The Will of God, Your Love and Hard Work
I Thessalonians 4:9-12
October 11, 2009
Pastor Paul O. Anthes

Introduction:

Perhaps you have noticed that we all have a curious reaction to being told to do something.   There is a series of thoughts that pass so quickly through our minds that we are hardly aware of them…..and then we react.  
Ill:  As a college student, I once spent the entire month increasing my speed at the register until I was easily the fastest checker in the store.  Our registers had counters on them so we could compare.  About the time that I was comfortable in my new found place of excellence, one of my managers came up to me and said, “Paul,  your work is OK but I am really disappointed by how slow you are compared to all the other checkers.  You really need to put some energy into your work and try to pull your weight around here.”    I know this will be hard to believe, but I actually had a reaction to those comments!
We are often like this.  We don’t like being told what to do.  And,  if we don’t get the credit we want,  we are very tempted to quit trying all together.  
Now let’s consider our relationship to God. It is possible for us to become discouraged to the point of despair by God’s commands, rebukes and desires.  As believers we are usually painfully aware of our shortcomings.  Today we want to understand that God does not instruct us because we are not doing anything right.   

God is transforming His people into the image of Christ through the exhortation of His Word.  God IS pleased with His children, but we are still children. His care for us continues after our birth.. 
Romans 5:8-11   8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.  10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.  
The Scripture is the power behind the desires of God.  So do not believe lies about His love for His Children.  The very fact that He commands us to hear His Word and Obey shows that He loves us deeply.  Satan tells us that God is a Father who can never be pleased, but do not believe it.   Listen to God’s intentions for you:  
1 Thessalonians 4:9-12   9 Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another;  10 for indeed you do practice it toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia. But we urge you, brethren, to excel still more,  11 and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life and attend to your own business and work with your hands, just as we commanded you,  12 so that you will behave properly toward outsiders and not be in any need.

God’s power transforms us through our understanding of and obedience to the Bible.  Here are the three vital things you need to know about your transformation to the image of our Savior:
· God is the driving force in your transformation [9]
· God still commands us to make every effort toward Christ-likeness  [10-11]
· God wants us to tend to our own hearts and not judge the hearts of others [11]
God is the driving force in your transformation [9]

1 Thessalonians 4:9   9 Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another;
The love of the brethren:  If it is God’s love that binds His Bride to Himself for all eternity, then it is the “love of brethren” that binds God’s Children to one another.  We talk about love, but it is not taken seriously much of the time.   Brotherly love [this includes sisters as well]  is the purest expression of the love of Christ on the earth.  Jesus was adamant about this point when He first began to instruct His disciples about it.  
John 13:34-35  34 "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  35 "By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."

Now I have a question.  Why does it matter if the world knows that we are His disciples?  We believe that God is Sovereign.  We know that men are saved when they personally come into contact with Christ and not with us or the church.  So, I repeat the question;  “Why does it matter if the world knows that we are His disciples?” 
Because from the world’s point of view, we are following an executed criminal and religious charlatan.  How can a dead man transform a self absorbed, self indulgent sinner into a lover of others?  This is a great mystery to those who have not come into contact with Christ.  It is somewhat of a mystery even to us, is it not?  Nevertheless, it forms the foundation of God’s revelation of Himself to men through Christ.  
God’s people say “God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son.”  Our love for one another reveals;  HOW He loved the world….. Sacrificially and unilaterally.  
For you yourselves are taught by God to love one another:  This command will be carried out in the lives of true disciples of Christ,  because God will do it Himself.  God is the source of all love and He teaches us how to love one another.  It is a sacrificial love.  It thinks first and foremost of the needs of others.  The Cross is therefore, the greatest display of love in history.  Our God driven love for one another is like Christ’s love for us, and so it reveals Him to men.  
John 15:12   12 "This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you.  
How many of you have heard the objection: “I don’t go to church because it is full of hypocrites?”   Why do you think people say these things?   I will tell you.   
· There are hypocrites in churches when people say they love God, but cannot and will not love one another.  

If a man professes to be a fallen and broken sinner that Christ has loved and redeemed.  If he goes on to declare that he is sustained only by the Grace of God and is a work in progress, far from perfect, but loved and taken into the family.  If such a man fails to fully obey God in word or deed….Is that person a hypocrite?   Satan would say yes, but a hypocrite is someone who is pretending to be something he or she is not.  Let us not pretend.  Let us freely confess that we are redeemed but fallen sinners and are sustained only by unmerited love and grace. 
· There are hypocrites in churches when Christians look for fault in one another.     We consider it being righteous and discerning sin, but it is fault finding, because we only do it when we fully believe that we are not guilty of the faults we find in others. God discerns all your faults and yet loves you and welcomes you in Christ. 

Psalm 130:1-8  Out of the depths I have cried to You, O LORD.  2 Lord, hear my voice! Let Your ears be attentive To the voice of my supplications.  3 If You, LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?  4 But there is forgiveness with You, That You may be feared.  5 I wait for the LORD, my soul does wait, And in His word do I hope.  6 My soul waits for the Lord More than the watchmen for the morning; Indeed, more than the watchmen for the morning.  7 O Israel, hope in the LORD; For with the LORD there is lovingkindness, And with Him is abundant redemption.  8 And He will redeem Israel From all his iniquities.
· There are hypocrites in churches when people feign righteousness or substitute doctrine for the love and grace of God.  It is easier to have sound doctrine than to love someone.   God teaches His own children to love one another.  So when you say that you love God, but do not love others, you are open to the charge of hypocrisy.   Professing Christians who never love,  who can never overlook an offense, a doctrinal error, a personal failure or sin in another, are also open to a charge from God.  He says they do not know Him.  
1 John 4:7-8  7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.  8 The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love.

How are we taught by God?   This is vital!   
First:  We are taught at the foot of the Cross.  We lack love for one another precisely because we have either forgotten or never knew how unlovable we are to God.  Do not be fooled brothers and sisters.  God does not love you because you are lovable.  He loves you because you are hopelessly unlovable.  If Jesus does not love you then no one ever will and you will slip into a godless, joyless and hopeless eternity;  unloved, unwanted and unfulfilled.  Jesus illustrated the danger of forgetting this: 
Matthew 18:23-30  the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves.  24 "When he had begun to settle them, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him.  25 "But since he did not have the means to repay, his lord commanded him to be sold, along with his wife and children and all that he had, and repayment to be made.  26 "So the slave fell to the ground and prostrated himself before him, saying, 'Have patience with me and I will repay you everything.'  27 "And the lord of that slave felt compassion and released him and forgave him the debt.  28 "But that slave went out and found one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and he seized him and began to choke him, saying, 'Pay back what you owe.'  29 "So his fellow slave fell to the ground and began to plead with him, saying, 'Have patience with me and I will repay you.'  30 "But he was unwilling and went and threw him in prison until he should pay back what was owed. 

Second:  We are instructed by the Holy Spirit whom God gave to us at salvation. Our love for one another is proof of our love for God.  The Holy Spirit produces the proof that we are children of God.  This is the second way we are taught by God.  
1 John 4:12-13  12 No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us.  13 By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. 
Third:  We are instructed through His Word.  God’s Word is not like the word of men.  It actually has power to accomplish things.  Go into the Word and dwell there.  Find ways to know it, hear it, chaff under it and obey it.  Do not listen to mindless drivel masquerading as Bible Preaching.  The Preaching of the Cross will confront us with our own brokenness and turn our hearts to Christ over and over again.  

1 John 2:4-6  4 The one who says, "I have come to know Him," and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him;  5 but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we are in Him:  6 the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked.   
God still commands us to make every effort toward Christ-likeness  [10]

1 Thessalonians 4:10  10 for indeed you do practice it toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia. But we urge you, brethren, to excel still more,  
You do practice it toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia:  Have you been taught to only love those who are lovable?  A lot of us have.   We fear that God may think we approve of sin if we do not have sufficient contempt for people who are living apart from God. We even have it for believers who we feel have not progressed enough or in the ways we desire.   
Now, imagine that Christ had been that way toward the Apostle Paul, when he made a career out of killing Christians.  What about Peter when he renounced Christ, only hours before the Cross?  Imagine God refusing to love you while you were still in your sins.  What if God acted the way we are inclined to act towards others? 
But we urge you, brethren, to excel still more:  But praise to God.  He has brought us to the foot of the Cross again this morning.  I have prayed that we would kneel there long enough to comprehend and experientially embrace how He loved us.  God always planned to love you this way my friend.  It was not a last minute decision,  but a well reasoned intention to set His Love and affection on you.  
Isaiah 53:3-6   3 He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; And like one from whom men hide their face He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.  4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted.  5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed.  6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him.
May God grant us such love for one another.  Start simply men, by purposing to love your wives this way.  Parents,  your children are not worse sinners than you.  They are sinners like you.  Let God teach you to love them with His love and show them mercy and compassion as God has shown it to you. May God turn our hearts toward one another when we think of how He has turned His toward us.  
1 Peter 2:24-25  24 He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.  25 For you were continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.

Such knowledge from God should take us to verse 11.  What are the purposes of your heart within the church?  Have you ever thought about it?  Do you just do church or is there some driving ambition that moves you to be here, to worship here, to belong here?  
God wants us to tend to our own hearts and not judge the hearts of others [11]

1 Thessalonians 4:11   11 and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life and attend to your own business and work with your hands, just as we commanded you,  
Make it your ambition:  God describes a determined, not an accidental ambition. It means to be working hard at something.  
In contrast to the command we are about to receive from God, Satan is always trying to get us to meddle in one another’s lives.  He substitutes meddling and busy bodying for the love of God for one another.  The havoc it brings is legendary.  
Many people are wise enough to mind their own business outwardly.  But God is always watching your heart.  It is there that we decide to love one another….not around the coffee pot during refreshments.  It is in our hearts, before God that we decide to obey these commands by conviction.  Here are the commands:
To lead a quiet life and attend to your own business:  These two thoughts mesh.  They literally mean to be quiet [silent] and to be busy with your OWN business.  Now this does not mean that we should not help one another.  It means that we should not condemn the lives of one another by considering them worse than we are.  When we judge one another, we are in violation of this command.  We all have a very hard time internalizing a couple of simple truths.
· First;  We do not know what God is doing in the lives of His other Children.  He does not tell us and He commands us not to try to decide. 
Romans 14:4-10   4 Who are you to judge the servant of another? To his own master he stands or falls; and he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand.  5 One person regards one day above another, another regards every day alike. Each person must be fully convinced in his own mind.  6 He who observes the day, observes it for the Lord, and he who eats, does so for the Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and he who eats not, for the Lord he does not eat, and gives thanks to God.  7 For not one of us lives for himself, and not one dies for himself;  8 for if we live, we live for the Lord, or if we die, we die for the Lord; therefore whether we live or die, we are the Lord's.  9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, that He might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.  10 But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard your brother with contempt? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 

By Contrast:  we are told to seek and pursue God’s desires for OUR OWN LIVES:  

Ephesians 5:15-17  15 Therefore be careful how YOU walk, not as unwise men, but as wise,  16 making the most of YOUR time, because the days are evil.  17 So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.

· Second:  We do not know what someone else is thinking or what is motivating their words and actions.  I am still amazed at how many of us think we can discern the motivations of someone else’s heart, even when God tells us that we cannot.  
1 Corinthians 2:11  11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God.

We even need to pray for God to reveal our own motivations to us.  We may know our thoughts, but God says we do not know their intentions.
Psalm 139:23-24  23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me and know my anxious thoughts;  24 And see if there be any hurtful way in me, And lead me in the everlasting way.

Psalm 19:12-14   12 Who can discern his errors? Acquit me of hidden faults.  13 Also keep back Your servant from presumptuous sins; Let them not rule over me; Then I will be blameless, And I shall be acquitted of great transgression.  14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my rock and my Redeemer.

Hebrews 4:12-13  the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.

Work with your hands:  Not only does this keep you from violating God’s command to mind your own business, but it gives you a chance to fulfill His command to love one another in His church.  We do this by serving and giving to one another.     

Ephesians 4:28 He who steals must steal no longer; but rather he must labor, performing with his own hands what is good, so that he will have something to share with one who has need.
CONCLUSION

Within the church, the blessed crop of the Love of God must take root and grow.  If it does not then  toxic weeds will take its place.  The Love of God for His children is taught by God and not from men.  .  
When we forget how we came to the Cross we will fail to love one another.  We will obscure the light of the Glory of God in the face of Christ.  God says that we too are fallen, but redeemed sinners.  Broken, but beloved children.  Ignorant, but instructed disciples.
Dear friends,  we are getting ready to form a church body here and it will be useless unless it is founded on The Love of Christ Jesus and His Gospel.  We have something to point the world to.  Many have asked me if these are the last days.  God says they are: 
Hebrews 1:1-3  God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways,  2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.  3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,

We are not coming together here because people need another place to gather or another place to sing or belong.  We are Christ’s church.  We are living in the last days as has every Christian who has ever lived.  The light is going out in America, just as it has gone out all over the entire world,  but it is not going out in your heart…is it?  No,  It burns there.  And it takes so little light to enlighten a very dark place.  
Do you have some ambitions for your Christian Life within Christ’s Church?   Do you have the “Spirit taught” love of God for your brothers and sisters here?  If not, why not?  Have you forgotten how Christ loved you in your sin?  Have you become better than those who are just now coming into the light?  Would you welcome some really messed up people into the family of Christ?  Would you tolerate them or actually love them?  
I think we need to come to grips with the purpose of our lives in Christ.  We are redeemed for His glorious purposes.  Comfort and affluence will never reveal the face and heart of God to men.  Sacrifice and the Love of God poured out in us will.  Commit your hearts to be taught of God how to sacrificially bind  yourselves together in the body of Christ.  We will be stunned at what God will do to us , for us and with us.  
Jude 1:20-25   20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit,  21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life.  22 And have mercy on some, who are doubting;  23 save others, snatching them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with fear, hating even the garment polluted by the flesh.  24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy,  25 to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.
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