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Introduction:  Ask any young fiancé when her groom is returning from a trip and she will tell you the day and the hour.  Why?  Because she has longed for him.  She is counting the days until his return.  If you ask her when they will be married, she will, likewise, tell you the day and the hour.  Marriage is a singular event in the lives of humans.  Nothing you ever do will impact your life more profoundly. 
However, if you could ask these same questions to a young fiancé in the day of Christ, the answer would have gone something like this:  “As soon as he has prepared our place to live, he will come for me.”  

Marriage, in New Testament times was settled with a covenant long before it was consummated.  There was no such thing as a precise wedding date.  

· The Groom would leave his father’s home and go to the bride’s home to pay a price for her.  They would drink from a cup together to confirm the covenant.
· The Groom would then return to his father’s home to prepare a place for the bride.

· After some time he would return without warning, usually in the middle of the night and would shout or blow a trumpet in order to wake the bride and take her to the wedding. 
· When she arrived at the Father’s home the celebration would begin and last for 7 days.  The bride would remain after that first night with the groom until the end of the feast. Then she is brought forth in her splendor….unveiled….for all to behold.  
The Thessalonian church, like every faithful church down through the centuries had a longing for her Savior.  They had been taught that Christ would come for them!  They had believed!  They had prepared themselves! 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18  16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.  18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.

But something had gone wrong.  They are being told that Christ is not coming as expected.  The horrific end time judgment has already begun and they were “Left Behind.”  

2 Thessalonians 2:1-5  Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him,  2 that you not be quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or a message or a letter as if from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come.  3 Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction,  4 who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God.  5 Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I was telling you these things?
We also hear that our “gathering together with him” is a fiction.  Sometimes it is outright, as in the case of those who say that there are no prophecies left unfulfilled in the Bible, but more commonly it is the view that the Bible is not to be taken literally when it speaks of end times and Christ’s return.  The knowledge of three things will protect your hearts. 
· God’s Word trumps man’s Word. [1-2]
· God’s Word is the final Word  [3-4]

· God’s Word should be learned and remembered [5]

God’s Word trumps man’s Word. [1-2]

2 Thessalonians 2:1-2  Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him,  2 that you not be quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or a message or a letter as if from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come.

Now we request you, brethren: This is actually an urging.  “Brothers and sisters, I urge you to listen to the explanations that I am about to give to you.  They are very important.”    
With regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him: The topic at hand is NOT the coming of the Lord to rule and reign.  It is Christ’s coming to “gather us to himself.”  This is a church truth and was previously unknown, even to Old Testament believers.  A mystery in the Bible is a truth previously unrevealed and NOT something you cannot understand. 
1 Corinthians 15:51-52  51 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed,  52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.  

Old Testament believers knew of Messiah’s coming in power to conquer and reign, but not about His coming to gather His church to Himself. These are NOT the same. 

Zechariah 14:1-9  Behold, a day is coming for the LORD when the spoil taken from you will be divided among you.  2 For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city will be captured, the houses plundered, the women ravished and half of the city exiled, but the rest of the people will not be cut off from the city.  3 Then the LORD will go forth and fight against those nations, as when He fights on a day of battle….. 6 In that day there will be no light; ….. 9 And the LORD will be king over all the earth; in that day the LORD will be the only one, and His name the only one.

That you not be quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed: The word “shaken” means to have your sense of security shattered.  “Disturbed” describes someone crying out in fear.  It is an urgent fear not just anxiety.  The ESV translates it “alarmed.”
By a spirit or a message or a letter as if from us:  There were three ways they were being troubled by false doctrine.  

· By a spirit.  This might seem to be a demon, but is probably someone giving a message that they say is from the spirit.  Calvin says 
“By the term spirit he means pretended prophecies, and it appears that this mode of speaking was common among the pious, so that they applied the term spirit to prophesyings, with the view of putting honor upon them. For, in order that prophecies may have due authority, we must look to the Spirit of God rather than to men.”
· By a message.  Literally a spoken word.   Someone was saying that they had heard Paul state that they had missed the rapture and they were in the tribulation.  
· By a letter.  Someone was producing forged letters saying that the “gathering” was passed and the “day of the Lord” was upon them.  

These same deceptions are in play today in the church.  There are those claiming to receive authoritative revelation from the Spirit and there are those who tell us that Paul did not mean what he said or wrote. Here then is the substance of the deception. 
To the effect that the day of the Lord has come:  What does the Scripture mean when it uses the phrase “The Day of The Lord?”
Isaiah 13:6-7  6 Wail, for the day of the LORD is near! It will come as destruction from the Almighty.  7 Therefore all hands will fall limp, And every man's heart will melt.

Ezekiel 30:2-3  2 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "Wail, 'Alas for the day!'  3 "For the day is near, Even the day of the LORD is near; It will be a day of clouds, A time of doom for the nations.

Joel 1:15   15 For the day of the LORD is near, And it will come as destruction from the Almighty.

Joel 2:11  The day of the LORD is indeed great and very awesome, And who can endure it?

Amos 5:18-20  18 Alas, you who are longing for the day of the LORD, For what purpose will the day of the LORD be to you? It will be darkness and not light;  19 As when a man flees from a lion And a bear meets him, Or goes home, leans his hand against the wall And a snake bites him.  20 Will not the day of the LORD be darkness instead of light, Even gloom with no brightness in it?

2 Peter 3:10   10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.

The “Day of the Lord” is not the “Lord’s Appearing to Gather us to Himself.” [The Rapture] The Day of the Lord is Wrath and Judgment. [The Tribulation]  Our Gathering is cause for comfort and encouragement.  Our gathering brings peace and joy. The day of the Lord brings shaken minds and terror.  
The Thessalonians clearly believed that the rapture would precede the Day of The Lord so when they were told that The Day of The Lord was already here they were distressed. Do we know where they got their original theology about Christ’s return?  From Paul when he was there and from the first letter he wrote to them.  Turn there with me: 
1 Thessalonians 4:16-18  16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.  18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.

These verses describe “the gathering to Christ.”  Jesus does not return to earth to judge.  He comes in the air where we meet Him. The church is to take comfort in that thought and tell it repeatedly to one another.  When will this happen….Paul explains:
1 Thessalonians 5:1-3 Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren, you have no need of anything to be written to you.  2 For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night.  3 While they are saying, "Peace and safety!" then destruction will come upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, and they will not escape.

You yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night:   There can be NO date setting for either event.  The day of the Lord comes after the gathering, but God is not giving any hint as to when either will occur.  All claims to know the time are false!    Predicting Christ’s return is a recurring theme of false teachers since the time of Thessalonians. 
Destruction will come upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, and they will not escape:  Once begun, God’s wrath will not be stoppable or reversible.  It will play out to the end, just like labor ends in birth. BUT…this is the day of destruction and darkness that Paul is telling about….not the gathering to Christ. 
1 Thessalonians 5:4-8 4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day would overtake [seized or taken hold of] you like a thief;  5 for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness;  6 so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and sober.  7 For those who sleep do their sleeping at night, and those who get drunk get drunk at night.  8 But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation.  

“The Day of The Lord” is a day of darkness, destruction and danger….BUT the church is not of the darkness.  Christ’s Elect are sons and daughters of the light. The world is always surprised by judgment, but you shouldn’t be.  The world lives in complete ignorance of the light of the world [Christ] and they scoff at the idea of judgment.     
1 Thessalonians 5:9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
The meaning of the word “destined” is crucial.  It describes a fixed outcome. It is God’s purpose.  It is your destiny! Here are some other verses that use the word “destined”  in Greek.
Acts 1:7 He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority;
Acts 20:28 "Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.

1 Corinthians 12:28 And God has appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues.

The church is not appointed to wrath, but to salvation.  Some will say this is Hell verses Heaven, but this is a discussion of The Rapture and The Tribulation and who participates in them. 
God’s Word is the final Word  [3-4]

2 Thessalonians 2:3-4  3 Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction,  4 who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God.

Let no one in any way deceive you:  How do we keep from being deceived?  By knowledge and obedience to the Word of God.  Paul gave them revelation from God.  Others came in and said, “Don’t be so naïve as to take Paul literally.  We can tell you what he really means.”  Some said they had spoken to Paul for clarification.  Some claimed to have fuller revelation through the spirit.  What they did not do….and what God calls you to do….is to know, believe and submit to the Word of the Living God. 
For it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction:  The phrase “it will not come” is NOT referring to The Rapture, but the Tribulation.  There are times, depending on where you are that life can look like the final day of judgment.  The Tsunami of 2004 for instance might have seemed like the final judgment if you were in its path.  Because the Thessalonians were a church under fire Satan moved in with the lies and deceptions. 

Paul tells them that they are not in the tribulation.  They are to remain calm.  Everything learned  from God about these events, is still in play.  He sets about to prove his point by proving that they could not possibly be in The Day of The Lord.  And….if we are not in The Day of The Lord, then the Gathering has not taken place. 
Apostasy comes first:  Apostasy is a word that means “forsaking” or “rebellion.”  How bad does man have to rebel before it is considered “The Rebellion?”  I have no idea.  If Nero and his butchery or Hitler, Stalin and Pol Pot were not bad enough, it must be something we have never seen. Jesus said that God’s response to it will be unlike anything ever seen by men.   Think about this….Most religions have already forsaken Jesus Christ.  Countless thousands of so-called Christian churches do not even believe He is God the Son.  But it will get worse in The Day of The Lord. 
The man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction:  This is the beast. He is empowered by Satan.  He appears to have power that only a god would have.  He ultimately destroys everything in his reach.  But his power, authority and even the duration of his rebellion are given to him by God. 

Revelation 13:2-5  2 And the beast which I saw was like a leopard, and his feet were like those of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. And the dragon gave him his power and his throne and great authority.  3 I saw one of his heads as if it had been slain, and his fatal wound was healed. And the whole earth was amazed and followed after the beast;  4 they worshiped the dragon because he gave his authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, "Who is like the beast, and who is able to wage war with him?"  5 There was given to him a mouth speaking arrogant words and blasphemies, and authority to act for forty-two months was given to him.
He takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God:  We call him 

“Antichrist,”  not because he is against Christ, [which he certainly is] but because he tries to pass himself off as Christ.  “Anti,” means “in place of” in Greek. 

So let’s review:  Paul had taught the Thessalonians in person and in his first letter that Christ would appear in the air to gather His church. The dead in Christ will rise up to Him first and then the rest of us will follow to meet Him in the Air.  There is no need to discuss when, because nobody knows when. What we do know is that all this will happen and that the wicked scoff at the entire idea.
We also know that the entire relationship between Christ and His Church is patterned after the Jewish betrothal and marriage customs of Christ’s day.  Like the groom of that day…. 

· Jesus left His Father’s home to come and purchase His Bride by covenant
· Jesus returned to His Father’s home to prepare a place for His Bride

· He will come unexpectedly, but surely, to gather up His Bride and take her home

· He will cloister His Bride in heaven for 7 years of celebration before revealing her to the world at His coming in power to conquer, rule and reign.   

CONCLUSION:  God’s Word must be learned and remembered [5]

2 Thessalonians 2:5   5 Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I was telling you these things?
· Have you stopped regularly remembering how Jesus chose to love you and purchase you as His bride?  If you forget you will be alarmed by this world and what it does.  You will be shaken by the cloud of evil that is looming.  
1 Corinthians 6:19-20  9 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?  20 For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body. 
· Have you stopped regularly remembering how he returned to the Father to prepare your place.  He is not coming as a judge for you, but as a bridegroom. 

John 14:1-3  "Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me.  2 "In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.  3 "If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.

Please do not say, “I get confused with this stuff” or “There are so many opinions….who can possibly know.”  You are smart people.  Today you have learned the difference between “being gathered to Christ” and “The Day of the Lord.”  This is not cryptic.     Commit to understanding what the Scripture actually says and not what men say it says.  Stay in the Word and under the Word.   In the final paragraph of the Bible the Spirit and the Bride are calling all men to come to Christ.  The Spirit empowered Church is calling out today as well.  She is expectantly awaiting His appearance to take her home….  
Revelation 22:17-21  17 The Spirit and the bride say, "Come." And let the one who hears say, "Come." And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life without cost.  18 I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues which are written in this book;  19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in this book.  20 He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming quickly." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.
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