Glorifying God Through 

Spirit Led, Christ Centered Preaching 
I Corinthians 1:17-2:5
March 22, 2009
Pastor Paul O. Anthes

Introduction:

Saying the word “Church” can produces a variety of different thoughts, depending on its context and upon the mindset of the listener.  Let me give you a few of them.  
· We should paint the church. [A Building]

· I enjoyed church today. [Public Gathering]

· I am a member of the Lutheran church. [A Particular Denomination]

· I believe in the separation of church and state. [All religious organizations]

· Christ loved the Church and gave Himself up for it. [A universal group of worshipers]
· Our church meets on Gold Hill Road  [A specific group of worshipers]   

The Bible actually only uses the word church in the last two ways.  One describes all believers from every age, language and race….therefore universal in nature.  The other describes the visible and therefore actual, local, definable joinable church in the world.  It is easy to say that we are committed to the church that we cannot see or join.  It is another to be committed to and part of the one that we can see.  
In the next weeks we are going to learn the true purpose, nature, and value of this local, visible church, that God has commanded to be built in the world in each age. Each new generation is commanded again to “go into all the world and make disciples.”  Contrary to what you may hear or see,  the formula remains unchanged throughout history.  The owner of the church is the same.  The message of the church is the same, The purpose of the church is the same and the mission of the church is the same.  In short, the church has been called to impact its culture in every age, not to be impacted by it and certainly not to join it or be defined by it.  According to the Bible what should be the Fundamental Attributes of Christ’s Church in the world?
Today we want to speak of the first and possibly the most foundational of these characteristics of Christ’s Visible Church in the World.  It is The Spirit Empowered Preaching of the Cross.  Without this there is no church no matter what the building looks like or what activities it carries on.  The Purpose of the Church is to proclaim  Christ’s Glory.  That is primarily done by the preaching of the Word.  Martin Luther made this observation centuries ago:  

"wherever you hear or see the word preached, . . . do not doubt that the true church  'a Christian holy people'  must also be there. . . . And even if there were no other sign than this alone, it would still suffice to prove that a Christian, holy people must exist there"  
Today we will see how the Church Glorifies Christ through the Spirit Empowered Preaching of the Cross.  We will see: 

· Why the Church Preaches
· What the Church Preaches

· How the Church Preaches

Why are we actually preaching: 

1 Corinthians 1:17-23  17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not in cleverness of speech, so that the cross of Christ would not be made void.  18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.  19 For it is written, "I WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE, AND THE CLEVERNESS OF THE CLEVER I WILL SET ASIDE."  20 Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?  21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. 
Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel:   We are preaching because we are sent to preach.  We have not primarily been sent to baptize or make converts.  This is not a trivial distinction.  We strongly desire to make converts, but we were not sent to do that.  We were sent to proclaim Christ and The Spirit of God will make His converts.  Ill:  Drunken Moody Convert on the Street 
Mark 16:15  15 And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. 

Not in cleverness of speech, so that the cross of Christ would not be made void:  Our human cleverness voids the Glory that should go to God.  “Cleverness” speaks of words that are humanly wise…. “knowledge of things human and divine, acquired by acuteness and experience, and summed up in maxims and proverbs”  “showing your intelligence by discovering the meaning of some mysterious number or vision,” 

Yes, I have opinions about the state of the world and I have many jokes to tell and yes, I could entertain you with countless stories of things that I have read and heard,  but then you will hear me and not Christ.  Such preaching guts the power of the Cross.  People go from churches in droves every Sunday with the same emptiness and sense of despair they brought with them 20 minutes before. Why are they not preached to?    
For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God:  Because men are perishing without Christ.  There is no hope apart from Christ. There is no forgiveness or salvation in anything but Christ.  We are preaching the Cross because it is the only thing that can do men any good.  
Now, if you are thinking….”that is all well and good for the unsaved, but we are Christians now and we need something more than the Cross.”  If you are thinking this then you need to internalize this truth right here.  The preaching of the Cross is the declaration of the sufficiency of Christ.  At the Cross, God revealed that man is absolutely helpless.  2000 years of religious failure now bookend the Cross.  The law and sacrifices of Moses did nothing to change the heart of men.  The rituals of the church have equally failed to transform our fallen souls.  
But,  When we have come to Christ how will we live?  How will we not be crushed by this sinful world that comes against our souls.  This is the key thought in the Gospel.  It extends to your entire life.  Not only are you totally dependent upon Christ to die for you, but you are totally dependent upon Christ to live for you, to live in you, to live through you.  You and I need to go back to the foot of the Cross daily in our minds and heart.  There we see the love, power and sufficiency of Christ most fully.  If we do not….we will embrace and succumb to the wisdom of this world and God has already said that this will be destroyed.  
1 Corinthians 1:19 For it is written, "I WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE, AND THE CLEVERNESS OF THE CLEVER I WILL SET ASIDE."

Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?:  God does this by allowing men who do not follow Christ to receive the fruit of this world’s wisdom.  The world practices bait and switch.  It promises pleasure, but gives grief. It promise love,  but gives emptiness and longing of the soul.  It promises fulfillment, but gives despair.   
For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe: The education, wisdom, eloquence, and charm of this world has never brought a single person to the knowledge of The Living God.  Why do we try the snake oil of every huckster?  Because we do not believe in the sufficiency of Christ and therefore do not proclaim Him as…. sufficient.  
We preach Christ because HE is the only….write this down…THE ONLY POWER OF GOD FOR SALVATION FROM THIS HOPELESSNESS. 
What are we actually preaching: 

When we preach the Gospel, what are we actually preaching?  Let’s take a look at these next verses starting in verse 22 to answer that question.  

1 Corinthians 1:22-24   22 For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom;  23 but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness,  24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.  
Jews ask for signs: Jews want to see some power.  Some powerful sign that Christ is God the Son and the Messiah. “Sign” here is a miracle.  Hear them ask for it at the Cross. 
Matthew 27:42 "He saved others," they said, "but he can't save himself! He's the King of Israel! Let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him.
You can almost hear them still today saying, “Why should we believe in a man who was powerless to save His own life.  If we would have been on that Cross with the power of the entire universe at our disposal,  you can bet we would not have stayed there.”  

Greeks search for wisdom:  The non Jews of Corinth wanted to hear some sort of eloquent message, laced with wit and wisdom.  Something that tickled the ears and charmed the mind.  Men will pay to hear such things.  They will flock in droves to hear preachers like this…but does it transform the soul or save it from its sin?
But we preach Christ crucified: Instead of an eloquently prepared and delivered miracle, Paul preached the simple story of the Cross.  The two groups that were present to hear it had two different problems.  
To Jews a stumbling block: This means an offense.  This Jesus was believed by the Jews to have been an illegitimate child, a blasphemer who claimed to be God, an imposter who claimed to be the Messiah, a Satanic charlatan who deceived the people and an impotent liar who could not even come down from the Cross.  The Jews were deeply offended by the preaching of Christ as the only hope of men. 
To Gentiles foolishness:  It is absolute foolishness to assert that a man who said He was God, but ended up executed, could take away your sins. Even more foolish is the assertion that He came back to life   Let’s admit it.  We have either been told this or we have thought it ourselves.  This is why we are always altering the gospel and trying to make it less ridiculous….more contemporary, more pop.  We feel the need to help God out with this predicament.  Paul felt the full fury of this attitude just a sixty miles to the East in the city of Athens. 
Acts 17:18  18 And also some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers were conversing with him. Some were saying, "What would this idle babbler wish to say?" Others, "He seems to be a proclaimer of strange deities,"-- because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection.

Acts 17:32  32 Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some began to sneer, 
But to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God:  God gets glory in His Church through the non-miraculous, offensive and foolishly plain preaching of the Cross.  By God’s grace we will always preach this way here at CBC.  I call you to embrace it as well because…
1 Corinthians 1:25-29  25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.  26 For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble;  27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong,  28 and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are,  29 so that no man may boast before God.
Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men… God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise:  When all the dust settles in every generation…men begin again to concoct some foolishness to explain and then remedy life, despair, sin and death.   The Church is called to give glory to Christ by the clear rejection of it all with the clarion and age old proclamation of the Cross.  We who are considered foolish, God will use to shame the wise.  Now…consider this:  It is really a question of whether we believe God when He says this or men when they cry “fool.”   
The weakness of God is stronger than men…. God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong:   The Church…you and me…in the world are chosen by God to carry the message of the Cross.  Education, Religion and Philosophy pontificate on the needs of men and the solutions.  They are wise in their own eyes and the eyes of the world, but God has ordained to shame them with the simple message of the Cross.  Jesus did this over and over again.  
It was the thieving tax collector, the adulterous woman, the filthy hated leper or the supposedly sinful man born blind.  It was the paralytic being lowered through the roof or the unclean Gentile woman…non of them respectable in the eyes of the world.  Non of them wise or strong.  God calls us here and now to consider ourselves in their company.  We are fallen sinners in desperate need of Grace.  Have you bowed low at the Cross to be embraced by your Savior.  Have you heard him call you to come and take His yoke upon you?  Only to discover what Peter so blessedly revealed to us….
1 Peter 2:9 ….you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;

We preach because Christ has sent us to do it and because it is THE ONLY POWER OF GOD that will reconcile us to God.  This is Why we Preach . 

We preach Christ Crucified, buried and risen again.  It offends some and others just consider it pure foolishness, but God has chosen it to save His children.  He has not chosen anything else but the Cross of Christ.  This is What we Preach.  There is one other thing that is crucial to our preaching of the Gospel.   
How are we actually preaching: 

1 Corinthians 2:1-5  And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God.  2 For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.  3 I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling,  4 and my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power,  5 so that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God.
I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God:  Paul made no effort to gussy up the message.  I think the plain truth works, don’t you?  Well, not many do these days.  
This course engages the feminist critique of preaching coupled with a serious exploration of the needs of parishioners in our postmodern culture. It thus explores different ways of conveying the gospel message during the liturgy by examining the effectiveness of dramas and readings; dramatic monologues and dialogues; poetry and mime as methods for engaging the congregation and teaching scriptural truths in a non-didactic fashion. 

The course will take seriously the needs of church seekers, the disaffected, and younger adults who so often do not respond to traditional sermons. We will examine these various sermonic forms and then each student will exercise his/her own creativity by developing these forms for use in church settings.
I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified:  Not only is there no attempt to make the delivery fashionable and high sounding, but the message is simple and to the point.  Christ died for you!  He is the sole need of your soul.  He bore your sins, but that is not all.  Every thing Paul teaches these Corinthians and it is a ton of stuff….but everything revolves around Christ.  His glory is the purpose of the church and the highest calling and most blessed happiness of men.  You never begin to live until you live with Christ. 
I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling: Not only did he keep the presentation and the message focused on Christ, he did it in weakness and with much fear and trembling.  Weakness does not mean that Paul was weak.  He was mighty, but not in His own strength.  Listen to some of his descriptions of himself. 
2 Corinthians 12:8-10  8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me.  9 But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me.  10 That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

And when he preached he was blessed and cursed.  Most true gospel preachers know what this means.  It is to our shame that we are always praised by our listeners.  Once the gospel goes outside the church it becomes the stench of death to its rejecters. 
2 Corinthians 2:15-17   15 For we are to God the aroma of Christ among those who are being saved and those who are perishing.  16 To the one we are the smell of death; to the other, the fragrance of life. And who is equal to such a task?  17 Unlike so many, we do not peddle the word of God for profit. On the contrary, in Christ we speak before God with sincerity, like men sent from God.

My message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power:  The content and the presentation of it were not human.  No man would ever think up the Cross.  And if they did they would come up with the most outrageous way to market it to people.  Paul did neither.  He told an unpopular and incomprehensible message by means, so plain that no one could fail to understand what was being said.  This is how God is to be glorified in His Church by the preaching of the Cross.   What happens then is…

A demonstration of the Spirit Because the preaching was plain in both presentation and content and delivered unpretentiously, the results reveal the presence of the Holy Spirit of God in the world.  No rational explanation exists for faith in the Christ of the Cross.  If you believe you are a miracle.  You are a walking miracle…a resurrection from the spiritual dead you are as Paul told the Ephesians.  

Ephesians 1:5-6  5 ….predestined ….to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.
A demonstration of power:  This is a power is an inherent power that is in the message of the Cross.  Because of the preaching it becomes clear that it is a power from God and not of men.  It is the opposite of weakness.  It is enabling, strengthening power for the salvation of our entire being.  And ….it is the only power in the universe that can save you. 
Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.
That your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God:  Hitler delivered the lie of Hell so persuasively that he plunged the world into a war that cost the lives of 60 million people.  His end, like that of all who oppose God was death and destruction. His empire rested on the wisdom and power of men.   Orators can persuade men to believe a lie, but only God can persuade a man to believe the pure Gospel of the Cross.  You must know this my friend.  How we preach is crucial to our gospel. 

CONCLUSION

Perhaps the most fundamental way Christ is glorified in His Church is by The  proclamation of His Cross.  This is not just a salvation message.  It is the message of the love of God.  It is the message that draws us again and again to worship our Savior and to love Him with all our hearts and souls and minds and strength. It is the soul of the entire Scripture and it is simple and plain.  Jesus was God the Son who became sin for you.    

We ask you to believe God on this issue.  To honor the simple preaching of the Cross as the means God has chosen to save men.  Yes, men in their natural state neither esteem it or desire it.  We are thought fools or simpletons.  Your Savior was thought worse.  

Isaiah 53:1-5  Who has believed our message? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?  2 For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, And like a root out of parched ground; He has no stately form or majesty That we should look upon Him, Nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him.  3 He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; And like one from whom men hide their face He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.  4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted.  5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed. 
Surely the world’s derision is not too much to ask for the love of our Savior who loved us 

SO WHAT?  You are able to say the gospel simply.  I know you can.  We need to stop over thinking this and tell what we know is true.  This is because Christ is Glorified by the proclamation of the Gospel by us poor weak believers.  He then becomes the energy that converts the soul and holds the believer enraptured by their love for Christ.  The preaching of the Cross proclaims the mightiest of God’s deeds for His Glory. 
Psalm 71:14-24  I will hope continually, And will praise You yet more and more.  15 My mouth shall tell of Your righteousness And of Your salvation all day long; For I do not know the sum of them.  16 I will come with the mighty deeds of the Lord GOD; I will make mention of Your righteousness, Yours alone.  17 O God, You have taught me from my youth, And I still declare Your wondrous deeds.  18 And even when I am old and gray, O God, do not forsake me, Until I declare Your strength to this generation, Your power to all who are to come.  19 For Your righteousness, O God, reaches to the heavens, You who have done great things; O God, who is like You?  20 You who have shown me many troubles and distresses Will revive me again, And will bring me up again from the depths of the earth.  21 May You increase my greatness And turn to comfort me.  22 I will also praise You with a harp, Even Your truth, O my God; To You I will sing praises with the lyre, O Holy One of Israel.  23 My lips will shout for joy when I sing praises to You; And my soul, which You have redeemed.  24 My tongue also will utter Your righteousness all day long; 
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