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Introduction:

Watch any child unobserved and you will see it soon enough.  The young boy stands like he sees his father stand and puts his hands in his pockets the same way.  He want so use the hammer and the saw before he can hardly lift them.  He wants to drive before he can see over the wheel.  Little girls are the same.  They want to cook, clean and care for their dolls.  They want to grow up and they want to be like their mom or dad because that is the order of things.  From our parents we learn everything.  How to speak and what to do.  They teach us what to like and dislike and we usually become just like them while swearing to ourselves that we will never, ever be…..like our parents.  
Now consider our new birth.  We are born into the family of God and are now His children.  This does not happen by confessing some truth or joining some group anymore than we become our parents children by applying for membership to their family.  There is a very good reason that God has modeled the family on our relationship with Him.  A child joins the family because his parents will to conceive him and bring him into their circle of love and care.  In the same way God wills to impart life to His children and then brings them into His loving family.  A child soon recognizes his or her parents and trusts them.  God’s children also recognize His voice and they follow Him.  As we just observed, children want to grow up to please and be like their parents.  God places that same desire in the heart of His children.  We want to be like Him and we want to please Him. Not to get into the family and not to stay in the family, but for love of our family and particularly our parents.  Some of us are still trying to please our parents when we die because they can never seem to be pleased.  But God can be and is pleased by His Children.  
Now let us reflect on our loving Heavenly Father and our place in His family.  Let’s begin with our passage this morning.  
1 Thessalonians 4:1-8  Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us instruction as to how you ought to walk and please God (just as you actually do walk), that you excel still more.  2 For you know what commandments we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus.  3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality;  4 that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor,  5 not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God;  6 and that no man transgress and defraud his brother in the matter because the Lord is the avenger in all these things, just as we also told you before and solemnly warned you.  7 For God has not called us for the purpose of impurity, but in sanctification.  8 So, he who rejects this is not rejecting man but the God who gives His Holy Spirit to you.

The Thessalonians are clearly in the family.  They have been brought from death to life and it shows.  In fact, they are doing well in the walk.  This is exactly the time we often stumble.  Being a Christian is so very good.  Christ has bought us poor miserable sinners and loved us when we were filthy and pathetic.  He washed us, He clothed us and He has seated us in the family.  We are warmed when we were cold, fed when we were hungry and loved when we were unlovely.  We are children in the house of our heavenly Father.  What a privilege!  What a kindness!  What a marvel!  BUT….like children we will soon forget that someone else did all this for us.  And, Satan and the world will begin to call to us saying,  “There are things here in the world that your parents have kept from you.”  “They will fulfill you and satisfy you.”  “Come now and enjoy them before it is too late.”
This Scripture teaches us three vital things about becoming like Christ.  The Bible calls that process “Sanctification.”  It is an indisputable sign of spiritual life as surely as the desires of a young child to grow to adulthood signal normal physical human life:
· God has willed you to be sanctified  [1-3]

· God has called you to be sanctified  [4-7]

· God has empowered you to be sanctified [8]

God has willed you to be sanctified  [1-3]
1 Thessalonians 4:1-3  Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us instruction as to how you ought to walk and please God (just as you actually do walk), that you excel still more.  2 For you know what commandments we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus.  3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality;
Finally then, brethren:  This little book is taking a turn right here.  Paul has been speaking of them and to them in very personal and sentimental way.  They are deeply beloved by Paul.  He has just been rejoicing in what God has done in their lives.  Now he is going to finish this letter with a flurry of strong admonitions, warnings, reminders, and encouragements.   
We request and exhort you in the Lord Jesus:  To “request” here is to ask strongly or beg.  This is an urgent word and it carries a sense of grave concern.  “I urge you not to go into certain neighborhoods at night!”  Why would I do that? Because, I know danger lurks there and you will be hurt badly. Please, I don’t want anything to happen to you.  
To “exhort” is an even more tender word.  It is the word often translated “comfort.”  It evokes the image of someone who loves you dearly, clinging to your arm as they speak lovingly to you about dangers that lie in your life and path.   AND, this is exactly what God is doing through His Inspired and Living Word.   He is about to warn us of the gravest dangers and plead with us to avoid them at all costs.  He knows we are weak in this area.  He knows we are vulnerable because we are fallen sinners and He knows we will be tempted by Satan and Satan’s world,  BUT….He also knows that He has provided for our security if we will hear Him and yield to His instruction and care. 
You received from us instruction as to how you ought to walk and please God:  The Word of God is full of instructions.  It is a map that guides men through the maze of wickedness that lies in our path.  You will not escape the world.  You must live in it and live through it. How you live will depend on your willingness to hear and obey God.  
That you excel still more:  Most of us know what is about to be said here.  We have heard it all before.  You have done pretty well so far and feel pretty confident that Satan will not tempt you to step on a land mine or fall into a pit dug for the purposes of capturing prey.  Our indignation at sexual sin reveals something very troubling about us.  It shows that we do not think it can happen to us.  If we did we would be more subdued in our condemnation.  God warns us in the Bible of this fatal flaw in our thinking.  
1 Corinthians 10:12  12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall.
We need more than another lecture on the dangers of sexual immorality to keep us pure.  God has revealed our hearts to us in the Scripture and through the Spirit.  Thankfully, he has not revealed them to everyone else.  This we would find almost unbearable.  Others do not love us like Christ does.  Others have not and will not lay down their lives for us like Jesus does and has.  And others will judge us less righteous than they, rather than seek our sanctification and Conformity to Jesus Christ.  
Hebrews 4:12-13  12 For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.

This is the will of God, your sanctification:  The Scripture uses a word here that describes more than God’s hope for you.  This is how we often take this kind of assertion in English.  It is God’s will, but you know…sometimes God just can’t get everything He wants, because we fail.  This word expresses desire, but also what God has determined to be done. You should take some comfort in this thought.  God is Sovereign and that means that He has the means to bring to pass everything He desires to come to pass.   
Revelation 4:11 "Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created."
That you abstain from sexual immorality:  This is the most prevalent trap of mankind.  Do you know why?  Because our sexuality has been hardwired into our DNA by our Creator.  He wanted you to have these desires.  Our sexuality has many glorious purposes, but we seldom, if ever speak of them.  Probably because we are constantly on the defensive on this issue.  We humans are a sorry lot when it comes to dealing with our sexuality.  We either pretend that it does not exist or we indulge it until it produces a list of evils that are almost unspeakable in their destruction.  Here are just a few:  

Unwanted pregnancies [children]



Abandoned Children

Loss of love






Loss of hope

Sexual disease 





Death

Hatred







Murder

Despair






Fear

Hopelessness






Suicide
Adultery  [ultimate betrayal]




Divorce

Abortion






Pedophilia 

The word translated “sexual immorality” covers every imaginable sexual sin. When we consider just this short list of misery that flows from sexual immorality should we be surprised that God is begging us and tugging on our arms and calling out to us in the most loving and urgent manner to have nothing to do with it.  Nothing will ruin your life like sexual immorality. 
BUT:  God has willed you to be Sanctified and Called you to be Sanctified and a major part of that is to avoid Sexual Immorality.  The key word here is not “Sexual” but “Immorality.”   As a human being you cannot avoid Sexuality and God has never asked you to.  Satan and much religion obscure the Glory of God in His Creation at this precise point.     

God has called you to be sanctified  [4-7]
1 Thessalonians 4:4-7  4 that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor,  5 not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God;  6 and that no man transgress and defraud his brother in the matter because the Lord is the avenger in all these things, just as we also told you before and solemnly warned you.  7 For God has not called us for the purpose of impurity, but in sanctification.
Possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor:  God created our bodies in His image.  If you say,  I do not know about that!  I think He only created our soul and spirit in His image because our bodies are evil and sinful, then you have played right into the hands of the enemy at this point.  Sex is bad, even forbidden to hear some people tell it.  Its purposes are never joy and happiness and never, ever to reveal something about The Glorious God of Creation.  When this verse commands us to possess our own vessel, it is a call to exercise control over your sexuality.  
2 Timothy 2:21 Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from these things, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared for every good work.

“In Sanctification and honor” describes how we managed our sexuality.  There is no other context to understand this.  Shunning our sexuality, hating our sexuality, being ashamed of our sexuality or denying our sexuality is not managing our sexuality.  It is playing into the hands of our enemy who will pummel us because we do not know what to do with this massive force of energy that surges through every human being who has ever been born….including Jesus.  
God has told the truth about sexuality.  Mankind prefers to ignore that or reject it, while others  just condemn sexuality.   

Question:  Why did God make us sexual?  Was it a slip up?  Is sex just one of those things that we have to ignore, suppress or deny in order to be godly? 
· To Reveal His Glory to His Creation:  God always acts to get glory for Himself. When God is seen, He is glorious.  God is never, ever seen without Glory. [Is. 6:1-5]  God created Men and women “in His Image” to reveal Himself to His Creation.  Nothing in this creation reveals the God like His human beings. 

Isaiah 43:6-7  Bring My sons from afar And My daughters from the ends of the earth,  7 Everyone who is called by My name, And whom I have created for My glory, Whom I have formed, even whom I have made." 

Genesis 1:27-28   27 God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.  28 God blessed them; and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth…  

This verse is deeply sexual in its vividness and its commands.  You have to be blind not to notice it. How else are the sole male and female to multiply and fill the earth.  God also intended most of us to help them.  That is clear in this context as well. 
· To reveal that He is the source of all life.  Your sexuality is part of the image of God you bear.  God likes it.  God likes everything that He made.  Notice how God shared His image and His Glory with you through sexuality:  

Genesis 2:22-25  22 The LORD God fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought her to the man.  23 The man said, "This is now bone of my bones, And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man."  24 For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one flesh.  25 And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.
Not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God:  We are to think about sex as God reveals it to us. Sex without this knowledge is lustful passion.  It is animalistic and void of all the glories for which God created it.  It is a tragic loss to you and a victory for the one who labors day and night to obscure the Glory of God in the world.  Yes…this is Satan’s work in creation.  The things that God created to reveal His Glory, Satan tarnishes, vandalizes and obscures.  

2 Corinthians 4:3-4  If our gospel is veiled, [hidden] it is veiled to those who are perishing,  4 in whose case the god of this world [Satan] has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  
God has not called us for the purpose of impurity, but in sanctification:  You have a calling in God’s plan.  God did not call any of us apart from our Gender….without our sexuality.  He made you in His image.  Sexuality projects the image of God as life giver and joy giver, into the world where Satan chaffs under God’s beauty and Glory.   So are you surprised that almost every imaginable evil can be traced back to sexual abuse and misuse.  

The church has responded poorly to this assault by Satan.  We have mentioned some of the ways already.  The Scripture says that you have not been called for sexual impurity but for sexual sanctification.  It simply does not make sense to understand “impurity” to refer to sexuality and then understand “sanctification” not to refer to it.  They both refer to sexuality.  One is impure the other is “sanctified.”  
God has empowered you to be sanctified  [8]
1 Thessalonians 4:8  8 So, he who rejects this is not rejecting man, but the God who gives His Holy Spirit to you.
Not rejecting man but God:  Here the Scripture warns us not to just take its teachings to be the teachings of men.  Even professing Christians will often reject the teaching of Scripture because it is often delivered with no authority and no explanation.  I have often heard God’s Word reduced to the word of men, because we are inclined to substitute morality for the heart changing truth of the Spirit empowered Word of Christ. 
God who gives His Holy Spirit to you:  Doesn’t it seem strange to just throw in this phrase here?  Why are we talking about the Holy Spirit all of the sudden?  True believers have the indwelling Holy Spirit.  He testifies that His Word is true and the consequences spelled out are true as well.  God, who loved you and gave His Son Jesus for you, does not withhold good and fulfilling things from you.  He warns you of dangers, pitfalls and spiritual shipwreck, but also confirms purpose, joy, fulfillment and human satisfaction and joy just as surely.   It is for love of you that God speaks and that we preach Christ and His Word. 
Like Paul, we too can trust the Holy Spirit to confirm the truth of what God says.  Believers should labor to keep their opinion to themselves and “let God speak” to the hearts of His people.  Paul trusted the Holy Spirit to be unleashed in your mind to know the truth of God regarding your sexuality.  
CONCLUSION

God is working toward your Sanctification even when you are not.  Here God begs and cajoles us to also work.  To determine to embrace His purposes for your sexuality and shun Satan’s.  Know and have confidence in this;  If you are His redeemed child, indwelt by His Spirit, you are His project.  God is never your project, but you are eternally His. His purposes for you include your sexuality and the blessings it brings to you.  
Ephesians 2:8-10  8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.
Philippians 1:6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.

We know God’s purposes for our bodies and for our sexuality.  They are both created to reveal His glory in the world.  Once redeemed at the cross, God willed us to be sanctified, meaning set apart for His Glory.  That is in the mind and purpose of God.  

You have also been called to be an image bearer of God’s glory.  What God had originally only purposed, He has now made known to you, by calling you to your destiny. 
Lastly, God has empowered His children….His very sexual children, to escape all the perils and grief and even physical harm and death, caused by sexual immorality.  Instead we may rejoice in our bodies and use them to reveal the glorious image of God in a lost creation.  

I have seen grown men who were apparently unmovable, brought to tears by the site of their first born child.  Many, many couples have been brought to the foot of the Cross by their care and spiritual concern for their babies.  Those babies are image bearers of God.  They were created for His Glory and it did not happen apart from our God given sexual natures. 
Psalm 127 Unless the LORD builds the house, They labor in vain who build it; Unless the LORD guards the city, The watchman keeps awake in vain.  2 It is vain for you to rise up early, To retire late, To eat the bread of painful labors; For He gives to His beloved even in his sleep.  3 Behold, children are a gift of the LORD, The fruit of the womb is a reward.  4 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, So are the children of one's youth.  5 How blessed is the man whose quiver is full of them; They will not be ashamed When they speak with their enemies in the gate.  

Psalm 128   How blessed is everyone who fears the LORD, Who walks in His ways.  2 When you shall eat of the fruit of your hands, You will be happy and it will be well with you.  3 Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine Within your house, Your children like olive plants Around your table.  4 Behold, for thus shall the man be blessed Who fears the LORD.  5 The LORD bless you from Zion, And may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem all the days of your life.  6 Indeed, may you see your children's children. Peace be upon Israel!
May God’s Peace be upon all of us as well.  
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