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Introduction:  How much do we pray for one another?  Seriously…how many minutes do you spend in a week praying for one of your brothers or sisters in church?  This is an important question, because it will not much matter what we pray if we do not pray.  It is hard to pray.  It seems like we are going to war to pray.  Here are some of the reasons that we do not pray:

· We don’t feel like praying for one another. Maybe we are annoyed, but more often we have just failed to take the time to know one another well enough to care.
Matthew 5:44-45   44 "But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,  45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  
· We don’t really know what to pray and end up with a lot of platitudes.  

Matthew 6:7-8   7 "And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition as the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be heard for their many words.  8 "So do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him.

QUESTION:  This last verse really begs the question…”Why pray at all if your Father knows what you need before you ask Him?”  Is He just making us jump through hoops? Jesus answers this very question when He taught you HOW to pray. 
Matthew 6:9-13  9 "Pray, then, in this way: 'Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.  10 'Your kingdom come. Your will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  11 'Give us this day our daily bread.  12 'And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  13 'And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.'
Prayer affirms our total need for God. [Our Father] BUT, we do not feel that we need His presence most of the time.  He must be sought in prayer. 

Prayer affirms our need of God’s physical provision every moment. [Give us this day our daily bread] It is easy and common place to worry about finances, but rare to pray for what you need today. 
Prayer affirms our need of forgiveness every moment. [forgive us our debts] The wages of sin is death, but God has granted us life by grace. Apparently it is not true, as many believe, that we take a one time forgiveness pill and then move on with our lives.  Prayer should affirm our own sinful state every time we enter into it.  If it did we would forgive one another. 
Prayer affirms our need for spiritual protection every moment. [lead us not into temptation] Do you realize that Satan can destroy you in a moment, ruin a relationship we cherish or take away our peace and joy.  Prayer should make you realize how much you need protection.  

This prayer is in the plural.  You should not be praying just for yourself, but for one another.  God has not saved you to live alone, but together in His local church.  The instructions regarding one another make no sense apart from a local body.  It is someone you know that you are to love.  Someone you see that you are to encourage. Someone you are annoyed by that you are to forgive and someone you spend time with for whom you are to pray.  Here are our verses for this morning.  
2 Thessalonians 1:11-12   11 To this end also we pray for you always, that our God will count you worthy of your calling, and fulfill every desire for goodness and the work of faith with power,  12 so that the name of our Lord Jesus will be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

God is at work to Glorify Christ in the world. Here are two ways you should pray for God to exalt and glorify Christ among here at CBC: 

· By Our trials  [11]

· By Our Dependence[11b]

By Calling His Elect to Exalt Christ by their trials  [11]

2 Thessalonians 1:11 To this end also we pray for you always, that our God will count you worthy of your calling…

To this end also we pray for you always:  Why does Paul pray here?  It is for a specific outcome to what is going on in the life of these Christians.  It is pertinent to you because things have not really changed that much.  God had saved them with Grace and begun to grow their love for Him and for one another in the midst of trials and opposition.  Paul, moved by God prays for the desired outcome of our lives.  We should pray this way too. 
That our God will count you worthy of your calling:  These believers were under hardships in their communities and from their neighbors.  Our first instinct would be for them to be delivered from those trials, but that would be wrong.  God calls for a different kind of prayer because God is at WORK in our lives.  Our sicknesses and financial setbacks are not twists of fate or the result of a bad economy.  God rules as the Sovereign King.  So we should pray for God to consider us worthy of His calling: 

What is your calling?  You may be saying to yourself that you do not have one…but you would be wrong.  We all have a calling from God. It came with your salvation and has ABSOLUTELY NOTHING TO DO WITH YOU OR YOUR ABILITIES. 

Romans 8:28   28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.  

Romans 9:25-26   25 As He says also in Hosea, "I WILL CALL THOSE WHO WERE NOT MY PEOPLE, 'MY PEOPLE,' AND HER WHO WAS NOT BELOVED, 'BELOVED.'"  26 "AND IT SHALL BE THAT IN THE PLACE WHERE IT WAS SAID TO THEM, 'YOU ARE NOT MY PEOPLE,' THERE THEY SHALL BE CALLED SONS OF THE LIVING GOD."
1 Corinthians 1:9   9 God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

1 Corinthians 7:15  God has called us to peace.

Galatians 5:13  13 For you were called to freedom, brethren;

1 Peter 2:9  9 But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;

The calling most likely in view here is your exaltation of Christ [and His of you] by your trials, setbacks, humiliations and hardships.  Christlike Believers are humanly frail and unwelcome in their community.  BUT we are Christ’s Elect; called out of darkness to follow Jesus who is the light of the world.  Peter clarifies that purpose: 
1 Peter 2:21   21 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps,

That our God will count you worthy:  This phrase has nothing to do with our performance.  It has to do with the trials God puts us in.  The hardships of this life are our calling along with all the other blessed things we have read about.  Paul is praying for believers to know and understand that God is showing you His favor and approval when you face hardship and NOT THE OTHER WAY AROUND.  He is counting you worthy.
Acts 5:40-41  after calling the apostles in, they flogged them and ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and then released them.  41 So they went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name.
Trials and difficulties are the normal Christian life.  AND…they have purpose and power.  God is always at work fulfilling His purposes in you.  You do not have to worry about your response because it is not about you and what you do.  God is getting glory for Christ by your circumstances.  This, like everything else in your life is by grace.  You didn’t order the trial or desire it.  You can do nothing to get out of it.  You are not strong enough alone to endure it, but God is counting you worthy of your calling.  Memorize this and meditate upon it and by all means….Start praying for one another daily.  
By Using His Elect to Exalt Christ by their Dependence[11b]

2 Thessalonians 1:11b …… and fulfill every desire for goodness and the work of faith with power,

Fulfill every desire for goodness:  There is glory to be gotten for Christ just by our trials.  You do not need to perform for Jesus to give Him Glory.  It is enough that you should flee to Him and rest in Him.  Much of the church has succumbed to works based religion.  Not works for salvation, but for everything else.  We have steps to everything. If you follow the steps you will have a perfect marriage.  If you give, you will always have enough money.  If you read your Bible and pray you will love Christ. If you are the perfect parent you will have the perfect child.  

These are all “Desires for Goodness.”  Goodness here means “uprightness of heart and life.” And they are valid desires but bogus means.  Christ’s church has been redeemed at the Cross, but left there to pursue her own good works.  This is a fatal snare.  We were saved by Grace….why do we walk in works?  Two verses address this.  The first is a question to the believers in Galatia. 

Galatians 3:3-5  3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?  4 Did you suffer so many things in vain-- if indeed it was in vain?  5 So then, does He who provides you with the Spirit and works miracles among you, do it by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?

The second is a strong admonition to the Colossian brothers and sisters to walk in the same way they have received Christ…In Grace! :

Colossians 2:6-7   Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him,  7 having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude.

And,  this is not an isolated thought in the Scripture.  

Ephesians 2:8-10   8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

Now what is the prayer that you should pray for me and one another?  That GOD would fulfill every desire for goodness.  It is not that YOU would do it.  I do not pray for YOU to be good.  I pray for you to know and embrace that Christ is good.  I do not pray for YOU to be righteous.  I pray for you to be made righteous by our blessed and gracious Jesus….by a work of faith in Christ alone. 

The work of faith with power:  A “Work of faith” seems almost to be a contradiction at first glance, but let’s look closer.  We are redeemed without works.  What we mean by that is simple enough.  God did not trade us salvation for anything we did.  In fact He declared our very best efforts to be filthy rags.  
Isaiah 64:6 For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.

But God puts in us a desire for Himself.  A strong longing for godliness.  

Jeremiah 31:33-34  "I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.  34 "They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them," declares the LORD, "for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more."

It is not that God’s people do not have a desire for goodness: but that they have a tendency to leave the source of it once they have been saved.  I pray that you will return to the foot of the cross for what you desire.  That you will receive God’s working in your life through all your circumstances to be what it is in fact… Him working to fulfill the very desire for godliness that He placed in you.  TRUST CHRIST to work in you.  
Philippians 2:12-13  12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling;  13 for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.  

The work of Faith means simply this:  Our work [the action we take] is to trust Christ to be shaping our lives in His image through our trials and joys.  He is doing that just as surely as He was working when He brought us to saving faith.  We do not leave off dependent trust  [faith] in Christ for our own efforts…ever.   
With power:  This is just a little kicker on the end.  Just in case you are saying, and you might be…”can God really change me?”  The answer is in these two words.  God works in you with power.  He has ability.  He is Able.  He is strong.  He is competent. He gets results.  

CONCLUSION:
2 Thessalonians 1:12 so that the name of our Lord Jesus will be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
That the name of our Lord Jesus will be glorified in you:  Have you ever wished that your life would glorify Christ?  Do you know that it already does, but is intended to do so more and more.  Your salvation started the process and we all agree that we had nothing what so ever to do with that ….right?
Ephesians 1:11-14  we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will,  12 to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ would be to the praise of His glory.  13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,  14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.

God now continues this process that He ALONE has begun.  If Christ is exalted in our salvation and exalted in our transformed lives who should take the bow?  

Philippians 1:6   6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.

QUESTION: Are you part of this creation?  Yes you are.  And that creation is groaning…. and it is subject to futility or hopelessness.  We are purchased, but not yet delivered fully to our owner. This is why we groan still.  It is why we will never be able to live for God the way we desire…a desire that He Himself put in us.  Why did He do this?  WHY INDEED?  So that we would live at the foot of the Cross.  Paul explains this in Romans Eight: 
Romans 8:20-23   20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope  21 that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  22 For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.  23 And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.

We are redeemed by grace.  We are given the first fruits of the Spirit in ourselves and yet we groan.  Satan tells us that God is displeased with us, but the opposite is true.  Christ has loved you in your sin. He has saved you as a wretched and rebellious enemy.  He has given you the Spirit and the desire for God, but still we groan.  What is our hope then in this life?

Romans 8:24-28  24 For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for who hopes for what he already sees? [godliness] 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it.  26 In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; [we are still fallen] for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; [God is working to complete His Work of grace] 27 and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. [The Holy Spirit is praying for you]  28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. [This is why we can say something like this.  God is at work in our lives even when we fail]
Our Lord Jesus will be glorified in you, and you in Him according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.:   Our hope is Grace. It is the same God who both saves us and cares for us in our still fallen condition.  He knew ALL your sin from the cradle to the grave before He redeemed you.  Our lives glorify Christ from the day He saved us.  Do you need love or patience?  Are you fearful or angry?  Go back in dependence to Christ.  
Yes, you are still fallen! Do you think God doesn’t know that?  Yes, you are groaning with your lack of success.  Do you think God expected something different?  God glorifies Christ through our dependent trust in Him. BUT THEN a most remarkable thing happens.  It is His intention to ultimately make you glorious through His Holy and Righteous life. 
Romans 8:29-31   29 For those whom He foreknew, [explain] He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; [that is your destiny] 30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified. [In His presence…cf. I John 3:1-3] 
We do not give Glory to God so much as He gets Glory for Himself through our lives.  Everything is designed to that end.  Your salvation, in which you had no part,  and even your sanctification, for which God takes all the credit as well.  
Is there something for us to do?  Yes.  It is called “The Work of Faith.”  It calls us again and again to the feet of our Savior.  It brings us into His presence to worship and to seek His transforming grace.  It is a life of sheer dependence.  Dependence is the soil in which humility and righteous desires grow.  May God grant it to us today.  
Romans 8:31-39   31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?  32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?  33 Who will bring a charge against God's elect? God is the one who justifies;  34 who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.  35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  36 Just as it is written, "FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG; WE WERE CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED."  37 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.  38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,  39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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