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1 Thessalonians 3:7- 13  7 for this reason, brethren, in all our distress and affliction we were comforted about you through your faith;  8 for now we really live, if you stand firm in the Lord.  9 For what thanks can we render to God for you in return for all the joy with which we rejoice before our God on your account,  10 as we night and day keep praying most earnestly that we may see your face, and may complete what is lacking in your faith?  11 Now may our God and Father Himself and Jesus our Lord direct our way to you;  12 and may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one another, and for all people, just as we also do for you;  13 so that He may establish your hearts without blame in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints.  
Introduction:

We are often aware of our personal spiritual anemia, but tend to think of it like an injury or some physical disability.  It is our thing and we have to live with it.  We would like to be healthier, but we are comforted by the fact that we are not really impacting anyone else around us.   But is this true?
Have you ever experienced the grief of seeing someone you care about self-destruct or be maliciously harmed by someone else?   There are times when the pain of these things is so palpable that it might as well have happened to us.  Parents know this when it happens to a child.  Spouses, who are joined in being by God, suffer greatly when the other is harmed in any way.   These are things we can identify with, but the body of Christ is so fragmented and uncommitted to one another that we are going to have to take a little time and energy to try to feel what Paul is talking about when he wrote this letter to the Thessalonians.  
Much of the church in our culture cannot in anyway, empathize with what Paul is saying about these believers.  We speak most often of Christ as our Personal Savior.  This might have had a purpose in the past,  but these days it more often than not isolates us from one another.  We live unto ourselves, with our own personal Savior, but this is not the way Jesus sees believers and it is not the way the Scripture portrays the church.  
Christ knows us by name as any father knows his individual children, but God sees us and speaks about us together.  We are His Children and not just Paul and John and Mary and Louise.  This idea of “family” is something that individualistic American believers fail to embrace.  We can go for weeks and months without knowing anything whatsoever about the struggles, hopes, grief and joys of one another.  Do you  honestly know how I am doing spiritually?  Do you think I am totally OK?   Well I am not totally OK! In fact, I have never been OK since the first day any of you ever knew me.  I am a man like David speaks of :
Psalm 130:1-8  Out of the depths I have cried to You, O LORD.  2 Lord, hear my voice! Let Your ears be attentive To the voice of my supplications.  3 If You, LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?  4 But there is forgiveness with You, That You may be feared.  5 I wait for the LORD, my soul does wait, And in His word do I hope.  6 My soul waits for the Lord More than the watchmen for the morning; Indeed, more than the watchmen for the morning.  7 O Israel, hope in the LORD; For with the LORD there is lovingkindness, And with Him is abundant redemption.  8 And He will redeem Israel From all his iniquities.
Are you shocked and concerned when I say that I am not OK….not on top of my game and having no anxieties, failures or weaknesses?  Are you distressed to think that I am waiting for God to help me in my brokenness like a man waits for the first glimmer of dawn in order to see?

Now much of this is my fault, because I know how the “Pastor Game” is played.   I also know that everyone wants to think that the person who is caring for them is 100 % all the time.  Well now that that  secret is out let me ask you a harder question:  
Are you hiding from one another?  I am sure you can think of several reasons why you would never tell someone else your real spiritual state?  Here are a few more: 

· They will judge me [condemn me] as a bad Christian.  I am suppose to have overcome these weaknesses and doubts since my conversion, but here I am years later still finding it difficult to give thanks in all things or not to worry.
· They will think I am being punished or chastened by God.  After all, I am wondering if that isn’t the reason for my trial.  That I have sinned and am being punished by God is almost always my first thought in trials. 
· If they know I don’t have an answer to this they will loose confidence in all my answers and advise and I will lose face.  
And my personal favorite:
· It is just a personal spiritual problem between God and me and it really doesn’t  impact anyone else in my church or family.  

I want us to consider from the Scripture that we are dead wrong to behave this way toward one another.   Satan exploits us at this point and accuses us to our face and to one another.  The only remedy for this is humility before God and a undiluted trust in the  Word of Christ.  
1 Thessalonians 3:7- 13  7 for this reason, brethren, in all our distress and affliction we were comforted about you through your faith;  8 for now we really live, if you stand firm in the Lord.  9 For what thanks can we render to God for you in return for all the joy with which we rejoice before our God on your account,  10 as we night and day keep praying most earnestly that we may see your face, and may complete what is lacking in your faith?  11 Now may our God and Father Himself and Jesus our Lord direct our way to you;  12 and may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one another, and for all people, just as we also do for you;  13 so that He may establish your hearts without blame in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints. 
So here we go.  These few verses reveal the following:  
Our Spiritual Condition moves others to rejoice  [7-9]

Our Spiritual Condition moves others to serve Christ [10]

Our Spiritual Condition moves others to love us [11-12]

Our Spiritual Condition moves others to rejoice  [7-9]

1 Thessalonians 3:7-9   7 for this reason, brethren, in all our distress and affliction we were comforted about you through your faith;  8 for now we really live, if you stand firm in the Lord.  9 For what thanks can we render to God for you in return for all the joy with which we rejoice before our God on your account,

We were comforted about you through your faith:   We started out by talking about hiding our spiritual struggles from one another out of fear and pride.  But Paul speaks of rejoicing over their faith.  
Faith is not your doctrine.  God never rejoices over anyone’s doctrine or affirmations of doctrine and neither should you.  
Matthew 15:8-9   8 'THIS PEOPLE HONORS ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR AWAY FROM ME.  9 'BUT IN VAIN DO THEY WORSHIP ME, TEACHING AS DOCTRINES THE PRECEPTS OF MEN.'"
Faith is not your moral purity:  Only the Devil could think up this lie and he spreads it like a cancer in our minds, families and churches.  Our accuser asserts that strong faith means perfect doctrine and no visible sin.  God rejoices over sinners and so should you.  We are never more Christlike then when we love one another in our failures and weaknesses and brokenness and sin.  

Luke 15:1-2  Now all the tax collectors and the sinners were coming near Him to listen to Him.  2 Both the Pharisees and the scribes began to grumble, saying, "This man receives sinners and eats with them."
God rejoices over sinners and so should you because you are totally a blood washed sinner too.  If God treated us in our sinfulness and brokenness the way we tend to treat one another we would be cast out by Him.  Is it any wonder that we keep to ourselves.  
Luke 15:7  7 "I tell you that in the same way, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.  

That is what faith is not.  What Faith is, is trust and confidence in Christ.  Faith is a gift from God and signals the regeneration of our souls.  It has nothing to do with us.  It is purely of God.  That is the sole reason that you possess faith just like every other believer throughout all time.   We rejoice over one another because we are sinners who have been seized by the hand of the Living God.  Faith is about what God has done and never ever about what men have done.  The existence of faith is cause for rejoicing.  
Ephesians 2:8-10  8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.
When we are intolerant of one another’s sins, judgmental of one another’s fears, habits, anxieties or error, we are affirming that we did not need to be tolerated by Christ.  That all of our habits, anxieties and errors fell off us without His pruning and purging Holy Spirit in our lives.  

We are also declaring that we no longer struggle with any brokenness and unbelief and pride and we have perfected ourselves by our own works.  This is an inescapable conclusion.   If we were lost, hopeless, helpless sinners whom Christ found and then began to transform, why would we have anything but compassion on the lost and the believer who is still struggling.  This is why Christ forbids us to condemn one another in our weaknesses.  We are instead to Pray for one another and Bear with one another and so fulfill the law of Christ.  
Galatians 6:1-3  Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.  2 Bear one another's burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ.  3 For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.

For now we really live, if you stand firm in the Lord:  Paul is rejoicing over these brothers precisely because they were brothers.  Not because they were doctrinally or morally perfected. In fact they had a deficient faith.  But,  they had been taken hold of by God and were trusting only Him.  Satan will tell you lies about what it means to stand firm in the Lord.  Preachers will tell you lies about that as well.  You do not need to be doctrinally or morally perfect to be standing.  God made us stand on the first day we were saved and He does not ever stop making you stand.  If you are standing, if you have unwavering trust in Jesus’ love and tender mercy for you then it Christ who is holding you.  This is why we must have only tender mercy and forgiveness for one another.  Christ is holding us all.  We have not lifted ourselves to our feet.  This is why Paul warns us in Romans, 
Romans 14:4 Who are you to judge the servant of another? To his own master he stands or falls; and he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand.
Jude 1:24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy,

It is our trust in Christ’s love and care for us in all trials, failures, afflictions and temptations will move one another to rejoice.  If we never know one another’s spiritual condition we will not rejoice over the way Christ continues to sustain us all.  
Our Spiritual Condition moves others to serve Christ [10]

1 Thessalonians 3:10-11  10 as we night and day keep praying most earnestly that we may see your face, and may complete what is lacking in your faith?  
We night and day keep praying most earnestly:   I am continually amazed at how we are unwilling to let others help us in our spiritual life?  I sometimes don’t even know that someone close to you died or that you suffered an unspeakable emotional loss.   People often will tell me terrible things that they are going through and make me swear that I will not ask anyone else to pray for them.  Have you ever wondered why this is?  

Paul said he could not stand not knowing if they were still being caused to stand by our dear Jesus.  When he found that they were, he began a rejoicing that could not be contained in a verse or sentence alone, but swept, like a breaker over this entire passage.  They were afflicted.  They were suffering.  They were being run out of their homes and jobs.  Their families and neighbors were made at them.  But they were standing.  Satan cannot bring God’s redeemed down, because God sustains them.

Now he prays.  It is not just a Christian duty.  It is commanded by God.  It shows our dependence upon Him.  Not to pray is to declare our independence of the one who holds us on our feet.  It is to look for solutions outside of God’s direct intervention and most egregious of all; It robs God of the glory of revealing His love, mercy and tender care for His children 
Psalm 34:3-8  3 Glorify the LORD with me; let us exalt his name together.  4 I sought the LORD, and he answered me; he delivered me from all my fears.  5 Those who look to him are radiant; their faces are never covered with shame.  6 This poor man called, and the LORD heard him; he saved him out of all his troubles.  7 The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him, and he delivers them.  8 Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the man who takes refuge in him.

Why are we willing to forgo prayer?  For the same reasons that we keep our afflictions and trials to ourselves.  Satan assures us that we are not sinners anymore.  We are not the fallen, broken and pathetic creatures that Christ rescued from the precipice of hell.  We are the strong and upright and spiritually sufficient.  
Complete what is lacking in your faith:  There is another unspeakable loss that takes place in the Body of Christ when we hide this way from one another.  God purposed to build His Church from before creation, but He decided to do it by making each member of it to serve a vital role in its health.  The Holy Spirit was given at Pentecost to create and build Christ’s Church in the world.  God does not allow us here to think only of the invisible, universal, unknowable church.  The church that belongs to Christ is as real in this age as your own arm, leg or eye.   God has made it to be a body with all its functioning parts.  Listen to Paul describe it.  

1 Corinthians 12:11-27    12 The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ.  13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body-- whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free-- and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.  14 Now the body is not made up of one part but of many.  15 If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body.  16 And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body.  21 The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you!" And the head cannot say to the feet, "I don't need you!" ….But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it,  25 so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other.  26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.  27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.
We have deficient faith:  We do not cling to Christ enough, overcome the world enough,  know enough, comprehend enough or love enough.  But, God’s plan, His revealed plan, has been and continues to be to strengthen us in and through His Church, His Body.   Satan, through  legalism and judgmentalism has driven countless believers into isolation.  There we are not ministered to, prayed for, encouraged, loved and known.  We are like a perfectly formed body part that is lying limp and severed from the source of spiritual life.   
We are like a sick child who will not tell his parents for fear of being rebuked or given medicine.  I once fell out of a tree house and landed right on top of a picket fence.  I could hardly walk for days, but never told my mom because she would have scolded me.  Do you think it is a sin to be anxious over your economic state or the well being of your children?   Are you ashamed when you are sick or overcome by grief?   What if some calamity befalls you?   
Satan our accuser obscures Christ from us and accuses us by saying, “if you were a good Christian, this would not have befallen you.”  If you were a better believer and had stronger faith, you would not be worried about your job or your kids or your spouse’s love for you.” 
Then, the church, you and me, we also pile on…. Saying things like,  this person is sick because they didn’t behave properly, they have hidden sin, or they have not prayed enough.  When we think this about one another we know….Now listen….we know that others are thinking the same thing about us.   I’ve been told that I was having trouble with the building dept because I had hidden sin in my life.  Now if somebody thinks that about you, what do they think when you loose your job or your health or your peace of mind or your temper.  

No man prays enough and Christ knew that about you when He chose you, while He was dying for you on the Cross and when He sent the Holy Spirit to regenerate you at your Salvation. 

We are all still sinners.  If you think otherwise you are like the Pharisee who went up to pray and said:  “Lord I thank you that I am not like other men,.”   BUT we are like other men only redeemed.  And we were bought by Christ who saw no good in us whatsoever.  He received sinners.  He bought sinners.  He loved sinners.  If you really saw yourself the way Christ sees you, you would cut your tongue out before you would ever allow Satan to accuse your brothers and sisters to you again.  
We make the body sick when we live alone.  Whether you are the one who condemns the weak or the one who is condemned,  you are bringing sickness to the body of Jesus.  How will the merciful serve Christ when we will not tell them of our need of mercy.  How will the exhorter exhort if no one will ever admit to discouragement.  May God help us to bring health to the body of our dear Savior by defeating Satan at this game of keeping us alone in our comfort zones. 
Romans 14:7-13  7 For not one of us lives for himself, and not one dies for himself;  8 for if we live, we live for the Lord, or if we die, we die for the Lord; therefore whether we live or die, we are the Lord's.  9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, that He might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.  10 But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard your brother with contempt? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.  11 For it is written, "AS I LIVE, SAYS THE LORD, EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW TO ME, AND EVERY TONGUE SHALL GIVE PRAISE TO GOD."  12 So then each one of us will give an account of himself to God.  13 Therefore let us not judge one another anymore
Our Spiritual Condition moves others to love us [11-12]

1 Thessalonians 3:11-12  11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to you.  12 May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you.
My our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to you:  Now this is even more vital.    This love necessarily demands being together.  You cannot love long from a distance.  Try to keep two lovers apart.  It is counter intuitive and bordering on impossible.  I always go home to my wife and kids.  I never chose to go somewhere else.  And, I do this not just to be with them, but because I know they want me to be with them.  It is how we are made.  How God made us.  And, it is how God made His Church.  Listen to these verses: 
Hebrews 10:21-25  since we have a great priest over the house of God,  22 let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.  23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful;  24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds,  25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near.

We have a great priest over the house of God:  This is all about Christ and not about us.  We are not the center of the church.  Man is not the measure of the Church, but Jesus. But we are the house.  That word also means family and household.  God does not have a house He has a household.   Because He is the glorious Christ of the Church, let us draw near to Him to be cleansed in our hearts.
Let us hold fast to our hope: Our hope is not our own goodness or self-righteousness or sound doctrine.  It is Jesus our redeemer.  This is the steadfast faith of the Thessalonians.  We are clinging to the one who is clinging to us.  We are still sinners.  We are still hopeless.  We are still broken and in need of fixing and we are still fallen.  To understand this you only need to watch a rescuer descending from a helicopter to a person about to drown.  They are helpless, they are hopeless…. they are going to die.  Into this scene comes a man they have never met.  He cares for them.  He descends to them.  He saves them.  And, as they are being pulled to safety they ‘hold fast’ to their rescuer. 
Let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds:  Do you ever do this?  Now I am really serious now.  I want you to close your eyes for a moment and ask yourself when was the last time you cleared your mind and your desk and began to ponder how you personally might   
Not forsaking our own assembling together:  This becomes important then for you for two reasons.  This is not attendance for the sake of attendance.  It is purposeful gathering and being together.  You and I need one another.  This means we need to be together in a purposeful way.  We are not inmates being led into an exercise yard.  We are children gathered at our Father’s feet.  We are hungry and He will give us the richest of portions.  We are thirsty and He will give us the purest of water.  We are afflicted and He will love us and comfort us 
But encouraging one another:  But He is in heaven on His throne.  Even our precious Savior has returned there to wait until He comes for His bride and then reclaims title to His Creation in that final day.  In the meantime, He has sent the Holy Spirit into the world not just to live in you.  He lives in His Church.  It is His church that has all its parts.  It is in His church that He gives you the rest of your spiritual members that you might be cared for and built up.  
So God moves His church [His other children] to love us in our deficient faith. Let people come to your aid.    We are not “bothering” one another.  We are exalting Christ in the world by revealing His Love for us and His provision for our poor broken selves.  It is a work of God when we rejoice in one another.  Yes, Jesus is our personal Savior, but He loves us through His church.  Believers who do not love one another hide Christ from the world.  It is as though He does not exist at all.  Can you imagine being the exact opposite of what God has called you to be…His witness.  

This reality is ordained and sustained by God Himself.  He will not be made known by those who do not have love.  In fact He will actively resist and even destroy all testimony that is merely doctrinal, self righteous and without pure, Holy Spirit driven Love for Him.  

May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other:  Do you actively pray for love for one another?  Paul prays it for you.  I pray it for you.  I pray it for myself because I am loveless apart from Christ.   
CONCLUSION

1 Thessalonians 3:13  13 so that He may establish your hearts without blame in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints.
What better way to end something like this than with prayer.  Why does Paul pray for increasing and overflowing love?  It is God’s way of establishing your heart.  You do not need anymore rules to keep or duties to perform.  You need bedrock trust in the love of Christ for you and the calm assurance that He will make you blameless and He will make you Holy and He will come for you at the end of the age.  
Psalm 51:8-17  8 Make me to hear joy and gladness, Let the bones which You have broken rejoice.  9 Hide Your face from my sins And blot out all my iniquities.  10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me.  11 Do not cast me away from Your presence And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.  12 Restore to me the joy of Your salvation And sustain me with a willing spirit.  13 Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, And sinners will be converted to You…… 15 O Lord, open my lips, That my mouth may declare Your praise.  16 For You do not delight in sacrifice, otherwise I would give it; You are not pleased with burnt offering.  17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; A broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise.
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