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2 Thessalonians 3:6-12  6 Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from every brother who leads an unruly life and not according to the tradition which you received from us.  7 For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example, because we did not act in an undisciplined manner among you,  8 nor did we eat anyone's bread without paying for it, but with labor and hardship we kept working night and day so that we would not be a burden to any of you;  9 not because we do not have the right to this, but in order to offer ourselves as a model for you, so that you would follow our example.  10 For even when we were with you, we used to give you this order: if anyone is not willing to work, then he is not to eat, either.  11 For we hear that some among you are leading an undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting like busybodies.  12 Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to work in quiet fashion and eat their own bread.
Introduction:  Have you ever wondered if you share Christ’s opinion about His church?  Our highly individualistic society prizes personal rights above almost all else.  For many, the church has become something you attend rather than something you belong to.  Believers watch it and criticize it, but join it and nurture it.  To many it seems like a spiritual shopping mall for the needs of modern life…..But…..is this Christ’s view?  Is this what Jesus said He would build or what The Apostles described and prescribed?

In our text this morning, God instructs His Church about work, responsibility, gossip, and meddling.  In our day the call for disciplined lives seem harsh and unreasonable.  But God is not harsh.  Nor is He unreasonable.  God is full of compassion and tender mercy.  

Psalm 103:8  8 The LORD is compassionate and gracious, Slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness.

James 5:11  11 We count those blessed who endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord's dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful.

The church is God’s household.  As His children our spiritual lives rise and fall together.  Discipleship within the body of Christ is of a family nature.  The outcome of one life is important to God, but so is the health of the family.  Contrary to contemporary thinking it is not just the individual believer who reveals and represents Christ in the world today.  
· The Church reveals Christ’s fullness as God the Son: 

Ephesians 1:22-23  22 And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church,  23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.
· The Church reveals the beautiful spectacle of God’s wisdom: 

Ephesians 3:10-11  0 so that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places.  11 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord,

· The Church reveals the Fatherhood of God.  
Ephesians 2:19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household,
· The Church is the pillar and support of the truth: 

1 Timothy 3:15   15 but in case I am delayed, I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.
The Church needs to bow its knee before the Scripture to become what God has called it to be and not just what it wants to be. Difficult commands are a call to embrace Christ as head over His own church.  The church reveals her submission to Christ by her willingness to hear and obey.  
Church discipline, as it is sometimes called, rarely goes well in our culture and is therefore seldom done.  When it is done, it can be done for a host of unscriptural reasons including self-righteousness and just plain meanness.  Even when done with submission to Christ and humility, the person often just goes down the road to the first church that does not care.  If we cannot guarantee the result, how are we to come to a text like this? 
· Come with an obedient heart  [6]

· Come with a humble heart [7-8]

· Come with an instructed heart [10]

· Come with a resolute heart [11-12]

Come with an obedient heart  [6]

2 Thessalonians 3:6   6 Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from every brother who leads an unruly life and not according to the tradition which you received from us.

We command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ:  Sometimes we just need to be told what to do.  There is purpose, not caprice with God.  Believers must come to the Word with an obedient heart.  It is easy to react to a difficult command with reasons why it should not be done.  If the greatest commandment is to love God we are in trouble if we do not have an obedient heart.   
John 14:15-16  15 "If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.  16 "I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever;

Please notice how eager Christ is that we should succeed at loving Him.  He sends us a helper to do it.  The Holy Spirit will grants love to the obedient heart.  

Galatians 5:22-23  22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

That you keep away from every brother who leads an unruly life:  “Unruly” can describe soldiers marching out of ranks, but more often means “inappropriate behavior” or “neglectful of duty.”  It describes a man or woman who does not do their duty.  In this particular case it refers to a man who refuses to work.  

Keeping this command is something we would prefer not to do.  To begin with it sets up certain conflicts in our minds.  What about other commands like…”love one another” and  “give and it will be given unto you?”   How does a command to keep away, square up with these other teachings in the Scripture?  

God’s instructions must be received by our obedient heart.  There is an alarming tendency to pick only one thing to obey.  It is almost always the thing we are most comfortable with. If you are non confrontational you will tend toward “love one another” and not obey this one.  If you are inclined to be judgmental and impatient with others who are not as hard working as yourself, you will find this one the easier choice.  
What does an obedient heart look like?  You can test yourself to see if you have one.  Would you be willing to ask God to reveal some area of your life that is not in submission and obedience to Him?  Would you be willing to commit up front….before you even know what it is…..to obey God when He shows it to you?   If you are willing the ask God for knowledge, but not willing to obey until you know what it is…..you do not have an obedient heart. 
When a parent insists that their child does their chores or eats their dinner are they no longer loving parents?  Of course not….and God is not an unloving God when He commands us to live, think and act certain ways.   When God tells men to work, He is not telling us not to “love one another” or not to have pure, undefiled care for the needy.  To the contrary….God is instructing us how to obtain the means to fulfill His other commands. 
Ephesians 4:28   28 He who steals must steal no longer; but rather he must labor, performing with his own hands what is good, so that he will have something to share with one who has need.

The tradition which you received from us:  “Tradition” is referring to the Apostles teaching and describes passing something along or instructing someone.  As it was written down, it became the Scripture.  Paul has instructed these brothers already.
1 Thessalonians 4:11-12  make it your ambition to lead a quiet life and attend to your own business and work with your hands, just as we commanded you,  12 so that you will behave properly toward outsiders and not be in any need.

God considers diligent work the duty of every man.  That is the teaching of the Apostles and now it is the teaching of God in His Word. 

1 Timothy 5:8 But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.

It is clear that Paul has taught them authoritatively about this particular problem within the church.  Now he is calling them to obey God.  No believer is at liberty to pick and chose what to believe.  We are obligated to bow low before the Word of God…and to obey.  This is an obedient heart, but is also a humble heart.  
Come with a humble heart [7-8]

2 Thessalonians 3:7-8  7 For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example, because we did not act in an undisciplined manner among you,  8 nor did we eat anyone's bread without paying for it, but with labor and hardship we kept working night and day so that we would not be a burden to any of you;
You yourselves know how you ought to follow our example: Paul and his companions had set a certain example for the church there.  Our pride will often keep us from following a good example.  The sibling who has a hard working  brother or sister will often refuse to follow their example.  The co-worker who works with extraordinary diligence is more often ridiculed than emulated.  It takes humility to follow someone else’s example, even when it is the right example. 
We did not act in an undisciplined manner among you:  This is the same word translated “unruly” above.  When Paul, Silvanus and Timothy were there they did meaningful work for their food.  
Nor did we eat anyone's bread without paying for it:  Someone who refuses to work still has to eat, right?  He has to find someone who will give him food everyday in exchange for nothing.  It is hard to say to such a person,  I am sorry.  I am unwilling to feed you when you can work but refuse to.  
I have called this sermon “avoiding an unruly life”  rather than “Avoiding an Unruly Man.”  I did this for an important reason.  Discipline in the church is not for punishment and it is not for getting even.  It is for instruction in righteousness, just like the Scriptures themselves.  Discipline [discipleship] always has its basis in Scripture and never ever in the church or individual.  We are not free to carry on discipleship as it suits us, for the offenses that suit us or in the manner that suits us.  You can count on one hand the offenses that require some sort of overt response.  Going beyond those is forbidden. 
1 Corinthians 4:5-6  do not go on passing judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord comes who will both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and disclose the motives of men's hearts; and then each man's praise will come to him from God.  6 Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively applied to myself and Apollos for your sakes, so that in us you may learn not to exceed what is written, so that no one of you will become arrogant in behalf of one against the other.

A humble heart asks itself…”What is my own attitude toward work?”  Do I gripe endlessly about it even while doing it.  When was the last time I thanked God for the ability to do hard work or prayed for hard work to do?  A humble heart comes to an instruction like “avoided an unruly brother” with great fear and humility?  May we come as the broken sinners we know ourselves to be….if we do know.  God uses the broken and contrite sinner to disciple His people. We all need to avoid an unruly and undisciplined life….not just some hypothetical brother.  We all are or could become that man.  Here are some reasons not to be so anxious to participate in discipline.   
Galatians 6:1-3  Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.  2 Bear one another's burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ.  3 For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. 

1 Corinthians 10:12  12 ….. let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall.

Proverbs 29:23  23 A man's pride will bring him low, But a humble spirit will obtain honor.

Proverbs 16:18-20  18 Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before stumbling.  19 It is better to be humble in spirit with the lowly than to divide the spoil with the proud.  20 He who gives attention to the word will find good, And blessed is he who trusts in the LORD.

Come with an instructed heart [10]

2 Thessalonians 3:10  10 For even when we were with you, we used to give you this order: if anyone is not willing to work, then he is not to eat, either. 

If anyone is not willing to work:  This is an important point of Scripture.   Let me see if I can capture the meaning of the Greek for you here.  “If anyone WILLS NOT TO WORK….He must [a command] not eat.  
God is not speaking of an invalid or someone who does not work as hard as we personally think they should.  It does not describe a person who is deeply disheartened from some spiritual or emotional crisis in their life.  It is someone who is incorrigibly unwilling to do honest, meaningful work.  Before the church acts she must be absolutely certain she is acting with an instructed heart.  

He is not to eat:  It is not your job to keep someone from eating.  This is not to be taken as some sort of a “Holy War” against this brother.  If he can find food laying around or convince someone to feed him indefinitely, then that will be to his deep and abiding harm.  He will not be fulfilling God’s purpose for his life.  He will not be a blessing,  but a burden to his family, his community….but not his church.  It is his church that is not to feed him or extend encouragement to continue that way, because it is to his harm and to the shame of Christ who is revealed in the world through His church.  If we truly have an obedient heart that wants to obey God,  a humble heart that knows we too struggle to obey and an instructed heart that knows what God wants us to do then we are ready to….

Come with a resolute heart [11-12]

2 Thessalonians 3:11-12  11 For we hear that some among you are leading an undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting like busybodies.  12 Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to work in quiet fashion and eat their own bread.
Some among you are leading an undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting like busybodies:  Mind your own business!  It is none of you business!  These and other sayings describe the person who does not work.  They have too much time to concern themselves with the business of others.  The word “busybody” describes someone who bustles with useless and needless activity. They seem busy but not with their own business. 
We command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ:   God is not just commanding but also calling out tenderly to you.  Order your life as He has instructed.  Give proper and undivided attention to your own business.
To work in quiet fashion:  “Quiet fashion” speaks of a person who stays at home doing their own work.  They are too busy doing what God wants them to do to get involved with what God forbids them to do.  

This is the last thing a busybody wants to do.  They want to be seen.  They want to be “in the know” and they want to in the middle of everything.  We are not talking about a person who seems lazy or bored with life.  This type of person is a serious threat to the health and welfare of the Family of Christ. 

Purpose to be admonished by this.  To possess that obedient, humble and an instructed heart that God esteems and blesses.  Be resolved to live in the Body of Christ so as to serve others and bring Glory to Christ in this world.   Have a resolute heart!  
CONCLUSION

We call this church discipline for a reason.  It is something for the church. not for individuals.  Whenever individuals take it on themselves there is harm to the body rather than healing.  It has several major purposes: 
· To deal with specific sin in the church before Christ has to deal with it Himself.

· To restore brothers and sisters to fellowship with Christ and His family

· To warn others not to sin before they actually do
So…does this really matter? Yes!, because it matters to Christ.  And, He tells us what to deal with in His Church and how we are to deal with it.  There are actually precious few:  
· An unruly, busybody who will not mind his own business is one of them.  
· An open, public life of sexual immorality is another. 
· The systematic conviction and teaching of false doctrine

Such things bring harm and reproach to the church.  It is the church that is given these commands and not the individual believer. 

BUT….what if  someone offends you personally in word or deed?   

Ask yourself this….Is there some reason I cannot just forgive this offense?  

Matthew 18:21-22  21 ….. Peter came and said to Him, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?"  22 Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.  
But, how can I learn to forgive my brother?  Ask yourself this….am I fully obedient to God in this same area.  For example,  if someone says something malicious about you, can you say, before God, that you have never said anything malicious about anyone yourself.  If you are bold enough to imagine that you have never sinned with your mouth….have you ever sinned with your mind?  Those who know the depths of their own sin find it possible to forgive.  Jesus taught this very thing to Peter that day. 
Matthew 18:23-33   23 "For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves.  24 "When he had begun to settle them, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him.  25 "But since he did not have the means to repay, his lord commanded him to be sold, along with his wife and children and all that he had, and repayment to be made.  26 "So the slave fell to the ground and prostrated himself before him, saying, 'Have patience with me and I will repay you everything.'  27 "And the lord of that slave felt compassion and released him and forgave him the debt.  28 "But that slave went out and found one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and he seized him and began to choke him, saying, 'Pay back what you owe.'  29 "So his fellow slave fell to the ground and began to plead with him, saying, 'Have patience with me and I will repay you.'  30 "But he was unwilling and went and threw him in prison until he should pay back what was owed.  31 "So when his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were deeply grieved and came and reported to their lord all that had happened.  32 "Then summoning him, his lord said to him, 'You wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.  33 'Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow slave, in the same way that I had mercy on you?'  
BUT….what if you personally see a brother taken in a fault?  What should you do?  

First….ask yourself….”Am I without sin in this area or does it just bug me that they are doing this?”  If you think you are faultless, think again.  

Galatians 6:3  3 For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.
Secondly….if you are fully dependent upon the Spirit for all hope of obedience, you may seek to restore them….but God is warning you.  You ARE guilty of the same offense and it is only by the gracious mercy and forgiveness of God that you are not condemned.  It is because of the Cross,  the blessed Gospel of the Cross and Jesus’ love for you there.
Galatians 6:1-2  Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to [contemplating] yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.  

Finally….ask yourself this:   “Am I willing to bear this burden with my brother, or do I just want to correct him and move on?”  If you are willing to suffer the burden of this sin you may proceed. If not you are not spiritual and are not seeking to restore them. 
Galatians 6:2  2 Bear one another's burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ.
Dear ones…..take this opportunity to let the Word of God convict you of your own needy state.  We are trophies of the Grace of God.  Apart from Christ we are so very fragile and self-righteousness is so very unbecoming.  
May God give us humility before Him again.  May God’s Spirit remind us that we are loved and  forgiven without merit of our own.  May we be forgivers because we have been forgiven.  May we draw brothers back to the foot of the Cross with us.  May Christ’s church exalt Him again in the world.   
Colossians 3:12-17  12 So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience;  13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.  14 Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.  15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.  16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.  17 Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.
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