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Introduction:  
2 Thessalonians 3:1-5  Finally, brethren, pray for us that the word of the Lord will spread rapidly and be glorified, just as it did also with you;  2 and that we will be rescued from perverse and evil men; for not all have faith.  3 But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you from the evil one.  4 We have confidence in the Lord concerning you, that you are doing and will continue to do what we command.  5 May the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into the steadfastness of Christ.
With these words Paul begins the conclusion of this dynamic little epistle.  He has already revealed the mind of God on many serious issues.  There are teachings on how this present age will end, and what will become of us believers if it ends in our lifetime?  These are not small questions, although to hear some tell it, they are entirely inconsequential to the Christian faith.  In addition He…  


Has explained that their trials have meaning and purpose. 

2 Thessalonians 1:4-5  4 Therefore we ourselves boast about you in the churches of God for your steadfastness and faith in all your persecutions and in the afflictions that you are enduring.  5 This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are also suffering 


Has assured them that there will be ultimate justice. 

2 Thessalonians 1:6-10  God considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict you,  7 and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels  8 in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  9 They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from1 the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might,  10 when he comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at among all who have believed, because our testimony to you was believed.


Has guaranteed them that they have not missed the Rapture of the Church. 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-2  Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, we ask you, brothers,  2 not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by a spirit or a spoken word, or a letter seeming to be from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come.


Has reminded them they are elect in Christ and therefore safe in His keeping.  

2 Thessalonians 2:13-14   13 But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits1 to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth.  14 To this he called you through our gospel, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
God wants more than knowledge from His people.  The church in the world exists behind enemy lines.  We have not been aware of that much in our country, but it is true.  We have a mandate to exalt and proclaim Jesus Christ.  This mission will encounter resistance.  So….God’s Word tells us here to:  


Pray for the preaching of Christ’s Word  [1]


Pray for the protection of Christ’s Church [2-3]


Pray for the passion of Christ’s Church [4-5]

Pray for the preaching of Christ’s Word [1]

2 Thessalonians 3:1  Finally, brethren, pray for us that the word of the Lord will spread rapidly and be glorified, just as it did also with you;

Finally, brethren, pray for us:  This is a recurring theme in Scripture.  

Ephesians 6:19  19 and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel,

There is a human tendency to believe that those who preach or shepherd do not need prayer.  Perhaps we do not ask for prayer because it makes us appear needy….and who wants a needy pastor?  Then there is this.  Those who deliver the Word of God to you week in and week out sometimes appear to have it mastered.  We must be doing everything, because we appear to know everything.  

The fact of the matter is just the opposite.  Those out in front are the target of the enemy.  Those who study the Scripture are most tempted to intellectual pride.  Those with speaking gifts are often enticed to self-righteousness or to self-importance.  And who would know and recognize these inclinations better than our enemy Satan, the originator of all such fatal character flaws.  “Brethren, Pray for us,” should never be an idle request.  It should be a passionate plea.  And it should be a solemn duty on the part of all believers to pray for their shepherds. 
That the word of the Lord will spread rapidly and be glorified:  How should you pray?  The first thing to pray for is the spread of the Gospel.  
Spread rapidly: Literally, “to run,” or be in a hurry.  The church should start her evangelism with prayer.  The Word of the Cross is seldom heard clearly.  We should pray to that end.  
Be glorified:  The Word of God is given life by the Holy Spirit of God. This is not just a wide hearing but an effectual and fruitful response.  Men preach, but God makes the Gospel RUN.  Learn to pray for God to do with others what He has done with you.  This is the evangelical call to prayer.  It will also keep us grateful for our salvation.  This is how it had entered Thessalonica. 
1 Thessalonians 1:5-10  our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction……..and you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God,  10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath to come. 
Not only were they rescued from death…then their idols, but their hearts were turned toward heaven looking for Jesus to come for them.  They were Christ Centered Christians.  If the Gospel runs rapidly and is glorified it is a threat to Satan’s kingdom.  He is the God of this age who holds men in bondage and darkness. 
Ephesians 2:1-2  And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,  2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.

The entrance of the Gospel in power breaks those chains and floods the dark with blessed light.  When God opens the hearts of men and women to Christ,  Satan is roused to resist.  So when we pray for gospel fruit we must also pray for protection.  
Pray for the protection of Christ’s Church [2-3]

2 Thessalonians 3:2-3  2 and that we will be rescued from perverse and evil men; for not all have faith.  3 But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you from the evil one.
That we will be rescued from perverse and evil men; for not all have faith:  These are not always who you think they will be.  In fact, most believers have been seriously opposed or wounded by those inside the church.  Paul was well aware of this even at this early stage of the Church’s life.  
Not all have faith: This would be a totally unnecessary remark if Paul was only thinking of men outside the church.  Of course the angry mob that drove him out of Thessalonica did not have faith.  The real enemy is within.  They come, they join, they subscribe, they attend, they participate….but they do not have faith…they have not exalted Jesus as Lord and Christ.  
But the Lord is faithful:  Many are deceived with this false conclusion ….”Because professing church goers are faithless, so is God.”  These hills are full of isolated and defeated children of Christ who fell prey to this particular tactic of Satan.  They began their walk, but encountered perverse and evil men within Christ’s church.  Men who loved themselves more than they loved Christ.  They loved the doctrine, but not the Christ it explained nor His other children.  Jesus warned of them. [Tares among the wheat]  Paul was adamant about them…..but still Satan perpetrates the same scheme over and over and over again. 

Acts 20:29-31   29 "I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock;  30 and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them.  31 "Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one with tears.

He will strengthen and protect you from the evil one:  Notice what this does not say!  It does not say that sound doctrine will strengthen you.  It does not say that being separated from sin will strengthen you.  It does not say that living a sanctified life will strengthen you.  It does not even say that reading your Bible and going to church will strengthen you.  

It says that Christ Himself will strengthen you.  We may not, and must not, turn to works for our spiritual strength and protection.  The following words often come as a shock to long time Christians:  It was not what you believed about Christ that saved you…It was Christ who saved  you  This may seem a subtle difference, but it is vital to your soul.  When we give someone the Gospel we are not telling them what to believe….we are telling them who to trust with their eternal soul.  Christ is the Gospel good news.  He will strengthen and protect you now in this world…..because “He is faithful!”
· Pray for the Word of the Cross to go forth and convert men and women.  

· Pray for God to protect His servants as they encounter evil.

· Pray for all our hearts to trust Christ and not ourselves. 
Pray for the passion of Christ’s Church and its preachers [4-5]
2 Thessalonians 3:4-5  4 We have confidence in the Lord concerning you, that you are doing and will continue to do what we command.  5 May the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into the steadfastness of Christ.
We have confidence in the Lord concerning you:  Do you have a lot of confidence in men and women to do the right thing?  Probably not!  We just got done saying not to trust in yourselves or others.  So what is God’s Word saying here?  
Please look at these words with me now.  Paul is NOT placing His confidence in the Thessalonians, but in THE LORD.  He knows they are elect. He knows they are not his converts, but they are Christ’s chosen, redeemed, washed and adopted sons and daughters.  He trusts Christ to care for His own….so should we.  
That you are doing and will continue to do what we command:    Many abandon the church and quit the preaching because the people are so perverse.  Church goers can sit in church for decades and then act as if they have never heard a single word of Scripture their entire lives.  Such things vex the souls of preachers and  true believers.  

So how is it that Paul could express such confidence in the Lord?  BECAUSE he knew that this election was not to salvation only, but to sanctification and Christlikeness.  
2 Thessalonians 2:14  14 It was for this He called you through our gospel, that you may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

His confidence is in the Lord….but it was concerning them.  The God who had chosen them had destined them for Glory in Christ.  To exalt Christ in their lives.  You may have this same confidence in the Lord concerning your believing husband or wife.  This is a confidence in Christ to perform and not in human effort.  
Philippians 1:6  6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.
The outcome of your Christian life is no more dependent upon your human efforts than you salvation was.  Grace preachers often get maligned at this very point, but I believe it is well worth the risk.    This could not be made more clear than in Ephesians:

Ephesians 2:8-10  8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.  
It does not say,  “by faith you have been saved through grace.”  Grace comes first.  Both grace and faith are “the gift of God.”  Works will cause us to boast so….for this very reason we are “his workmanship.”  He created us in Christ Jesus for good works and He did it before we believed and He will see to it that we walk in them. 
It is not that men are not to labor in obedience to the Scripture, but our labor and obedience are as entirely dependent on God as our new birth. It is by grace.  

Philippians 2:12-13  12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling;  13 for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.

Paul put this in the form of a question to the Galatians.

Galatians 3:1-4  You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified?  2 This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?  3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?  4 Did you suffer so many things in vain-- if indeed it was in vain?
Christ’s Cross work was clearly taught to them.  They knew they were saved by faith alone….how have they now switched to their own works for their Christian walk.  Christ objects to being used as a ticket to heaven then left outside our hearts and minds.  Question:  Which of your efforts has made you love Christ more?  Has your Christian life caused you to love Christ supremely above all else in this world?   [Pause here.] 
Our text is rushing now toward its climax.  Here it is:  

2 Thessalonians 3:5   5 May the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God 

Isaiah recorded some of God’s earliest complaints about it:

Isaiah 29:13  this people draw near with their words And honor Me with their lip service, But they remove their hearts far from Me, And their reverence for Me consists of tradition learned by rote,

Jesus said it was the greatest thing that a man can do toward God. 

Mark 12:28-30  8 One of the scribes came and heard them arguing, and recognizing that He had answered them well, asked Him, "What commandment is the foremost of all?"  29 Jesus answered, "The foremost is, 'HEAR, O ISRAEL! THE LORD OUR GOD IS ONE LORD;  30 AND YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.'

Dear brothers and sisters….what will increase our love for Christ?  Will honing your doctrine or pretending to not have impure thoughts or motives?  Will hiding in church while knowing that God sees our struggling, yet believing hearts?  Much of what we do in our lives serves only to strengthen our sense of despair.  So I ask again, “what will increase our love for Christ?”  It is Christ Himself.  
John 12:32-33  32 "And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself."  33 But He was saying this to indicate the kind of death by which He was to die.

Regarding this verse Charles Spurgeon said, “We have three things to notice. Christ crucified, Christ's glory……Christ crucified, the minister's theme……Christ crucified, the heart's attraction. "If I be lifted up, I will draw all men unto me." His own glory—the minister's theme—the heart's attraction.”

Long absences from someone are an invitation to apathy.  We cannot love from a distance.  Estranged friends or loved ones assign all types of mistaken motives to one another.  It is our nature to do so.  When Christ Himself is not preached and exalted, His people have a distant Savior.  He is no longer the Good Shepherd who lays down His life for the sheep, but the harsh accuser who watches over us to condemn rather than to comfort and care for us.  On the other hand…where Christ is exalted and beheld,  He is loved, worshiped and obeyed.  

· We saw that in Bethlehem.  

Luke 2:20  20 The shepherds went back, glorifying and praising God for all that they had heard and seen, just as had been told them.
· We saw it again at His dedication in the temple.  

Luke 2:28-34  28 then he took Him into his arms, and blessed God, and said,  29 "Now Lord, You are releasing Your bond-servant to depart in peace, According to Your word;  30 For my eyes have seen Your salvation,  31 Which You have prepared in the presence of all peoples,  32 A LIGHT OF REVELATION TO THE GENTILES, And the glory of Your people Israel."  33 And His father and mother were amazed at the things which were being said about Him.  34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother, "Behold, this Child is appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and for a sign to be opposed--
· It happened at Jordan River

John 1:29-30   29 The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!  30 "This is He on behalf of whom I said, 'After me comes a Man who has a higher rank than I, for He existed before me.' 

Ultimately this lifting up happened at The Cross.  But,  we were not there at the foot of the Cross.  Few men were, so how are we to love Him whom we have not seen?  It is a work of the Holy Spirit to keep Christ vividly in the hearts and minds of His people  The Spirit does this through the preaching of  Christ.  Not preaching about Him.  He is not a doctrine to be parsed, but a person to be worshiped.  He is not just a savior from sin, but the all sufficient lover of your soul.  If you doubt this then hear what Paul said ;
1 Corinthians 1:23-25  we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness,  24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.  25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

1 Corinthians 2:1-2  And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God.  2 For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.

What ails the church is her loss of pure affection and devotion to Christ. Why did Paul preach Christ and Him Crucified to the Corinthian church?  He tells them.

2 Corinthians 11:3 But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.
May the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into the steadfastness of Christ: Here is the pinnacle of our passage.  It is the greatest prayer we can have for one another because it petitions God to fulfill in His people the greatest commandment. Christ is His Own Attraction.  Where He is proclaimed and exalted things happen.  The Spirit still directs God’s people into His love.  And this love is the heart and soul of our Gospel.  If you do not love Christ then God Himself will remove your witness. 

Revelation 2:4-5  4 'But I have this against you, that you have left your first love.  5 'Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place-- unless you repent.

One final, but supremely important thing happens when The Holy Spirit exalts Christ Jesus through the preaching of the Cross.  You are changed.  The changes in the inner man that defy our own efforts are accomplished when we return, by the Word of God and the Spirit to foot of the Cross. 
2 Corinthians 3:17-18  17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.  18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.

Community Bible Church exists to Exalt and Proclaim Christ.  He is our only hope for heaven, but blessedly he is our only source for transformation in this life.  Jude seemed to sum up a great deal of what we have seen in this Scripture this morning.  
Jude 1:20-25  20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit,  21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life.  22 And have mercy on some, who are doubting;  23 save others, snatching them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with fear, hating even the garment polluted by the flesh.  24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy,  25 to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.
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