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Introduction:  I still remember it clearly;  We reached the door at the same moment and I did what any properly instructed young guy would do…I opened the door for the two high school girls and waited for them to enter.  They stopped to ridicule me before disappearing though the door with peals of laughter.  I will never do that again….I thought.  Then there was the time that I spent weeks perfecting my job skills until I had surpassed everyone else on the job….only to be told by a supervisor that I was making everyone else look bad and it had to stop.  I will never work that hard again….I thought!
These are small mundane things, but I once gave someone a car because they were too broke to afford one.  I could have sold it, but I gave it to them….they traded it in for a car payment….the very thing I was trying to help them avoid.  Then there are the people that you love sacrificially who then say or do, terrible things to you.  There are those who work the system at every turn….they file for workman’s comp and you saw them out competing in a triathlon.  
The Thessalonians had people like this in their community and even in their church.  God has called them all unruly.  He has warned them about being lazy or being busybodies.  But they persist and they seemed to be getting away with it….all the time…the ones that are trying to do the right thing seem to get little or no thanks from others. 

We have people in our lives just like this.  How does God want us to respond?  Have you ever said, “what’s the use in working hard and doing the right thing….those that do the wrong thing and don’t work seem to be getting along just fine.”  Sure you have, at least in some form or another.  
Like a loving Father God,  takes our chin and turns our head to look away from unruly men and directly at Him.  He is going to give us four final bits of advice for dealing with  the frustrations of observing men ignoring the commands of God and getting away with it just fine.  Here are the closing verses: 
2 Thessalonians 3:13-18  13 But as for you, brethren, do not grow weary of doing good.  14 If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of that person and do not associate with him, so that he will be put to shame.  15 Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.  16 Now may the Lord of peace Himself continually grant you peace in every circumstance. The Lord be with you all!  17 I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand, and this is a distinguishing mark in every letter; this is the way I write.  18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

There are four things God is saying to us:  

· Never get discourage from doing the right thing [13]

· Never keep company with people who won’t do the right thing [14]

· Never look to men or circumstances for peace [16]
· Never live a day trusting in your own goodness [18]

Never get discourage from doing the right thing [13]

2 Thessalonians 3:13  13 But as for you, brethren, do not grow weary of doing good.
But as for you, brethren:  You are to do the opposite of what the unruly are doing. 

Do not grow weary: This does not mean “do not get tired.”  It is more like “do not lose heart or get discouraged.”  It is common when we see others doing all the wrong things and getting away with it to get discouraged.  Just consider our government.  These guys break every law, don’t pay their taxes, lie, cheat, commit adultery, steal, bribe and anything else that pops into their mind.  Yet, they seem to have a free pass on everything.  DO NOT LOSE HEART!   Why not?  Because there is a God and He is good and just.  It galls to see it, but you need to think of it as God does or you WILL GROW WEARY.  
Doing good:  This is the antidote to discouragement.  It is not sufficient to just hold your tongue or constantly judge others in your heart.  The solution to discouragement is to turn your heart to God and His Word in submission.  Let’s just do a quick rundown of some of the good that others do not do but you should. 
· Increase your faith [trust and dependence] in Christ and your love [sacrificial care] for one another: 

2 Thessalonians 1:3  3 We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brethren, as is only fitting, because your faith is greatly enlarged, and the love of each one of you toward one another grows ever greater;

· Embrace affliction as a sign of God’s acceptance not His judgment:

2 Thessalonians 1:4-5   4 therefore, we ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches of God for your perseverance and faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions which you endure.  5 This is a plain indication of God's righteous judgment so that you will be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which indeed you are suffering.

· Work at and mind your own business:
2 Thessalonians 3:10-11  10 For even when we were with you, we used to give you this order: if anyone is not willing to work, then he is not to eat, 11 For we hear that some among you are leading an undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting like busybodies.  

The Christlike life is not about what you don’t do or what you condemn.  It is about what you personally give your life for.  Obedience to Christ out of reverential love, will keep your heart from becoming discouraged.  But….along with this command to do good is another one that is closely related. 

Never keep company with people who won’t do the right thing [14]
2 Thessalonians 3:14-15  4 If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of that person and do not associate with him, so that he will be put to shame.  15 Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.
If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter:  There are a lot of things that Paul, by inspiration, has taught in this letter.  In other words, Paul is warning us about a certain type of Christian.  They are people who regard the Bible lightly.  They say….”O yeah….I know what it says, but…..  With them there is always some reason why they should not have to bow to it.  There is an extenuating circumstance that makes them exempt.  There are Christians who always have some justification for why they should not obey the Scripture.  
Human beings seem to have an infinite capacity to rationalize their own behavior.  I have found it almost impossible, for instance, to get believers to admit to gossip, which is right at the heart of the passage at hand.  Notice verse 11…. 
2 Thessalonians 3:11  11 For we hear that some among you are leading an undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting like busybodies.

Why won’t believers admit to this sin?  Because the Bible says we should not gossip and we all know that.  Here are some of the classic responses….”We were just sharing our frustrations with the way so and so acts.” “We were just trying to find out if someone else was as concerned about this as we were” “We were not gossiping.  We were just talking amongst ourselves about so and so.” Or my personal favorite….”We were only talking about them because we are so concerned about them.”    
Brothers and sisters….do not let yourselves do this!  If you cannot figure out if what you are doing is gossip then ask yourself if you would like a bunch of people talking about your faults, sins or shortcomings and trying to see how many others agreed with them.  This is clearly the context of the Golden Rule.  These are the teachings Jesus Christ Himself. 
Luke 6:31-38  31 "Treat others the same way you want them to treat you….."But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men.  36 "Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.  37 "Do not judge, and you will not be judged; and do not condemn, and you will not be condemned; pardon, and you will be pardoned.  38 "Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good measure-- pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return."
Here, God’s Word is speaking about a man in the church who will not work, give, forgive, forbear and mind his own business.  He is a meddlesome troublemaker within the body of Christ and everyone knows it. 

Take special note of that person:  “Note to self….this person does not take the Word of God seriously.  This means trouble for the Body of Christ.  Why?  Because there is no order in the Church of Jesus apart from the Word of God.  The Bible must be your sole authority….not the pastor….not the Elders and certainly not individual men and women who do as they please.  It is good to take note of people who do not show humility before the Scripture.  
Do not associate with him:  Literally “ don’t mix together.”  He or she cannot be in intimate fellowship with the church as if they actually did yield to God’s Word in their daily life.    
So that he will be put to shame:  It is not our job to put anyone to shame. It is our job to withhold intimate fellowship with the body of Christ as if nothing were wrong.  The NIV says “that he may feel ashamed” and the ESV translates this “that he may be ashamed.”  This is the final step in a process that Christ Himself initiated in the Gospel.  

Matthew 18:15-17   15 "If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private; if he listens to you, you have won your brother.  16 "But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that BY THE MOUTH OF TWO OR THREE WITNESSES EVERY FACT MAY BE CONFIRMED.  17 "If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.

This all starts privately.  You cannot tell someone you are going to go and do this.  Private means….well….private.  It is the Greek word monos and it means “alone,”  You cannot do this at church, because you are not alone.  You cannot do it in front of their family or yours….because you are not alone.  Why is this so important?  Because it tests the motives of your heart.  Do you really care about your brother or sister?  If so you will put yourself out for them.  No one will know that you have done it, so you cannot receive the applause of men for your righteousness.  If they listen to you it is over.  You do not go tell anyone that it happened.  You do not take a bow because you turned a sinner from the error of their way.  It is over, done…. Finished.  This tests your heart and your own obedience to the Words of Your God. 

Galatians 6:1-2  Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.  2 Bear one another's burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ.

If they reject your entreaty there might be more than one reason.  Maybe you are wrong and they are right.  We seldom allow ourselves to imagine this scenario.  What if I think eating something or drinking something is a sin and I go and confront my brother and he does not even think it is a sin? Or…what if they insist that they did not actually do the thing that I am so certain that they did do?  So there is an impasse.  

Why should two or three witnesses be taken?  Because if you are the only one that thinks they are sinning and you cannot find anyone to agree with you then it is time for you to stop.  These witnesses are not just some warm body that we get off the street to come and watch us confront the person a second time.  Witnesses by definition testify to something.  They have to also see the sin and testify that it is sin.  In other words, there needs to be clear and strong indications that this person is overcome in a sin that God forbids in His Church.  The witnesses need to tell the same story as you.  WHY?  This will test your heart!  Not everyone agrees on what is sin and what is not.  Also, just because something bugs you or offends you, does not give you the right to institute this process.  Two or three witnesses who see the same pattern of resistance to the Word of God are required to proceed.  If this brother agrees and changes his heart and mind about his meddling, gossiping and freeloading….then it is over.  The three of you must never speak of it again.  You must never tell anyone that you did it.  It is over, done…finished.  

If it has to go to the church at large then they need to tell this brother that he needs to humble himself before the Word of His God….Not their word….but His Word.  As soon as he does then he is welcomed into the social and spiritual mix that is the family of God in Christ.    
Do not regard him as an enemy:  He is not your enemy.  He is not the enemy of God….he is a fallen sinner like us who is redeemed, but resisting God.  Please don’t tell me that you have never resisted God!  I certainly have.  I have not resisted Him to the point of having to be disciplined or discipled if you prefer by the entire Church….although I came close once in my twenties.  He is not your enemy.  This is not a shunning, but a limiting of affections and intimacy.  
Admonish him as a brother:  Admonish means to exhort him to do the right thing.  The right thing is to submit his or her heart to the Word of God.  This implies ongoing contact.  It requires regular prayer and teaching.  It absolutely forbids a shunning or anger on any level.  Admonish and exhort him that Christ can be trusted and obeyed, even in this area that they are resisting Him in.  
Ill:  I remember spending a good deal of time with a women showing her from Scripture what Christ taught about her attitude toward her husband.  There was, and still is, no question as to the meaning of  the passage, but are conversation concluded with her saying, “well…..that’s your opinion.”  She was a believer, but she did not regard God’s Word as the Final Word.  More to the point this morning is that she did not regard God as a trustworthy and reliable source of information about human relationships. 
We are not just to tell someone over and over what the Scripture says, but rather exhort them and plead with them to regard Christ as supremely trustworthy and infinitely knowledgeable.  He knows what is right and good and just.  He knows what will bring you the greatest joy and peace in a fallen world.  Admonish him as a brother to cast himself upon the care of Christ.  The Bible is not just a religious book.  We are not talking about keeping rules. We are not doing any of this to secure conformity or control. God Forbid!  May God help us and prevent us from such motives.  They are evil and produce no grace, love, or reconciliation.  If that is what we think is going on here we have missed the point.  
May I admonish you for a moment?  What are the obstacles that you face this morning?  What are your fears?  What relationships in your life are broken or strained?   The Bible is full of the wisdom and knowledge of God.  It is the instruction manual for the human soul and life.  Why should you trust it? 

The Bible is not a religious book.  It is the Words of Your God.  It is your God speaking to you and instructing you about your life.  A life that He made and gave to you.  A life that He sustains with health and food and water and protection.  He also tells you about the reality of heaven and eternity….both past and future.  All that we know about these things…. He….our God…..He has told them to us.  
Cease this moment thinking of the Bible as a book of religious instruction.  It is not about religion, Judaism, Christianity or morality.  It is about your God and everything that He thinks and does and makes.  It is the sole source of truth about where you came from, how you got here and where you are going.  How can this not be vital for you?  There are only two reasons not to believe it and they both have to do with what you think about the character of God:
God does not really know what He is talking about?  Do you really think that God could make everything there is in the universe and yet not know what will make you happy in your marriage?  Can the God who made a woman in His image not know what role will fulfill her? 
Is God’s purpose for work just to make us work?  When He says “Don’t gossip and mind your own business” do we really think that is just a capricious command?  Please…this is about trust in the character and person of your God and not mere assent or submission to a religious book.  God knows all things and His commands are not burdensome to men. Satan says they are but Christ says they are not.  Who do you believe today?
1 John 5:2-3  2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and observe His commandments.  3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome.

Matthew 11:28-30  28 "Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  29 "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS.  30 "For My yoke is easy and My burden is light."

God will steer you through the field that is life with His Yoke.  Take it freely today.  Recommit to know the word of God and plant it deep into your soul.  Start a study.  God to Sunday School. Read a book about Christ.  Drink deep of the water of Christ.   

God does not really love me and care deeply for me?  Why did Christ die on the Cross?  Was He somehow obligated to men and women who disowned Him and even despised  Him?  No, the Christ who gave Himself up for you will lead you with the same love that was poured out at Calvary. 
God is not able to bring me safely through this life:  In other words, God might not be able to keep His promises to me if I obey them and cease trusting in my own ways. But Our God is the God of Creation.  He made everything, knows everything, sees everything and controls everything.  When He says, “obey my Words” He is really saying trust me as the Sovereign God of all things.  I have demonstrated my glory again and again and my mercy and grace at the cross.  I have saved my people with a mighty sovereign power.  You may obey my Words to you with total calm.  Calm your hearts then my brethren and govern your lives by His loving and gracious words.  
Psalm 135:5-7  5 For I know that the LORD is great And that our Lord is above all gods.  6 Whatever the LORD pleases, He does, In heaven and in earth, in the seas and in all deeps.  7 He causes the vapors to ascend from the ends of the earth; Who makes lightnings for the rain, Who brings forth the wind from His treasuries.
Never look toward men or circumstances for peace [16]

2 Thessalonians 3:16  16 Now may the Lord of peace Himself continually grant you peace in every circumstance. The Lord be with you all!
May the Lord of peace Himself continually grant you peace in every circumstance:  If we are going to have peace it will be in Christ.  He is the central figure in Creation.  Everything He did on earth has brought about peace.  
Peace with God at the Cross: 

Romans 4:25 - 5:8  25 He who was delivered over because of our transgressions, and was raised because of our justification. Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  2 through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.  3 And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance;  4 and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope;  5 and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.  6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  7 For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die.  8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

The Peace of God poured out by the Holy Spirit into the hearts of His people:
God calls all men to obedience because in this there is peace.  Paul spoke of it freely but makes it a clarion call to the Philippians. A gentle spirit is a yielding and obedient spirit.  Through it you will obtain peace.  This is why we exhort all men to yield to the Words of their God. 
Philippians 4:5-7  5 Let your gentle spirit be known to all men. The Lord is near.  6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
The Lord be with you all!:  This is the most blessed of thoughts and promises.  The daily presence of Christ with us.  
CONCLUSION   Never live a day trusting in your own goodness [18]

2 Thessalonians 3:18   18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
Grace is not just for the day of your regeneration, conversion and faith in Christ.  All believers need grace everyday.  Without it we will drift.  DO not say to yourself….I would never become that adulterous man or woman, or I would never be the gossipy busybody that causes a church split.  Without constant grace to get under the Words of our God we will be those men and women.  May God grant us grace today like He did on the day of our conversion and in eternity past. 
What will you change about your life so that the Words of your God might become more known and more loved by you?  Do you feel that you know them sufficiently now?  I do not!  I am praying now that God will renew my hunger for Him.  It is satisfied in His Word to which I gladly bow the knee.  He is our God and we are His people.  
Psalm 115:1-9  Not to us, O LORD, not to us, But to Your name give glory Because of Your lovingkindness, because of Your truth.  2 Why should the nations say, "Where, now, is their God?"  3 But our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases.  4 Their idols are silver and gold, The work of man's hands.  5 They have mouths, but they cannot speak; They have eyes, but they cannot see;  6 They have ears, but they cannot hear; They have noses, but they cannot smell;  7 They have hands, but they cannot feel; They have feet, but they cannot walk; They cannot make a sound with their throat.  8 Those who make them will become like them, Everyone who trusts in them.  9 O Israel, trust in the LORD; He is their help and their shield.
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