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Introduction:

Matthew 16:13-14  13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He was asking His disciples, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?"  Before we answer that question, let’s look at a few days of events leading up to it. 
· After hearing of John’s death Jesus withdrew by boat to be by Himself.
· The crowds, however, followed Him along the shores of Galilee to where He got off the boat.  When He saw them He had compassion on them and healed their sick.  
· When evening came everyone was tired and hungry and far from home and food.  Jesus fed them with five loaves and two fish.  The Disciples saw Him do this. 
· As darkness fell, Jesus compelled His disciples to get into the boat and cross over the lake while He went up on a mountain to pray.  During the night a terrible storm arose and the 12 despaired of life….but Jesus came to them….walking on the water.  Peter actually walked on water when Jesus told him to come to Him.  
· He then spent the day on the other side of the lake.  There He healed the daughter of a Gentile woman because she asked for mercy. The Disciples saw Him do this. 

Matthew 15:29-31  29 Departing from there, Jesus went along by the Sea of Galilee, and having gone up on the mountain, He was sitting there.  30 And large crowds came to Him, bringing with them those who were lame, crippled, blind, mute, and many others, and they laid them down at His feet; and He healed them.  31 So the crowd marveled as they saw the mute speaking, the crippled restored, and the lame walking, and the blind seeing; and they glorified the God of Israel.
· Again He fed the crowds, this time with seven loaves and a few small fish.  
· And still, again He withdrew to another portion of the lake with the Pharisee’s following…asking for a sign.  What part of all this were they not seeing?
I want to pick up this story right here and have you turn in your Bibles with me to Matthew 16.  While we read this I want you to realize that the “people” Jesus asks about are the ones that have been following Him these past few days.  
Matthew 16:13-14  13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He was asking His disciples, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?"  14 And they said, "Some say John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets."  

They have seen the Creator of Heaven and Earth in His full blown Miraculous Splendor and still have no idea who He is.  
Matthew 16:15-16  15 He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?"  16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."  
Well at least the disciples were bright enough to have figured it out.  Well, wait a minute.  Only Peter answered.  Only Peter spoke to Christ on the lake in the storm and only Peter got out of the boat.  Peter must be the most intelligent and spiritual of them …right?  But, Peter was about to make a fool of himself on the mount of Transfiguration.  He would swear his willingness to die with Jesus only to deny Him three times to save his own skin. NO! Peter was not more spiritually aware than the rest.    
Matthew 16:17  17 And Jesus said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.

· The crowds who followed Jesus, witnessed His miracles, and ate the meals ,but still had no idea who He was.
· Peter for certain [we do not know about the other 11] knew that Jesus was THE CHRIST,  The Son of the Living God….BUT….He did not perceive it from any of the things he had seen.  The Father had revealed Christ to Peter. 
Question:  If those who walked with, ate with and were healed by Jesus Christ, did not recognize Him, trust in Him or worship Him, how in the world will men today believe and be saved when they can neither see or experience these things?
Answer:  Every conversion is a supernatural work of God.  Your salvation was a miracle.  God intervened to make you spiritually alive and then reveal Christ to you. 

Ephesians 2:4-5  4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),    
John 6:43-44  43 Jesus answered and said to them, "Do not grumble among yourselves.  44 "No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.

Jesus is building His Church in the world today.    Here in this small corner of the globe it is called CBC, but it is first and only Christ’s.  It exists for and because of Jesus.  This then is why Jesus finished this passage in Matthew this way… 
Matthew 16:18  18 …..I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.

Although there are many local churches, Christ is building one thing.   You are part of this awesome Church because God chose to make you a part.  You did not sneak in or believe when no one was looking.  God the Father made you alive, drew you to Jesus and saved you by His great power.  Christ is building His Church in the 21st Century and it is still one church although it exists in the world in many cultures, languages, ethnic groups and locations.  
This impacts you!  If you are not a follower of Christ you are not a part of what Christ is doing in the world.  If you are,  then you are part of this project.  God has a very specific purpose for YOUR life.  When you trust Christ alone for your salvation, you are called into fellowship with, and service to,  His people in the world.  Here then is the central point of our Scripture:  GOD HAS ESTABLISHED HIS CHURCH TO SERVE HIM AND WORSHIP HIM IN THE WORLD.  HIS FAITHFUL FOLLOWERS CANNOT OPT OUT OR WATCH FROM THE SIDELINES.
Ephesians 4:11-16   11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers,  12 to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up  13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.  14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming.  15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.  16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.

· Christ Has Given His Church its Leaders [11]
· Christ Has Given Those leaders their Mission [12]

· Christ Has Defined the Goals of His Church in the World [13-14]

· Christ is exalted by His Church in the World  [15-16]

Christ has Given His church its Leaders [11]

Ephesians 4:11  11 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers,
He gave:  These gifts are men.   Of all the things that Christ could have done as the Sovereign God of the Universe, He chose to build His church by using fallen, but redeemed men.  He would personally call them, transform them and empower them for the task. Then these blood washed sinners would be given to the church, to build it.  The Church, The Body and Bride of Christ is the New Creation. The Creation declares the glory of God by its mere existence.  So does the New Creation.   Christ is building it Himself…but He has chosen to do it with fallen men as tools. 
Some as apostles,  Some as prophets:  This list appears to be Chronological in nature.  Anyone who has built or watched something built knows that the foundation goes down first.  Something else is then built upon that.  
Ephesians 2:19-22  19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household,  20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone,  21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord,  22 in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.
Jesus gathered 12 apostles to Himself, trained them, loved them, lived with them and then empowered them to start His Church in the world.  Paul expands this thought in Corinthians. 

1 Corinthians 3:9-11  9 For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building.  10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on it.  11 For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
The Apostles laid down the foundation.  .  NO MAN CAN LAY ANY OTHER.  ILL: If I poured a foundation it could be reasonably said to be Paul’s Foundation even though it is made of Concrete not Paul. The church cannot be built on cultures, languages, nationalities, cities or people.   Christ Jesus is the rock footing upon which Community Bible Church must be built.  We are part of the whole, but a part nevertheless.    
Some as evangelists:  These are gospel preachers.  Don’t read backwards into this.  These are not itinerate preachers with emotional stories, tents and endless invitations.  They are proclaimers of the Good News that Jesus Christ is the only hope of men.  The church has been built upon this proclamation throughout the ages.  In the beginning the Apostles and Prophets put down the unchangeable foundation upon which the next two men are to build. 
Some as pastors and teachers:  This is probably one gift or gifted man rather than two.  The Greek implies that these are pastors who are teachers.  Pastors are shepherds.  They care for, watch over and protect the sheep.  Teachers are to feed the flock with the Words of God. 

Ezekiel 3:3-4  3 He said to me, "Son of man, feed your stomach and fill your body with this scroll which I am giving you." Then I ate it, and it was sweet as honey in my mouth.  4 Then He said to me, "Son of man, go to the house of Israel and speak with My words to them.

Who has ever heard of a shepherd who does not also feed his sheep.  He leads them beside still waters.  He takes them to higher ground where the grass is deep and green.  It is God’s determined will that His shepherd’s should feed His Sheep. 
Ezekiel 34:8  8 "As I live," declares the Lord GOD, "surely because My flock has become a prey, My flock has even become food for all the beasts of the field for lack of a shepherd, and My shepherds did not search for My flock, but rather the shepherds fed themselves and did not feed My flock;
Christ Has Given Those leaders their Mission [12]

Ephesians 4:12   12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ;
For the equipping of the saints:  You may have grown up in a church that thinks they hired the pastor to serve Christ for them.  I have been told as much.  I was once roundly criticized for training some men to teach and preach, because, “I was trying to get out of doing the job they had hired me for.”  May I just say beloved.  Your pastor has been charged by Christ, who is the head of the church and who is the one building it….to equip you.  
For the work of service:  This is service to one another.  It is the word we get “deacon” from.  This is how the world sees the service of Christ.  Christ served men!  We have deceived ourselves into imagining that we serve Christ in some deep spiritual way by showing up at church, reading our Bible, being a deacon or an elder or even a pastor or missionary.  We do no such thing.  Be reminded once again of what Paul said:
Acts 17:24-26  24 "The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands;  25 nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things;  26 and He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation, 
To the building up of the body of Christ: This describes a house being built.  Metaphorically, it describes moving something toward completion.  It has to do with putting the pieces in place that need to be there.  A body that does not meet together, love together, grieve together, rejoice together, suffer together, pray together, build together, risk together, work together, give together and worship TOGETHER….is no body at all.  I cannot leave my arms at home when I come into the presence of Christ to worship.    God has called His Church to Unity.  That means oneness.  Do not stay apart from one another if you believe a word of this verse.  
Christ Has Defined the Goals of His Church in the World [13-14]

Ephesians 4:13-14   13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.  14 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;
Until we all attain to the unity of the faith:  When will the church’s task on the earth be done?  When we all attain to the unity of the faith!  “Attain” means “come to the point of.”  “Unity” speaks of oneness.  “Faith” means trust.  When we substitute the word “trust” for “faith” we begin to understand this goal.   We are not there, but if we really look at this text this way, we might be closer than we think.  Because we think this is doctrinal and organizational unity, we dismiss these verses as unattainable and therefore not worth our consideration or effort.  We are not even trying to get there much of the time are we?  I once suggested to my Elders that we only act when we are unanimous.  They scoffed and eventually split the church on a 3 to 2 vote. 
We labor in the world to build up the body that is Christ’s.  You are that body.  People are redeemed …not organizations.  This “building up” has a purpose and it is oneness of  trust and experiential knowledge of Christ.  
The knowledge of the Son of God:  This is deep knowledge and not head knowledge.    It is teaching about Christ that you have applied to your life.  Will Christ give you rest when you come to Him?  Can you place your anxieties on Him?  Does He care about you?   Can Christ be enough for you?  Can He help you when you suffer?  Can He provide for you when you are in need?  This is the knowledge of the Son of God.  It includes teaching, but Knowing the Love of Christ is the goal of His Church in the world.  
To a mature man: This means a complete man.  Someone who has all that he or she needs.  If you are thinking that this is heaven you are wrong.  This is not a passage on heaven and to just jump to the end of our lives at this point is not doing justice to what God is saying.  God says that the shepherd / teachers that He has given to you are to continue to equip you until you are filled with trust and filled with personal experimental knowledge of Christ.   We will never rest until this is so.  We preach Christ as the answer to the needs of men in the world.   He said He was.  He said He cared.  He proved it at the Cross.   You are complete, mature, and perfect when you hope, and glory only in Christ.
Philippians 3:3 For it is we who are the circumcision, we who worship by the Spirit of God, who glory in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh--
To the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ:  The church is measured by how full she is of Christ.  The word fullness means to “be filled up”  It is used to describe a ship which has been filled with cargo and men.  There is a logical sequence in this passage:  
· Christ’s body, His Church is to be continually built up until it reaches oneness of trust in Christ ONLY.

· That trust is also called the “ intimate knowledge of the Son of God.

· That trust makes us mature [completely dependent on Jesus Christ] and not ourselves. 
· That dependence is measured simply by how full you are of Christ.   
We are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves:  Because we have come to trust Christ alone.  We see Him as sufficient and the economy as insufficient.  We trust Christ as our protector and not something else.  We are mature because we are filled to the point of overflow with the life, joy, peace, protection and comfort of Jesus Christ.  We cannot be pushed around by things that strike us.  
Carried about by every wind of doctrine: Those who trust Christ alone, cannot be taken where they do not wish to go by teachings that are not Christ’s.  The church is to equip her people to hunger for Christ and the truth about Him.  When you are fed at the table of your Savior you will not hunger for the stale, filthy crumbs of false doctrine. 
By the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;  We will not be deceived by man-centered religion and trickery.  Satan and his minions deceitfully scheme to present the world and themselves as the solutions to the needs of men.  We say no!  Christ alone will care for us.  We will not hope in men.  
Romans 5:1-6  Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.  
Do you think much about getting your heart and life to sync up with Christ’s so that you would also be synced up with one another?  This is Christ’s goal of the church in the world.  If you are a part of it through trust in Christ then you are a part of this goal.  God is calling you to pursue it today in His Word. If any of these things seem desirable to you then let me speak frankly to you right now.  They are obtained by a conscious participation in and love for the body of Christ in the world.  No believer can live the full Christian life that God has ordained for them apart from His Body, The Church in the world. 
Christ is exalted by His Church in the World  [15-16]

Ephesians 4:15-16  15 but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ,  16 from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.
Speaking the truth in love:  The proper response to all this foolishness of the organized church today is not anger or hostility.  It is truth.   It is truth bathed in love.  Love for those led astray into legalism and worldliness.  Those lied to and deceived by false doctrine that excludes the worship, majesty and sufficiency of Christ.  Forsake your anger today.  You are not perfect enough to be indignant.  Non of us are.  
We are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ:  This is not the best translation of the Greek.  The ESV puts this correctly: 
Ephesians 4:15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ,

We grow into Christ and so do others when the Church….its preachers and its members… speak the truth about Jesus Christ, in the love of Jesus Christ and for the Glory of Jesus Christ.  
From whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies:  The Body is the Church, but its head is Christ.  It is His Church and He gives it both life and growth.  He places the members into it and has ordained.  You supply your strength for its growth.  This church will not grow apart from Christ, but it will certainly not grow apart from your commitment to it. 
According to the proper working of each individual part:  You are an individual part.  Are you working properly?  Do you care if you are?  
Causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love:  Is Christ important to you?  If you said yes to this last question then consider this.  Christ’s church is important to Him.  He has determined to get glory for Himself in the world through His Church.
CONCLUSION:
Give a sense of finality:   Satanic and worldly unity is produced by minimizing the number of things that we disagree on.  To this end, false church unity diminishes Christ, does not preach His claims boldly, does not call men and women to forsake all to follow Him and does not teach plainly the truths of Scripture concerning Him.  This produces an outward unity of organization and watered down doctrine that anyone can believe.  

But God, has purposed to bring unity that is centered in total trust and dependence upon Christ. He must increase and I must decrease.  He must be exalted in His Church and worshiped there by His people.  You are also His children for He has given you life.  You are His redeemed because He poured out His blood for you.  We are all His body because He has supernaturally and spiritually united us to Christ.  If we have any victory over sin it is because He has transformed us.  If we have any understanding of the Word it is because He has given us knowledge.  If we have believed it is because He has drawn us to the foot of the Cross to behold our Savior.  If we have any trust it is because Christ has proven Himself trustworthy and not because we have proven ourselves so.  
Closing Prayer:    Dear Christian. May God grant us a renewed commitment to His Church in the world.  To love it, nurture it, care for it, pray for it, be apart of it, and meet together with it.  And, may we love one another from the heart, being dependent upon Christ to supply us with that love.  
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