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Introduction:  I once heard someone say that church would be so great if it were not for the people.  We smile and wince a little because we know we have had these kinds of thoughts.  But…those feelings tell us something about our understanding of Christ’s Church.  If it exists to meet our needs and make us feel good, then it is almost guaranteed that we will be encountering a lot of negative feelings toward one another. 

The Scripture gives us another view entirely of Christ’s Church.  She is chosen by the Father as a precious bride for His Son.  She is purchased and a covenant has been made with her.  She is wanted by the Son and loved.  Loved so much that He laid down His life for her.  She is adorned by Him.  She is clothed by Him and she is radiant.  
Her existence in the world against all opposition proves that Christ is also her Sovereign Lord and protector.   

Her love for one another demonstrates that she is following after God the Son.  
Her worship and hope of His return reveals her love and devotion for him.  

In the last five verses of II Thessalonians two, God reveals four certainties intended to make you rejoice in your election as Christ’s Bride:

· The Eternal Nature of your Election [13]

· The Eternal Outcome of your Election….glory [14]

· The Temporal Opposition to your Election….[15]

· The Surpassing Comfort of your Election [16-17]

I could soft pedal the point of this passage some and substitute the word salvation for election.  Satan has succeeded in sharply dividing the church on this doctrine, but I think I would do injustice to these Words of God. In these few verses God declares that He has chosen you [out of the billions of men on this earth]  That He has called you [in a manner that you were able to hear] and that He has loved you [shared His own nature and life with you]  It is easy for me to see why Paul would conclude such a teaching with a prayer to be comforted and strengthened.  It is my goal that you should be deeply comforted by this knowledge today. 
We are going to have to hurry this morning because these verses contain a small systematic theology on your Salvation and relationship to Christ and one another. Let’s begin by reading them together. 
2 Thessalonians 2:13-17  13 But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.  14 It was for this He called you through our gospel, that you may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  15 So then, brethren, stand firm and hold to the traditions which you were taught, whether by word of mouth or by letter from us.  16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who has loved us and given us eternal comfort and good hope by grace,  17 comfort and strengthen your hearts in every good work and word.

The Eternal Nature of our Election [13]

2 Thessalonians 2:13  13 But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.
We should always give thanks to God for you:  If you have a bill due this month you have an obligation.  This is the origin of the phrase “we should always give thanks to God for you.”  Perhaps you imagine that these folks were so dear that Paul was continually thankful for them…and….that might have been true of some of them.    We could imagine lots of reasons why we are obliged to thank God for one another, but we don’t have to.  The Scripture tells us.  
Brethren beloved by the Lord:  First of all…let me ask you this.  Are you thankful that God has loved you?  Are you confident that He continues to love you when you fail Him?
It is easy to forget that God Loves you.  We say it constantly, but do we know it and embrace it?  The Love of God toward you is what produces your Love for Him.  Here is how it disappears from your life in one of two ways: 
The church has developed a peculiar spiritual schizophrenia in our day.  She believes in salvation by faith, but then slips into trusting good works for her perfection.  One of two things happens next:  Those who actually believe their own hype [that they are no longer sinners now that they have believed]  become insufferably self-righteous and prideful.  
Those inclined to examine their own sinful hearts, are discouraged by their constant failures in the inner man.  Some stay away from church and fellowship, others remain….but without joy or hope in God.  
The Self-Righteous imagine that they are worthy of love….for they [in their own mind at least] have walked the walk and talked the talk.  The discouraged imagine themselves unworthy of love because they have failed miserably in the inner man.  At this point God’s Word gives us the real reason why we are beloved by the Lord  
Because God has chosen you:  Why does God say you owe Him gratitude for one another?  Because He has chosen to save us in Christ.  The self righteous are never thankful for others unless they are equally perfect and the discouraged are not thankful because they see no reason to be.  They are failures.  Here God gives the only valid reason.  God has loved you and set His affection on you for salvation apart from works. 
From the beginning for salvation: According to Ephesians, God chose us back before time began.  Time of course, needs the universe and its time keeping physics to exist.  If there were no sun to orbit there would be no years.  Your election is eternal in nature. 
Ephesians 1:4-5  He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. 

God does not love you or chose you based on your performance.  

Through sanctification by the Spirit:  Neither are we sanctified by how well we perform.   Let me explain.  Sanctification describes a “setting apart” for a specific purpose.  If you have china that you use only for special occasions, then you have an idea what this means.  Every believer has been sanctified already, in this sense.  You all belong to God for His unique purposes in your life.  The Holy Spirit accomplishes this. 
And faith in the truth: None of this happens without faith in the truth.  But faith in the truth does not happen apart from God loving you unconditionally, choosing you unconditionally and setting you apart for His purposes….unconditionally.  This is a blessed string of events.  “faith in the truth” means “trust in Christ”  who is the truth and the way….and the life. 
If you are a believer today, this is what has happened in your life.  God has loved you as a sinner, chosen you as a sinner and saved you as a sinner.  It is not in anyway dependent on your goodness and righteousness.  If you are a sinner who has never trusted Christ for Salvation, you may come now.  In fact, only sinners are welcome at the Cross.  

Mark 2:17  "It is not those who are healthy who need a physician, but those who are sick; I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners."

Bring no righteousness of your own.  It is not the legal tender of Christ’s Kingdom.  Instead come as Isaiah has always bid men to come. 

Isaiah 55:1-3  Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; And you who have no money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk Without money and without cost.  2 "Why do you spend money for what is not bread, And your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, And delight yourself in abundance.  3 "Incline your ear and come to Me. Listen, that you may live. 
All men are equal at the foot of the Cross.  All sinners, all broken, all without righteousness of any kind and saved by the sacrifice of our righteous Savior Jesus. 

The Eternal Outcome of our Election….glory [14]

2 Thessalonians 2:14  14 It was for this He called you through our gospel, that you may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
It was for this He called you through our gospel:  What is the outcome of your life?  If you don’t know for sure then you need to look intently at verse fourteen.  Does you life have a purpose and a fulfillment?  

God has issued a valid and specific invitation to all men.   It is the work of believer and preachers to make that call known to men.  With the Word of God and we preach Christ Crucified in the place of sinners.  The Preaching of the Gospel of Christ is the means God uses to save His elect.   Jesus Himself preached exactly this way. 

Matthew 11:27-30  27 "All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.  28 "Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  29 "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS.  30 "For My yoke is easy and My burden is light." 

Those Christ has called to eternal life are called by Gospel preaching.  And so I say still again this morning….if you have never come to trust Christ alone as the only hope of escaping the just punishment of your sin and obtaining eternal life….come now.  Come today.  “believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved!” 
That you may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ:  Not only are we saved from hell but we gain Christ Himself.  Turn in your Bibles to Ephesians One.  Let me read and comment briefly for you: 
Ephesians 1:3-16  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,  4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will…..  7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace…..  11 also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will……  13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,  14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.  

Glory does not mean that you will be God.  That was the lie Satan told to Eve in the Garden.  It means that God and not you, is responsible for the end result of your life.  He began the work and He will finish it.  In the end, your Glory will be Christ’s and not your own because He is the one doing it and it cannot be thwarted by Satan or even us. 

Philippians 1:6  6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.

God has loved us, chosen us, called us, redeemed us and sanctified us to be Christlike.  Christlikeness includes the glory of intimacy with God.  The joy of being loved by God as a child and a bride.  It includes assurance of our standing with God that is based on His Love for us and not on our performance for Him.  
Romans 8:15-17   15 For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, "Abba! Father!"  16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God,  17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.

John 17:22-24  .  22 "The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one;  23 I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me.  24 "Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.
The Temporal Opposition to our Election….[15]

2 Thessalonians 2:15   15 So then, brethren, stand firm and hold to the traditions which you were taught, whether by word of mouth or by letter from us.
So then, brethren, stand firm:  No matter how the world pushes against you, the outcome will be glorious union with Christ.  The hardships of this life are temporary and the opposition to Christ’s elect is momentary, but the blessings of Christ are Eternal and spectacular.  
Hold to the traditions which you were taught, whether by word of mouth or by letter from us:  The oral  teachings of the apostles, when written became The Word of The Living God.  When it could not be refuted it was banned.  It has power to transform lives and to strengthen hearts.  It discerns your thoughts and motives.  You will never stand firm without the Bible.
Hebrews 4:12-13   12 For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.
It should not surprise us then that the Word of God is under continual assault.  Today it is believed that because there is no objective truth we should not preach the objective Word.  But, Christ is revealed and exalted in and through The Scripture.   Apart from the Word,  the believing church will lose her love for Christ.
2 Corinthians 11:2-3   2 For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, so that to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin.  3 But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.

Revelation 2:4-5   4 'But I have this against you, that you have left your first love.  5 'Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place-- unless you repent.
If Christ is not central to our hearts then the elementary principles of this world will be. They are righteousness gained by works.  The world has always believed that what you do will make you good.  Unbelievers embrace only works righteousness and sadly so does much of the church.  

Colossians 2:20-23  20 If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as,  21 "Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!"  22 (which all refer to things destined to perish with use)-- in accordance with the commandments and teachings of men?  23 These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence.
The solution for us in this world is to hear,  know and trust the great truths of Christ in the Scripture.  Christ must be exalted to us by the Holy Spirit through the Word of God. 
1 Corinthians 1:23   23 but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness,
1 Corinthians 1:17-18  17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not in cleverness of speech, so that the cross of Christ would not be made void.  18 For the word of the cross [Christ Alone] is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

The Surpassing Comfort of our Election [16-17]

2 Thessalonians 2:16-17   16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who has loved us and given us eternal comfort and good hope by grace,  17 comfort and strengthen your hearts in every good work and word.
The world is hostile to us because it knows we are alien.  The better you hide the fact of your true identity the more welcome you will be in  a foreign country. This is what is behind a good deal of our fear of witnessing.  We don’t   

Illustration:  As a young missionary in Italy I recall sitting in a café with an Italian man and watching someone walking through the city square in a pouring rain.  My Italian friend said to me, “see….there is an American right there!  “How can you possibly tell that,”  I said.  “Well, he is walking through a downpour with no hat, no umbrella, no gloves and with his hands in his pockets.  No Italian would ever do that.”  I went out that very afternoon to buy a hat, gloves and umbrella.  I wanted to fit in.   Unfortunately, I could not purchase fluency in the language and continued to be known as a foreigner as soon as I opened my mouth to speak. 
Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who has loved us: This love was revealed to you at the Cross.  If we are going to love Christ deeply, we must dwell near the cross.  Jesus loved you at your worst…not your best.  He loved you while you were a sinner and an enemy. He loved you while knowing every sin you would ever commit and every personal failure you would ever have.  They were all future to Christ when He set His love on you. 
Given us eternal comfort:  “Eternal” emphasizes the source and not the duration of our comfort.  Things eternal come from God who alone is eternal.  Jesus made this provision for His Bride until He comes to take her home. We know because He told us.  

John 14:16-18  6 "I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever;  17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.  18 "I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.

Comfort and strengthen your hearts:  Christlikeness begins in a transformed heart that is in love with Jesus Christ.  Paul  expected God to answer this prayer for His chosen, called, washed, adorned and beautiful bride because it is with the heart that we love Him. 
In every good work and word:   Good work and good words flow from a Christlike heart. If you need comfort from God and strength…..then you now know what your fellow brothers and sisters need as well.  We are obligated to pray for one another this way.  We need love for Christ so that we may express the Love of Christ in His Church.  By this will all men know that we are His disciples. 
CONCLUSION:  The Scripture has shown us four vital truths about our Salvation. 
He has loved you in your sin and brokenness.  I know….it is a miracle.  The one who knows every secret sin and failure should love you?  The one who was and is aware of the sins that you will commit between now and the end of your earthly life….LOVES YOU?  But…Yes, yes, yes!  Why?  We do not know.  He has chosen you to be His. 
He has destined you to glory.  He has taken a ruined, filthy slave to sin, and bought you, washed you, clothed you, adopted you, fed you at His table and written you into His will.  How and why should leave you kneeling at the Cross in awe and worship.  We do not pretend to fully know.  We only know it is so.  

Romans 8:29-32  29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren;  30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.  31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?  32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? 

He has sustained us in this life so far and will until the very end:  Opposition to Christ means opposition to His children and His bride.  It should not be a surprise to you.  God is calling you to go often to the Word of God.  Be in the Word and be under the Word.  Read and listen.  Hear and obey.  He will strengthen you in the inner man from Scripture. 
He has comforted you with His presence and will continue to do so:  We pray for you by name.  I need your help this morning to do this.   I need to be prayed for.  Don’t you?   It is the glue that binds our hearts first in dependence upon God and then to one another in love.  We, at CBC are family.   The following verse will help you know how to pray for one another and for me.  It is how I pray for you…. that you will love the Lord your God with all our heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and, with all your strength.
Ephesians 3:14-21  14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father,  15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name,  16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man,  17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love,  18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth,  19 and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.  20 Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us,  21 to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen.
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