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Introduction: 
Have you ever been entrusted with a really important job?  Perhaps you have a vocation that requires you to shoulder serious responsibilities everyday.  Pilots come to mind.  So do doctors and dentists and nurses and teachers and….well….there is a big list of very important jobs that have been entrusted to men and women.  
For most of these jobs there is a rigorous testing and approval process that people go through before they are handed the responsibilities they seek.  That is because lives and welfare are at stake.  When my doctor is going to work on me I want to know that he is not just trying something out for the first time to see if it will work.  We feel that way about all the vocations we mentioned and many others as well.  

Paul and Silas and Timothy had been tasked by God with preaching the Gospel of Christ.  They had been entrusted with its message and its proclamation.  The vocations that we have been thinking about just now can all impact someone’s welfare and maybe even their physical life, but the one Paul does can have eternal consequences.  Is it possible to give people a false gospel message that cannot save them and yet leads them to believe that it has?  Nothing could be more dangerous to the souls of men and women.  This is why God speaks to us in clear tones about the characteristics of the approved gospel.  
1 Thessalonians 2:1-6  For you yourselves know, brethren, that our coming to you was not in vain,  2 but after we had already suffered and been mistreated in Philippi, as you know, we had the boldness in our God to speak to you the gospel of God amid much opposition.  3 For our exhortation does not come from error or impurity or by way of deceit;  4 but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not as pleasing men, but God who examines our hearts.  5 For we never came with flattering speech, as you know, nor with a pretext for greed-- God is witness--  6 nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or from others, even though as apostles of Christ we might have asserted our authority. 

Both the message and the messenger need to conform to God’s standard.  Here then are:

· The Characteristics of an approved gospel message [1-3]

· The Characteristics of an approved Gospel messenger [4-6]

The Characteristics of an approved gospel message [1-3]
1 Thessalonians 2:1-3  For you yourselves know, brethren, that our coming to you was not in vain,  2 but after we had already suffered and been mistreated in Philippi, as you know, we had the boldness in our God to speak to you the gospel of God amid much opposition.  3 For our exhortation does not come from error or impurity or by way of deceit;

You yourselves know:  They had experienced the substance of the Gospel.  It was a life changing message and it came to them with life changing power.  As a result, they did not hope that the Gospel had purpose and power, they knew that it did.  It was something they themselves were willing to proclaim, even to skeptics like they had once been.  They know it changes lives.  DO YOU??
Our coming to you was not in vain: It was not empty or without results.  It had punch and substance.  Plain talk is rare in our days.  Listen to a politician or so called public servant speak.  There is never anything of substance.  There is never even an hint that they actually believe something substantive.  Instead, their effort is spent on creating plausible deniability.  They want to be able to say that they never said something, never believed something and never intended to do something.  It is an utter lack of conviction about what is true and good and just and righteous. 
Now just imagine a church or missionary that can never give you a straight answer about what God requires for your eternal salvation.  Many do not know, but countless others are afraid.  They are afraid of rejection, afraid to loose their followers or afraid of sounding too sure of themselves.  
ILL:  Someone once told me they were leaving the church where I preached, not because they disagreed with my biblical teaching, but because I seemed so certain of it.  “Would you rather have me say that I don’t really know if this is right or not, ” I asked?   And he said,  “yes.   That is what I am looking for.”  

We had the boldness in our God to speak:  The word “boldness” means to “speak freely and with confidence.”  It is a state of mind,  but also an outward demeanor.  Greeks were opposed to this kind of attitude and action, just like men are today.  The one thing that our culture cannot stand is the belief that one has the truth.  Paul, Silas and Timothy knew that going into Thessalonica and they went and  proclaimed it anyway.  Such boldness is from God Himself.  He wants us to speak and He gives us courage to do it.  
The Gospel of God:  Someone has given the following definition of boldness;  “it is the knowledge that what you have to say will have eternal consequences.”  We are not just expressing our opinion when we tell someone that we have discovered that we are all guilty sinners before God and that Jesus Christ took our penalty Himself.  This is good news, but it is not welcome news.  It is God who is the good news and not just our message.  We have the message that God has sent His Son to pay what we could never pay.   
Amid much opposition:  You remember Paul’s founding of the church recorded in Acts.  The city was in an uproar.  Those who hosted him were arrested and fined because they could not lay hands on Paul.  The word “opposition” is a word we get “agony” from.  It means exhausting opposition.  The kind that makes you weary.  Satan never gets tired, but men do.  So our persistence is a quality of the Spirit.   Patience is endurance, steadfastness and constancy.  It does not come from within us.  It comes from God.  Even the great apostle and his co-workers needed the Holy Spirit to get them through the days.  
God has called us to be witnesses to Christ.  Satan intimidates us with the belief that no one will ever believe a thing we have to say, but this is a lie.  The Gospel is still powerful and the Christ of the Gospel is alive not some dead and forgotten theologian but the living God of Creation.  I want to ask you now,  Do you know that is true?  If yes, then how do you know it?  If you say, by the Spirit and the Word, then other unbelievers will come to know it in the same way.  
What should you do to fulfill Christ’s call to tell?  Start with prayer.  Pray for a lost friend or loved one.  DO NOT STOP PRAYING FOR THEM!  You have until they die or you do for God to answer this prayer and bring them to faith.  You might consider telling them that you are praying for them to come to faith in Christ.  Have you ever thought of doing that?  Just tell them.  This is a witness to your own conviction of its eternal value.  Invite them to hear the gospel message preached.  How will you know they will never come if you never ask.  
Our exhortation does not come from error:  The exhortation is to belief in the truth.  It does absolutely no good to give someone something to believe that is not fully true, just because you think they will be more likely to believe it.  A watered down Christ that does not demand our submission and love might be more palatable to men but He is not the Christ of the Bible.  They have just exchanged one error for another.   
Or impurity:  Means lustful or not clean.  Can religion be like this?  Totally!  Men desire power and that means power over other men.  This is why many religions tell their people that they cannot go to heaven without belonging to and showing allegiance to their church.  Sins can only be forgiven by going through certain men, a priesthood or by certain rituals that are controlled by those in charge.  This is impure.  It forsakes the Gospel for power over the souls and destinies of others.  
Or by way of deceit: Is a word that means ‘bait.”  This is the ultimate bait and switch. To promise men prosperity, pleasure and comfort when they come to Christ is a bait and switch.  Jesus promised, persecution and trial and rejection and hardship.  Why, because the world and Satan oppose our freedom from their death grip on us.  Tyrants hate freedom and Jesus Christ gives complete and total freedom from death, sin and fear.  

Shall we offer men comfort for now and lead them to a Christless eternity later?  May it never be!  No, let us speak with boldness, truth and transparency now.  Eternity hangs in the balance.  It is not just for this life that we live it is forever.  
Who will ever come to Christ then, if we do not offer something they want?  The answer is found in the question of the disciples when Jesus led them down a similar path of reason:  

Luke 18:26-27  26 They who heard it said, "Then who can be saved?"  27 But He said, "The things that are impossible with people are possible with God."  
The Characteristics of an approved Gospel messenger [4-6]

1 Thessalonians 2:4-6  4 but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not as pleasing men, but God who examines our hearts.  5 For we never came with flattering speech, as you know, nor with a pretext for greed-- God is witness--  6 nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or from others, even though as apostles of Christ we might have asserted our authority.
We have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel:  Approved means scrutinized.  It is a word that means that the item has been tested to see if it lives up to its promises.  Like a pot or an appliance.  It is God’s approval after He has tested us.  
Have you had any trials of faith?  Have you had doubts about God’s care?  Had any unanswered prayers?   How about some failures or stumbling?   Now, answer this for me.  Have you found God unfaithful to you?  Is He unmerciful to you when you sin or malicious when you are in need?   Christ’s children have come to know Him as faithful and altogether good.  We know that He is gracious to sinners and we are those sinners.  In this way God tests and then approves men to carry the Gospel message.  
Do you realize that the Gospel has always been carried to sinners by sinners.  That is part of the message.  Once I was blind, but now I can see.  The light of the world is Jesus.  We are the “once blind,” leading the blind.  The once lost, seeking the lost and the once dead calling to the dead….“Jesus  came that you may have life, and have it abundantly.”
So we speak, not as pleasing men, but God who examines our hearts: The Gospel is not intuitive to men.  Men believe in works and in pulling their own weight and having their own righteousness.  The Gospel message will have non of that.  It spurns all the righteousness of men and exalts the righteousness of Christ Jesus alone.  Paul captures the entire essence of it when he wrote this to Titus:  
Titus 3:3-7  3 For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another.  4 But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared,  5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,  6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,  7 so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
We never came with flattering speech:  Manipulation!  Saying what men and women want to hear so that they will respond to us.  If it is not what they need to hear, what does it matter if they respond of reject.  We are so results oriented and obsessed and even fearful that people will reject the true gospel.  If they do, they are no worse off then before.  It is false gospels that inoculate people to Christ.  Bait and switch that turns people into apostates and  skeptics.  Flattering speech is unbecoming to the preaching of the Cross.  
A pretext for greed:  This is more like a scheme to get money out of people.  It speaks of dangling something shiny in front of someone as a kind of lure.  This is still done in our day.  L. Ron Hubbard the founder of Scientology, told his own son and other witnesses that “the best way to make a million is to start a new religion.”  And today, it is so.  
Nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or from others: The only viable reason to preach the Gospel is the glory of God.  Like everything else men do the Preaching of the Cross is to exalt Christ.  It is about Christ and His extraordinary love, grace and mercy.  Attributes that could never be known about God apart from the Cross.  What reveals God, Glorifies God because God alone is glorious.   
As apostles of Christ we might have asserted our authority:  God does give authority to some.  The apostles did have some authority.  There is some authority given to husbands,  some given to Elders.  There is some given to government.  But, authority in Christ’s kingdom is vastly different than it is in the world.  In the world authority makes you great in your own eyes and the eyes of others.  In Christ it makes you small.  It lays upon your back the privilege of service.  Fathers serve their children by working day and night to provide for them.  Husbands serve their wives by provision, tender love, protection and encouragement.  Elders serve the church with oversight, prayer, comfort, spiritual protection and instruction.  They labor and worry and care.  

Be very aware of your authority.  It is a permission to serve others with all your strength.  It is not that way in the world.  Do not be worldly with the authority granted to you by God.  

Matthew 20:25-28   25 But Jesus called them to Himself and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority over them.  26 "It is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant,  27 and  whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave;  28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many."  
 CONCLUSION

Give a sense of finality:   The Gospel message must always remain unaltered in its content and then given with the same clarity with which it was delivered to the apostles.  
Acts 2:36-39  36 "Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and Christ-- this Jesus whom you crucified."  37 Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Brethren, what shall we do?"  38 Peter said to them, "Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  39 "For the promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God will call to Himself." 

Its substance is Jesus and not doctrine.  It calls men to bow before His Sovereign rule and repent of their sins.  The rule of Christ over us is not an option but the prime characteristic of the approved Gospel.  He cannot be added to our lives, but must come to dominate and rule our lives.  
This is the Christ of the Bible.  He is the one we know and therefore must be the one that we proclaim.   Persuading men to accept or receive a lesser Christ is to miss the point of the Gospel.  Christ is preached precisely because He is gloriously holy and worthy to be followed.  It is no wonder that so few professing Christians follow Jesus.  The Christ they have trusted in does not demand it or seem particularly worthy of it.  May God grant us eyes to see His Glory and majesty and worthiness to be served.  May we have hearts that bow low in submission and worship as we proclaim Him to others.  Jesus said, 
Matthew 5:3  "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

But we believers often feel quite rich in spirit, because we have come to Christ.  But Jesus did not say Blessed are those who were poor in spirit but those that are poor. “  He describes those who have nothing they have not received.  He speaks of broken sinners who mourn their own sin and treat all men with the meekness and gentleness with which Jesus has treated them.  

May God show us our own poverty of Spirit.  May God grant us humility and a broken spirit before Him that we might continue to see ourselves as God sees us.  And then, the boldness to speak of His great holiness, justice and mercy toward sinners.  The true Gospel is only about Christ Jesus and His preachers exalt Him in their poverty and humility.   
2 Corinthians 4:5-7  5 For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake.  6 For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.  7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves;

Be Exalted O Lord!!
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