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Introduction:

Does God need money?  To hear some popular TV personalities tell it;  God is on the verge of financial collapse unless you can come up with an offering.   Here is what God says about such ideas: 

Psalm 50:10-12   10 "For every beast of the forest is Mine, The cattle on a thousand hills.  11 "I know every bird of the mountains, And everything that moves in the field is Mine.  12 "If I were hungry I would not tell you, For the world is Mine, and all it contains.
God says He owns everything in the Universe!  He is the owner of all the material possessions that are under your control.  Your home, your job and the assets associated with it, your investments, savings, and cash.  Even your children and spouse….. “The world is His, and all it contains.”   Here is a companion thought:  God owns you!  He owns all men because He made them.  

Acts 17:25  He Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things;
But, if you are one who trusts Christ alone for your eternal life,  He owns you in a particular way.   He sent His own Son into the world to pay the ransom for you.  You were a slave to sin and death, without hope in this world or the one to come.  You were an enemy of God and separated from Him.  Jesus redeemed you.  That is to say, “He bought back what He already owned”  because we were enslaved to sin in this life.  

1 Peter 1:18-19  18 knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers,  19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.

1 Corinthians 6:20  20 For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.
How does God intend then, in light of these truths, that we should glorify Him in our body?   One big way is through giving!   But you just said that God does not need anything.   Yes.  God clearly says that He does not need anything,  but has nevertheless,  instructed His church in the world to give Him glory through giving.   So, there must be some other reasons for giving.   

Let’s begin with some of the reasons for “not giving:”  

Fear.  We are afraid that we will run out of money.  Did you know that people with huge nest eggs have this same anxiety.  Most of my life I have been afraid to run out of money by the end of the month.  Or to run out before I have paid all the bills.  People with a lot of money saved are afraid that they will run out before they die.  How can we seriously think about what we should give when we are afraid that we will not have enough to get by ourselves.  
Pride:  We don’t like to consider this one.  I had to confess this to God as I contemplated this message.  I have been proud;  wanting to be seen as the provider.  The one who gives my children what they need and my wife the grocery money and pays for the clothes and trips and dinners out.  I don’t want to have to say,  I don’t have the money for that.  I see in my own heart a desire to be in the place of God on this issue.  Nothing is more prideful than that. 
Lack of Trust in God:  We do not have any experiential sense of God’s provision for us.  We do not think of our food as a gift from Him.  We say grace before the meals but do we seriously think that God gave us this food to eat and that we would not have it otherwise?  Jesus spoke directly to this issue in the Sermon on the Mount:
Matthew 6:24-30  24 "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.  25 "For this reason I say to you, do not be worried about your life, as to what you will eat or what you will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?  26 "Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they?  27 "And who of you by being worried can add a single hour to his life?  28 "And why are you worried about clothing? Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do they spin,  29 yet I say to you that not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of these.  30 "But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you? You of little faith!
These are the reasons that we do not give, but do we know why we should give to God?  This is a major emphasis in the Scripture because God knows that our money and possessions are dear to us.  They are often the thing MOST dear to us.  This is why we should know what God has to say about them and our attitude toward them in this world.  
Today we want to consider:

· Why Should We Give 

· How Much Should We Give.   

Why Should We Give?
Luke 6:31-40   31 "Treat others the same way you want them to treat you.  32 "If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them.  33 "If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same.  34 "If you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners in order to receive back the same amount.  35 "But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men.  36 "Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.  37 "Do not judge, and you will not be judged; and do not condemn, and you will not be condemned; pardon, and you will be pardoned.  38 "Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good measure-- pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return."  39 And He also spoke a parable to them: "A blind man cannot guide a blind man, can he? Will they not both fall into a pit?  40 "A pupil is not above his teacher; but everyone, after he has been fully trained, will be like his teacher.

Most Christians think of money as the unmentionable subject.  I don’t like to preach on it for all of the reasons that I mentioned above.  I too am fearful, prideful and lack trust in God alone.  We think that Jesus was too spiritual to talk money.  We imagine that everything should be spiritualized to have some deeper meaning, but Jesus was a man like you and me.  He and the Twelve lived off the offerings of others and the service of some women that cared for them, fixed their meals, washed their clothes and put medicine on their wounds.  They were in need of food, money, shelter, clothing.  Jesus lived like you live.  Open your Bibles and let’s look carefully at this section of the Sermon on the Mount.  
Treat others the same way you want them to treat you:  This is the controlling principle for the entire passage.  Human beings have trouble putting themselves in the shoes of others.  Mostly because we don’t even try.  We think the poor are that way because they have not worked as hard as we have.  We seldom spend a moment or too imagining their life, without hope of money, honor or even a clean bed.   Jesus’ question is simple enough.  If you were living on a cup of rice a day as an orphan in a war torn country.  If you were sleeping in doorways or just under a bush….what would you desire that someone might do for you?   You can answer that question, can’t you?
If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you?:  This is the second obstacle to understanding why we give.  We don’t really know these people.  If they were the children of a friend who had died that might be different.  If we saw them sleeping under our bush at the back of our property, perhaps that might matter more.  This is our nature friends.   Jesus always nails us with this because He knows our hearts.  Please mark this down:  LOVE comes from God.  If we are going to love the unlovely then we must give our hearts to God for His renovation and renewal.  He will give you love for others. 
Do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great:  I once knew a man who was very generous and kind although outspokenly unbelieving.  This puzzled me for some time until the day that he invited me to go with him to do a good deed for prominent man in our city.  Before I could respond one way or the other, he offered this encouragement.  You will be able to put him in your debt, so that when the time comes that you need a favor you may call upon him to do it for you.  
There are a couple of things here that need clarifying then in this verse.  When Jesus said, “do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return.” He certainly did not intend to say that we should never expect a reward for our giving.  He met that we should expect nothing back from the person to whom we gave it.  This fits perfectly in the context of Jesus’ sermon.  Love those who do not or cannot love you.  Lend to those who cannot repay you.  Give to those who have nothing to give you back.  WHY?  Because this is how Jesus gave.  This is how He has given to you.  We have been on the receiving end of this kind of giving and it is of God.  Men cannot give this way, love this way or care this way.  
When Jesus goes on to say, “and your reward will be great,” He means that GOD will greatly reward you.  God will become the source of your wealth in practice and reality.  Every Christian will confess that God is the giver of all things,  but we do not live as if that were true.  Listen to how Jesus step brother James framed this idea in his epistle: 

James 1:27  27 Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.

In other words,  visit, show concern and meet the needs of those who cannot pay you back.  If you do….. 
You will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men:  How does giving exalt Christ in His Church?  By making us appear to be what we are.  Sons of the Most High.  The world is frantic about its money and possessions right now.  What do you think the world would think if we started living like we had an endless supply of money.  When was the last time somebody asked us about what it is we hope in?

1 Peter 3:15  15 but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; 
We take this to mean a theological defense.  That is not what is said.  The world needs to know what we hope in and not what we think.  They can read the theology in a thousand places.  They can only see hope in your life and mine. 
Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful:  Mercy here is defined by its context.  Before this admonition is to do good and lend expecting nothing.  Immediately after it is the command to give.  Our English word means much the same thing as mercy:  It speaks of compassionate treatment or a disposition to be kind and forgiving. It describes the desire to alleviate distress.  That is how God is.  When we give we act like God.  We put the focus on God in our own hearts.  We demonstrate His mercy and we Sanctify Him as Lord of our hearts and lives.   

"Give, and it will be given to you:  So here is perhaps the key verse in this passage on giving.  It is a strait out command to give.  I think this is a command so that we will not wonder how God feels about it.  
It is tempting to think of giving what we have left over, if there is something left over.  God tell us not to give that way. We should purpose to give because God will take care of us when we do.  This is probably a place that most of us do not want to go.  It is casting ourselves upon the grace of God.  Paul told the Corinthians to go ahead and purpose to give because God was able to keep giving to them.  
2 Corinthians 9:7-8   7 Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed;

They will pour into your lap a good measure-- pressed down, shaken together, and running over.  For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return:  Jesus said the same thing here.  Notice how this all fits the context of His message.  What do you want to receive?  That is what we give then.  We purposely give to those who cannot repay and then God repays us.  
"A blind man cannot guide a blind man, can he? Will they not both fall into a pit?:  Jesus is not a blind man.  He is God.  He has been with the Father throughout Eternity.  He knows the intention of God for you my friend…to care for, feed and cloth you.  He is not leading you over a cliff or into a pit.   

A pupil is not above his teacher; but everyone, after he has been fully trained, will be like his teacher:  What is the goal of your Christian life?  Do you wish to be like Jesus?  If that is your goal then you are certainly on God’s wavelength.  Jesus was born into abject need.  He was born homeless, He live His ministry on the road.  When we give, we hope in God and not in money, goods or the economy. 
These are the reasons to give.  As you can see they have to do with the heart.  You will never experience God’s full provision for your daily earthly needs until you can give.  You can never be like Christ if you never give.  God has commanded and exhorted us to give so that Christ Jesus will receive Glory in His Church on this earth. 
You may be asking yourself this next question.  How much should I give?  If I knew the amount then I would be able to comply with the requirement.  This is why in many circles the tithe is taught.  By tithe, people usually mean 10 %.  For the next few minutes I want to talk to you about how much to give.
How Much Should We Give?
How Much is Enough?  Tithing 

It would be nice if we could just get a bill from God and pay it each month like we do the lights and water.  Then we would not have any worries.  We would have everything covered.  When that is done it is not longer worship for our gloriously sufficient God.   

Remember that we earlier said that Jesus was NOT a blind guide.  When He spoke of giving He was leading us correctly into full dependence and trust in our Loving God.  But, there were blind guides in Israel in that day.  Jesus spoke to them and about them.  

Matthew 23:23-26   23 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier provisions of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness; but these are the things you should have done without neglecting the others.  24 "You blind guides, who strain out a gnat and swallow a camel!  25 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside they are full of robbery and self-indulgence.  26 "You blind Pharisee, first clean the inside of the cup and of the dish, so that the outside of it may become clean also. 
When Jesus spoke these words the Law was still in effect.  We need to keep that in mind.  Tithing was a provision of the Law of Moses.  It was given to keep the worship of God going day and night.  It was to feed the Levites and provide for the Temple. These blind guides had turned it into an end in itself.  
Are there parallels today?  Yes! But not commands.  God has called men to serve Him in ministry rather than support themselves.  He has called the church to support them in that.  

1 Corinthians 9:7-11   7 Who at any time serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and does not eat the fruit of it? Or who tends a flock and does not use the milk of the flock?  8 I am not speaking these things according to human judgment, am I? Or does not the Law also say these things?  9 For it is written in the Law of Moses, "YOU SHALL NOT MUZZLE THE OX WHILE HE IS THRESHING." God is not concerned about oxen, is He?  10 Or is He speaking altogether for our sake? Yes, for our sake it was written, because the plowman ought to plow in hope, and the thresher to thresh in hope of sharing the crops.  11 If we sowed spiritual things in you, is it too much if we reap material things from you?
Galatians 6:6   6 The one who is taught the word is to share all good things with the one who teaches him.

But the tithe…a set amount….is not taught in the New Testament.  You can tithe and be very far from God.  Tithing will not open your eyes to see the Glory of Jesus Christ and how He gave Himself for you.   The word tithe occurs only twice in the New Testament.  In both cases it describes an abuse of the principle of giving.  It is not the legal standard. 
So,  if there is no set amount, how will we know how much is enough?  This is the wrong question?  THIS IS THE WRONG QUESTION!!
Giving is a matter of the heart.  It takes root in the heart that loves God fully.  It thrives in the soil of intimacy with Jesus.  It bears fruit in the sunlight of His Sufficiency.  It is savored at the table of His fellowship.  It is grace driven not works driven.  It is of the Spirit and not of the Flesh.  It calls our own hearts to trust Christ alone to care for us in this world just as we believe He will care for us in the world to come.   Listen to Paul.  

2 Corinthians 8:1-9  Now, brethren, we wish to make known to you the grace of God which has been given in the churches of Macedonia,  2 that in a great ordeal of affliction their abundance of joy and their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of their liberality.  3 For I testify that according to their ability, and beyond their ability, they gave of their own accord,  4 begging us with much urging for the favor of participation in the support of the saints,  5 and this, not as we had expected, but they first gave themselves to the Lord and to us by the will of God.  6 So we urged Titus that as he had previously made a beginning, so he would also complete in you this gracious work as well.  7 But just as you abound in everything, in faith and utterance and knowledge and in all earnestness and in the love we inspired in you, see that you abound in this gracious work also.  8 I am not speaking this as a command, but as proving through the earnestness of others the sincerity of your love also.  9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich.  
We wish to make known to you the grace of God which has been given in the churches of Macedonia:  This begins one of the great passages on giving in the New Testament.  It starts, like everything else in our relationship to God, with Grace.  It is favor.  It is given to the undeserving and even poured out on them.  We are its recipients today.  All that we have is granted by Grace.   Do you believe this my friend. 
Their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of their liberality:  Their poverty was one of total dependence upon God.  They were not rich people, but they were not destitute either.  They had something to give, they just didn’t have very much.  But they were aware of their state.  God had shown them grace.  God had saved them by Grace.  God had given them life and food and clothing by grace.  They did not trust in wealth, but in God who gives by grace.  
For I testify that according to their ability, and beyond their ability, they gave of their own accord,   begging us with much urging for the favor of participation in the support of the saints,   and this, not as we had expected, but they first gave themselves to the Lord and to us by the will of God:  Paul knew these people.  They gave what they could and then sometimes gave more than they could.  He did not command them.  He did not give them a figure. They gave of their own accord  
I am not speaking this as a command:  There is no set amount!   We, likewise, never tell you what to give.  We don’t even pass a plate.  Like Paul,  I seek to remind you often of who you are and how you have been loved by God and saved by His Grace alone. 
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich:  Grace equals giving here. Jesus Christ took this poor sinner and enriched him beyond imagination.  I did not know God.  I did not know anyone who knew God.  I was an enemy of God.  I was living for my own desires and cared little or nothing for anyone else.  I was hopeless and helpless when Christ found me.  

Ephesians 1:5-14  5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.  7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace  8 which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight  9 He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him…. 11 also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will,  12 to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ would be to the praise of His glory.  13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,  14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.
CONCLUSION:  
Behold your Savior and the wealth that He has showered on you from the Cross.  Is He not worthy of your complete dependence.  Certainly you can trust Him to keep His promise to feed, clothe, and shelter you.  What in this world can you or do you, trust?  Banks?  Insurance?  The full faith and confidence of the United States Government?  
Do not hope in the same things that the world hopes in.  Hope in Christ  exalts Him and reveals Him.  “What do you have,” Paul asked the Corinthians, “that you have not received?”   Jesus said,  35 "…whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel's will save it.  36 "For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul?  Mark 8:35-36  Like the Psalmist you too can give yourself, your time and your money because….
Psalm 37:23-28  23 The steps of a man are established by the LORD, And He delights in his way.  24 When he falls, he will not be hurled headlong, Because the LORD is the One who holds his hand.  25 I have been young and now I am old, Yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken Or his descendants begging bread.  26 All day long he is gracious and lends, And his descendants are a blessing.  27 Depart from evil and do good, so you will abide forever.  28 For the LORD loves justice and does not forsake His godly ones;
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