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Introduction:

Let me begin by asking you to fill in the blank in this sentence.  Service to Christ is ________.    Now write this word down somewhere on a scrap and we want to see if that is how the Bible defines service to Christ.  Let’s ask one more question.   Please name one or two things that are typically done by believers that you would consider “service” for Christ.  Jot these down too if you have a pen.  
Today we want to define and discover what God says about service for Christ. Then determine to serve God as He has instructed us and empowered us to do. 
Service to God is both feared and misunderstood.   On the one hand, many of us believe we cannot do it.  We know ourselves…we have trouble getting up in the morning and we are going to do some important service for God?  
On the other hand are the religious.  They serve institutions, programs, movements and so on…in the name of God.  They talk about God and do things.  Many have no knowledge of Christ’s salvation and some even disbelieve the clear gospel.  Paul encountered people like this in Athens when he visited there.  
Acts 17:22-28  Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, "Men of Athens, I observe that you are very religious in all respects.  23 "For while I was passing through and examining the objects of your worship, I also found an altar with this inscription, 'TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.' Therefore what you worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you.  24 "The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands;  25 nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things;  26 and He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation,  27 that they would seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us;  28 for in Him we live and move and exist  

Now here is a puzzling thought:  GOD DOES NOT NEED ANYTHING FROM YOU!  God is complete and content without men and the things we do.  He owns everything because He made everything.  We worship in ignorance when we imagine otherwise. 
So why do we serve?  Because He is worthy to be served.  We give ourselves as His slaves [servants] because there is nothing greater in the universe to give ourselves to. 
If God cannot be served by human hands…HOW do we serve.  First and foremost,  we give Him our lives.  We become committed to obedience to Christ. No true service happens apart from this.  
Romans 12:1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.
Our daily practical service for God was revealed by Jesus Himself.  
Matthew 25:32-40  32 "All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats;  33 and He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the left.  34 "Then the King will say to those on His right, 'Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.  35 'For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in;  36 naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me.'  37 "Then the righteous will answer Him, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You something to drink?  38 'And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You?  39 'When did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?'  40 "The King will answer and say to them, 'Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.'

There are three ways that believers are instructed to serve Christ and give Him glory in His Church.  His local church is the vehicle through which God has ordained service to Himself.  God ordained it to facilitate and focus our Service toward His people.   
· SPIRITUAL GIFTS  Our Spiritual Service to One Another  

· FELLOWSHIP          Our Intimate and Personal Service to One Another
· HOSPITALITY         Our Physical and Emotional Service to One Another  

SPIRITUAL GIFTS   Our Spiritual Service to One Another  

Romans 12:1-11  Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.  2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.  3 For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.  4 For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same function,  5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.  6 Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith;  7 if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching;  8 or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.  9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good.  10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor;  11 not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;
Present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship:  We all know this verse, but do we know the context in which it is given.  
Romans 11:33-36  33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways!  34 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, OR WHO BECAME HIS COUNSELOR?  35 Or WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO HIM THAT IT MIGHT BE PAID BACK TO HIM AGAIN?  36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.

It comes between the greatest doxology of Praise to God’s Sovereign Supremacy in the New Testament and a chapter of exhortation to serve one another in the church.  
Conclusion…because God is so gloriously and supremely sufficient in and of Himself….let us give ourselves to Him for the service of His other children in the world.  He is worthy to be worshiped and served.  THIS IS THE HOW.
God has allotted to each a measure of faith:  God has given every believer a measure of trust toward Him.  This ability to trust has to do with trusting God to enable you for service.    
We, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another:  We are not an institution.  We are a physical, visible, local part of Christ’s family for which He gave Himself up on the Cross.   As individuals we belong to one another. WE ARE A CHURCH.  But, a church is people and not buildings and programs.
Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us:  This is a restatement of the “measure of faith”   Gifts are just that….GIFTS.  You cannot earn them and you never merit them, so they are called graces.  In fact the word we get “charismatic” from is the Greek word for “Grace.” 
What follows is a simple exhortation.  The gifts of grace that God gave you are intended to be used to serve His children spiritually in the local, visible church.  When you do this you give Glory to Christ.  They demonstrate how Jesus served us and we do it in humility because our ability to serve is a grace gift from the sovereign God.  

Why do men and women not serve this way in the church? 

· Many believe that God has not given them a spiritual gift.  This is untrue.  God has allotted to each a measure!  All believers have been given a gift with which to serve one another spiritually in the church.  The greatest way we discover these is through service.  DO something….God will show you your gift. 
· Many believe that it would be proud to try to serve.  We think this because we have all seen proud people serving in the church.  The truth is, nothing in the world exemplifies the humility of Christ more than service one another.  If you love Christ and desire to obey Him then you need to take this seriously. 
John 13:3-17  3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come forth from God and was going back to God,  4 got up from supper, and laid aside His garments; and taking a towel, He girded Himself.  5 Then He poured water into the basin, and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded.  6 So He came to Simon Peter. He said to Him, "Lord, do You wash my feet?"  7 Jesus answered and said to him, "What I do you do not realize now, but you will understand hereafter."  8 Peter said to Him, "Never shall You wash my feet!" Jesus answered him, "If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me."  9 Simon Peter said to Him, "Lord, then wash not only my feet, but also my hands and my head."  10 Jesus said to him, "He who has bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you."  11 For He knew the one who was betraying Him; for this reason He said, "Not all of you are clean."  12 So when He had washed their feet, and taken His garments and reclined at the table again, He said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you?  13 "You call Me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am.  14 "If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet.  15 "For I gave you an example that you also should do as I did to you.  16 "Truly, truly, I say to you, a slave is not greater than his master, nor is one who is sent greater than the one who sent him.  17 "If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 
· Some are afraid that they cannot succeed in serving.  They fear their own weakness.  This is why it is a grace gift.  God gives it apart from ability and merit. Along with it comes the enabling of the Holy Spirit to serve.  Do you believe this?
· “We do not have time to serve.”  Once Satan has planted this thought he will make it his business to send wave after wave of circumstances to keep you from serving Christ’s other children with the gift of grace God gave you for that exact purpose.   The solution is to resist him and serve anyway.   It is not true…it is simply not true… that most of the activities in life cannot wait a few hours a week while we serve Christ in His Church.  Those circumstances, trials, heartaches, worries and labors will still be there after you have blessed one another.   You may even find their power on you diminished.  God made us to reveal His Glory by serving one another with these gifts of grace.  What are you doing now that is more important than giving Glory to Christ in His Church? 
Christ receives Glory in His Church through Spiritual Service
FELLOWSHIP   Our Intimate and Personal  Service to One Another
1 John 1:1-7  What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the Word of Life--  2 and the life was manifested, and we have seen and testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us--  3 what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.  4 These things we write, so that our joy may be made complete.  5 This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.  6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth;  7 but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.
A word that means: “association, community, communion, joint participation, contact.  It also describes “the share which one has in anything”   “participation.”
1 Corinthians 1:9 God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Philippians 3:10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;
Acts 2:42 They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  [They met to learn, they met to love one another, they met to eat and they met to pray and they did it continually.] 
1 Corinthians 10:16 Is not the cup of blessing which we bless a sharing in the blood of Christ? Is not the bread which we break a sharing in the body of Christ?
CONCLUSION:  We cannot fellowship if we are not together.  You cannot pray together unless you are together.  You cannot encourage one another unless you are together. God designed the church to give Him Glory in the world through its Fellowship.   

Hebrews 10:21-25  since we have a great priest over the house of God,  22 let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.  23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful;  24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds,  25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near.
Fellowship by its very nature requires Being Together.  
Christ receives Glory in His Church through Fellowship
HOSPITALITY  Our Physical and Emotional Service to One Another
This word comes from a Greek word meaning “love for strangers.”  
Romans 12:10-13   10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor;  11 not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;  12 rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer,  13 contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality.  .

Hebrews 13:1-2  Let love of the brethren continue.  2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it.

As you can see it is related to our love for one another in the church, but not limited to the church.  Churches are cliquish because we lack this quality.  We would rather invite a friend over for dinner or out to dinner than a stranger. We would rather talk to people we know during fellowship hour rather than the stranger in our midst.  
Many people confuse hospitality with entertaining. The English word hospitality comes from the same Latin root as words such as hospital or hospice; words that imply care, sustenance, shelter. Entertaining, on the other hand, makes us  think of beautiful table settings, flower arrangements, gourmet dishes-everything just so.

Hospitality is not entertaining! Hospitality is an attitude of service, the desire to confer care and concern on others. For some, hospitality comes naturally. Others must learn it.  Christians must practice it! 
Jesus Himself taught several times on this subject, because it is human nature to care about people we know.  It is in God’s nature to care about others.  How many doors away do we have to live before a person is no longer our neighbor?  This was the question asked to Jesus in His day.  
Luke 10:30-36  30 Jesus replied and said, "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among robbers, and they stripped him and beat him, and went away leaving him half dead.  31 "And by chance a priest was going down on that road, and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.  32 "Likewise a Levite also, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side.  33 "But a Samaritan, who was on a journey, came upon him; and when he saw him, he felt compassion,  34 and came to him and bandaged up his wounds, pouring oil and wine on them; and he put him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn and took care of him.  35 "On the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper and said, 'Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I return I will repay you.'  36 "Which of these three do you think proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell into the robbers' hands?"

When the Levite and the priest stepped over this helpless man their actions revealed the heart of men.  The Samaritan’s actions revealed the heart of God.     Hospitality….the compassionate love of strangers is a God thing.  God has ordained Glory to Christ in His Church through Hospitality….It Reveals Christ to a watching world:
· Our Jesus was the ultimate stranger in this world. 

John 1:10-12   10 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him.  11 He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him.  12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,

· We now share His status as strangers in this world.  How can we not extend to one another warm and meaningful acceptance and love.  Love in action.

Ephesians 2:12-13   12 remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.  13 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

1 Peter 1:1  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen

· Christians, have traded alienation from God for alienation from this world.  This status forms the basis of our fellowship.  WE BELONG TO THE FAMILY OF GOD THROUGH CHRIST.    It is our high calling to practice love for those who are alienated from God or alienated from the world.  Hospitality goes out equally to all men from the heart of reconciled.  
Romans 12:10-13   10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor;  11 not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;  12 rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer,  13 contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality.

Christ receives Glory in His Church through Hospitality
CONCLUSION

How many churches are so inward-focused that new people are completely ignored?  Churches who say things like, "Well, we may be small, but we have great fellowship."  Yes , they have great fellowship--but only with each other. 
I once volunteered to pastor a church in a nice neighborhood in the bay area only to be told that they didn’t want a pastor anymore, because they were just enjoying their own fellowship and didn’t want a lot of trouble from new people coming in.  
I recently heard of a  Methodist church in the Cincinnati area that actually stopped having new member classes because they decided they didn't want anyone else in their church. This is sin and an offense to our Savior.  It is a denial of Christ and the gospel.   The Gospel is not just for us.  It is for the world and we are its witnesses.  It is a witness to the Glory of Christ our Savior.   
Ask for a verdict:  Will we go from here with the status quo intact?  Will we always be intending to fellowship, but never actually doing it?  Will we have a desire to know how we might serve Christ in His church by serving others, but never set aside time to do it?  Will we let our fear of strangers cripple our witness for Christ and our love for one another?   
Purpose to do something to change this.   These are not small things.  You cannot shelve them as if they could be done at any future date when you are less tired, more organized, better off financially, have the house finished, have the car repaired, get that promotion, have the lawn cut, have the spider webs vacuumed down and found a way to get the baby to stop crying.  Unless we determine to obey these commands we will never serve Christ and give Him glory in His church because life will stop us cold?  
Do you think people care about any of the things I just listed off?  NO!  But Satan will trot out an endless list of reasons we cannot fellowship with, show hospitality to or serve one another with, the Holy Spirit enabling that God has given us.  Decide today to put a stop to this.  Jesus left the comfort of heaven to serve you at the Cross and to welcome you into His home.  Let us follow Him in this.  To reveal Him to the Lost.  These are powerful tools that you have right now at your disposition to serve your Savior and   Glorify Him in His Church.  
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