Glorying in One Another
I Thessalonians 2:13-20
September 6, 2009
Pastor Paul O. Anthes

Introduction:

We know from Scripture that the Church belongs to Jesus and is therefore primarily about Him and His glory.  Worship that is done to please men and with a view solely to the felt needs of men is not what God desires.  So we can say that worship is to be centered on Christ and for the purposes of exalting Him so that we may behold Him in His Glory.  Thankfully, the Holy Spirit is given for this very purpose and He works tirelessly to Glorify our Savior, in our lives as well as our worship.  
2 Corinthians 3:17-18  17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.  18 And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.
However, today we come to a passage that makes much of brothers and sisters in the Lord.  There is no denying that from the text.  Paul is thrilled to the point of exultation over this band of believers that God has raised up in this place called Thessalonica.  Let me read the Scripture to you before we try to reconcile it to the New Testament theme of Christ’s Supremacy.  
1 Thessalonians 2:13-20  13 For this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God, which also performs its work in you who believe.  14 For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea, for you also endured the same sufferings at the hands of your own countrymen, even as they did from the Jews,  15 who both killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out. They are not pleasing to God, but hostile to all men,  16 hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved; with the result that they always fill up the measure of their sins. But wrath has come upon them to the utmost.  17 But we, brethren, having been taken away from you for a short while-- in person, not in spirit-- were all the more eager with great desire to see your face.  18 For we wanted to come to you-- I, Paul, more than once-- and yet Satan hindered us.  19 For who is our hope or joy or crown of exultation? Is it not even you, in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming?  20 For you are our glory and joy.
The Bible emphasizes the centrality and surpassing glory of Jesus Christ because men tend to miss it altogether.  It is easy for churches to become man centered institutions and for Christians to consider their “felt needs” more urgently than the exaltation and proclamation of Christ.  So how are we to understand a statement like, “You [believers] are our glory and joy.”  Can Christians glory in one another?  Is it alright for us to be a source of joy and happiness to one another?   The answer is categorically, yes.  Not only that, but it is God’s plan and purpose for His church.  If you miss this you have literally missed a major portion of the Gospel.  If you attend church for the sermon alone without a heart felt desire for the presence and intimacy of one another you cannot fulfill God’s purpose for your life. 
At first glance this Scripture appears to be in praise of men and their behavior, but let’s zoom in for a closer look.  Paul is actually giving praise to God for three things: 

· They  accepted the authority and sufficiency of the Word of God [13]

· They experienced the same sufferings for the Word of God [14-16]

· They had become a source of hope, joy, reward and delight [17-20]

They  accepted the authority and sufficiency of the Word of God [13]

1 Thessalonians 2:13  13 For this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God, which also performs its work in you who believe.
For this reason we also constantly thank God:  Paul is about to explain the reason for His constant gratitude to God.  It is deeply rooted in their response to the Word.  It is not easy to discern if “this reason” looks forward or backward in the text.   Looking back, Paul is grateful for their response to His exhortations:
1 Thessalonians 2:11-12  You know how we were exhorting and encouraging and imploring each one of you as a father would his own children,  12 so that you would walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.

Looking forward, he is about to explain to them and us the importance of being under the authority and instruction of the Word of God.  

When you received the word of God which you heard from us, you accepted it:  I once spent an hour with a believer explaining the Scripture regarding some very clear teaching about marriage.  When I was done the person said to me, “well, that’s your opinion.”   I countered with, “Is there something about these passages of the Bible that are unclear to you?”  The response was, “no, but that is just your opinion as to what they mean.”
The Thessalonian believers had receive the Word from Paul.  That is to say they had “brought it along side themselves and in close proximity to themselves.”  They were holding it against themselves.  Do you receive the Word or just hear it.  There is quite a difference between knowing what the Word says and receiving it.  

James 1:21-25  21 Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls.  22 But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.  23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror;  24 for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was.  25 But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does. 
You accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God:  Why are there thousands of professing Christians that do not know how God created the world and mankind?  Why are there people who profess to be believers who do not know that they are supposed to sacrificially love their wives or husband?  Why are churches racked with evil talk, hatred and rebellion when God has clearly spoken on all these issues?  It is because many church goers simply will not accept God’s Word for it.  God says we are proud, we say we are not.  God says we are undeserving of everything we have, we beg to differ.  God says we need Him every minute of every day just to live and we act and think as if we were fully independent.  
The most blessed thing that God can do in your life this morning is to bring you to your knees before the Holy Scripture.  In it God speaks.  He commands and He comforts.  He rebukes and He restores.  Nothing brings glory to God in this world like men and women who are sold as slaves to the Living and Written Word of God.  How much of it do you know?  How much of it do you yield your spirit too?

They experienced common sufferings for the Word of God [14-16]

1 Thessalonians 2:14-16  14 For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea, for you also endured the same sufferings at the hands of your own countrymen, even as they did from the Jews,  15 who both killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out. They are not pleasing to God, but hostile to all men,  16 hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved; with the result that they always fill up the measure of their sins. But wrath has come upon them to the utmost.
You, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea:  It is easy to miss the point of this altogether.  Since Paul is expressing reasons to be grateful to God, we conclude that it is because they imitated the good behavior of the churches in Judea.  But Paul is grateful for something else entirely.  
You also endured the same sufferings at the hands of your own countrymen, even as they did from the Jews:  The way in which they imitated those churches was by being persecuted and hated.  Paul sees this as something to be grateful for.  Let’s see if we can figure out why. 
· Paul is Grateful because they have willingly preferred righteousness to ease.  Our accuser, Satan stirs up trouble against followers of Christ in an effort to prove that they do not LOVE God.  His assertion is that you love yourselves and if faced with difficulties in this life and opposition from men you will gladly throw Christ under the bus to be rid of your suffering.  
Matthew 5:10-12  10 "Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  11 "Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me.  12 "Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
· Paul is grateful because they have willingly and knowingly become Christ’s slaves.
John 15:20  20 "Remember the word that I said to you, 'A slave is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; 
· Paul is grateful to God because He has caused them to desire a God like life in this world.  Have you ever done something virtuous, only to have someone throw it in your face or take advantage of you?  What is your first response?  “I’ll never do that again.”  But what you did was “godly” and  “righteous”  and the proof that you did it for God is that you will do it again and again and again, even when godless men and Satan make you pay a price for it.  Paul is grateful because they were desiring God like lives. 
2 Timothy 3:12 12 Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.
Who both killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out. They are not pleasing to God, but hostile to all men,  16 hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved:  The only reason we think that there is not hostility to the Gospel is because the church almost never gives out the Gospel.  We give out the “non offensive” version.  The majority of people in this country think that God will just automatically forgive every sin they have committed when they face Him. They see forgiveness as mandatory with God, no matter how they have rejected Him.  
Ill:  This is like expecting a judge to release this guy who kidnapped and held hostage Jacee Dugart for 18 years.  Would you say that a judge who says, “you know, I am a forgiving guy and I am just going to let you walk out of here with no penalty whatsoever,”; would you say that such a judge was a good judge or a bad judge?  
They are not pleasing to God, but hostile to all men:  All men bear the image of God and as such have value.  Although Satan hates humankind, we should be reminded daily of this truth.  When you speak to or about any man remember that God is listening to you and James tells us what He thinks about it.   
James 3:8-11  no man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.  9 With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in God's likeness.  10 Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not be.  11 Can both fresh water and salt water flow from the same spring?

Hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved:  Those who intimidate us into silence or into giving out a non offensive gospel are seeking the destruction of others.  That is how God sees it and He will judge them accordingly. Even though God overrules the wickedness of men in opposing the Gospel, He will still condemn them for their opposition to the redemption of the Cross in Christ Jesus alone.  
Keep praying for and speaking to the lost in your life.  God will take care of the wicked and He will protect you in the process.  Learn to be encouraged, not discouraged by opposition to the Cross.  
They always fill up the measure of their sins. But wrath has come upon them to the utmost:  The use of the present tense here instead of the future is a way of driving home the absolute certainty of God’s wrath on those who resist Him.  God sees the sins of unbelievers as filling up a cup.  But they imagine a God with infinite patience, who is just too nice a guy to actually do anything about it.  There are other places where God’s Word uses this present tense idea to describe impending judgment as if it were already here. 
John 3:18  18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son.

Romans 1:18  18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness,
If you own Christ as Lord and seek the salvation of others through prayer and testimony, you can expect opposition in this world.  It is a sure fire sign of your love and devotion to Christ.  This is why Paul was grateful to see it in the Thessalonians.  God had done a work in them to make them love Him more than they loved their own comfort.  
They were a source of hope, joy, reward and delight [17-20]

1 Thessalonians 2:17-20  17 But we, brethren, having been taken away from you for a short while-- in person, not in spirit-- were all the more eager with great desire to see your face.  18 For we wanted to come to you-- I, Paul, more than once-- and yet Satan hindered us.  19 For who is our hope or joy or crown of exultation? Is it not even you, in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming?  20 For you are our glory and joy.
But we, brethren, having been taken away from you for a short while:  This was not Paul’s desire.  He nurtured them like a mother and discipled them like a father when he was there and yet, he was forced from them by godless men instigated by Satan.  
Acts 17:1-10 ….They came to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews.  2 And according to Paul's custom, he went to them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures,……  5 But the Jews, becoming jealous and taking along some wicked men from the market place, formed a mob and set the city in an uproar; and attacking the house of Jason, they were seeking to bring them out to the people…….  8 They stirred up the crowd and the city authorities who heard these things.  9 And when they had received a pledge from Jason and the others, they released them.  10 The brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea, and when they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews.

We wanted to come to you-- I, Paul, more than once-- and yet Satan hindered us:  All of Paul’s pastoral instincts were thwarted by Satan and the mob, but the concern for their welfare was unrelenting. 
Who is our hope or joy or crown of exultation?... For you are our glory and joy:    We have a strange way of forgetting the blessings that God brings into our lives and focusing on the resistance of evil men and circumstances.  Paul had little time with these people, but God multiplied its effect.  We go through life thinking that our poor beaten down lives do not count for anything, but God feels differently.  Decide to be faithful to God by lovingly submitting to the Word of God.  Faithfully pray for the lost and ask God to give you opportunities to speak the truth to them.  

Our hope:  This is a strong expectation and not just wishful thinking.  The response of these believers to Christ fills Paul with hope for them, the church and for his own purpose in life.  He has given his life to Christ and this is encouragement that it is bearing fruit. 
A crown of exultation:   A reward for something done well.  It speaks of the winners wreath at the victory stand.  Some of these people will become part of God’s reward to you just like these Thessalonian believers became a reward to Paul.  God made us to love one another.  It is our most endearing quality as humans.  It is part of the image of our God in us and we become part of God’s reward to one another.  Think of the most blessed friend you have.  Are you grateful to God for that friend?  Yes, because God made us this way and gave us a shadow of His love for one another.   

Exultation:  We may boast in one another.  When someone speaks of one of my dear brothers or sisters in the Lord I am anxious to tell them how I know them and love them and how they have encouraged me and blessed me.  They are someone I exult in.  Do you have anyone like that in your life?  Are you like that to anyone in your life.  These verses are not just here for us to know how Paul felt about these brothers and sisters.  They reveal the heart of God toward His children and His desires for us.  Purpose to start being this kind of person to your brothers and sisters.  Do not wait for someone to act toward you.  The one acting is the one getting the rewards.  Paul went to Thessalonica, they did not come to him.  
Is it not even you, in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming?:   Paul did have intense love for and desire to be with these believers, but he was looking beyond that to the presence of Christ.  The thought of bringing people with you to worship Christ for all eternity is what is on Paul’s mind.  Do you ever think of things this way?  Why do you pray for someone to be saved?  Let me suggest a biblical reason: 

Jesus Christ has revealed His surpassing love and mercy to us.  He has brought into the presence of God through the Cross and in eternity we will part of infinite joy and exultation.  Pray for people to bring with you.  Ask God to save them so that they will also give Him praise in eternity.  He is worthy of a mighty throng.  

Ill:  When I see a faithful church that seats 5000 and I know it is full on Sunday, I think they  must have a great preacher.  Someone worthy to be listened to.  In heaven there will be a mighty throng of worshipers,  all gathered at Christ’s feet. Who will you bring with you?  
God used suffering and opposition against Christ to reveal His grace and mercy through Christ.  It is no different with us.  Christ went into the presence of the Father with His children in tow.  We too hope to bring worshipers with us to Christ.  
Hebrews 2:10-13  10 For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings.  11 For both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all from one Father; for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren,  12 saying, "I WILL PROCLAIM YOUR NAME TO MY BRETHREN, IN THE MIDST OF THE CONGREGATION I WILL SING YOUR PRAISE."  13 And again, "I WILL PUT MY TRUST IN HIM." And again, "BEHOLD, I AND THE CHILDREN WHOM GOD HAS GIVEN ME."

CONCLUSION

Please ask God to turn  your hearts toward one another in the Body of Christ.  When Jesus instituted the Lord’s supper He spoke of His Body.  We naturally think of His human body that was given for us, but Paul explained it further to the Corinthians this way.

1 Corinthians 10:16-17  6 Is not the cup of blessing which we bless a sharing in the blood of Christ? Is not the bread which we break a sharing in the body of Christ?  17 Since there is one bread, we who are many are one body; for we all partake of the one bread. 

God desires for us to remember that Christ gave up His body on the Cross for His bride the church.  We are therefore united to Him in His death and resurrection.  If you do not love the church you do not love the Savior.  She is His bride.  When you remember the Savior, God also calls you to remember His bride.  Therefore Love one another that the world will see that you are followers of Christ.  

Take the bread and then the cup

We will one day be a part of the greatest gathering of the redeemed from history to eternity. May God grant us to bring some men and woman to this everlasting worship.  May God reward us that same crown of boasting in one another’s presence before the throne of God in Glory.  This is how it will be.  Jesus showed it to John and it has still not come to pass because the full number has not yet been sought and found.  
Revelation 5:11-13  1 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands,  12 saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing."  13 And every created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all things in them, I heard saying, "To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and ever."
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