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Introduction:

The Church is its people.  This has always been true and always will be.  When Jesus said,  “ I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” [Matthew 16:18]  He was using a Jewish euphemism for death.  It cannot be conquered by death.  There are some powerful implications in this oft quoted verse.  

· Jesus alone is the master builder of the church.  We only assist with the gifts and empowering He grants us. 
· The Church belongs to Jesus, but Jesus clearly said, "My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world." [John 18:36] The church exists in this world but is not of this world. 
· The Church is a living body and not an institution.  The phrase “death shall not prevail against it” is nonsense if applied to an institution.  Institutions are not alive and they cannot die.  Jesus was speaking of His chosen elect.
It is fashionable in our day to list the failings of the institutional church.   Because those criticisms are often valid, it is easy to react to the church’s obvious institutional failings.   Care needs to be taken, not to deny or denigrate what the institutional church has often abused. This would include how Christ has ordered His church.   Order does is not unique to dead institutional organizations.  
Living bodies, have order too.  All living things have order!!  The Church that belongs to Jesus, is built by Jesus and is eternally alive because of Jesus and has the resurrected Jesus as its living head,  is no exception.  
1 Corinthians 12:12  12 For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ.
1 Corinthians 12:24-27  But God has so composed the body, giving more abundant honor to that member which lacked,  25 so that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another.  26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.  27 Now you are Christ's body, and individually members of it.
Much of God’s Word in the New Testament is devoted to teaching us how Christ has ordered His Own Body.  Like everything God does with men, it is not the outward that prevails, but the heart.  The ordering of the Church by Christ is really an ordering of the hearts of His people.  Supremely it directs our hearts toward Him in all that we believe, think and do.  But, our submission to Christ as our head is gloriously revealed to the world through our heart’s attitudes toward one another.  The heart drives the hands and never the other way around.  A transformed heart bleeds Christlike deeds.  Jesus is the life giving force and the heart transforming power in the lives of His People, His Church.  Here are some of the vital ways in which Christ has ordered His Church in the world. 
1 Thessalonians 5:12-15   12 But we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who diligently labor among you, and have charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction,  13 and that you esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Live in peace with one another.  14 We urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with everyone.  15 See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek after that which is good for one another and for all people.  

Our Scripture today gives instructions on how believers are to respond to four groups of people in the church.  You are to:  
· Appreciate Those Serving You [12-13a]
· Live in Peace with One Another  [13b]

· Care faithfully for the Struggling [14]
· Seek the Good of Evil People [15]

Appreciate Those Serving You [12-13a]
1 Thessalonians 5:12-13   12 But we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who diligently labor among you, and have charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction,  13 and that you esteem them very highly in love because of their work.

We request of you, brethren:  There is a discernable tone in this passage and Paul’s words are soft.  But….they are not casual.  The word “request” is used in a more urgent manner.  Like a pleading or imploring.  It is important.   It is not a command,  because it is not the kind of thing that can be commanded.  
That you appreciate those who diligently labor among you, and have charge over you in the Lord:  Appreciation comes from the heart and has no value if not freely given.  But, we all need to be reminded to attend to our hearts.   There are elders and deacons that think this is not written to them.  That is a grave error.   
Appreciate, is a word that literally means “to know,” “notice” or “be aware of.”   Even though this is about to be applied to leaders, it is nevertheless true of the entire body. 
Diligently labor among you:  God says that we should notice those who labor diligently.  The Greek word means “to the point of exhaustion.”   It is human nature to want to be noticed.  To want some recognition for our hard work.   We try to hide this tendency and even call it evil and proud.  Notice how Jesus handled this with His own disciples.  
Matthew 20:25-28  25 But Jesus called them to Himself and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority over them.  26 "It is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant,  27 and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave;  28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many."
Jesus does not tell us here that we should not want to be great, but instead he tells us how to be great.  In the same way, God actually tells believers in Thessalonica, to notice and appreciate all those who were serving them.  God actually pleads with His own church to pay attention to the ones who labor to the point of exhaustion to serve them.  
Did you know that you are supposed to be tired?  There is a peculiar notion that floats around in our society that we are always supposed to be well rested.  I once had a student transfer out of my class because she told her parents that she did not know any of the things I was teaching.  What if we only study what we have already learned?  What if we only try to do what we already know perfectly well how to do?  Another person once told me that she was proud to say that she already knew every single thing her pastor ever preached.   
If you desire to stay out of the public notice and not get any appreciation for what you do then you are actually missing the point rather than embracing it.  God has called us to serve one another even when we are tired and then….He has called the rest of His church to notice it and appreciate it. No one can serve in secret.  If you serve you will be noticed and you will be called great by your Lord in His Kingdom.  We are all to labor for one another and we are all to notice it.  WHY?  The answer is in Jesus’ instruction to His disciples.   
Matthew 20:28  just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many."

It reveals Christ’s service at the Cross and makes Him glorious and lovely in our eyes.  This, among many others is the purpose of the Church in its local, visible form.  Only locally can we work to the point of tiredness to serve one another.  

And have charge over you in the Lord:  God breaks out a particular group to speak of now. God has called Elders to have charge over us in the Lord and they are accountable to Him for what they do.   
Romans 12:8 or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, [has charge] with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.
They are also in more spiritual danger than anyone else in the church.  Let me explain: 
First:  Because, they are charged with caring for the lives of Christ’s Children.  God has told them how to treat His children while He is gone and assured us that He will be home soon.  If the ones in charge expose the children to danger, let them play in the street and do not give them healthy food and drink, they will be settling some serious accounts with Dad when he gets home.  To the Elders Paul and Peter wrote the following: 
Acts 20:28  28 "Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.

1 Peter 5:2-3  2 shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness;  3 nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock.

Second:  Because, they are called and appointed by God for this task.  A New Testament Elder is not someone that the church picks out of crowd and elects to run the place.  He is not the most prominent man in the congregation or community, but someone God Himself has called, equipped and placed in a position of care for His people. If you are an Elder, God is watching you like a hawk to see how you watch over and care for His people.   
And give you instruction:  Besides watching they will also instruct you.   I do not give instructions to someone else’s children.  But here is a case where God tells His Elders to do exactly that.  He also tells all of us, including us elders to receive it.  For this calling God commands honor.  Honor is God’s to give, but He instructs His church to do it.
1 Timothy 5:17 The elders who rule well are to be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching.

To those so honored He issues a dreadful warning. You should only be an Elder if God is calling you to care for His people and if you are willing to do it under His gaze. 
James 3:1  Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we will incur a stricter judgment.
Esteem them very highly in love because of their work.  It is easier to love some one who cares for you deeply and loves you dearly….isn’t it?   Therefore consider how important it is for any local church to recognize its own elders.  To desire those caring for them to do it well and to appreciate and even esteem them with love, because they are giving the love of Christ to us all in the body and working tirelessly.   It is never blind submission to someone who has assumed command.  It is voluntary esteem and love for someone our own Savior has called to care for our souls.  This should be our daily attitude toward those who watch over our souls.  
Hebrews 13:17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.
· Live in Peace with One Another  [13b]
1 Thessalonians 5:13  Live in peace with one another.
Few things in church are harder than this.  We suspect one another and even accuse one another of all manner of things.  We are so certain that we know what someone else is thinking and what is motivating their hearts…..even though God tells us continually that we cannot know.  When you persist in this, you become a fertile field for Satan to plant.  We become the “carte blanch” upon which the enemy of our souls and Christ’s church may write.  And write he will.  
2 Corinthians 2:10-11   10 But one whom you forgive anything, I forgive also; for indeed what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, I did it for your sakes in the presence of Christ,  11 so that no advantage would be taken of us by Satan, for we are not ignorant of his schemes.

To live in peace, we must learn to forgive.  This is how Satan constantly plots against Christ’s church.  We are so easily offended.  But, forgiveness comes when we renew our vision of how tragically we have offended God with our sin and rebellion.  With this realization, we would endure any offense at the hands of one other in order to have the joy of peace granted on this earth, in His Church and for His people’s blessing.
Ephesians 4:31-32   31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.  32 Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you. 
Is there some Christian that you just do not like, but cannot really remember what they ever did to you;  then you are bitter.  You can deny it if you want, but that is the very definition of bitterness.  It flavors our attitude toward them but there is nothing we can do 
Is there anyone that you have not forgiven for an offense?  Then you are “unforgiving.”  If you say, “but they need to apologize to me or change or admit that they wronged me before I will forgive them,”  then you are unforgiving.  It is within your power to forgive and so have peace with men.  Look to the Christ of the Cross.  There Jesus made peace with God on your behalf.  When we live in peace we exalt and proclaim Him as the God of Peace.    
1 Thessalonians 5:23   23 Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
2 Thessalonians 3:16  16 Now may the Lord of peace Himself continually grant you peace in every circumstance. The Lord be with you all!

Psalm 133:1   Behold, how good and how pleasant it is For brothers to dwell together in unity

· Care faithfully for the Struggling [14]
1 Thessalonians 5:14  4 We urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with everyone.

We urge you, brethren:  This is the tender entreaty of a friend.  But it is urgent non the less. 
Admonish the unruly:  The word admonish does not mean “read them the riot act.”  It means to remind them.  To tell them so that they hear you.  The unruly are those who are out of line.  This describes those who are clearly out of step with what God says, not those who are out of step with what you say.  It does not describe boys running in church or even in the parking lot.  It does describe people who live in adultery or fornication.  It applies to people who are drunkards. Paul considered some in Thessalonica to be unruly when he wrote them a second time.  
2 Thessalonians 3:11-13  11 For we hear that some among you are leading an undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting like busybodies.  12 Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to work in quiet fashion and eat their own bread.  13 But as for you, brethren, do not grow weary of doing good.

This is hard, but it can be done in love if we are aware of our own tenuous spiritual condition before the Lord.  Much prayer and confession should precede any such admonition.  

Galatians 6:1-3  Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.  2 Bear one another's burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ.  3 For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.

Encourage the fainthearted: You must do this “up close and personal.”   Encouragement is giving courage to someone else.  You must have it yourself of course, before you may give it.  But, many of us have been through trials.  We have seen God care for us and for others in distress.  We can and must testify that God is able because we have seen him care for us.  
The fainthearted are discouraged.  They cannot remember a single promise from God that would apply to them.  They will tell you they remember when you remind them, but they needed you to remind them.  This is no time to excoriate them.  They are discouraged. The fainthearted forget, that is exactly why they are fainthearted.   It is time to share with them some of the strength that God has given you.  
Help the weak:  Literally, “hold onto and don’t let go”  We are too quick to let go of someone who is weak.  We say things like,  “how many times is this person going to fail at the same thing?”  “I have helped them for the last time.”  “They need to get it together and then I might be willing to help them again.”   BUT,  the weak are going to fail again and again.  If they are ever to escape it will be because we held on to them and would not let them go.  They will not “get it together” until God puts it together for them.  In the meantime God has tasked you with holding on to them.”  What a different church of Jesus Christ we would have if we were holding on to the weak.  
Be patient with everyone: This is almost a summary statement.  Everyone’s favorite question is, “how long do I have to put up with this?”   When we ask this we reveal that we have forgotten the cross.  At the Cross, God bought broken, ruined sinners.  There, He bought you at the price of Christ’s life and blood.  AND….how many times have you failed Him now?  How many times have you returned to the sin He died to deliver you from?   And no…this is not different.  Christ Jesus is glorified and revealed in His church when we act toward one another as He acted toward us.  Pray for yourselves and for one another:
Ephesians 3:17-21  that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love,  18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth,  19 and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.  20 Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us,  21 to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen.

· Seek the Good of Evil People [15]

1 Thessalonians 5:15  15 See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek after that which is good for one another and for all people. 

See that no one repays another with evil for evil:  Everything has been easier than this.  You are probably saying at this point, “I thought we were talking about people we encounter in the church?”  Well we are.  There are evil people in the church.   They get there because Satan puts them there.  Then, as the accuser and liar that he is, he accuses the church of being evil, hypocritical and unworthy of devotion because of the very things that he himself has planted in it.  
Matthew 13:36-43  36 Then He left the crowds and went into the house. And His disciples came to Him and said, "Explain to us the parable of the tares of the field."  37 And He said, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man,  38 and the field is the world; and as for the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom; and the tares are the sons of the evil one;  39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil, and the harvest is the end of the age; and the reapers are angels.  40 "So just as the tares are gathered up and burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of the age.  
When we “get even” we become evil.  There is no getting even for a believer.  God gets even.  We submit to His judgment and His vengeance.  If it does not come in a timely manner it will come at the end of time….but it will come.  It is not ours to do….we always do it poorly and make ourselves objects of His judgment in the process. 
Seek after that which is good for one another and for all people:  Some people will drive you nuts.  They are opposed to all the things we have spoken of today.  They resist the leadership that God had given them for their blessing.  They make themselves the final authority in all things.  They treat others with contempt, are unforgiving, unloving, unwilling to soil their hands with the fainthearted or weak and they proclaim loudly that they are Christians.  Two things here: 
Do not be a person like this:  Plead with God to reveal your own propensities to pride and self-righteousness.  Desire Christ to be seen in your life within the church.  
Do pray and seek the good of those who are like this:  Pray for them.  Do not try to drive them away.  Live Christ in front of them.  Instruct them if they will let you.  Forgive them over and over.  Never, ever try to get back at them for the rotten things they do or say.  Pray for them to repent and turn back to the Cross and be healed.  Some are not even saved.  Others have drifted from the Savior.  Seek the good of one another in the church and even everyone else.  
We are not called to hold up in the halls of holiness.  We alone have the answer to the deepest needs of our neighbors, family and community.  Seek the good of all people in every way God will give you.  
CONCLUSION

Romans 12:10-21  10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor;  11 not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;  12 rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer,  13 contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality.  14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.  15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.  16 Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, but associate with the lowly. Do not be wise in your own estimation.  17 Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all men.  18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men.  19 Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY," says the Lord.  20 "BUT IF YOUR ENEMY IS HUNGRY, FEED HIM, AND IF HE IS THIRSTY, GIVE HIM A DRINK; FOR IN SO DOING YOU WILL HEAP BURNING COALS ON HIS HEAD."  21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
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