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Introduction:

The Scriptures continually assert that the Gospel is God and His Son Jesus Christ. Yes. .. you heard correctly.    The Gospel good news is about a perfectly just and Sovereign God who is so full of grace and mercy that He will die for His own creatures.  And these are creatures that hate Him and renounce Him as their Creator and Lord.  

Here is the question of the day:  How should we tell men and women who are estranged from and hostile toward God, about this Gospel miracle of reconciliation?  Answer: We are commanded to do it plainly and matter of factly.  Our testimony is effectively used by the Spirit when it is proclaimed boldly and in clear a precise language.  May God help us to have the Gospel clear in our own minds.  Do you clearly know the Gospel, my friend?
1 Thessalonians 2:3-5  our exhortation does not come from error or impurity or by way of deceit;  4 but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not as pleasing men, but God who examines our hearts.  5 For we never came with flattering speech, as you know, nor with a pretext for greed-- God is witness--  

“Men….all men, have broken the commands of their own life giver.  The one who has complete power over their lives from beginning to end is a righteous and just God and we have all spurned Him profoundly in every way.  We were made in His image, but we disown Him and will not call Him Father, let alone Lord or Master.  But, God acting in mercy, devised a plan to redeem us.  A way to satisfy the holy righteousness of God and still be just.  He did it by having His own sinless Son become sin for us.  It was the grace of God that conceived it and the love of God that brought it to pass.  Although you personally are hopelessly and helplessly condemned, Christ took your condemnation and punishment and makes you His Child by spiritual birth.  The Gospel good news is that all who come to Him in humility are born again to Eternal life.”  Men must be told and they are to be told plainly, accurately, purely and without any ulterior motives at all. 

But why do we testify? Are we afraid not to?  We are often afraid to testify.  The Bible deals with this very issue in the passage before us today.  We are not just performing an impersonal task for God.  Handing out the truth like it was an advertising flyer.  No…we are ambassadors of God.  This means we speak for God when we offer the gospel to men.  And the Gospel is Christ.  Christ Jesus who along with His boldness, showered men with gentleness, love, exhortation and encouragement.  We are HIS ambassadors and not just message givers. If the message is Christ then it is important who gives it and how. 
2 Corinthians 5:17-21  17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.  18 Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation,  19 namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.  20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

We do not just speak God’s Words. We are called to testify to the passion and mercy of our Savior when He came seeking and saving the lost.. Anything less makes us something other than ambassadors.  Let’s read today’s passage and see how Paul, Silas and Timothy applied this truth as they took the Gospel boldly to the Thessalonians.  
I Thessalonians 2:7-12  7 But we proved to be gentle among you, as a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children.  8 Having so fond an affection for you, we were well-pleased to impart to you not only the gospel of God,  but also our own lives, because you had become very dear to us.  9 For you recall, brethren, our labor and hardship, how working night and day so as not to be a burden to any of you, we proclaimed to you the gospel of God.  10 You are witnesses, and so is God, how devoutly and uprightly and blamelessly we behaved toward you believers;  11 just as you know how we were exhorting and encouraging and imploring each one of you as a father would his own children,  12 so that you would walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory. 

Like Paul, Silas and Timothy, we are testifying to Christ Jesus and not just a doctrinal message.  Christ Himself is the good news.  He is life changing news.  Christ redeemed us and now commands our loyalty.  He not only gives us our orders but tells us how they are to be carried out.  The Gospel is to go out: 
· With Gentleness [7]

· With Affection [8]

· With Effort [9]

· With Integrity [10]

· With Exhortation and Encouraging [11]

We need to see the Centrality of our Savior Jesus in our speaking and witnessing.  We are not just revealing objective truth about God, we are bearing witness to Christ Himself and His surpassing greatness and worthiness.  As we tell of reconciliation to those who are estranged from God let us exhibit, in the flesh, the reality of that message.   If we stand in awe of Christ let our lives reveal it and not just our words.   If we consider Him worthy of our life’s allegiance then let our worship testify as well as our words.   

We are going to see how everything we do is linked to the surpassing person and character of Christ.  It is God’s purpose for you to be changed into His image.  This is a restoration of the Image of God in fallen man and as such is the greatest thing that can possibly be done in your life.  It is your highest calling and the purpose for which every man and woman was created.  It will bring infinite Glory to our God and be used to draw His chosen to the foot of the Cross.  The Gospel is Christ and Christ is the one we reveal. 
Christ revealed with Gentleness [7] 

1 Thessalonians 2:7   7 But we proved to be gentle among you, as a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children.
We proved to be gentle among you:  The Greek word translated gentle is an uncommon word.  It actually means ‘childlike’ and carries with it many connotations.   It is intended to invoke some feelings about the relationship that Paul had with these people, even before they became believers.  Paul says that he was like an infant toward them.  He does not even say like children, but like a baby.
Infants are harmless and non threatening.  A man or woman is only like this when they have absolute confidence that they are not in control of the situation they are in.  Babes do not take control.  They are essentially helpless and dependent.  This is one of the strongest testimonies to our assertion that Jesus Christ is Lord.  We testify that we are His dependent children and that He is our infinitely caring and sufficient father.  
As a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children: This is the second family metaphor Paul uses to describe his gentle concern for them.  This time he focuses on the mother and how she cares for those children.  Children can be exasperating at times, but the tenderly care of a mother is a marvel to behold.  Two AM feedings, staying up all night to care for a fever, concern to the point of full self sacrifice.  These are the characteristics of a tender mother caring for her children.  
The Gospel can be formidable and overwhelming.  Christ’s Words often struck with the force of a hurricane, but His manner…..His personal character was gentle and tender toward sinners even when confronting them.  While traveling through Samaria Jesus encountered a certain woman near a well outside the city.  Notice how He treats her. 
John 4:14-18  14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life."  15 The woman said to Him, "Sir, give me this water, so I will not be thirsty nor come all the way here to draw."  16 He said to her, "Go, call your husband and come here."  17 The woman answered and said, "I have no husband." Jesus said to her, "You have correctly said, 'I have no husband';  18 for you have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your husband; this you have said truly."
We do not need to condemn men.  God has already done that and we too are condemned. We come with childlike tenderness and care.  This is an essential to any testimony we might give to the good news of Christ.  He came speaking the truth like an infant or a tender, nursing mother.  So did Paul and so should you. 
Christ revealed with Affection [8]

1 Thessalonians 2:8   8 Having so fond an affection for you, we were well-pleased to impart to you not only the gospel of God but also our own lives, because you had become very dear to us.

Having so fond an affection for you: This is not the same as love,  but it is strong desire for fellowship.  It is often a by-product of our love for others and a strong indicator of love.  No one can seriously say that they love someone with whom they spend almost no time.  
We were well-pleased to impart to you not only the gospel of God but also our own lives: It is noteworthy that this longing affection precedes their conversion.  Paul, Silas and Timothy had affection for them before they shared the gospel with them.  This is a work of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  It is evidence of Christlike transformation.  It is irrefutable testimony of the Gospel good news of the person and Character of Christ.  
Romans 5:6-8  6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  7 For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die.  8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

It is allowed and even encouraged for us to have tender affection for and sacrificial care for lost men and women that God brings into our lives.  The church is not a club,  but a family.  All you have to do to gain entrance is to be born.  Christ did not come threatening the lost.  Neither was he harsh to sinners, but tender and merciful.  Yes, there is judgment waiting in every sinner’s future. We must not shrink back from that, but Christ came calling men to life while making them aware of their impending death.  
John 3:16-17  16 "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.  17 "For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.

Christ revealed with Effort [9]

1 Thessalonians 2:9  9 For you recall, brethren, our labor and hardship, how working night and day so as not to be a burden to any of you, we proclaimed to you the gospel of God.

Our labor and hardship:  The Greek word describes  “labor prompted by love, that  voluntarily assumes and endures trouble and pains for the salvation of others”  Thayer 
The word “hardship” describes toil with distress.  Now I want to ask each of you to answer a couple of questions with me: 

· In there anyone in your life for whom you sacrificially labor.  You do whatever it takes to care for the physical and emotional needs of that person. 
· Have you or do you endure hardship and distress to do that.  Are there things that you would rather do?  Things that please you more, but you have such a concern for them that you labor with hardship for them. 
· Have you ever thought of yourself as working for the gospel?  If you say NO then listen to what I am about to say.  
Regardless of what you do with your life, God has redeemed you by giving you eternal life in Christ.  He has placed His Holy Spirit in you and appointed you His witness.  You do not see yourself as a full time worker for the Gospel because you have not accurately apprehended the Gospel.  The Gospel Good News is Jesus Christ.  You have been snatched from the jaws of hell and made a child of the King of the universe and ….through no merit of your own, but through the merit of Christ your Lord and Savior.  
Now this puts all believers on equal footing in this area.  We have a story to tell.  It is the story of how God saves hopeless sinners.  It is good news about Jesus Christ and it is your story.  You are in the world to exalt Christ by your life, your works and your words. This is not, I repeat NOT, in some formal setting in which everything is worked around to a Gospel presentation.  
Have you ever stopped to consider this:  Your life circumstances are given to you by the God who can do anything.  These are the ones He gave to you.  Your hardships are the ones He gave to you.  Why did He do this?  Because, you are now His witness.  You are bearing testimony to His sufficiency to love and redeem the lost and sustain them in every minute of life.  You are His witnesses.  Only do it well.  Teach yourself not to whine or complain but to give thanks for your life.  Ask God to replace your frustration with tender affection toward those who vex you.  Speak often to Christ and about Him.  Take nourishment from The Word.  Be in the Word and under the Word often.    

Is this a present reality for you?  Do you see your life as redeemed [purchased and therefore owned] by God for His purposes?  We all have a life or career that we pursue by God’s design, but we all have this same purpose.  DO NOT WASTE YOUR LIFE by failing to realize that your labors and hardships are for His purposes and glory.  All men have them, only some of us get to glory in them.  All men suffer, but some of us get to do it as worship for our Savior.    
We proclaimed to you the gospel of God:  When you give your hearts and lives to Christ you live for His purpose.  And His purpose is to be known in the world and exalted to His proper place in the hearts of men.  You are a participant?  Begin tomorrow to see your work, your toil and your hardships in this light.  We are the ones in this passage because we all know the Good News of Christ.  
Christ revealed with Integrity [10]

1 Thessalonians 2:10  10 You are witnesses, and so is God, how devoutly and uprightly and blamelessly we behaved toward you believers;
· How devoutly:  With humility and devotion toward God.  

· How uprightly:  With righteous behavior. Proclaiming the righteousness of Christ and seeking to live by it. 

· How blamelessly:   With no cause to accuse.  
We too are a work in progress and these verses do not call for, nor do they describe sinlessness or perfection.  These are works of God.  They are evidences of Christ’s power in our hearts.  They describe a humble person who constantly calls upon God for devotion and love for Him.  And, they speak of a man or woman who seeks to apply God’s righteousness to themselves and not just to others.  Those looking at their own hearts and not someone else’s.   
Matthew 6:13-15  13 'And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.'  14 "For if you forgive others for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  15 "But if you do not forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions.

We behaved toward you believers:  May God deliver us from the sightlessness of the soul that cannot see its own sin, but always sees the sin of others.  Jesus told us to pray for deliverance from such blindness so that we might see clearly to exhort and encourage and implore one another.     

Christ revealed with Exhortation and Encouraging [11-12]

1 Thessalonians 2:11-12   11 just as you know how we were exhorting and encouraging and imploring each one of you as a father would his own children,  12 so that you would walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.
You know how we were exhorting and encouraging and imploring each one of you: When we think of the Gospel we primarily think of salvation.  Our minds go to the things about our Lord that were first impressed upon our minds by the Spirit of God.  First of all that we were sinners and secondly that Christ is a merciful Savior who bore the condemnation for our sin Himself even though He was sinless and guiltless.  

But, if the Gospel Good News is Christ Himself and not just doctrines about Him, then it extends its reach into every crevice of our being throughout our entire life.  Salvation is not a vaccination that we take so that we do not come down with hell and damnation.  It is a life of spiritual health and growth that conforms us more each day to our Lord.  We are saved by and live in Grace,  but this does not mean that we should not be exhorted to change into the image of Christ our Lord. 
As a father would his own children:  There are a lot of dysfunctional fathers out there.  Every honest dad I know struggles with his own fallen nature, character and sins.  But, why do you think a father exhorts, warns, and implores his own children?  May we never do so from self-righteousness, but from brokenness and grief over our own sins and how they offended God and hurt the ones we loved and ultimately played havoc with our own lives.  

So that you would walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory:  This is the third family relationship Paul has evoked to describe his love for fellow believers.  There was the helpless and harmless infant.  Not a threat but a blessing to a family. There was the mother who makes any sacrifice in tenderness to care for her children.  And she does it unceasingly.  
Now there is the Father!  He is charged with protecting His children and preparing them to leave him and make their own way in the world.  When they go they must be strong, but he knows that they are unaware of the evil that lurks.   So he exhorts and implores them to stay on the right path.  The terrain to the left and the right is riddled with the spiritual and emotional and even the physical corpses of those who wandered there.  
CONCLUSION

 It is tempting to think that this passage applies to someone else.  Usually, we imagine it being some sort of professional clergy…The Pastor or Missionary.  But, here is the shocking truth about that.  There is no professional spiritual class in the Bible.  Some occupy their lives with preaching and teaching the Word of God, but all of us are witnesses to the Gospel Good News of Jesus Christ. 
Our love for the lost is a work of the Spirit.  When God shows us how broken we are and yet still loved and redeemed it changes a man.  Those unbelieving neighbors or family members are suddenly seen differently.  They look just like we looked when we did not believe.  They are to be cared for tenderly in prayer and good works.  They are to be loved with the love that only Christ can pour into your life.  We were dear to God when we were his enemies.  God can make lost men dear to you, but it must be His Work in us.
This is why it is sought and received from God alone.  Because it is a labor and a hardship to care for men.  Men are wicked sinners….just like we were before Christ saved us.  We cannot long endure their rejection, unless we are laboring and toiling for our worthy Savior who called us to testify to His glory and mercy.  
Finally, let us exhort and be exhorted.  Let us comfort one another and be comforted. May we encourage others and be encouraged.  And may God’s Spirit cause us to walk as our Savior Walked….worthy of God’s Kingdom and Glory.
I challenge you to see your present life in the light of the Gospel.  God saved you and has ordered your life and circumstances.  You are bearing witness to His redeeming life given at the Cross.  You are living for Christ.  I exhort you and implore you to do it effectively.  Seek God daily for a fuller understanding of Christ’s heart and a deeper love.  Then pray for an abiding testimony to men in your everyday life.   This is the common Christian life and not the path of a chosen few.  
Philippians 1:3-6   3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you,  4 always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all,  5 in view of your participation in the gospel from the first day until now.  6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.
Your participation in the Gospel started the day you came to Christ.  May God grant us understanding and abiding joy as His servant witnesses.  
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