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Introduction:  Have you ever wondered why the wicked seem to prevail over the righteous so often?  Why do the atheists seem to win most of the court cases to take down the ten commandments, the manger scene or even a Christmas Tree?  Why doesn’t God step in and bring some justice in this world?  Do the wicked always prevail?  Will government officials always get away with crimes that would put the rest of us away for decades?  The killing of babes is legal while the execution of murderers is not.  It is a crime to give out the Bible, but not birth control or a needle for drugs.  The world is fully dug in against all things pertaining to God….and…..they seem to prevail.  We are not the only generation whose souls were vexed by this.  David, also,  experienced such grief.  
Psalm 73:3-12   3 For I was envious of the arrogant As I saw the prosperity of the wicked.  4 For there are no pains in their death, And their body is fat.  5 They are not in trouble as other men, Nor are they plagued like mankind.  6 Therefore pride is their necklace; The garment of violence covers them.  7 Their eye bulges from fatness; The imaginations of their heart run riot.  8 They mock and wickedly speak of oppression; They speak from on high.  9 They have set their mouth against the heavens, And their tongue parades through the earth.  10 Therefore his people return to this place, And waters of abundance are drunk by them.  11 They say, "How does God know? And is there knowledge with the Most High?"  12 Behold, these are the wicked; And always at ease, they have increased in wealth.
Even Jesus did not prevail when He came to earth.  His enemies prevailed.  He was rejected and hated for who He was.  In the end, He died alone and forsaken, even by His own Father.  Such things can vex the soul until we see them as God does.  
Psalm 73:16-20   16 When I pondered to understand this, It was troublesome in my sight  17 Until I came into the sanctuary of God; Then I perceived their end.  18 Surely You set them in slippery places; You cast them down to destruction.  19 How they are destroyed in a moment! They are utterly swept away by sudden terrors!  20 Like a dream when one awakes, O Lord, when aroused, You will despise their form.
The work of the Gospel is not the work of men, but of God.  It serves His purposes for evil men to prevail over righteousness.  But, how does it serve God’s purpose?  In three ways, at least: 

· It demonstrates that the planting and sustaining of Christ’s Church is His doing and not that of men.  Such universal opposition would certainly kill a mere human endeavor, but not the church.  Glory for the life of His Church,  must go to Christ and not to men. 

Matthew 16:18  I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it. 

· Secondly;  It demonstrates the presence and power of God in, and toward His own people.  Christ is supremely worthy to be served and equally able to strengthen His elect in the inner man. 

2 Corinthians 4:7-10   But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves;  8 we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing;  9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed;  10 always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body.

· Thirdly; It renders the wicked even more guilty than they might otherwise be.  The willingness of God to allow the wicked to sin, makes them bolder in their rebellion.   Always be glad when God disciplines you for your sin.  He is kind and not willing for you to pile up your sins to the heavens.  

1 Thessalonians 2:14-16  you also endured the same sufferings at the hands of your own countrymen, even as they did from the Jews,  15 who both killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out. They are not pleasing to God, but hostile to all men,  16 hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved; with the result that they always fill up the measure of their sins. But wrath has come upon them to the utmost.   

It is this third reason that we will consider in our text today.  Do the enemies of the Church, who are the enemies of Christ,  really get away with all this evil?  Paul, Silas and Timothy had less than a month to plant in Thessalonica.  I fact, they didn’t really get a chance to plant anything.  More like scattering some seed and then fleeing for their lives.  But, God took that scattered seed and planted it in good soil. It was entirely the work of God with the help of a little preaching and rioting.  
Our trio of missionaries were less than 4 weeks in this town, but God did such a work that their faith and love were bragged about by Paul.  But,  they were under fire.  The riots of Acts 17 showed how the city felt about the gospel message.  Paul’s hosts had been thrown into jail and had to post bail to get out.  If the preaching of Paul, Silas and Timothy was opposed just imagine the opposition this tender band of untaught believers was receiving every day.  And we think we have opposition! 
2 Thessalonians 1:6-10   For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you,  7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire,  8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  9 These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,  10 when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have believed-- for our testimony to you was believed.
Paul writes to instruct the church to keep its eye on the prize.  The Prize is the treasure and the treasure is Christ.  Listen to how he described it to the Corinthians.  

2 Corinthians 4:5-7  5 For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake.  6 For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.  7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves;

The world seems to always win.  If your eye is on it you will falter.  If you trust in the finances or politics of this evil world you will despair.  God is calling you today to forsake all hope in the fallen and wicked institutions of the world and hope in Christ instead.  The Bible does this by giving two absolute assurances.  

· The Certainty of Christ’s Literal Return

· The Certainty of Christ’s Legitimate Revenge
The Certainty of Christ’s Literal Return

2 Thessalonians 1:6-7   6 For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you,  7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire,
It is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you:  We are not accustomed to thinking of revenge as just anymore.  We routinely see child molesters, rapists and murders treated with kid gloves.  We see government officials given a pass on tax evasion, perjury or stealing.  We are lectured not to seek punishment.  How many times have you heard that “Capitol Punishment is no deterrent?”   But God repays, which means He dishes out the equivalent to the wicked.  Have you ever said, “they ought to take that person out and…”  Well, that is exactly what God will do.  

Not only will He repay, but it will be just.  The word “just” means “the way it ought to be.”  “in accordance with divine and human laws.”  This is God’s just work and is never, ever to be  yours.  You will not do it justly.

Romans 12:19  19 Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY," says the Lord.

To give relief to you who are afflicted:  This is the opposite response now.  God afflicts the afflicters, but will give relief to the afflicted.  It is a promise without an expiration date.  God does not promise us victory over the wicked in this world.  In fact, as I showed you in the introduction, God has His righteous purposes for allowing the wicked to prevail.  

Proverbs 16:4-5   4 The LORD has made everything for its own purpose, Even the wicked for the day of evil.  5 Everyone who is proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD; Assuredly, he will not be unpunished.

The promise does have a definitive future date nevertheless.  

When the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire:  Have you ever taken God’s Word for something important to you?  Do you believe Him when He says that Christ our Righteous Savior, became sin for us….taking our sins and giving us His own righteousness?  Do you take God’s Word for that?  Of course, or you would not be saved.  
In a world gone mad, it is necessary for us to take God’s Word for this.  God is not powerless to stop the wicked.  He uses them for His own purposes.  He is not unjust when they appear to get away with everything.  He is allowing them to heap up their own sins for the day of justice.  He will give us full relief from all wickedness when He returns to earth.  I am willing to take His Word for that.  Are you?  

Revealed is the word we get apocalypse from.  How fitting.  The Revelation of Jesus Christ in His Glory.  Paul knows that Christ is coming to retrieve His Church from the world.  

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18  6 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.  18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.

This will be our rescue and we will certainly be out of Satan’s reach then for sure, but that is still not a settling of accounts.   That comes later in time.  God describes it clearly in these next verses. 
The Certainty of Christ’s Legitimate Revenge
2 Thessalonians 1:8-9  8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  9 These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,  
Dealing out retribution to those who do not know God:  This is the vengeance that God refers to in Romans 12.  God grants a common grace to all men today.  If you have never trusted Christ Alone as your Savior, you have still experienced His Grace.  The wages of sin is death and yet as an unbeliever you continue to live.  The retribution is yet future.  
This is why we preach the Gospel.  The Gospel is Jesus Christ.  He is the only way to know God.  Have you ever heard anyone say that all religions lead to God?   Or, “I embrace all religions, even Christianity.”  Well, let me say that Jesus Christ cannot and will not be embraced except as the only God and the only way to salvation.  His glory and His person is at stake.  He will not take His place among the pantheon of the gods of this world.  
Psalm 89:6-17   6 For who in the skies is comparable to the LORD? Who among the sons of the mighty is like the LORD,  7 A God greatly feared in the council of the holy ones, And awesome above all those who are around Him?  8 O LORD God of hosts, who is like You, O mighty LORD? Your faithfulness also surrounds You.  9 You rule the swelling of the sea; When its waves rise, You still them.  10 You Yourself crushed Rahab like one who is slain; You scattered Your enemies with Your mighty arm.  11 The heavens are Yours, the earth also is Yours; The world and all it contains, You have founded them.  12 The north and the south, You have created them; Tabor and Hermon shout for joy at Your name.  13 You have a strong arm; Your hand is mighty, Your right hand is exalted.  14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; Lovingkindness and truth go before You.  15 How blessed are the people who know the joyful sound! O LORD, they walk in the light of Your countenance.  16 In Your name they rejoice all the day, And by Your righteousness they are exalted.  17 For You are the glory of their strength,

Does this sound like a God who can sit passively on a shelf with Baal, Buddha or any other manmade god?  Men must know the Living God or they will perish.   

And to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus: Obedience to the Gospel involves two things.  The recognition of our helpless and hopeless guilt before a righteous God and full faith or trust in Only Jesus Christ to deliver us. 
ESV 2 Corinthians 5:21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Acts 4:11-12   11 "He is the STONE WHICH WAS REJECTED by you, THE BUILDERS, but WHICH BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER stone.  12 "And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved."
These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power:  There will be no further debate on this issue in the final day.  Even now, should you die rejecting Christ you will perish.  

Hebrews 9:27-28   27 And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment,  28 so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him.

Why?  Because our sin is an infinite offense to God which is only trumped by our rejection of His infinitely blessed Son.  God gave His own undeserving Son to die for us who fully deserve it and we have considered that nothing and decided to rely on our own righteousness instead.  
Hebrews 10:26-31  6 For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,  27 but a terrifying expectation of judgment and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES.  28 Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.  29 How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace?  30 For we know Him who said, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY." And again, "THE LORD WILL JUDGE HIS PEOPLE."  31 It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

CONCLUSION

2 Thessalonians 1:10   10 when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have believed-- for our testimony to you was believed.
When He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day:  This is the definitive glory.  Christ in all His Splendor.  He will not be only beautiful in that day….he will be marvelous.  Men will marvel. 
To be marveled at among all who have believed:  Remember our explanation of the Gospel.  To trust Christ alone.  To believe in Christ alone.  In that day those who trust will marvel.  The rest will cry out in their terror.  All men either marvel at Him or the malign Him.  There is no third option.  
Revelation 6:14-17  14 The sky was split apart like a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and island were moved out of their places.  15 Then the kings of the earth and the great men and the commanders and the rich and the strong and every slave and free man hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains;  16 and they said to the mountains and to the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb;  17 for the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?"

Answer this Questions:  The world seems so unaccountable to God.  Men do whatever they please and prosper in the doing of it.  Some times they take out their hatred of Christ on the believing church, but mostly they just defy God and His righteous decrees.  They also scoff at God’s Son.  Were many of them in Jerusalem 2 millennium ago they would have been the ones striking Him and spitting upon him and saying “hail, King of the Jews.” 

What are believers to make of this?  Is God asleep?  Is there no justice?   We are to know from this Scripture that God uses the wicked for His own purposes.  There is no sin that will not be accounted for and no wickedness that will not receive a just retribution.   Only we must take God’s Word for it.  It is a future reality.  He even tells us when, in the scheme of things, it takes place.  

Ask for a verdict:  What should be your response then?  Patience and prayer.  God sustains His children in trials.  He builds His church in a world that mocks it and opposes it.  He sustains our hearts in a world opposed to the message of the Cross.  DO NOT TRUST in this world or anything in it.  DO NOT BE dismayed by this world or anything in it.  God is right on schedule and will sustain you and His church until He returns in power with all His holy saints. 
Revelation 19:11-16   11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war.  12 His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself.  13 He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God.  14 And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses.  15 From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty.  16 And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, "KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS."
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