice.  But….that is not all He did.  He transformed me by the renewing of my mind. 
With His love written on our hearts and minds, He has commanded us to do the impossible….”love one another.”  But, has sent the Holy Spirit into our lives to produce the very thing that we now desire….The Love of God.  

Galatians 5:22-23  the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

Have you ever wondered how missionaries can spend decades in tribes where men hate them and will not believe.  They do it for the love of Christ whom they also once hated.  They do it because He has loved them in their sin and because Christ is worthy to be obeyed and worshiped and trusted.  Christ-Centered faith yields love for one another.  
How Christ-Centered is your faith?  With one eye firmly on the Cross, resolve today to love one another in Christ.  Pray for it.  Work for it. Put yourself out for it.  Christ Centered Faith considers the unconditional love of God daily and grants it in turn to Christ’s other Children. 
The Gospel is for your entire Christian Life [5-6 ] Christ is the Gospel
Colossians 1:5-6  5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word of truth, the gospel  6 which has come to you, just as in all the world also it is constantly bearing fruit and increasing, even as it has been doing in you also since the day you heard of it and understood the grace of God in truth;
The hope laid up for you in heaven  Yes!  Life is less than perfect here.  But this is not all there is.  Our culture is becoming increasingly materialistic.  I am not saying that having things is wrong.  It has been said that “things are the main thing, but today men are saying that things are the only thing.”  

What do you hope in?  Have you been in despair over election results?  Throw that anxiety on the ash heap of history.  Has you hope of retirement vanished with your 401K and IRA?  File that despair in the circular file right now.  You have a hope laid up in heaven. 

Of which you previously heard in the word of truth, the gospel:  The Gospel is the hope of men!  It begins with the Cross.  Jesus satisfied the justice of God for you.  You have sinned.  More to the point…you are a sinner.  Your nature is bent away from God and leaning toward the world.  
We have hoped in the world….  That it will satisfy us and give us love and joy.  In our pursuit we have spurned God and lived as children of disobedience.  BUT…Jesus became a perfect sinless man and took your place in the courtroom of eternity.  Judged guilty on your behalf and put to death….ON YOUR BEHALF.  This is the Word of Truth…The Gospel.  
Which has come to you:  It came to you because God determined to send it to you.  Some people have great difficulty with how God can chose His children, but then turn around and tell us to preach to the lost.  If God is doing the choosing and the saving then why is He telling us to preach, pray and plead with sinners to repent?  Well here is the simple resolution:

God carries out His predetermined plans through the means of men and women who are His servant / slaves.  The gospel comes to us, but through the proclamation and exaltation of Christ by His people.  Our purpose as witnesses to Christ is to hold Him up as the sole hope of men. He is altogether sufficient and worthy to be trusted and worshiped. 
In all the world also it is constantly bearing fruit and increasing:  Not only is the Gospel the sole way of Salvation, but after salvation it continues to bear fruit and increase.  This means that the preaching of the Cross, the Gospel good news, is what you require for your spiritual transformation as well.  It is tragic when churches cease preaching the gospel.  We should preach it to ourselves every day of our life.  
Even as it has been doing in you also since the day you heard of it and understood the grace of God in truth:  The Gospel is Christ and Christ cannot be preached apart from the Cross.  It is His defining characteristic.  Doctrine does not bear fruit. A living vine or tree does.  God’s Grace and His Truth are known in Christ Jesus. 

John 1:14  14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Come again and again to the Cross.  This is why Paul repeatedly determined to preach the cross, which means to exalt Christ as the only hope of men.  
1 Corinthians 1:23-24   23 but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness,  24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.

1 Corinthians 2:1-5  And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God.  2 For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.  3 I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling,  4 and my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power,  5 so that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God.
Christ’s preachers are your source of Gospel knowledge [7-8] 
Colossians 1:7-8   7 just as you learned it from Epaphras, our beloved fellow bond-servant, who is a faithful servant of Christ on our behalf,  8 and he also informed us of your love in the Spirit.
Think for a moment.  Most people in history never read the Bible…even the believers.  Either they could not read or did not have a Bible.  God orchestrates the lives of men for His own glory and purposes through the obedience of His servants.  
BUT, do not think for a moment that you believed because of some man.  Do not delude yourselves into thinking that you believed on your own….that you figured it out or had the good sense to believe.  Nothing could be further from God’s revealed truth.  It may seem true apart from God’s revelation to you, but the truth is that God sent plain men to accomplish His divine purposes in preaching the Gospel. 

Epaphras was such a man. He served Christ by caring for Christ’s people.  He labored sacrificially for Christ, but it appeared that he labored for the people.  All long term and joyful ministries are planted in the soil of Christ Centeredness.  They are done for Christ.  Consider Peter, who had denied Jesus three time and even cursed the night of His crucifixion. He now finds himself face to face with the risen Lord in the mist of dawn at the Sea of Galilee. 

John 21:12-17  12 Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast." None of the disciples ventured to question Him, "Who are You?" knowing that it was the Lord.  13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and the fish likewise.  14 This is now the third time that Jesus was manifested to the disciples, after He was raised from the dead.  15 So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Tend My lambs."  16 He said to him again a second time, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Shepherd My sheep."  17 He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, "Do you love Me?" And he said to Him, "Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You." Jesus said to him, "Tend My sheep.

Pray for pastors and preachers who love Christ more than they love you.  Do you know why?  Because their care for you is Christ Centered.  They will do it for Christ even when all other motivations fail.  They tend, shepherd and feed you for the love of The Chief Shepherd who has committed His lambs to mere mortal, but redeemed sinners. 
Peter died for Christ, but he did it while tending, shepherding and feeding His lambs.  May God grant us all a Christ centered reason for loving and serving each other.  Christ is worthy to be worshiped and served in this world.  He tells us how….love one another. 

1 Peter 1:18-23  you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers,  19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.  20 For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you  21 who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.  22 Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart,  23 for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of God.
CONCLUSION

Faith is about God.  He willed to bring His people to trust Him before He ever created them.  It is settled because it is His doing and not ours.  You need a Christ Centered Faith.  Nothing else can save.  Faith in faith is pathetic.  Faith in sound Doctrine is a close second.  Faith in the church or its leaders is appalling. Let me make this as clear as I know how: 
Faith has always been and always will be about what God has done and is doing for you and has never been, nor will it ever be, about what you have done or are doing for God!  Write it down in you Bible and inscribe it somewhere on the opening pages of your mine. Faith is about trusting Jesus Christ for everything.  Christ-Centered Faith exalts and serves our Glorious and Sufficient Savior. 
Will you turn this day toward the Cross.  There Christ is revealed in all His Grace and Truth.  The Cross is about the Glory of God and His Son.  It’s benefits flow to us poor, lost, filthy sinners, and our hopeless state exalts Christ’s Gracious love for sinners.  
The world has never understood this.  It is contrary to our human understanding.  The church in our day has eagerly embraced a man-centered faith.  Christ has sought you.  Christ has sent the Gospel to you.  Christ has given eternal life to you.  Christ has placed the Holy Spirit in you.  Christ will bring you to perfection and glory. Christ is the object of our trust.  Trust Christ alone!  This is Christ-Centered Faith.  It reaches fruition in Revelation Five as the redeemed gather before the throne to worship.  Listen to what they say.  Is it not what we have been discovering here today?
Revelation 5:1-14  I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a book written inside and on the back, sealed up with seven seals.  2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, "Who is worthy to open the book and to break its seals?"  3 And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the book or to look into it.  4 Then I began to weep greatly because no one was found worthy to open the book or to look into it;  5 and one of the elders said to me, "Stop weeping; behold, the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so as to open the book and its seven seals."  6 And I saw between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the elders a Lamb standing, as if slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth.  7 And He came and took the book out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne.  8 When He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each one holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.  9 And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.  10 "You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth."  11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands,  12 saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing."  13 And every created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all things in them, I heard saying, "To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and ever."  14 And the four living creatures kept saying, "Amen." And the elders fell down and worshiped.
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